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January aS» ^l^S- 

X H I S day the Commons met, agreeable to their laft 
prorogation, and upon fummons they attended His Ma^fty 
in the Houfe of Peers. On their return the Speaker ilated 
that His Majefty had opened the feffion with a moft gracious 
fpeech from the throne, of which he had procured a copy, 
and he begged the attention oftheHonfe while he read it. 
The fpeech was as follows: 

** My Lords and QfntUnun^ 

. '< After the laborious attendaace of the late feffion of Parlia« 
ttent, it has given me peculiar pleafure that the fituation oC 
public Affairs has admitted of fo long a recefs. 

<' Among the objefts which now require confideration, I muft 
particularly recommend to yonf eameft attention the adjuft* 
ment of fach points in tbe commercial intercourfe between 
Great Britsun and Irdand as are not yet finally arranged; 
tbe fyfiem vhich will unite botlx kingdoms the moft cldely 
Vol. XVIL B m 



PARLIAMENTARY A 1785. 

on principles of reciprocal advantage, will, I am perfuaded, 
beft enfure the general profperity of my dominions. 

" I have the fatisfaftion to acquaint you, that notwith- 
fbsrding any appearance of differences on the cdntinent, 1 , 
continue imifermly to receive from all foreign powers tlift 
ftrongeft aflurances of their good difpo&rions towards this 
country .^ 

^^ Gemkmen ff the Hov/e of GjmmoKSy 

♦' 1 have ordered the eflimates for the enf«ing year to be 
laid before you; I confide in your liJIjerality and zeal to grant 
the neeeflary fupplies, with a juft regard, as well to the 
CBConooiy -reqqifite ia every idepartment, as to the main- 
tenance of the national creait'aid tlie :fcai exigencies of^ the 
public fervice. 

** My Lords and Gentlemert, 

" The fnccefe which his attendfedfthe: \neafuf es' tatea: 1» - 
the laft feflion towards the fuppreffion of fmuggling, and 
fcr the improvement of the revenue, will encourage you, to 
apply yourfelves' with continual affuluity to thofe important 
objects. YQiiwill, t.truft, alfc take injo earlj eopfideration 
the matters- fuggeSfted* m the Reports of the CommTflioners of 
public accounts^ and f«€h^artfaef> ^»gulatk >ns as nwy appear 
to be neeeflary in the different oflSces of the kingdom. 

" 1 have the f ulleft relianie on the continuance of youp faith*- 
fill and diligent exertions in every part of ypur public dutyi^ 
Yoti.may at all tir?iesMepettd on my h'earty concurrence i* 
every meafure Which can tend " to jit'eviate diir natiotial bW- 
deris, to fecur6 the true princifieS of the cbnftitution^ irtiS; 
to ipiJt)mote the gfenei-aj Welfare bf ray People."' ; 

As'foon as thcTpeecii WAS reax^ 
16fr.PheUpf ' yiv^Phelips^ jun. congratulated lilmfelfon the fetUfaatoa^^ 
jvaior, which it gave him, to have the honotir of moving an addttf* 
for the moft gracious fpeechYrom the Throne, which had juft 
been read to the Houfe. It was not hli^ intention' to re- 
capitu&te the various topfcs to which the^fpeech related • - h\xt 
it was peculiarly incumbent on him to mention, on thi»; 
occafion, that when the commutation 'bufinefs was brou^t' 
forward, Be h^ certamly difiered from His Majefty's Mi- 
nifters, on the probability of that meafure; It had been fais? 
opinion, that before To heavy a burden was permanently im» 
pofed on th? fubje£t, it ought to be tlriedas^-an experiment 
for a limited tisne^ in drder that thdmalter might be 6lbjet&: 

-to 
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.ta £^l^er conilderatipriy and akere3 ^nd lag^rove^ m 
ihould appear mofi expedient ta the wifdom of ParUameal. 
Jt ha4 th^a appeai-e^ to him premature; and he tlierefore. 
I^ve his pegajtive to what he conceived muft have proved 
.ultimately abortive. He was now, iiowever, well pleafed 
to. find he had been in a miftake ; and . he heartily gave the 
Mjnifter credit for Viiscoijifummateforefight, in oppofition to 
the opiaioQ, not only which, h^ entertained, but whidi.wa^ 
4^tertained by many others. He trujfted theHoufe would unar 
nimoufly. adopt an addreb of thanks to the Throne, for the 
ii^terefting meafui'es.recom mended to Paiiiament in the fpeech ; 
apd efpeci^Uy' fpx that attention tp.xcjconomy which difcrimi- 
nated the condu(a X)f the. prefejj^t. A dminiftratioi*. He own^d 
himfelf the mor^HruoJk^ with tbeijir frugality and roanageinent^ 
on recolle<9>ing with what.alavifli hand tlie revenues of" tbi$ 
country had» oa afqrmer occafioi^, beea r<|qander€Ki« .H« 
did not think It necelTary to enlarge farther ^ but cpocluded 
with moving, tbfi addref$| whick was lo.^e AoiCi purport, as 
the fpeech. 

Mr. Gerard Noel Edwards faid, he cofe to fecpnd the Mr. Ge. 
motion of the bonovurable gentleman. Young as be wa3| "'«^ Nod 
he would fpeak thQ language of an independent Men>bctr of ^^•'^■' 
the, Britifli Hpufc of Commons. His loyalty to his Soyerejgoi 
J^is regard for the conftitution, his love ot his country, and 
<qfpecially his attachment to the right honourablis gentle* 
qf^an^ who filled th^. importaj^t o^ce of Cfaancellor to his 
Aiajefty^s Excjieqi^ry determined him, notwithilanding tho 
agitation he felt in addrefiing bimfelf to the honQurahle 
ijoufe, under feelings peculiarly embarfaj&ng, t^us. tp dcr • ' 
.^is duty. Hp was fatisfied in his own mind, t^at a very im- 
ftpra^jt fervice had already been rendered to the country^ by 
t^e fuppreffion pf Imuegling on our coaAs. This wa$, s^ 
ijneafure, the wifdoni and'utility of whki), he was happy in 
i^as in his power to atteft. Notwithftanding what. had beea * 
clamour^ to the, contrary, the. good efiet^ls of that a<3;wer9 
felt and acknowledged in every place, where the inconvenience 
of fmuggling proved, a ^ievance. He would not gp into a 
ipng flatementi. concernmg the falutacy conf^quences. of 
that 2i&i which had been reprefented as fq obnoxious^ Hq 
q\vned, howevej:, that the Minifter ftood in no need of.p^e- 
gyiric,; that bia ovyn actions were the. beft eulogy he couI4 
ijec^ivefron^fri^pjds.or foes; and that whatever might b^faid 
of them,, his own countrymen would long acknowledge theii; 
H^ierit^ as he hoped, they would long derive, peguliar ad^:antagea 
firom th^xfx. Tbefe being, his ^nl;in)€«\tSj it Wi^ with the 

B 2 £hcereft 
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iincerifl approbation that he would therefore fecond the 
, addrefs. 

The Earl of . The Earl of 5arrr)f, rofe in anfwer to the gentlemen who 
Sarrey. j^oved and ieconded the addrefs, and begged that liis ahi- 
toadvcrfions might not be underftood ^& applying any cenfure 
on that independence avowed by the honourable gentlemen^ 
though he could not help putting them in mind, that the 
part they took in the debate would be confidered as a kind 
of pledge both to the Houfe and the Public, thai they were 
refolved to fupport the meafures of the prefent Adminiftration* 
He had no fault to find with fuch a refolution, but trufted his 
ftridlures would not be mifconftrued, when he confidered 
what fell from them as coming before the Houfe with a 
confiderable degree of authority. He did not wifh to debate 
the (peech; he thought it contained but little that merited 
cither praife or blame, or would admit of any degree of 
fpeculation. Thofe parts, however, which lay moft ex- 
pofed, and invited inquifition moft, he thought it his duty to 
mention. The fpeecb from the Throne had always been con- 
fidered as furniflied by the Minifter, and was intended, ac- 
cording to his ideas of it, to iketch out the bufinefs of the 
feiBon* In his apprehenfion the prefent was a very imperfecSt 
. iketch, as containing many capital and important omiffions, 
or deficiencies, which could not fail of exciting confiderable 
jealoufies in the minds of the Public, It was a coUeftion of 
hints, many of which he did not fuflSiciently underfiand; it 
neld out fome objefts of infinite confeqnencc, but thefe in a 
light almoft totally unintelligible. By the form of ex- 
preflion in which the eftimates were mentioned, he was 
altogether at a lofs to know whether any new burdens were. 
to be impofed or not. If it was praSicable, and the Minifter 
had the profpeA of realising the idea of carrying through 
the necefiities of the year without farther burdens, he 
thought it a pity not to make the public acquainted with 
fuch good news; but, if no fuch idea was in contemplation, 
he appealed to the Houfe, whether the words thus ufed 
might not tend to cherifh fuch an idea in the minds of the 
People : he certainly gave the Minifter much deferved credit 
for his attention to the public expenditure; and was; there- 
fore, the mcwd -aftohiftied, that on this occafion^ nothing of 
that kind was either hinted in the fpeech, or by anything 
£iid in fupport of the addrefs* Another matter he had ex- 
peSted to have heard fomething upon, and that was the 
fartlier redu£lion of the army. Having thus ftated, what 
might appear to the Houfe to be defer ving of fome blame, 

he 
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he faid, he would proceed to the more agreeable talk of 
pointing out things in the fpeech, that, he acknowledged* 
gave him great pieafure. The manner in which Ireland was 
mentioned was one of thefe. The fubje<Sl was a delicate one, 
and he thought it wifer to touch upon it in a general wav, 
than to point fpecifically to any particular defign in refpeS: 
to that country. He mentioned the attachments that had 
been lately iiTu'ed againft Sheriffs of the caunties in Ireland, 
for having convened what he <rould not confider but as a 
meeting perfeiEHy legal and perfeftly conftitional.* The 
circumttance was extremely alarming ; he trufted there- 
fore, that it was meant to do fomething upon the fubjed. 
To affemble for the purpofe of confidering of a parliamentary 
reform, appearedtohim to be .the laft matter that fhould be 
proceeded againft, more efpecially in fo extraordinary a way 
as by attachment. His Lordfhip defcanted alfo on the laft 
fecftion of the addrefs, and particularly on His Majefty's affur- 
ance of his hearty concurrence in every meaftire tliat could 
tend to ^^'fecun the true principles of the Conjiitution.^^ l-he ex- 
preffion, ne remarked, was a general one, and required fome 
explanation. A late attack had been made on the rights of 
juriesf, that had Ihocked and alarmed the whole jkingdom. 
Was that to be comprehended under the allufion ? and was it 
meant to come to fuch meafures as fliould efFe<Sl:ually fecurethe 
rights of juries fpr thefuture? He declared he meant not to fay 
any thing perfonal or invidious with regard to the learned 
Judge, by whom the attacks upon the rights of juries had 
lately been made. On<the contrary, he had the firft opinion 
of his abilities •, he believed him to be as learned as any man 
in Weftminfter Hall, and that he meant to do every thing 
that was right and proper. Nay, fo high did he ftand in his 
charader of a Judge in the general opinion, that he had been 
almoft univerfally looked up to, before the event alluded to, 

as 

* An atta^chment was ifFu€<! againft Mr. O'Reilly, ihcrifF of the 
county of Dublin, for haying convened an aggregate meeting for 
the purpofe of chuAng Del^ates to reprefent the county in Congrefs. 
The Sheriff fuffered fine and imprilbnnient. 

t On the trial of the Dean of St. Afaph for publifhing a paper 
in titled '^ a Dialogue between a Gentleman and a Farmer," Mr.. 
Juftice Buller maintained the do6lrine, that juries had no right to. 
judge of the law, but of the fa6t. The jury gave their verdi^ 
** guilty of publilhingonly** — but after an argument between [the Court 
and the defendant's Counfel, the jury added to tht;ir verdia — "but 
whether a libel or not we do not find.*' The Court of King's Bench, 
Mr, Juftice Willes excepted, countenanced the do£trine^ but ac- 
quitted the Defendant on a flaw in the indi^ment. 
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a§ tjie fit^pft pcrfoii to fill tim emin^ni: fituatioix in tt^e^ajr^ 
tiiat might, in the courfe 0/ nature^ ip a f&w year^, becwe 
yapant. He only wiihed to Knpw, whether the rigbt$^ of 
Juries Wia$ the matter alluded, to? or whether the Weflrni^iler 
Icrutiny, by which the rights 0/ eleftio;! had been .violalted, 
was what the expreflion bore refcreoce to? Perhaps it n)igh]t 
be the reform of the, reprefentation in ParH<jiaieDt. th^t .w.as 
nieant. All bills, he ohfcr.ved, necei&iily recjuiredthe cpn- 
<;urrenc^ of the tiiree, diftinft branches ot t;!;^ Legifl4tuj:ei 
but if there w^ any matter h'kcly to be: agitated, in Parliar 
ment,. that nppre particiilarly belonged tp their, fingle con* 
iideration, and to .which, if they made up their mlqd?^ it 
might bectxp^fled that the other Houfe and the Crown wpvld 
not deny their confent, it was undoubtedly a reform in the 
reprefentatipn of the, Pieople. His Lordihip dwelt, for fopie 
time on this theme, and en<Jed with fayifig,, th#it although hfj 
did not 'mean tp prop^pfi? any amendmenj:>. pr.wilh, tp obj^di 
to the addrefs thajt had be^n. mov^, yet, u;ilefs; fotnp. epcr 
planation was given him by the Minjft^r^ or fome of hi* 
friends, on the feveral heads to which hj^ ha4 ajluded^. h^ 
fhould think himf^ilf pbliged, to refufe bis confeqt to thi$ 
motion, 
Aff, C4ian- Mr- Chancellpr P/i/ rofe after forqe little.paufe, ai?4 {^?\^ 
cdioir Pitt, j^^ had thought it his dp^y tO: wait, in prder tp hear what ob,-i 
je(5l ions could poiTibly be made, tp the a^ddriefe jwft moved, 
^at he might once for all fa^sfy fuch gentleq[ien as, vvi{he<;[ 
fcr any explanation ref^^^ng apy part, of the fpepch or tjbp 
^drefs. From the filfnce of. the Hpufe, and th^,ftrong a^- 
p^arance of unanimity, he.faid, he augured w^ell of UiQ, eQi^ 
&ing. felfioni and he i;o.fe tjien tp fay a word or tw;a.vPW 
w^at.hAd fallen frp^ thp.: noble Lord oyer aMinfthim; b^ 
he i^Quld hope fpr the. in4Mlgenbe of the Houfe if afiy fartliei; 
cbferva^ions ilipuld her, ip^e in the courfe of debate, tjiat 
ipjght require an anfwer. The noble Lord, he remarked, 
had fet off with aflerting, that he law many deficiencies in 
m^ Maje%'s fp^ecbj ^nd ajidr^dj. ao ail^ri^pa vv^,hi.ch» if his 
ip^mory ferv^ed him ^rrec^lv, the npble, Lprdj ha4 nqt qptQif 
pletel y made good^ haxing nateds na more than twq. n^atterfii 
which he had charged as deficiepcies, and which would, have 
been iiii his opinion rather extraordinary, had* they beea 
noticed in the fpeech. With regard to the firft of theft^ viz* 
tbe.queftion whether there was to be a loan and any new 
taxes,, thofe were points which h^ conceived that w;is. not 
th^ proper day fpi* dtfcuffion. Tl)c lah^uage of thp fppeph^ 
lipv^^eyer, gave no intimation that coul4 warrant any^ c6i>- 
clu(ioiii fimilar to tliat f^uggdUd, by. thQ. qob]^ ^r4 i Indqe^ 
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ft vir6'tiW have l>^n 'e^tfalty riovd' afnd lingular for His Majefty 

to^aVe fa?d arty thing Kke it to his Parliament, becaufe it 

^as 'tior^poffihle for i5ie faSs to be known, which could alonfe 

have jjuftified a'jw" filch fleclaration. The language of His 

Majdtty to thatii(!nife on^he fuhjeS of fapply, was the la'n- 

gtrnge '^oper'for His Maf^y to 'hold : he had told them, 

that he had onSered the eftfmates for the enfuing year to he 

lard brfore ihefhn, "and that he confided^ in their liberality and 

zeal to gr^t the'neccffary fup^lies, with a juft regard as Well 

*to tlife de^dnohiy requifite 'in evfery de]>artment, as to the \ 

ma'intbrta'hce of the Tiatiortal c'rfedit, and the real exiigencies of 

the pdblic fervice. Irt t!he addrefs they iiad promifed to fulfil 

His Majefty's expeflations ; to grant Tuch fuppjies as the 

ftVaititfehartte of the natfiohal cremt, attd the real exigencies 

of the public ferVice, might Vd^di re. 

It Hvas oi*>Iy ne^elFary, in this fuilimary Tnamier, to pledge 

th*i"nTelves 'tlo their conttituents, that their meafures would he 

fquzYtd hy the 'neceffities of pubHc affairs. He was therefore 

kt aloft to cdnceive at wlrat Tpecies of irfformation ihe noble 

Lord'poihted, He fcfe^rti'inly could hot fufpeft there Was any 

irttention of drawing hi tn 'off his guard, or temptmg hinii 

ft6m that Jine of prudent Treferve which it was his duty tor 

Aiaihtain. Whatever the* idea pf the noble Lord might be, 

Ml he was' at liberty to fay "whs, that it was the great objed of 

Admlniftration' to fiarrow the public expenditure as much a^ 

^Ter '-dhey could. This \Vas their grtat principle ; and he was 

not without hOpfes that they would be able to carry it through 

every deJjartto^iVt bf ftate. They Svere united in the refolu- 

tron <if ftipportihg, by all their iAfluence and addrefs, the , 

credit of the nation. But this could not be done wTthout 

providing for the unfu'nded debts. Every retrenchment then, 

which any office or offices might admit of, would certainly 

he carried into the fpfeedvefl execution : and fo far was he of 

opinton, what' the nbhle Lord had fai'd concerning the re- 

dlu6tion of the army, Wi^s anfwered. He prefum^d gentlemen 

on all fides of the Hcrtife Would think it peculiarly premature 

to ehter nbw into a ^articiihr inve/ligatron or ft.itement of" 

fuch topits as, in the couf fe of bufinefs, mufl infallibly comer 

Wilder feparate'and 'miiiut^ dilcufSons. The time when the 

i^^ftibn of tlie ariiiy carte to be debated, would be on lay-^ 

xhg the eflih1af6s -fpecifically before the Houfe ; then an op- ' 

portunity vt^ould bcctir for ftating whatever objeftions coulcf 

be fairly bYbught agaihlt Admrhiflration on that fubjeft r 

b\it to antidpate futh'a debate on a motion for an addrefs to 

His Majefty, would merfely,' in point of titfife, be out of all 

order* 
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order. With regard to the other matter pointed out by the 
no\ile Lord as a matter that ought to have beea mentioned in 
the fpeech, viz. Whether there was to be any additional re- 
duflion of thi? army, that was a queflion which belonged to 
a feparate and diftincSt difcuflioa, that gentlemen well knew 
would he brought on at a future day, but which certainly 
was not entitled to make any part of His Maje(ly*s fpeech 
from the throne. Having thus anfwered what Lord Surrey 
had ftated as the two deficiencjes in the fpeech, Mr. Pitt faid, 
Undoubtedly it was perfe£Hy conftiturional for His Majefty's 
fpeech to be confidered in that Houfe as the fpeech of the 
Minifler: this, for the purpofe of debate, cuftom had very 
properly fandicned ; but he believed it had not been ufu^l 
to pufli the idea to fo latitudinous an extent, as to coniider 
the fpeeches of the mover and feconder of the addrefs as the 
fpeeches of the Minifler likewife. This, however, the noble 
Lord had done, for the firft time, that day; nay, he had. 
done more -^ he had even cenfured the mover and feconder, 
not for what was, but for what was not, in their fpeeches. 
For certainly neither of the honourable gentlemen, whofe fa- 
vourable opinion of his condudl did him the higheft honour,^ 
had faid one word on the fubjedl of a reform in the reprefen- 
tation of the People in Parliament : not that he was forry for 
what the noble Lord had faid upon that fubjedt ; on the con- 
trary, he was extremely glad that a parliamentary reform had 
been mentioned. Perhaps he did not difier with the^^ noble 
Lord in thinking that the moft pra^icable mode of accom.- . 
plifhing the objedl of amending the reprefentation of the 
People, would have been to bring it explicitly forward ia 
His Majefty's fpeech. Great and wife men had entertained 
various conceptions of that important matter. He was wil- 
ling to give it all the fair play, to which the ardent defire of 
the People, its own momentous confe(|uence, and his flnccre 
inclination, entitled it. On this bufinefs lie laboured incef- 
fantly. It was that which, of all others, was the nearefl: his 
heart : and at this very early period of the leffion to hav« 
ftated it fpecifically, was impoilible. Much was flill to dp. 
His ideas were not matured. It comprehended a great variety 
of confiderations : it related to the cflentials or vitals of the 
Conftitution ; it therefore Required the moft delicate and un- 
remitted attention : it was a path which he was determined 
to tread ; but he knew with what tenderncfs and circamfpec- 
tion it became him to proceed. He hoped, however, in ^ 
few days to be able to name a day in, which he fliould have 
the honour of fubmitting his |>ropofition to the Houfe. It 

was 
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Was his aim to proppfe a fpecific plan of refdriti, -whlcli, in 
,his judgement, for of that bnly h^ fpoke, and for that only 
he pledged hiipfelf, as every man Would undoubtedly judge ih 
fo great and critical a cafe, according to the befi of bis own 
judgement^ which ^e prefumed would be an improvement of 
'the ConftijtUtlon, as it would confer permanency and eSe€t 
on thofe principles which conftituted its diftinguiihing excels 
ieiice. To this meafure he pledged himfelf, but did not feel 
^ny obligation to define it at prefent, nor was he willing to 
"bring it .forward too early^ left lie might not leave himfelf 
fuflScient time for digefting what he Aould think it incum* 
bent on him to lay before the Hpufe. fiut he Wsls anxious to 
ioiprove his ptin with whatever was requifite to render it ef-- 
fei^ual, and to bring it on with every folemnity which could 
contribute to Its influence and refpe£tabtKty. He fliould 
therefore chufe that a motion for a call of the Houfe fliould 

{»Veced|e it, in order that the friends and oppofers of the mo« 
ion ipight have a fair irivitatio^i either to fupport or contefl 
it. He would intrude but one word more on the patience of* 
tbe Houfe, and that was, to beg that the honourable gentle- 
men on ;all fides, whatever their opinions might be, would 
diveft their iTiinds.pf every prejudice, and endeavour to meet 
this prefEng and important difcuffibn witli candid minds^ 
biailed by.np prepofleffion, or pre^conceived by no predilec- 
tion to any mod^ of re^refehtation preferable to another, and 
influenced by npne of the fcl^ehfies and writings Mfliich they 
h^d fe^n pf' late. In this dil^ofition of mind, the objeflt 
would be iippartially invefligated ; and this was their duty on 
all queftions which challenged their attention, as the dele** 

Sj^tes of a great and powerful People : but it more particu-* 
atly became them to decide the fubje£t of a reform in the re* 
prefentation of their conftituents, as that was a bufinefs irt 
whicl^'^tb^ xrere more immediately and deeply interefted* 
flc<3fiferfed Up advi^ to them which he would iiot hitafetf«en« 
deai^om-'to praftifc. lie thanlced the Houfe for their atten-* 
t!on. He prefumed he had not encroached on their patience^ 
.xlUMie than hit d^y and fi^ui^tio;^ made it necefiary. He was 
alwsrys » proud .of th^ir indulgence and confidence; and he 
fhocrM make it the ftud^ of his life to abufe neith^ the one 
- toor.tbe oihcr^ 

tiord Mr/*, in acquiefcirtg with the addrefs, which, from U. North* 

' |be faithfo,! Conrmons to the Throne, he thought could netfer 

%e top .^uiianimo^/Was'i notwithftanding, fohcitous that his 

. ilMrtiai«hlS m')gh% not.b(?.mifunderftood.' He protefted againft 

i^t icWge orpfefumptjon in .wteit.l)e h^d to obferve; flo 

. ioan 'was leTs ^^llli^ng than he to fuggeR' any thing which 

VouXVIL C - might 
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fid^t leflen the union which the prefent addrefs was likely 
to dieet from the obvious temper of the Hoofe; but as 
the words might be conftrued more ways than one, he ihould 
be excufed in pointing out that fenfe in which he was willing 
to agree with them. The words were all elegant and unex- 
ceptionable^ They were only liable to be miilaken as con* 
veying a meaning which he was aware the right honorable 
gentleman over againft him never intended. Thil^ much he 
was happy, in, that he could very cordially and fincerely join 
iiTue in tne addrefs, which, like all other addrefl^s, was no 
more than an echo to the (peech. He was as Avmlj perfua* 
ded as any man, and no man was more happy in his perfua- 
iion than he was, that His Majefty was ready to give his 
hearty concurrence in every meafure which can tepd to allc** 
viate our natiojtial burdens ; to fecure the true principles of 
the Cpnftitutioq, and to promote the welfare d his r^ple* 
Unfortunately iome fmall difierences were entertained con* 
cerning what .thofe meafures were which were moft calculated 
to fecure the true principles of the Conftitution He djf- 
claimed any fentiments whatever which had not this di^ed, 
invariable, ,and unequivocal tendency. He was ihy to' fay 
what his opinions were, and there could be no reafopioe on 
^ what was not kjnown ; but there were other channels ol in- 
formation, than from the Miniiler in his oftenfible capacity, 
in that h^ofe. * It was certain the Public had other concep- 
tions, than thofe oblique and coveit ones, th^t the Miniiler 
had barisly glanced at now« His Lordlhip thei| referred to thm 
Rev. Mr. Wyvlll's letter*, which taught thei People t^o be- 
lieve that an equal reprefentation was a meafure to which the 
Minifter had pledged himfelf both ?s a man and a miniften 

He 

♦ A circular letter fciit by the Rev. Mr, Wyvill, to the.CMrmea 
of the feveral Committees of the counties aiid citiet taifodaj^d for 
the piirpoi^ of obtaining a. reform in the reprefentatioa of the 
People. The following is a copy of the -letter : 

«' fffrors Houlj KingSireeu St, yamiJ% 

^« $ I R, - ** December i-j^ \7H- 

" I AM authoriied by Mr. Pitt to dedare, that he wiU bring |hc 

** fUbjeA of a parliamentary reformation before the Houfe of- Com* 

*< mon's at early as poffible la the neaCt feffion ; that he will fupport 

^* his intended pi'opoiitions to the utmoflof his ftrengtb, and that be 

. « will «xert his wh<4e power and credit, as atnan^ and as a minijiert 

« hmefiiy and boUhjf^ to carry fuch a meliorated fyhcm of repr^feota* 

** tion as may /plate ^he Conilitution oa a fopting of permanent fepU"* 

** uty, 1 aijifliiippy to eommua^catc this intelligeacex which, I truft, 

<• wiU 
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He rejoiced to find this declaration piretnattire ; that it was 
Hot authoti'fed ; and that the queftion was to take its chance^ 
without having any dependence whatever on his official capa* 
City. He cohfefled that letter had not a little alarmed hin)» 
as it threatened to bring an influence in, and on that fide^ 
which he fhould always refift, much more formidable than 
all the right honourable gentleman's doquencci which he ac- 
knowledged was itfelf fufficiently powerful. . He hoped, 
however, gentlemen would paufe a little on what their fuf^ 
frages were thus likely to be demanded. The point was no 
new one; it had been difcufled by gentlemen out of place, 
and with a weight of argument, which all his honours coctdy 
apart from the fond fuggellions of ambition, but little aug«^ 
ment. Was it not then thrown out by a great majority? 
What could be urged in its favour, which had not already 
been urged, faid his Lordfhip, |n this Houfe? Gentlemen 
would do well to take care how, thus circumftanced, they 
difpofe of their opinions. However confcientioufly they 
may a£):, the Public will pronounce on wh^ they do ; and it 
remiains with them to determine whether it would, on fuch sw- 
fu[^fition as this, bepoi&ble to account for their relinquiih^ 
ing their former fehtiments^ grounded op conviflion and fair 
and\»pright principles of condujE);. He was therefore as feri- 
ous and important as the.Minifter could be, in exhorting 
gentlemen to enter on the decifion of this great principle with 
fingleAefs of mind* Nothing could afie^ the Conftitution 
more deeply« It involved all that was dear to Eogliflimen — 
ail that did reverence to our anceftors-r-all that rendered the 
name of Britain refpedkaUe to friends and foes* He conjured 
every member of the Houfe^ oa thataccoant» to revere^ with 

'< will give pleafure to you. Sir, and to every firm and unqueftionable 
** friend to the rights of diie People. And from recent coinmuniea* 
<* t\6n hi Yorkihire, I can yenture to aifure you, that it is highly 
'* probable, if the borough of ■ ' , and other refpe^lable bodies, 

f ihouid be heartily difpofed, on this occafion, to teftify their (enti* 
** ments in favour of political reformation, a vigorous effort would 
'" be made in.^Yorkihire, in concurrence with them, to give effe6^uai 
^* fupport to the neceflary mcafure — the improvement of our reprc* 
^< fentation* << I am, with great refpef^, 

«* Your moft obedient, 

** humble fervant, 

<* C. W Y V I L L." 

** A« the tppf trance of thtt iiitellt|tenc(» In the riewfpapers, for fome timci, 

** would do iiijfinite diiTerrice totl)ec^^fe, I would req^eC^ you to ^vm^/ that 

" with cauiion ; though, flt^rt pf publication, I think it canaot oe too gene* 

M rally known/' 

C z acctiracy 
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newncy ini veherationt the fyfleni of f&Iicy "vrbkh bad 
been banded down from generation to generation with fo 
iBiich zeal, and at fnch an expenditure of blood and pro* 
petty. This was their duty to their cdnriti-jr, to their Kinj|^ 
totneir conftituentf^ and to their pofterity ; snd.if tbey felt 
its importance as he did, they would regard it with finoerfty^ 
fidelity, and confcience. To talk of feetiring the true pirin-^ 
ciples of the Conftitution by ^y innovation, appeared loi 
bim to be a direft contradiSion in terms ; he could not^ for 
that reafon, liften to fo ftrange a pofition. H^ joined with 
the right honourable gentleroin wb6 bad juft fat d(>wni moA 
heartily in his earned entreaty that gentlemen wOi^d Dot 
fufier tbeir ipinds to be prejudiced. He begged that nothing 
they had heard, nothing they had read, andy what Was Qiorey 
nothing they hdd feen, and where, at. any tinle^ or in any 
ihape, whether under tbe form of autliority ortudt, whether 
in a common newfpaper, or any where elfe, mi^t be fuffered 
to bias their minds. He hoped, that .hot cxily what tbe man 
had formerly faid, but what the Miiiifter h^d faid that day^ 
for was reported to have faid any other day, would not bt 
fuffered to make the fmalleft impreffion. The io^rtce smd 
weight pf a great Miniftdr was, in his mind^ as .bid an in^ 
fluence, and as neceifary to be gdarded againft^ as any inflvenp^ 
whatever. His X/>rdfhip here proaeeded to oomnient on 
Mr, Wy viirs eircular letter on the fiibjedk of parliamentary 
reform. H^ felefied that part of it, whidh ftated that Mr* 
Pitt had pfornifed to exert hi^ Whol^ pbwer as a man, and as 
g MiniAsr, honeftly and boldly, to carry a propofitioii of a 
parliamentary reform ; ahd a(ked, what was meant by tbe 
toppofition of tbe wprd '' Miniifasr" tb the word <<Man?" 
He faid, h|e t>refumed the meaning was, that the Minifter 
Was to do foihething more than thh man could ib^ aftd What 
that fothething Was^ he declared be Was at a lofs to itaiagine. 
He aiked alfo what was m^^nt by the wt>rds ^* honeftly and 
boldly P^ add ienumer^ted the fdttner ^h$ made by Mr. Pitt 

S procure a i>arliamehtary refofrtt, ih order to prove that a 
inifter coul4 do no iborjB than a mart, but that by the in- 
trodudlioo.pf tbe words ^ honeftly and boldly," it appeare4 
2|8 if 9 fpfplcion had been (Entertained that the Minifter Would 
fio^ do as much as the man. He then reminded fuch gentle- 
men w^P had formerly yoted tgainft a reform:^ of the inde- 
lible fiifj^race they ti^ouU infallibly entail on themfelves, if 
they gave tbe Minifter that fupppit whith tbey had fter? 
merly refufed to the man* He ther^ remarked, that it migh( 
pe a nifit^r of great ipconvenience^ that the fubjed had be^ii 

agitated 
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agitated that day, and exprefled a wifli that the Minifter ha4 
not lent it the weight of bis authority and interfer^ce in 
the manner in which he had delivered hlmfelf in the courfe of 
the debate. He faid, the circulation of an intention to make 
any propofition of reform, was a matter, in his opinion, ex« 
tremcly dangerous^ Nay more, Mr, Wyvill, in tlie poft- 
fcript to bis letter, had declared that he thought the publica* 
tion of that letter dangerous. How Mr. Wyvill could re- 
concile it, that it was iafe to have printed what he had himfelf 
declared it was dapgerous to have publifhed, or how he could 
jaftify circulating mc letter throughout the whole kingdom^ 
after bavid£ given it as his opinion that it would be danee- 
totts 10 have it publiflied, he c;ould not conjecture. His 
X^rdflitp declared, that his reafon for aiTenting to the addref9 
was^ btffraufe the words of the laft paragraph in theTpeech 
were fo .general, that he could do it with a fafe confcience. 
Joftead of cOniid«ring them as having reference to a parlla- 
fuenury reform, they might poffibly allude to the proceed* 
ing^ ai Weftminfter, to that violent, unconftitutional, and 
moft oppreiHv« violation of the rights of elefiion i or they 
fiiigbt allude to the late attempts to deprive juries of their 
jpdwei^y of to any thing ^Ife. Lord North touched upon 
Ireland,: and laid, he could not ccnceive how that could be 
4!riminal in Ireland, and punilhable by attachment from the 
Court of King^s Beach, which was publicly encouraged in 
Great Britain by the King's Minifter ; he faid he had no 
manniir 6f objeaion to aqufting fuch points in the commef* 
cialinte^courfe between this kingdom^ and Ireland, as had- 
•not been finally arranged ; but the word *< reciprocal," be 
Joldohired, rather alarmed him, and hurt his ear. It reminded 
htm of the definitive treaty between Great Britain and^fae 
United States of America, in which reciprocity was declared 
to bs the cement jOf perpetual peace and harmony, and yet 
tvtty body knew, that in the future articles of that treaty^ 
liUlhe reciprocity was on one fide. He hoped the fame fore 
fif feeiprocity was not now about to be eftablilhed, but that 
tht H6w interpretation of the word ** reciprocal" was to be 
^ibattdohed, and the old fenfc rcftored. Having diverted the 
Ht>u(fc with this idea, his Lordfhip concluded with declaring^ 
that for the reafotis he had ftated, he fhould vote for the 
Addrefs. 

Mr. Bkrii began with aSuring the noble Lord who fpoke Mr. Bofk«b 
early in the debate, that he could fupply the want of defici- 
^ieneies which the right honourable Chancellor of the Exche- 
^ue^ had imputjed to ols Jjjri&ipi as a proof tluit he had not 

made 
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made good his aflertion that thefe were many deficiencies m 
the I'peech from the throne. Mr. Burke remarked, that though 
the prefent was one of the fliort'eft fpeeches ever heard, yet» 

*^ that fo far from its meeting with that tinanimity 'which the 
Minifter had been itl fuch a hurry to flatter himfelf with, it 
Bad provoked as tnanj difierent opinions as the longeft fpeech 
ever made had excited. He compared it with the fpeech fl^n 
the throne in the adminiftration of the Earl of Shelburne, and 

- -^ . faid, it feemed as if the fame pefforis who ptodoced that fa- 
mous catalogue of profeffions and promifes, had produced this, 
and that having had fo large a litter in 178a, they vfert ex* 
haufted now, and able only to bring fotth the little fneaktng 

- .remnant on the table. He ridiculed the fpeech of 1782, and 

;^ compared it to the large pye which the hofpitaWe Lord Surrey 
had prefented to his conftituents at CarKfle. The- fpeech ol 
1782 was, he faid, in like manner; an enormous chicken, 

. , duck, hare, goofe pye^ fit to be fet upon the table as a matter 
to be admired as well as to be eateti $ whereas the prefent 
fpeech was one of thofe petty patties that people all relHhed* 
It was fo full of equivocation anddouble- meaning, that every 
man of every opinion might iind fome part ^r other of it,, 
that would m^t his fentiments,' or bear a conftru^oa £milar 
to his fentiments, be they what (hey might. • Thus, one of his 
noble friends had faid, he approved it becaufe it bore a con* 
cealed reference to a parliamenlary reform ; another noble 
friend approved it^ becaufe it did not convey any fuch mean- 
ing ; and before the debate was over, he had no aoabt butya^ 
rious other reafons, of a tiature equally oppofite and vari6iis, 
would be affigned for aflenting td it. With regard to the in- 
tended motion for a parliamentary reform, he underftood it 
-Was to confi|l of an addition of fixteen. If any alteration 
were made, he fhould confider it as the death and burial of 
the Gniftitutiom and it was indifl^reot tp him, whether i% 
was buried in linen or woollen, whether it had fixteen or fixty 
more pall-hearers. He adverted to the late proceedings againft 
the Irifli (herifFs, unjuftifiable, he faid, on principles pf rea^ 
fon or of law. They were not by way of information or 
indi£lment, but by an attachment ex ^io^ wherein, with- 
.out any application made, the King's B^nch afTumed a power 
unknown to the confiitution. I dp not, continued be,, mean 
to 'make any particular inferences from the affairs of Ireland, 
dlilinft as it is from this, an imperial kingdom itfelf ; but 
mijfl arraign the condufl: of that Minifier who cag thus pu- 
.nifh in one kingdom what all his authority is employed to 
Tecommend in another. Will any perfon.fay, that on the 

face 
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&ce of things It implies not a manifeft contradi<Sliony or th^t 
^e Tyrii belingues of antiquity are not renewed in our prefeirt 
hopeful Adminiflration. With refpeft to the fpeech, he 
would fay he. difliked it, and that for a very ftrong reafon, 
and that .was the total omiffion, the unpardonable omiffion of 
a fubje£b of the greateft magnitude, a fubjedl of the firlt im- 
portance, and a fubjeA, in comparifon with which, all con- 
iideration of a parliamentary reform, all confideration of 
Ireland, dearly as he loved his native country, and highly a9 
he wifiied its welfare, appearisd to be trivial toys. What he 
alluded to, was the total filence of the fpeech with regard to 
the Eaft Indies. Our dominions there were, he faid, the 
greateft ftake this country had to rifque^ and fuch was the 
prefent fituation of afiairs there, that they called loudly for 
the immediate notice of Parliament. Why Minifters had 
negleded to advife his Majefty to recfommend our affairs in 
the Eaft Indies to their notice^ he was at' a lofs to imagine. 
There was at this, moment in India as great a phenomenon 
as ever .the world had produced. A perfon, who ftood not as 
^ 4elinqqent» but as a criminal^ in the eye of that Houie^ 
whofe ctiminal charge was on the records of their journals, 
and wlipferecai had been ordered by that Houfe ; nevertheleTs, 
In defiance.. of their authority, that criminal was at this mo- 
pxent copimandjpg our arm^^es, and diredling the expenditure 
of our revenues in BengqiJ. ,,Jp.prder to convince the Houfe 
of the terrible fituation of bur, affairs in a particular part of 
Hindoftan, Idr. Burke lead,^ t^e Houfe the following ex^ra£t 
from Mr* liaftings's letter, lately publiflied *: 

** On my way, I had the alarming perfpeftive of a foil fo 
<* completely exnauftedof its natural moifture, by the failure 
«• of one entire feafon of tl^^, periodical rains, that, except the 
•* fields of grain which have been kept in vegetation by the 
<< uncommon labourof the hufbandmen, and were ft ill cloathed 
^< with a luxuriant produce, or remained the ftubble of the- 
^* recent harveft, the plains exhibited an appearance of bac- 
<« rennefs fo dreary, that ^yen the roots of its former her^ 
*^ bag^ no longer exifted^ and the deep ravines, and beds of 
«< rivei^, which I paOed, thr^w up floud^ of duft from thQu: 
^« chanijcis,*' 

The cpnntry thus defcribed, Mr. Bujke faid, was larger in 
extent .than £,ngland^ He expatiated upon the wretchednefs 

^- A letter from Mr Hafiings to the Court of Dircftort , dated from 
Lucknow, the 30th of March, 1784, with a paftfcripr, dated the 
tyiik of ApriL It was fiift made lecret at ii\c india Houie, but af- 
terwardi ()uMiihed by P«i)(ett« 
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of the inhabitants, and reprobated the plan proposed bj Mr'* 
Haftings to withdraw the influence of the Britiih government 
from O wde for ever. He termed Mr. Haftings a Muflblman, 
2nd gave the Houfe information, that all the upper part of 
Hindoftan was in a ftate of open rebellion, and that Mrm 
Hdftings had adlually contra£l£a for a new war in India, and 
that in fa6l there would be two wars in that country very 
Shortly. Though the afl!airs of the Eaft were enveloped in ;i 
myfterious fecrecv, though the proprietors looked at .prefeht 
more for diamonas than difcoveries, yet it was now clear that 
the country was in a ftate of diftra£ted rebellion could not 
long be concealed. That the criminal ag;ainft whom that 
"Houfe fulminated its cenfures, yet rctainea the reins of go- 
vernment, that he has had the infolence to level his deigns 
againft the man (Lorf 'Macartney) who had been honoured 
*by the approbation of that Home, wete fefts weH known. 
It remained for him to add, that profufibn on the onehand# 
arid peculation on the other, had left no money toy urehafe 
the in^eilments of the Company ; that even .tfieir Treafnry 
i\ orders pafled at a difcount of 12 per cent. J that the expencei 

\ t>f the eftabiifhment had been grsUiually raifed to the enormous 

|j *fumof 5i2,ood. per annum, and tnat thus fituated^ Mr. 

; Haftings had dared, without the knowledge of Government^ 

Ij -m the Proprietors, aftually to engage in a war, hazardoui 

I -and defperate in the extreme, as if to fill the meafure of ca« 

f iamity, and complete the ruin'bfe had beguq. He repro* 

i bated the idea of , thinking to extriTft from the diftr^s 

'i of Hindoftan any alleviation of our bprdens; pledg^^bjm* 

jj ^elf in the moft fblemn manner to fupport his ^rtioqa 

w th proofs the moft irrefragable, and concluded his long fp^e^ 
^by moving ah amendment to the.addrefs to the followiug 
. purports 

** Convinced by fatal experience, that every '4tyiB;fionipf 

'** the revenues of the Eaft Indies, ;from the local^eftabliijj- 

** ments or juft appropriation, muft ultimat;ely tend to^the 

'•* ruin of that country, and to lay additional bufderis vipQfi 

•* this, your faithful Commons feeg leave toaflure ypW Ma« 

•** jefty, that we will inquire minutely into the qirctfnifta^cej, 

** to prevent, pecubt ion in future^ and to punilh the j^fferi- 

*« ders, if they can poffiblybe difcovcred,*' ' : ' 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox rofe next, and began with declaring, thit thoi^ 

he.moft cordially concurred. in every rbing that his risht^ho'^ 

nourable friend bad iaid on the fubjeA of India, and thougbf 

it highly neccffary that (bme notice Ihould.havebce^ taf^n 

9t 
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of it in his Majefty*s ipeecb, that neverthelefs he fiiouM 
give the addrefs his alTent ; and that he ihould do fo, whe- 
ther the amendment was carried or not. Mr, Fox then went 
into a difcuilion of Indian affairs, declaring that he begged 
pardon of the Eaft-India Direftors for having fanpofed Aat 
no fvftem of government of India could be fo bad as that 
carried on under their dire£tion. Experience had fhewn^ 
that under the prefent abfurd and miferabie Board of Control 
as much peculation and corruption was carried on in India 
as ever. But as this fubjeft would foon be brought for- 
ward 10 the Houfe, either for advice or crimination, he / 
would difmifs it for the prefent. He defired not to be un* 
derflood as pledging himfelf to any particular meafure, by 
giving his confent to the prefent Addrefs. As far as what 
was in it went towards a declaration that the meafures lately 
purfued for the prevention of fmuggling had been efiedlua], 
he had no objedlion, becaufe he had been told they had ; but 
if any thing like an approbation of that wild, unjuft, op- 
preflive, and fevere burden on the public^ the commutation 
tax, as it was called, was implied under the approbation of 
the meafures againft fmuggling ; to that he did not aflfent, 
becaufe he held it in utter abhorrence. It reminded him, he 
faid, of a language that had been held during the admini- 
ftration of the prefent Marquis of Lanfdown, of increaiing 
the revenue by taking off taxes ; an idea as abfurd as ever 
entered into the mind of man. The commutation tax had 
a£led exaAly in the contrary way ; it had added to the bur- 
dens of the people, without increafmg the revenues of the 
country. Having ftated the hardfhip put upon the public 
by the commutation tax, and particularly reprobated it as a 
moft ilU timed meafure, it being fuggefted and carried at the 
very hour when the public were unavoidably to be galled by 
new and burdcnforac taxes, Mr. F9X fpoke of the unani- 
mity which Mr^ Pitt had mentioned with fo much fatisfa£^ion 
as marking the proceedings of the day, and advifed the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer not to draw too flattering a prefage 
from the circumfiance. He put him in remembrance that 
the two laft addrcfTes at the opening of the two laft feflions 
of the old Parliament, had been carried unanimoufly, afnd 
that neverthelefs the two adminiftrations then refpeftively in 
office, had been fpecdily afterwards overthrown ; a circum- 
ftance as little to be expefted by them, and as little probable 
at the time, as a fudden overthrow of the prefent Admini-* 
ftration was or could be. With regard to what had been 
Vol. XVII. • D faid 



I 



i8 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1785. 

faid on the fuhjcft of a parliartientary reform, Mr. Fox de- 
clared himfelf a faft friend to a meafure of that tendency^ 
but he could not but conceive that the Miniftcr's propofing 
a fpecific propofition was the moft unlikely means to obtain 
[ the end. He proceeded to remark on a letter circulated by 

;j the reverend gentleman, (Mr. Wyvill) wherein the Chan- 

if cellor of the Exchequer was faid to have promifed his fupport 

J as a man and a Minifter. Of this he required an explana* 

I;.* tion ; to fupport as a Miniftcr, could literally but mean, as 

, ,;, a fervant of the King ; nor could it be tortured into any other 

fenfe, unlefs it applied to the exertion of an undue influence, 
»[ which the Confiitution did not acknowledge, and which, 

; therefore, he hoped the honourable gentleman would difavow. 

!i He then alluded to the Wcftminfter fcrutiny, of which, he 

.1 /aid, he would not at prefent anticipate a future difcuflion ; 

i' but that furely every pretenfion to reform was in itfelf a 

mockery, when fucb a power was permitted in a returning 
) officer, as to delay the rctqrn, for years perhaps, according 

to his plcafure. He then took notice of tne rcdudlion of the 
army, and faid, that if, notwithftandirig the pacific alTurances 
His Majefty received from all foreign powers of their good 
' difpofition towards Great Britain, Adminiflration had reafon 

j to fufpe£t that fomething would, or only imagined that 

J fomething might arife upon the Continent, likely to afFcft 

j the interefts of this country, they would do wifely not to 

reduce the army any lower. He reminded Minifters of the 
j ncc^flity for their keeping a wary eye over the conduft of 

i the HoMfe of Bourbon, and bid them look to the prefervation 

; of the balance of power in Europe, which had ever been 

[ thought material to the prefervation df the interefls of this 

J country. The management of the military force, he ob- 

ferved, was no part of the privilege of that Houfe, but 
ij| refled in the King and his prerogative. In faft, the army 

i was altogether in the hands of the executive government, and 

^ in the nature of ihi-ngs, the conduft muft be entrufled to the 

I executive government. His Majefty came to that Houfe to 

{ afk a fupply for the pay and cloathing of the army, and that 

Houfe had it then in its power to check any abufc the exe- 
cutive government might commit in that refpeft ; but if it 
■. were poffibic that a Kmg of Great Britain could be impru* 

I dent enough to keep up too fmall a niilitary force, in a mo- 

;i mcnt of alarm, (which certainly was not very probable, as 

kings were generally inclined to maintain as large an army 
as their fub}efts would pay for) he. for one fhould think it 

expedient 



A. 1785. D E B A T E S, 

expedient that the Houfe (houid addrefs the Crown, and ad- 
vifc the having a larger army ; be hoped, therefore, that 
Adminiftration would not, if they faw occalion to the con- 
trary, think of tnakifig an additional reduction of the ariny. 
Mr. Fox faid, he hoped alfo, that Adminiftration would 
have the firmners, if additional burdens were neceflary for 
funding the remainder of the national debt, and for providing 
an annual furplus of the nature of a finking fund, for the 
pufpofc of diminifhing that debt, to propofe fuch meafures 
as were neccffary. Let Adminiftration bccompofcd of what 
men it might, however jDppoftte their political opinions, they 
might reft affuted of his hearty fupport. The objedts were 
great national objefts, and in all fuch he was ready to agree. 
Mr. Fox commended that part of the fpeech, which advifed 
the confideration of the matters fuggeftcd in the Reports of 
the Commiffioners of Accounts, and faid, he hoped the 
confolidating the duties of the cuftoms would be among the 
matters fo taken under confideration. He commended alfo 
Mr. Pitt's intention of moving for a call of the Houfe, in 
order to procure a full attendance, when the fubjcft of par- 
liamentary reform ftiould be brought under difcuffion, and 
faid, he had it in his intention to propofe various morions 
relative to India and other topics, which defcrved the ma- 
tureft confideration. He therefore fliould take advantage of 
the propofed call of the Houfe, although the bufinefs of the 
feffion was likely to be fo extremely important, that, in his 
opinion, every gentleman who had any regard for the public 
interefts, any fenfe of what he owed to his country, ought 
to need no greater ftimulative to attend conftantly, than the 
rcflcftion of the magnitude and multitude of thcobjefts that 
muft neceflarily be iubmiited to parliamentary debate and 
deliberation. Mr. Fox reprobated the iffuing attachments 
from the Court of King's Bench* in Ireland. If, fays he, 
the pillars of the Conftitntion are to be fapped, and the facred 
rights of juries are to be invaded, our expefted reform is fri- 
volous and futile. " I will not fay but that the mcafure may 
be neceffary here^ which in Ireland circumftances may render 
inexpedient. But I muft infift, that in both cafes, the meet- 
ings are precifcly the fame. There cannot pofli hi y be goilt 
in one, and innocence in the other ; and from this truth, 
what alarming inferences are not to be drawn ? We know the 
Minifter not to be hoftile to the meafurc ; we fcan therefore 
only argue, that in the violence of this procedure, he fceks 
to eftablilh. a precedent which he may find ufcful. He con- 

D 2 eluded 
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eluded with faying, that to the addrefs he gave a qualified. 
confenr. He had interpreted it according to his own ideas ; 
but when it was mentioned, that the *< true principles of the 
*' Conftitution were to be fecured/* no peribn, in his opi* 
nion, could vote as he did, unlefs convinced with him^ that 
caufes of danger did then exift. 
Mr. Chin. Mr. Chancellor Pitt claimed that indulgence, which, ia 
ceUorPitt. IjJj former fpccch, he had faid he Ihould hope for. He di- 
re£tcd what he faid to different parts of the fpeeches of Mr. 
Burke, Lord North, aud Mr. Fox. He began with remark- 
ing, that Mr. Burke had obfcrved, that the unanimity ho 
had flattered himfelf with was not h'kcly to take place, but 
that the fpeech of the day, although it was fo remarkably 
; ihort, was likely to give rife to as much divcrfity of opinion 
as the longeft fpeech that ever had been made. The right 
honourable gentleman, he faid, was, of all men, the beft 
qualified to judge of the comparifon between a very fhort 
and a very long fpeech ; he would, neverthelefs, tell the 
right honourable gentleman, that the unanimity which the 
prefent fpeech was likely to meet with, would be exadlly the 
fame with the unanimity that attended the longeft compolltion 
ever moved in that Houfe, and which took up four hours 
delivering in the laf! fefEon of Parliament. Mr. Pitt took 
notice of Lord North's animadveriions upon the word " reci- 
procal/' The noble Lord, he declared, had fo much wit, 
and was capable of uiing it in fuch a variety of ways, that it 
was always a difappointment to him, whenever the noblo 
Lord condefcended to fay the fame thing twice upon the fame 
fubjeft. Two years ago, the Houfe would recoUefl:, they 
!f had been diverted with the noble Lord's pleafantry on the 

*j word *' reciprocal." Little did he imagine at the moment^ 

. • that two years afterwards it would rife up again againft him ; 

indeed, had it been pofHble for him to have foreieen fuch an 
"* event, he might eafily have changed it for another word 

which had excellent authority. Mr. Pitt then read from 
the Journal of May 17, 178a, the following refolution : 

*« That it is the opinion of thisJHoufe, that it is indifpen* 
<< fable to the intereft and happinefs of both kingdoms, that 
, *< the conne£tion between them (hould be eflablilbed by iliu« 
V tual confent, upon afolid and permanent footing.'' 

This refolution, he faid, had been moved by the Secret 
tary of State, and it was in order to fulfil the meaning of 
the refolution, and to eftablilh the conneftion between Great 
Britain and Ireland by mutual confent, that he, and thofe 

with 
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with whom he had the honour to ad, had advifed hh Ma* 
jefty to mention Ireland in the manner in which it was men- 
tioned in the fpeech from the throne. He believed it would 
be pretty generally agreed, that there could be no mutual 
confent where there was not a reciprocity of advantage ; 
and, therefore, though the word reciprocal had drawn fome 
ridicule from the noble Lord, he flattered himfelf the Houfe 
would not think it an improper one to be ufed on the occa« 
iion. He could not advert to thofe inflammatory topics^ 
which, in the progrefs of debate, had been adduced refpefl- 
ing fome recent tranfadions in Ireland. Strange analogies 
had been brought forward On this fubje£t. It had been al« 
ledged, that it was the intention of Miniftry not to import 
fugar from Ireland ; but on what grounds were thefe afler*. 
tions founded ? He would not enter into a difcuflion of them. 
— The recent tranfaftion alluded to in Ireland in a conftir 
tutional point of view, admitted of no diflicult explanation. 
It depended upon two circumftances, which were of an ob- 
irious nature, and on the iflue of which the whole affair 
turned^ viz. Whether the Court of King's Bench had done 
right; or, fuppofing they had done fo, whether their de-» 
cifion had altered the Conflitution ? This was the hinge of 
the queftion, and till either of thefe points was fettled, ttvo 
caufe muft remain at iiFuei and in that fltuation he would 
leave it. With regard to the confequences that were . pre- 
dicted to follow the unanimity of the day, he was not Co 
much inclined to fuperftition as the noble Lord, nor could 
he be brought to believe his prophecy. Unanimity had 
preceded the fall of otlier Minifters. The language of pro- 
phecy, however, was often ambiguous, and not always to 
be relied on. Were he to look back to the hiftory of the 
Adminiftrations, whofe fall had. been preceded by maufpi-v 
cious unanimities, he could form various predidions, which 
would ftagger the faith even of the moft credulous. Had 
any one, for example, afFcfting ^ fpirit of prophecy, at a 
period preceding the fall of that Adminiftration, at the head 
of which the Marquis of Larifdown flood, predifted, that 
two great parliamentary charadlers, who had always moved 
in difierent lines, who were known to each other only by . 
thieir political animofities, whofe oppofition was avowed, 
whofe refentments feemed implacable, and their hatred tixtdp 
(hottld, in a myfterious moment, cQalefce, and unite in 
cjefting a Miniiler, by reprobating a peace which the one 
had rendered neceflai-y, and the other had declared to be lb. 
2 Wpuld 
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Would fuch a prophet hare conciliated the faith of the na- 
tion^ and of mankind ? Yet, thi« Houfe knows^ fays he, 
the nation knows, Europe knows, and the world knows, 
that fuch a fatal coalition was formed, and ftill exifts at this 
hour* But to go on a little farther : — At a fabfeqoent 
|>c;riod to that epoch, had any man, afiefling the fpirit of 
predidion, affirmed, that this confederation of fworn ena- 
mies and avowed friends were, in the plenitude of their 
power, full of the obie£t ; but forgetting the means of its 
accompliflimedt amidft the intoxications of ambition and the 
deluiions of power^ to ai'rogate to themfelves the riches and 
the royalty of the country, and of the Crown — to confif- 
cate the property of the fubjed — but in fb daring an cnter- 
prife to alarm the nation, and to accomi^ifh their own over-* 
throw in the very attempt towards monopoly and aggran- 
i|: dizement, would any one have credited the foothfayer, or 

paid any refpeft to his prophecy ? Yet, ftrange as thefe 
events might fecm in the profpeft, we find them developed 
by the hand of time, coming forth in royfterious progreffion 
out of the womb of futurity ! By one bold and defperate 
attempt, that fhook the Conftitution to the center, they 
alarmed and Shocked the fears and feelings of the people,, 
and thus an end was fuddenly put to their career, in the 
very moment that they fondly dreamt that it was to laft for 
ever. The dread of fuch another violation of the Confti- • 
tution ftill hung upon the People's minds, and hence arofe 
the neceffity for His Majefty's declaring in the fpeech, that 
.■ he would concur in any mcafure which could tend to fccure 

-i the true principles of the Conftitution. It was to guard and 

f preferve inviolate the juft balance of the three eftates from 

I a fimilar attempt to deftroy it, that the meafures in queftion 

If would be brought forward. It had been aiTerted, that the • 

fpeech had taken no notice of points of the deepeft impor* 
I tance to the nation. One honourable member in particular 

I had remarked, that it took no notice of grievances which he 

[ had defcribed with all the flowers of imagination, as fuperior 

I to the fubjcft of Ireland, and did not contain the fubftance 

I of a paper which he held in his hand, and had read, in mu- 

I tilated pafiages, culled out, no doubt, for his purpofe, to 

the Houfe. But was there any ground for fuch an objec- 
tion ? Upon the authenticity of that paper, he would not 
decide j but the infertion of it would have furely been ridi- 
culous, as coming from the throne. India had been the 
conftant theme of preceding fpeeches ; but it was now aiked 

♦ why 
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why India was forgot ? He would ftatc to the honourable 
gentleman the real ground of the omiffion. — During a fuc- 
cefEon of feffions of Parliament for feveral years paft, it 
had been the conftant prafticcof His Majcfty to recommend 
to the confideration of both Houfes, the ftate of India af- 
fairs. But it had been alfo the uniform pra£lice of Parlia- 
ment to pay no attention to thofe ];ecommendations from thb 
throne. During the hft feffion of Parliament, however, 
the bufinefs had undergone ihe minutcft difcuffion, and re- 
gulations had been adopted, and had iince produced the moft 
falutary cfFefts. When the evils complained of were thea 
removed ; when thofe laws which were wanted were in full 
force, was there any necefliiy for fuggefting the fubjeft 
afrefh to the confideration of the Houfe ? The bufinefs was 
ended. It was therefore unneceffary to revive it. He could 
not leave this topic, without aflerting, in the moft explicit 
terms, the utility of the Board for the regulation of India 
affairs, which had been eflablifhed during the laft feilion of 
Parliament. He was happy in having it in his power to 
iflTure the Houfe, that the moft falutary effcfts had alreadj" 
been produced by its eftablifhmeot. An honourable mem« 
ber (Mr. Fox) had affefted much candour in fpeaking oa 
this point. He would not fufpe£): his fincerity on the oc- 
cafion, but he would be bold to contradiA the affertioa 
which he had thrown out, that the mode of reguhtioa 
which had been adopted had been productive of a corruption 
and a peculation hitherto unparallelled in the reprob^ed hif« 
tory of India affairs. The contrary was in faft the cafe. 
That corruption and peculation which had formerly exifted^ 
had received a check ; nor had thefe evils been put a period 
to hj the inftrumentality of an all-grafping and overbearing 
ambition, or by means ftpiilar to thofe, which in the pleni- 
tude of power, had been devifed by the right honourable gen- 
tleman and his faithful friends, and of which the nation at 
large had entertained fo bitter a prefage. With regard to 
the commutation tax, he could fpcak of it with, certainty, 
as it had flood the teft of experience, and proved to be as 
wife, efficacious, and beneficial a meafure, as ever had been 
fuggefted. The confequcnces that had followed proved its 
merit incontrovertibly. The revenue had been confiderably 
advantaged, and the public burdens very greatly alleviated. 
H^' faw a right honourable gentleman then in the Houfe, 
(Mr. Eden) who had very laudably, and very much to his own 
n <nour and credit, boroe a chi^ part in an able Report upon 
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the fubjeft ; and if he did not roiftakc^ that right honourable 
gcolleman had in that Report eftimatcd the lofs the revenue 
fuftained by Snuggling, at fomcthing more than two mil- 
lions annually. Let gentlemen confider, that by the com- 
mutation tax, the tea, the principal bank of the fmugglers^ 
;^s an honourable friend of his, who moved the Addrefs,* had 
remarked, was done away* Was not that confideration alone 
11 a proof of the policy and expediency of the incafure ? Mr. 

' Pitt anfwered Mr. Fox's argument on the fubjeft of the pro- 

I pofition for a parliamentary reform, and faid, if he had 



J been a ftranger to the Houfe^ and had come* into a part of 

it, to which he muft not allude, he fhould have been at a 
lofs to have decided which of the two, the right honourable 
gentleman oppofite to him, or the noble Lord in the blue 
ribband had been the grcateft enemy to a reform in the re- 
prefentatioD of the People. He considered the noble Lord 
as a bigot to his opinion upon the fubjed ; and as to ill he 
had faid upon the danger of innovations, had that doctrine 
always prevailed, the world would have continued to this 
day without improvement of any kind, and we fliould have 
not advanced a iingle ftep beyond the darkeft ages of igno- 
rance and barbarifm. With regard to the noble Lord's de- 
iiring that nothing gentlemen had heard, nothing they had 
read, nor nothing they had feen, might be remember^, be 
wifhed they would keep their minds free from prejudices, 
arifing either from general arguments or particnlar reafon* 
ing, till the fpecific propofition which he fhould have the 
honour to propofc, (hould be regularly laid before them. 
Withrefpcft to the letter in the newfpapers to which the 
noble Lord had alluded, as that neither was nor could be 
regularly before the Houfe, it was rather a difficult matter 
to handle; but thus diuch he would fay of it : the letter was 
not hisy neither was he accountable for any particular 
phrafes it contained. But what had palfed upon the fubjeft 
between him and the gentleman who wrote the letter, he 
was not afhamed to avow, in that Houfe or elfewhere.— 
With regard to the words, •* as a man and a minifter," he 
had already faid he was not accountable for any phrafes in 
the compofition, but it was to his mind very clear from the 
words what the gentleman meant to convey $ and that was, 
that }n any fituatioo, public or private, in ofBcc or out of 
office, be would give the propofition his full fupporr. And 
with rcfpcft to the words boldly and honcftly, upon which 
the noble Lord had thrown- fo much farcafm^ did ibe noble 

Lord, 
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Lord^ by an expcri^tncc of hi9 own ufe of power when in 
office, think it an itDpo$ble thing for a Mioifi^r to aft 
boldly and honeftly ? Were hifi maxims and long habits of 
office different from thofe plain, though honeft and manly 
principles? Had be pradiied other means to retain himfelf 
in power ? For his own fhare, he thought boldnefs and ho- 
nefty the beft props of every Adminiilration ; and as long 
as a£ling from thefe priociples^ he enjoyed the confidence 
and the patronage of the natton^he would employ his ut-r 
jmoft endeavours to bring forward thofe meafures which 
were neceflary for rcftoring the Conftitutibn to its original 
principles, always preferving a ftrift regard to that balance 
on which its exiftcnce and glory depend. 

He again took notice of the inflammatory manner i^ 
which a reference to Ireland had been fo frequently made 
in the courfe of the debate; and reprehended Mr. ^urk^'s 
declaration,,, that, compared to India, thesparljamentary 
afluirs of Ireland were light, uivial toys. He faid, the rea** 
fon of India's having been fo pften mentioned in the King^a 
ipeeches.of late years was,, that His Majefty bad conftantly, 
at the beginning of every feffion» recommended the coming 
to fome plan for the government of India, and Parliamenc 
had as conftantly poftponed.the confideration till the laft lef<« 
fion, when the jTubjcft had been agitated, and a plan adopted,* 
that he was fatisfied would anfwer all the defired purpofes ; 
it therefore had become impropjer Co introduce India again 
into the fpcechcs from the throne. He thanked Mr. Folt 
for his pfomiie of fupport, in providing a furplns, after the-, 
manner of a finkingrfund, for the purpoTe of paying off part 
%f the natipnal debt, and mentioned the' different principlot> 
vpon which Lord Northr had afted in bis adminiftration, 
th& nc^ Lord havi«g uniformly declared, . when be raiied 
money and fundtd,: that he had no view to redemption,' but 
confidered it as a faleof fo much of the national eftate for 
aver^ in order to accommodate thr temporary and imn[ie* 
diate exigency of the kingdom. 

Lord ^liri^ rqfe and reminded the Speaker, that he had • Lord Nonth* 
not fpok^n on the quf^flida of amendment, th^ queftion then 
before the Houfe^ heiWifhed, therefore, to take (bme notice 
of the right honourable . gentleman's attacks upon him, 
and upon his argument. His Lordfhip then replied to Mr. 
Pitt's ob&rvations ; and firfl be obfbrved, that the right ho^ 
nourable gentleman poffisfled fuch a power of words, and was 
fo comaianding in hia etoQueqce; his tal«nti as an orator 
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yk& fo faperior» ina 1i& ekpreffion ta roun^ and poli/h'cd. 

tfiat fe fcitfcely Ipcw how to venture a reply ta what He tiaa 

£i|d, althoagh it t^ad been r6' iminedjacely pomted a^ himfeff* 

.TKe right ndfiomrab'fe gentlefnan had caHed him a-prophet 

.J and a bigot, tonefther oTwhiai charailers he liod* the fmalleft 

jf pretention's. It bad hot been -feid '5y hi A that the unanimity 

;" •ftfie (lay Wa» ominous, fot that two adminiftrations hack 

'jl Been overflirowi^ fliorfly ^fter addre&s moVefi upon* fpeech'^ 

' fVo'm His Majeftjr had been vnanhnoufly cnrned: that de- 

<* elaratioh, for it was. ficft a prophecy^ caine from his right 

;i ionourahre Iriend. Trk pretended not to the'jjpft: 6f divin»* 

|H tidtfi^ i>»t the preferit Minifter, and iiHoffe who were thi' 

I means ofi tuiriimont the laft poor deluded Adminiftration^ 

^ liright havfe^ y^t^ for prophets, for they; certamlv knew* 

^t th^ very bill'th^t tney had thenifelves To loudly called 

for, and faid, ^* let us have no paliiatives, no hatf-taeaTuies!*^ 

"^^outd be the meahs-.of tlieir ruin. For his part, his Lord— 

ihip ^ed, he hkd not been* in the* ftcvet. With r«^rd td^ 

dbepeacb which the- nigBt KoriouraMe gptltleman ikid Taid» 

*^^ he had rendewdlneceflacYt'' and his- right hOiioufibie 

fnendi **- had! dAeobred- tO' be fo,'' ft was fUch a peace 3t% tba 

j fttti^oh' of l!he country by no means juftified. It was, as 

''' ke hhd before obferyed, k treaty in which the reciprocity 

declared to be the cediefit of perpetuki ha^piMfs Was all ^n 

one fide, for we hadi conceded* more to America than there 

was the Tniatleft feafon for« His Lordfiiip denied that hir 

was a bfgot, imd faid, h«s were fotidd^ Ptotefiant politics,, 

and not R^man/Catholie poticics. Hb infifted on his at* 

tacliment to the xonfti^tion: as itftbod^ dbclariiig he had the 

eipenience of ages, tojuftifyhis notions, agairift iniiovatioti,. 

:^id that no two men could agree /a»to what ought to be the 

xj^&rm adapted,. i£ any were neceflary. Mr.^ Wyvilt pro* 

poM one thiiig,. the ^ntupte alliance another,, other Gen»» 

tjcimen a third, others .a fourttn and So on ad n^iumi if» 

ihorti . them ^^fas no; fuch thing as a decided opinion upon the 

ftbjedir. B& (aid, he was glad the right hbnourabie gentle** 

inan bad beien wife enough to have denied the letter, and 

renbunced ail refpoi^bHlty for the penticular phrafes it 

cpntained* There was^ ^ood fBoIe in his 'rtafeniitg open it^ 

but his flat denial, that either the lecteir or phrafes bdoitgod 

tp hfaxH. was the beft *part of the atgnment, for certainly to- 

hsffft ackaowkdsbd.the letter, would h^ve d6ne the vight 

1^1 lionoQrablj^ genttemBa neidi^ honour nor irredit; and yer 

1^ obferyed ttie rtrht^noursdilefei^tbman cotdd not hdp- 

' flifrvKtng a wondexfitl tend^mefs vfiKh rslpeA to tbefe fame 

phraftsi 
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phrafes tb$ be bad direfkly difcl^noied, wbich lodk^ a KttV 
TBfpiciou&T lie aHo remarked^ that the obyioos aiijn of a 
^reat |>afrt of what the iright bonoticable gentleman bs^ £iid, 
ftad been to prompte a4ifference between bim and bis ri^t 
iionourable friend : a matter wbkrbj be aflbred the Hou(<f^ 
would not verj eaflly be effedted, as they bad united with a 
^iew to fDeauires in which tbe^ xsould ^mourably agrcjp - 
Without a^iaridoning any one principle they bad formerly 
maintained* The union they conceived to -be ^7ant^ed\^ 
to (their country without being difgrace&I to tliemfelve^ 
They bad made 'no facri^ce of lentiments m confequenoe of 
their jun£libfi ; tliey bad met on a great and niofi important 
occafion, thei^ttlIemeht^die:Deace; and upon that oc^cafion 
ijsey a£led i^ Concert. Was it to be held out, tHat becaujfe 
»en dffiered ©n fome topics, that they *muft therefore 1^ 
feparated upon all? * CerlanHy noc. The .peace they con- 
iidered as fmmed with fo b'tt^e attention either to t^ie claims 
er the neceffities' of th^ country-^with fo ' little intellig€|nce 
•in refpe£l: to the objeAs about whfch they had to tireat, ^'r 
with fo little reverence fpr, the deareft concerns of the Crown, 
"whom they profeiBed to ferve, that hi^ honourable friend and 
liimfelf would have confidered it as. an abandonment of every 
^uty whioh they oweii to their king and country, hot to have 
ftood forward and pufaliihed their reprobation^ That peace . 
was a dereUAion of what America not only did not claitn als 
«iighl« but wliich iQie did not afpire to as a boon,^ arid k 
jidiei tm^ to every ^power withoik levesn tj^e m^rit of a 
pretext, or ri)e colour «f reciprocity;' 
^ But it was ft&ed, why hij friends 1ia4 Cutfesedtfae tom- 
cnencemerit of the ^ditV of Shelburn^s Adminiftration? and 
why they did not qppofe Si^s <mtkt in the f^tnpus fpeech 
which had b^n mentioned^ To this he miift iay that hie 
friends were by no means willing to rnftitute a factious op- 
0oOtion. • They were difpoied to fecond .the meafurfs of his 
Minii^ry, jf tliey wetse fuch as they cpuceived to be £ivourahl[e 
to tbe country* His promife^ were magnanimous, and they 
tmfted to his promife^. But hiis performances bore no f^mir 
litude{ they oppofed ^is' perfermances,' therefore^ mth ^ 
tpMicb f»al as tifey had yielded to his promifes. 

h/Lt^ F9sg iaid afew >yord8 in expianatibn, and declared it Mr.FoTr. 
was an eafy matter to contend, that the prefent fy(lem QJT 
governing' Ifidia was not fo bad as the confluences of hi^ 
tiiiU. would have been, calumny having loaded that bill witln 
•the fouieft reproach that could be thrown on a public meai- 
fyrep wUKmtlfceAiaikft proof of aaylcind whatever, and 
. ■ •' ^. E« . without 
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Without there having been a poffibility of forming ao;^ coA- 
parative Judgement. . 
Mr. Barkft Mr. JBurki fpoke in explanation, and defended what he had 
faid of Ireland from the colouring Mr. Pitt had put upon it. 
He had faid that they were trivial in comparifon with the 
more imminent and exteniive wants of Hindoftan. He defied 
the moft audacious Minifter to afcribe to him more than thiu 
His wifhes for the profperity and happinefs of Ireland yielded 
to thofe of no man ; but they muft be ignorant pr iQhuqiaOy 
who faid, that Ireland, in her prefent circumftances^ fo feel- 
ingly called on Britain as the undone millions of India. 
tin. ***'* ^^* Martyn declared himfelf a friend to Parliamentary re- 
form, and exprefied a wifb, that inftead of a fpecific motion9 
it had been the right honourable gentleman^s intention to 
move for a Committee to enquire into the ftate of the repre- 
fentation of the people. Mr. Martyn faid^ be differed in 
opinion from Mr. Wyvill; but he thought that gentle^^an 
entitled to great praife for his hooeft and laudable endeavours 
to promote a parliamentary reform. 
«,'Jli!^* ^'"^ -E^tfTi/i fpoke very (hortly in defence of bis former 
*'' ' argument, and the Earl of Surrey faid^he would notop|K>fe the 
unanimity. The queftion^was then put on the amendnoent^ 
!^ and carried againft it. The main queiilioa was afterwatda 

carried, nemne contradicente. 

A Committee was immediately appcnnted to draw up an 
Addrefs agreeable tQ the motion; and the Houfe, it a little 
I before Miir, ailjourncd. ^ 

. i» .... 

I January 26. 

' * The Report was brought up, and agreed to unanimoufly. 

The Hotxfc then'rtncwed their ft^nding Orders* ' ' '* * 

January 27. 
The Commons went up tb St. Jaroes\ and jjrcfented t^eir 
Addrds to the thrbnej; Of \^ichthe following is k copy : \ 

** Mofi gracious Sweragni 

*«' We, your lylajcfty's moil dotiftil and loyal fubjefla, Ae 
<< Commons of Great Britain^ in Parliament aflemi^M^ beg 
<< leave to return your Majefty our hui^tble thanks for:your 
^< moft gracious S{ie^h JFrom the Thr^^oe, ' . r 

<* We beg yoiil: ftlajefty will be aff^rcd, that we iball re* 
^< fume the confideratton of public l)uiiners wil^*^h^ (iiihe 
<< principles of duty tt> yosr Majefty^ and regard to the in- 
*< mtcrefts of our cooftitqents, wl^idi we heve cidtevcMiBred 
^^ to manifeft in all our proc^edi&gs, *« That 
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^< That we will not fail to ^ve our moft earneft attention 
f < to the adjuftment of fuch (K>ints as are not yet fiaally. ar« 
^* ranged in the commercial intercoarfe between Great firi* 
«« tain and Ireland ; fully agreeing with your Majefty, ia 
^< thinking that the fyftem which will unite both kingdomt 
^' the moft clofely, on principles of reciprocal advantage^ will 
'* bcft enfnre the proTperity of yonr Maieily^s dominions. 

*« We beg leave to aflure your Majenyy that it affords ua 
<' the trueft pleafare, to he informed that, notwithftanding 
<< any appearance of differencei on the Continent, yonr Ma- 
<^ jefty continues to receive fuch fatisfaftory aflurances o£ 
^^ the good difpofition of foreign powers towards this coun- 
^* try. 

<' We befeech your Majefty to believe; that we fliall at all 
^f times be feady to grant fuch fupplies as are neceiTary for 
- ^^ the maintenance of the national credit> and the real exi« 
1* gencies of the public fervice. 

^^ That we are deeply fenfible of your Majefty's paternal 
^' goodnefs and care for your People, in recommending to 
*< us, at the fame time, a juft regard to the oeconomY re« 
• << «quifite in every department ; a duty which your Majefty^a 
'* ftuthful Commons feel always incumbent upon them, and» 
<^ at this time, peculiarly indiipenfable. 

<5 Wc afiure your Majefty, that we fee the importance 
^* of every exertion which can tend to the fuppreiiion of 
'< finuggling,' and the improvement of tha revenue ; and that 
<* we mall continue to apply ourfelves, with unwearied af- 
** fiduity, to thofe important objefts, 

^^ That we (hall alio pjoceed^ with as much exj^edi^ion as 
*^ poffible, to the confideration .of the reports of the Com* 
*< miflioners of Accounts, as well as of fuch farther regula- 
«< tions in the different offices of the kingdom, as may appear 
^* likely to conduce to the public advant^e* 

" We iatreat your Majefty to be aiiured, that ouv ut- 
^* moft endeavours fhall not be wanting to jaftify your Ma* 
*< jefty's gracious reliance on our diligent attention to every 
'^ part of our public duty ; and that we receive, widi the 
<^ warmeft gratitude and latisfaftioni the aiTurances of your 
^* Majeftjr's concurrence in every me^ure which can* 4end 
*' to alleviate, t^e national burdens^ tafecure the true prin<* 
** ciples of the conftitution, and to promote the general wel- 
»!f fo ->f*^ I)eople." 

1 nirh his Majefty was pleaied to return the foUowipg . 
moft gracious anfwer : ^ 
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j; ^* I return you toy i*ant$ iot you? very loyal wd ?i^W* 

i< ti<3^^tc Addrc^ ; I rccmt Mfitb w uttDoft plcafnc^ the 

^< s||[urariccj) of your difpofitioii tq mTume the CQDfidcratipis 

^' of public bufio^f^ witk th? iOme priocip^cs which jpu 

,;. ^* have maQifeft^<j[ ^^ ^U your focix^w proceedings, iV<^ ' 

pjl ** truft that the ncluU of you^ dchbqfaliopi vyiu ^ pra- 

V ** ^aaiye of t^c 910ft faiutar^ cffi^as,**: 

^'f, J<\mory 28. 

J The Hraft ftK^wied to fettle die Order in which t^e^pe* 

'I ihions op coptisfted cte&ioos were «» be xakta up« li^ thn cafe 

i'|, ^ cf OakhamptOQf the fitting ineniber had died during the re- 

j 1 ^ti\ I &#i4 \% wa^ orde^d Iteit the p<tttioo (hould be heard oa 

: ' ^n e^riy dayi that ibc reprefentation foight oot be lelt in«- 

; . iGojupl-eat. yi%. Eqv faid, this ar|;oi»eat addnced by the Mi- 

V Qifler for an early hearing of thts {wftition would be equaUy- 
i IppUcable to ihe^ more urgent buinelt of Weftmiafter* i( 
; O^l^h^Kpptoa oipiited ^11 thta attention, what wai oot ^e 

!« t9 ^he mor^ iti^portant aty^ which had continued hitbefto 

'Viti^o^t 9 fepicientgtive, fud was likely to continue ib 
;f Vi^r9,vigh thu Vbok <tf the Parliament^ if the nefarioua and tm^ 

I portant fcrutiny was futfered to coottnue. But tfaia was n 

\ fy)s^St which muft be r<;gulatly taken up by die Houie, V 

i (h^y had regard tQ t\xt\x own privilqgea* 

A divifion ti^fk place on the qnefttoii for tbe tm| of dw 
li^titijsai, and il was carried for the t^rh of Apr 

Attended divine ftrvke^ 

The right Honourati« Wdhfe EHU mmti^ ff Hiat ^ 
1^ illgh Bailjff of Veftniinfter do attend the Honfe; bn Frl- 
^f d^y, the 4th inftant, eogtve tn account of whadt he hac 
^f dfiio(i in thn fcrnUM fcMrthe ddStioA of «i«n)Msn for that 

, Ord«nd« 

©bjeei of no inconUdcTabJ^ ^fSkf^Oj^nq^ H9 ffi^^ 

not fo much with a defign to make a'rooiJj9g jiinffe^!, - 

jft&j s Chancellor of fee Exdiequer, ti^8^fi%; 9l»'9fi?M- 
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3ng, without lofi of timc^ to take fobc meaforestesding to quiet 
the very great alarms that had ariien iiv a diftant part of the 
Itingdom, and at this tFrne prevailed Aere^ irf confequence of 
a Tegulatibi>| that was found to be an affiifting and intole«» 
rable grievance ta the inhabitants of that part of Great Bri- 
tain. • The grievance in qucftion was complained of o» 
grounds of rcafon, and ao aft of Parliament, that had re- 
cently been oiadc a part of the ftatutc law of the land. Ho 
iaid, h was Uwtouibtcdly the duty of 'thofe^ intritfted with 
the care of the puljlic revenues, to bring forward fuch pro- 
poiiiioas^ as; fl^oufd^. when pafFed into iaws^ operate the moft 
cfFeftuall]f towards^ producing and fecuring thofe revenues ta 
the ^ufe of His Majefty% government, and for the benefit of 
%\% People ii» general. %it \(, upon experience, it turnei) 
out, that in framing an a£l of Parliament, claufes had been 
introduced, the tendenej of which were found ia^ pradice to 
bearliarcj bpoQ 9 certain defcription of fubjefts,. and to-be a 
lerious injusy and a manifeft injuftice to them; im that cafe 
lie had ever underftood, it was the. particular duty (pf thc^ 
Minif^r of finiuice "to propofe an inamediate repeal of fuch 
claufes fi» fottB<j to be injuriou&and oppreflive* He knew not 
whether the right honourable gentleman underAood^ what hp 
allu4ed to^ but it waa an Aft of the laft feiiioQ, relative to 
the DiftlUery^ in which there were ceruia claufes aiFeftiw 
Scotlaad^ perfeftly iiew ia their *principle^ contrary to a^ 
former regiilations anc) precedents in the revenue laws^^ and 
which had juftly caufed yery great alarms apd uneafinefs m 
that part of the kingdom. He faiid he would }u&^ftate the a 
claufes to which be alluded r-^ ^ 

The Speaker interrspted Mr. Adaro^ and faid^ as the ho« liei 
fiburable and learned gentleaiao meant not to conclude with^* 
any motion^ it ^ould 1^ out of otdep, were be to go much 
ao.tq the fubjeft tbeii» ... 

Mr. Mmh faidy be did not wifh to afe diforderly, or con>- ^* 
trjary to theufagepf tbe^Hpufe,. but^astbe grievance fa^ hud al* 
ludedtp had cauMrgreatalafnisjn Scotland, aAd^^as beopn- 
eeivedi, the ftobtribiBe'fteps were taken to ^uiet thofe alarms the 
better, heha^d d^e'Houfe^duld baveTpatieficeforafewmi* 
nutes, whilfl hecndhtVoured, ihortly, in sis few words as pd^ble^ 
topoinroutt the nature of tBe daufes complained of.^ Mr. 
Adam th<So referred ta^fec.^, j>age .'^^j^ of the printed aft: 
of lafk feflkm, by ^hlcb it is cmrfted, ** That all pcrfoni 
^ coovift,eU of.lliftHluig ijliriis Yroin xorn, or other hiaterials^ 
^ 0t having in tbtir cuftody as.y woim or QiVL ufed in diftiU 
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^^ ling corn fpirits, fliall forfeit one hundred pounds for eack 
^^ offence, and the ftill ; sind in cafe of non-payment mf die 
^< penalty, the houfefiold furniture, implements, crop and 
'< cattle, fliall be taken in execution, and fold for the pay- 
<< mcnt of the iinc, &c/* 

This Mr. Adam ftated as a hardfliip and a grievance, not 
more* unjuft and oppreffive than fingular and extraovlinary. 
He pointed out the extreme cruelty of laying the heritors in 
general at the mercy of the Board of Excite in Scotland, with- 
out any other remedy than their adion ; and faid it was Co 
palpably unfair and irreconcilcable to the common principles 
of legiflation, that he trufted no man would be fo uncandid 
as to hefitate at the repeal of the claufe in queftion. He re- 
marked; that the pro^ofing fuch a repeal properly belonged 
. to the Minifter; that it was his duty to attend to the public 
bufinefs in that Houfe, and that he iheant to leave the mat- 
ter to his management, hoping, as he earneftly did, that the 
fight honourable gentleman would immediately give aotice 
of his intention on an early day to bring in a Bill for the re« 
peal of the oppreffive claufes of the Aft he had juft adverted to ; 
but fliould the right honourable gentleman neither favour 
him with an aflurance of his intention to do fomething to al« 
. leviate the grievance he had mentioned, and thereby to quiet 
and put an end to the alarms and uneafinefs it had occafioned 
in Scotland, nor foon propofe a Bill for that purpofe, he 
fliould hold it his duty to take the tafk upon himself, and 
fliould venture to prepare and bring in the heads of a Bill 
adapted to the repeal of the oppreffive claufes of the Aft of 
laft fcffion. 
ifnCbaii^ Mr. Chancellor F/// faid, arthe Houfe appeared to he 
«cUerritt* pretty fuU, he would take that opportunity of giving notice 
of the day upon which he Jhould move, that the lioufe be 
ealled over. On the firft day of the feffion he had taken the 
j ^ liberty of mentioning the necef&ty of moving for a call of 

' the Houfe, in order that it might, if poifible, be ftill fuller 
than it then was, when that very great and important mefi- 
fure, a propofition for a refotm m the reprefentation in Par-> 
liament was brought foi'ward ; anothet fubjeft of nearly- 
equal importance, and he ufed the words nearly equal, be^ 
caufe he knew tiot of any matter entirely equal in impor* 
tance to a well-digefted plan of reform, (if any fuch could- 
be faggefted) it would, alfo be necei&ry very ihortly to call 
their moft ferious attention to ; and that was, what was 
particularly pointed out in His Majefty's fpeecb, viz. the 
3 the 
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atQuftment of a commercial intercourfe between Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland. . There would alfo be feveral material queC- 
tions of finance to be agitated ; and thefe three great obje<as, 
which might be confidered as the heads or outlines of the 
principal buiinefs of the feffion, made it a circumftance ex- 
tremely deiirable^ that there fhould be as full an attendance 
as poffible. His wifli, however, was, to hear from gentle- 
men on all fides of the Houfe; what day would prove, moft 
agreeable. Unlefs he heard any obje<5lion to it> he fhould 
take the liberty of moving, " That the Houfe be called over 
" on Tuefday fe'nnight." 

Mr. Fox declared, he was extremely glad to hear fo early Mr. Foxji 
a day named for the call. He acknowledged he had con^e 
down to the Houfe, expefting to hear its attention defired to 
a different fubjeS. He had been informed, and from what 
iie confidered as very good authority, that the fubjedl of an 
arrangement of a commercial intercourfe between Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland was to be opened that very day ip the Par- 
liament of Ireland i now, notwithftanding the refpeft he en- 
tertained for that afletpbly, as he faw no reafon confident 
with propriety, or confiflent with decency, that a matter 
of fo much confequence to the common interefls of the two 
countries fhould be brought forward in Ireland, and pro« 
pofed in the Parliament Siere, while the Britifh Parliament 
remained wholly and completely ignorant what the Minif- 
ter's intentions were refpefting a topic of fuch very great 
importance. How far it was refpe<5tful and becoming to pro- 
pole the matter in Ireland, and not to let that Houfe hear ^ 
ly]lab](S upon the fubje£t till long afterguards, he would leave 
to the confideration and feelings of gentlemen to determine ; 
he added, that he was extremely glad to hear fo early a day 
named by the right honourable gentleman for the call of the 
Houfe. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, when the propofitions for the Mr. Chwi* 
arrangement of a commercial intercourfe with Ireland ^^^^^ ^^^^* 
fhould be flated, the Houfe would judge how far it had 
arifen from any want of decency or refpeft, that they had 
been opened in the Parliament of Ireland a fhort time before 
it had been deemed advifable to open them in London j in 
the mean time, he begged gentlemen would have the good- 
nefs to fufpend their opinions; upon the fubjedl, Tt was, he 
faid, impoffible for him p^ecifely to name the day on which 
he fliould be able to bring forward the propofitions ; but as 
-fcr as he was then dblQ to fay, he believed he might be pre* 
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pared to do it on Monday fe'nnight, which would be the day 
previous to the call of the Houfe, when^ he ihould ima- 
gine, a pretty full attendance might be expefted, without 
'much inconvenience to any gentleman. In about a month 
from that day, which would be a fortnight fubfequeot to the 
difcuflion of the queftion relative to Ireland, he inould pro- 
pofe what he had to offer to their confideration on the fph- 
yeft* rf a plan of reform, and fhortly after that, it was hit« 
intention to bring forward all the bufinefs of finance ; fo that 
within a few weeks the Houfe would be, in fome fort> in 
pofleflion of the meafures to be propofed by Government an 
the great and leadif>g topics that would ei^age their attention 
in the courfe 6f tht feffion* 

Mr. Eden. . Mr. Eden faid, that if he bad rightly apprrfiended the 
notices which accompanied the preient motion, the right ho-< 
'nourable gentleman meant to bring forward hi»Iriib propofi- 
-tions on Monday fe'nnight, the day preceding the call of the 
-^Houfe, and to ftafte his parliamentarv reform (as It was 
named} about a fortnight after that day. On the firft of 
thofe notices he had only to €»blerve, that fas ihould be ex- 
ceedingly glad to fee a full Houie for the agitation of quef« 
'tions permanently and efientially affecting the roamifac« 
tures, commerce, revenue, navigation, and landed interefts 
i>f England, Sc^oiland, and Ireland; and he fek cordially 
and Impartially difpofed to promote a full inveftigation of 
^he fubjedk to the i^tmoft of his power. In the mean time,- 
lie would neither prejudice nor prejudge, by endeavouring to 
'ConjenSlure what particular arrangements were intended to 
be brought forwards* But he knew. enough of the com* 
'^ercial circumlVances of both tho ifiands, to know that 
niany accounts of imports, exports^ duties^ bounties, draw* 
backs, ^nd yariovs branches of revenue wpold be re^ifite, 
and Ought to be laid before the Houie previous to calling 
f<bir the afieht of Parliament to propofitions of fiKh magnitude 

i^s the King's fpeeeh bad aiiaounced: without fuch accounts 

ft would be impoffible even for thofe who were the moft fa- 

cnilrarized to corfimerciat queAionsr, to form a ccvnpetetrt 

•opinion^ or to give dny vote that would not lie in thehigheft 

'degtee r^ih, dark, and dangerous. Under thefe feelings he 

Ikatd already moved for fevend ftatements tending to throw a 

general light oq the fubje£l : but he had confined himfetf 

to the BrttiOi boards cf revenue^ and had forborne to aflc 

•for any Irifh accounts, partly becaufe there was fome formal 

'difficulty in the ,mode of calling for them, and partly b^ 

caufe he mull fuppofe that the right honourable gentfeman 

wha 
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who was to ofFer the propofitions to Parliament, had formed 
them on proper documents faniifbed by the'Irifh govern- 
ment, and fuch as, in his opinion at ieaft, would lupport 
the inferences. He would hope, therefore, that the right 
honourable gentleman meant to lay thofe documents. before 
the Houfe with all pradlicable difpatch, and foine days pre- 
vious to his propofitions. Mr. Eden added, that he had a 
wi{h to intimatie'alfo on the notice refpefting a queftion of 
parliamentary reform ; but in this requeft he would fairly 
own that he did not expeft to be equally fuccefsful as. in the . 
other. It was neverthelcfs calculated to prove tlie honour- 
able gentleman's fincerity to all who have appeared to dpubt 
it. He muft, however, except himfelf from that defcription : 
he firmly, believed that the right honourable gentleman was 
firtcere ; and was forry to fee an individual of fuch weight 
engaged in a purfuit contrary to both policy and found prin- 
ciplesy and tending to impair that conftitution which it pro- 
pofed to improve. He was fure that nothing lefs than a mif- 
taken and heated enthufiafm on the fubjeft could have in- 
duced a wife and difcreet Minifter to rifque a declaration ta 
the Public, notorioufly difagreeable to many of his own col- 
leagues in this kingdom, and highly embarraffing, if not dan- 
gerous, to an important branch of his governmerit in ano- 
ther part of the empire. Be this as it might, . he mufj 
fuppofe that the right honourable gentleman, in the magnir 
tude of Ills objeft, had not been inadvertent to the means ; 
and,, as it muft be prefumed that he had prepared and di- 
gelled his plan before he had fufFered the notice of it to be 
circulated through both kingdoms, his fincerity as well as 
his candour would he ihewn by now ftating and avowing 
the outlines of that plan : gentlemen then might have time 
to weigh it in all its parts, and to give it a full and adequate 
coniideration. The Public too would have the advantage of 
declaring their fentiments upon it, inftead of being embar* 
rafled and bewildered by circular propofals of general inno- 
vation, without pointing to any fpecific mode. The pur- 
port of fuch an avowal might nojt improperly be nddcd to 
the Speaker's letters to the feveral Sheriffs; and, upon the 
whole, though he would again acknowledge that he defpaired 
of fuqceeding in this very reafonable requell, he declared that 
a compliance" with it would not, in his opinion, detract 
Either from the boldnefs or honefty of the right honourably 
gentleman's undertaking. 

Mr. AJam joined his wifhcs to Mr. Eden's, that the right Mr. Ai»m. 
honourable gentlemftn would give fome exp^scation of the 
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nature of the fpecific propofition he meant to bring forward. 
He reafoned upon the magnitude of the objeft, and alked, 
if an alteration in the form of that Houfe, the moft impor- 
tant branch of the Conftitution, ought, in common de- 
cency, to be propofed to them without their having been 
^ previoufly apprifed of the nature of the alteration intended? 
Mr. Adam, before he fat down, declared, though he ear- 
neftly wiftied his advice might be taken, he did not greatly 
cxpeft it would. 

Mr.Fojf. Mr. FoArfaid it was, and it ever had been his opinion, 
that the means moft likely to attain that very defirable ob- 
jefl:, a reform in the reprefentation of the People in Parlia- 
ment, would be to introduce the fubjeft as a general propo- 
rtion, as it had heretofore been introduced into that Houfe; 
and that, on the contrary, to bring it forwards as a fpecific 
propofition, was the way of introducing it the leaft likely 
to fucceed. He therefore heartily wiftied the right honoura- 
ble gentleman's intention had now been to move a general 
propofition ; but if it was to be a fpecific propofition, he did 
moft earneftly hope the right honourable gentleman would 
bring it forward in that way which would make it approach 
the neareft to a general propofition ; and that was, not by 
any means to preface the iiitroduftion of it by any explana- 
tion of its nature and tendency previous to his propofing it 
to the Houfe. Mr. Fox enlarged upon the advantage of a 
general propofition in preference to a fpecific one, and faid, 
if the right honourable gentleman was to explain his in- 
tended propofition then, public meetings would be held upon 
it without doors, a variety of opinions would be promul- 
gated at thofe meetings, and the refult would be, forae fet of 
ideas or other would be adopted by the People, to which the 
mover of the propofition would be bound down, as well as 
the Houfe ; and thus the freedom of debate would be fruf- 
trated, and the fubjeft would not come before them as it 
ought to do, freely, fairly, and impartially. He con- 
cluded with repeating his advice to Mr. Pitt not to open the 
nature of his propofition till it came in form for difcuf* 
fion. 

Jfiur^p:??" ^^* Chancellor Pitt faid, there needed not the cogent ar- 
g^nients of the honourable gentleman to have induced him 
to withftand the advice of the right honourable gentleman 
near him, and the honourable and learned gentleman under 
the gallery ; advice which they had each feverally declared 
they did not cxpeft would be followed* He faid, he wa^ 
a ex- 
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extremely glad to find the honourable gentleman a friend to 
a propofition for a reform in the reprefcnTation, even though 
he did not approve of a fpecific propofition fo well as of a 
general one. Indeed the right honourable gentleman, in his 
zeal and partiality for general propofitions, appeared to have 
pufhed his argument a good deal too far ; for if he under* 
Hood him right, he had declared he admired general propofi** 
tions fo much, that he vvilhed never to hear of a fpecific 
one. Now, if a fpecific propofition was not to be propofed 
at fome period of the bufinefs or other, he believed manj 
gentlemen would join him in opinion that a parliamentary 
reform would not very foon be cfFefted. Having made this 
remark, Mr. Pitt faid, he congratulated himfelf extremely, 
on having heard that the two honourable gentlemen who 
had called upon him to explain the nature of his propofition^ 
would be among the number of thofc who would vote for 
it, when he (hould fl:ate it to the Houfe. He acknowledged 
this was a mofl: pkafing difappointment to him ; he had 
counted upon the two honourable gentlemen ftanjding for- 
ward among the foremoft of his opponents ; but he was 
glad to find, from their arguments of that day, that they 
had b^und themfelves to fupport the propofition, in order to 
fee how far it was prudent to aft upon it. This >ya« what 
he had not expe£led to hear, and he fliould be fiill more 
flattered to hear as much from a ftill higher power, from the 
noble Lord in the blue ribband ! As the right honourable 
gentleman and the learned gentlemen had been in the ha- 
bit of advifing the noble Lord, a$ they had formerly been 
among the choiccft of the counfellors, he wiflied they would 
be kind enough to favour him with their advice then, and 
would perfuade him to promife as much as they had done. Mr.Eo*. 

Mr. Fox rofe to explain. If he had faid, that he was fo 
fond of general propofitions as never to wifli to hear a fpe- 
cific one propofed on the fubjeft of reform, he muft have ex- 
prelTed his meaning very inaccurately. His meaning was, 
and he believed he had pretifely faid, That he wiflied to fee 
the fohjed of a parliamentary reform introduced into that 
Houje by the means of a general propofition, bccaufe he con- 
fidered that as the moft likely means to lead to ultimate fuc- 
cefs. He farther exemplified his meaning by reminding the 
Houfe of the general propofition moved fome years fince, 
** that the infiuence of the Crown had increafed." Had a 
fpecific propofition for the reduftion of the influence of the 
Crown been moved, inftcad of that general one, he was con- 
vinced 
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' ] i[;j| nature of the fpecific propofition he meant to bring forward. 

He reafoned upon the magnitude of the objefl, and afked. 
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I '^1*1 if an alteration in the form of that Houfe, the moft impor- 
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*■ cency, to be propofed to them without their having been 

^ previoufly apprifed of the nature of the alteration intended? 
Mr. Adam, before he fat down, declared, tfiough he car- 
neftly wiftied his advice might be taken, he did not greatly 

';;i , cxpeft it would. 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Foxfaid it was, and it ever had been his opinion, 
that the means moft likely to attain that very defirable ob- 
jefl:, a reform in the reprefentation of the People in Parlia- 
ment, would be to introduce the fubjcft as a general propo- 
fition, as it had heretofore been introduced into that Houfc; 
and that, on the contrary, to bring it forwards as a fpecific 
propofition, was the way of introducing it the leaft likely 
to fucceed. He therefore heartily wifhed the right honoura- 
ble gentleman's intention had now been to move a general 
propofition ; but if it was to be a fpecific propofition, he did 
moft earneftly hope the right honourable gentleman would 
bring it forward in that way which would make it approach 
the neareft to a general propofition ; and that was, not by 
any means to preface the introduftion of it by any explana- 
tion of its nature and tendency previous to his propofing it 
to the Houfe. Mr. Fox enlarged upon the advantage of x 
general propofition in preference to a fpecific one, and faid, 
if the right honourable gentleman was to explain his in- 
tended propofition then, public meetings would be held upon 
it without doors, a variety of opinions would be promul- 
gated at thofe meetings, and the refult would be, fome fet of 
ideas or other would be adopted by the People, to which the 
mover of the propofition would be bound down, as well as 
the Houfe ; and thus the freedom of debate would be fruf- 
trated, and the fubjeft would not come before them as it 
ought to do, freely, fairly, and impartially. He con- 
cluded with repeating his advice to Mr. Pitt not to open the 
nature of his propofition till it came in form for difcaf* 

* il fion. 

1^. Oian. Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, there needed not the cogent ar- 

^ *"' guments of the honourable gentleman to have induced him 
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extremely glad to find the honourable gentleman a friend to 
a propofition for a reform in the reprefentation, even though 
he did not approve of a fpecific propofition fo well as of a 
general one. Indeed the right honourable gentleman, in his 
zeal and partiality for general propofitions, appeared to have 
pufhed his argument a good deal too far ; for if he under* 
Hood him right, he had declared he admired general propofi- 
tions fo much, that he vvilhed never to hear of a fpecific 
one. Now, if a fpecific propofition was not to be propofed 
at fome period of the bufinefs or other, he believed manj 
gentlemen would join him in opinion that a parliamentary 
reform would not very foon be cfFefted. Having made this 
remark, Mr. Pitt faid, he congratulated himfelf extremely, 
on having heard that the two honourable gentlemen who 
had called upon him to explain the nature of his propofition^ 
would be among the number of thofc who would vote for 
it, when he (hould fl:ate it to the Houfe. He acknowledged 
this was a moft pleafing difappointment to him ; he had 
counted upon the two honourable gentlemen (landing for- 
ward among the foremoft of his opponents ; but he was 
glad to find, from their arguments of that day, that they 
had bound themfelves to fupport the propofition, in order to 
fee how far it was prudent to aft upon it. This >yai what 
he had not expe&ed to hear, and he fliould be ftill more 
flattered to hear as much from a ftill higher power, from the 
noble Lord in the blue ribband ! As the right honourable 
gentleman and the learned gentlemen had been in the ha- 
bit of advifing the noble Lord, as they had formerly been 
among the choiccft of the counfellors, he wiflied they would 
be kind enough to favour him with their advice then, and 
would perfuade him to promife as much as they had done, Mr.Eo*. 

Mr. Fox rofe to explain. If he had faid, that he was fo 
fond of general propofitions as never to wifli to hear a fpe- 
cific one propofed on the fubjeft of reform, he muft have ex- 
preffed his meaning very inaccurately. His meaning was, 
and he believed he had preeifely faid, That he wi(hed to fee 
the fohjed of a parliamentary reform introduced into that 
Houje by the means of a general propofition, bccaufe he con- 
fidered that as the moft likely means to lead to ultimate fuc- 
cefs. He farther exemplified his meaning by reminding the 
Houfe of the general propofition moved fome years fince, 
** that the infiuence of the Crown had increafed." Had a 
fpecific propofition for the rcduftion of the influence of the 
Crown been moved, inftead of that general one, he was con- 
vinced 
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|| |f>l .vinced it would have been loil; but the general propofitioa 

ll '|l| having been carried, although it was not a£lcd up to aftep* 

i[ I'll wards with immediate fpecific propofitions, as it ought tofaave 

been, yet he was perfuaded it was that circumftance which fa^ 
cilitated and gave fuccefs to all the meafures.that were fubfe;- 
quently adopted for the reduf^ion of the influence of tfaie 
. Cro>am. 
Ld. Konb» Locd North faid^ be had not intended to have rifento fpeak 
that d;ay ; but when the right honourable gentleman rofe laft, 
he was pretty fure he would fay fomething that would render 
it impoffible for him to fit ftilL Thus, on a former occailon^ 
when the fubjefi of reform was under confideration, and from 
cold, iU health, and other motives, he wifhed to have re* 
ijiained iilent, the right honourable gentleman fpared 00 pains 
to prevent it, and with fuch effeS, that he forced him to 
riik. He prefumed, it was from l\i^ Jincerity of the right 
honourable gentleman's love of a parliamentary, reform^ thajt 
he determined the fubjeft of reform ftiould never bp agitated, 
without his being called up, and compelled not to remaia 
Client, The right honourable genilexnan had, in a very ex- 
traordinary manner inferred, from what had been faid by hia 
light honourable friend near him, that they w«re obliged to 
fupport his pnopofition, w^n \\ ftiould be brought forward^ 
inerely becajifc he }^ad refufcd^ to comply with their r^quefl^ 
a^d to explain the nature pf u previouily. This was cer- 
tainly a new mode cf arguing, and fuch as it was no eafy 
thing to anfwc:r or to refute,, . To cxpeft ge^lemcn to hold 
theqifclves pledged to. fupport a propolitipri, becaufe their 
defire to know \t% pature beforehand was refufed xo be acr 
quiefced in, waf pf a piepe with the reverend Mr. WyviU'$ 
havingnot only pledged himfclf to fupport the Minifter'js 
plan of reform, when kmwuy bpt his having fent circular let- 
ters to all the counties in England, to defire that county 
meetings might 6e immediately called, for the purpo& of ia^ 
ftrufling their members to foppoft ft, in like jojanner, .»;A^jf 
known; a mode of pledging men tpan^eafur^ in the dark* thai 
had never fuggefted itfelf to tb<5 wijTdoip. <of ;0\ir fprefalhers i 
Withrcgardto himfelf, be would notftrupU tp vA\ \hp right 
honourable genjtleman, that he did not d(£{0r^>ifKitpexplainhtB 
proportion; and, what was more, biS was.gl^^ that it was to 
b^ a fpecific proportion. He thought it w.af i¥^e fair aod 
candid to bring it forwM in that primer, and h^ w»« glad 
of it, becaufe it was lefs li.kely'to (Mcc^ed, Having faid Siis, 
bis lordfhip declared^ that ai an enemy to. any s^Uerationor 
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innovation in oar conftitution^ and Dot thmling that a bad 
propofition could l>e converted into a good aft of Parliament, 
he fincerely hoped that the right honourable gentleman 
\vouW fail ^ but he muft fay, there was fomething extremely 
candid in his conduft^ He had formerly brought forward a 

S'jencral propofition, and he meant now to bring forward a 
pecific propofition. This, together with the confideration 
of the prefent ftatc of our conftitution, reminded him of a 
ftory fomewhat ludicrous. It was the extreme candour 
of one of our critics, who wrote a criticifm on a poetical 
tranflation of Virgil, then before the Public, and at the fame 
time promifed to publifh a verfion of his own. Upon which 
it was faid univerfally, that nothing could be more fair, no- 
nothing more candid, for he not only gave us a comment 
to fhew the defefts of what we were in poflcffion of, but en- 
gaged to give us a plan of what it ought to be. It was aTfo 
faid, that though he might prove but a bad poet, he had 
(hewn himfelf to bean able critic. When his verfion, how- 
ever, came out, it was found to be fuch a monfter of abfurditjr 
and deformity, fo execrably lame and bad, that every body- 
cried out, ^* Grve us our old tranflation again : although it 
*' has a few dcfcfts, and a few trifling errors, itis tcrtthoia- 
** fand times preferable to your poefry !" Having excited a 
general laugh at this ftory, hislordfhip faid, there ^as one 
matter he ferioufly wiflied, and that was, that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman would invert the order of bringing on the 
bufinefs he had mentioned, and let the reform precede the 
queftlofl refpefting Ireland. The queftion of reform was 
not^ lie obferv'ed, a new one. It had been often agitated ; 
the itsinds of gentlemen were familiar to it, and he faw 
ho reafon whatever for poftponing it fo long as the right ho- 
nourable gentleman faid he dcfigned. The queftion refpcft- 
ing Ireland, on the contrary, would be equally new and im- 
portant. Ik required much dilcuffion, much deliberation, 
and ou^ht not to be fuddehly brought forward. Let the 
right honourable gentleman recolleft that the queftion rc- 
fpefting Ireland depended upon no general reafoning, upon 
no general knowledge ; nay, not even on a particular and 
extenfive knowledge of commerce, but upon a variety pf ac- 
counts ; accounts that muft be called for by that Houfe, that 
muft be carefully examined, that muft be before them a fuf- 
ficient time to enable gentlemen to make themfelves mafters 
pf their contents ! Let it be remcin^red,^ that the queftion 
refpefting Ireland involved the interefls of the northern a» 
well ag lUc (QUtiLe;:Q pftit q^ jhc kingdom. The right ho- 
nourable 
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nourablc gentlemao had talked of his advice. Let him aik 
the advice of a learned friend near him f Mr, Dandas) who 
had fornietlv given him very good advice. That learned 
gentleman^ ne had no donbt, would advife him to change the 
projected pofture of the bufincfs to be brought forward. 

Mr. Chancellor P/// rofe again^ and faid, the only requifi- 
tion of thofe made by the noble lord^ that he could comply 
with, was that of not going into any previous explanation 
of his intended fpecific propofition. With regard to the re- 
queft that he would fuffer the queftion of reform and 
the plan refpefting Ireland to change places, he could by 
BO means give into it. The argument^ that the quef- 
tion refpeSing Ireland would require much deliberation, 
fecmed to him rather to be an argument for an early day, 
than for a late one. He profeflcd himfelf not a little afto- 
nifhed at the noble Lord's declaring, that an arrangement 
of a commercial intercourfe with Ireland was to him a new 
idea. He faid, it was plain the noble Lord's honourable 
friend had not thought it a new idea, by having declared 
that he expedted it would have been brought on that very 
day. He charged Lord North with having endeavoured to 
open a door to future cavil in the difcuflion of the queftion 
refpefting Ireland, and faid, he fuppofed the noble Lord 
thought his two friends, the right honourable gentleman on 
the floor, and the learned gentleman under the gallery, 
fufficiently able to foil the queflion of parliamentary reform. 
LordNonb. Lord North rofe to explain. The term cavil was an ex- 
preffion he did not expe£t to have heard, and therefore it 
Was necelTary for him to fay a "word or two. He had faid 
the queftion of Ireland was a new idea, not meaning that 
the neceffity of adjufting an arrangement of a commercial 
intercourfe with that country was new to him, but that the 
particular mode of the intended adjuftment was fo. Before 
\it fat down, his Lordfhip defired that the Houfe would 
.familiarife themfelves to the right honourable Chancellor 
of the Exchequer's language, and not conceive, when he 
uled fuch words as cavil, loofcly ajid at random, that he 
ineant to ufe theox in their cuftomary hard ftnfe, but that 
he wilbed them to have a new and more mild conftruftion. 

The motion for the Houfe to be called over the 15th in^ 
ftant was cjarried unanimoufly. 

February 2. 
Mr. Chancellor Pitt informed the Houfe, that a difficulty 
hjid arifcn with regard to the fupply of the ifland of New- 
found- 
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fpuncHand with bread, flour, and live ftock, to which it was 
a doubt whether the intercourfe bill, with the Unitfcd States 
extended. That it had therefore been thought advifeable 
to provide for it by a Ihort bill, rather than by the infertion 
of any claufe in the old bill, for the continuance of which 
for a longer period, he had fo lately moved. Mr. Pitt 
handed to the Speaker a motion : 

<* That this Houfe will immediately refolve itfclf into a 
** Committee, to* confider of the trade between the ports of 
*^ the United States of America, and his Majefty's fubjcfts 
*' in the ifland of Newfoundland.'^ 

The Speaker left the chair, and Mr. Gilbert went to the 
table, and after a fliort time reported that the Committee 
had come to a refolution, which was as follows : 

*' That leave be given to bring in a bill, for confining, 
" for a time to be limited, the trade between the ports of 
** the United States of America, and His Majefty's fubjedls 
•« in the iflai^d of Newfoundland, to bread, flour, and live 
^* ftock, to be imported in none but Britifli-built fhips, 
«f aftually belonging to Britilh fubjefts," &c. 

The fame was, upon the queftion being put, ordered to 
be brought in. 

Mr. Eden faid, that upon fo fudden a notice, he would Mr. Edea^ 
not difpute the expediency of the bill propofed, but would 
give, full credit for it to His Majefty*s Minifters ; nor could * 
he from memory ftate how far the difcfetionary powers 
vefted in the council extended to authorize the regulation 
defired, if that' mode had been wifhed. As, however, to 
his comprcbenfion of the fubjeft, it was a bill which to 
a certain degree would entrench upon the navigation laws, 
he would move to infert that it fhould be ** for a time to 
<« be limited.'' 

' Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that he would not objeft to the Wr. Chwto 
amendment, but he mufl: exprefs his extreme furprize at the *=«^'<>'P."t# 
reafon afligncd for it. The bill propofed being clearly to 
Enforce and ftrengthen the provifion of the navigation laws, 
and by no means to entrench Upon them. 

* Mr. Jenkinfon enforced this conftruftibn of the propofed Mr. Jen- 
bill, and ftated it to be lawful" according to every idea of ^^"^'*'*» 
the navigation laWs, to go with Brififh fnips to the United 
States, and to carry the produce of thole Stales to the Co- 
onies. The prefent propdfi'i )n, therefore, was a reftri£tioa 
rather than an enlargemcrit. 
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Mr. Eden. Mr. EdiH perfevered in a cdatrarj opinioD, and fkii, that 
either hc^ or the two right honourable gentleman, had very 
much mifconeeived a very important poinK 

CoL Tits* '^ Colonel Fitzpatrick faid^ he had a petition in his hand 
fimilar to that he had the honour to prelent laft feiSon^ viz, 
a petition from certain of the ele£lors of Weftmjnfter, com- 
pbkining of their having been deprived of their legal fran- 
ehifes, and that the city of Weftminfter was ftill fuffcred ta 
remain unreprefentecl in that Hoyfe» Mr. Fitzpatrick f^^id^ 
as the Peopfe had been given to underiland from authority, 
that fopie fteps towards a general reform in the ftate of the 
Tcprefentatioft would foon be taken^ he trufted, if thofe who. 
had fignified their wiffies for a reform were fincere in what 
they had faid upon that fubjeQ, that he Ihould have their 
fupport in obtaining that relief for the ^ petitioners, w^ich 
thejr appeared to him to be juftly entitled to. He faid far- 
ther, that it was neceffary tor him to apprize the Houfe^ 
that the petitioners had not prefumed to ^ueftioo its juftice^ 
or to hazard any reflefiioh on the proceedmgs of the lail fef- 
fion ; the Houfe^ therefore, would have the gpodnefs to 
mdcrftandy that the expreiSons of an iinpaflioned nature 
il^ptied folely to the conduft of the High Bailiff^ antecedent 
to the determination of the Houfe. 

The petition was, upon motion, ordered to* be brought 
tip,^ and i?eing read at the table,, ftated ^ That, notwithftand-«( 
^^ ing the l^rliament is now affembled in its fecond feifion,. 
•* after a long recefs, the city of Weftminfllcr, equally to 
^^ the furprife and concern ofthe petitioners^ is Kill without 
^^ any reprefentatives in Parliament t That, at the opening 
'^ 6i the prefent Parliament, a.fter the eleftors of Weftmtn- 
•* i3ker, accprdlng to the exigency of the King^s writ for 
^ meeting his people in Parliament on the iSth day of May 
'^ la.^, and conformably to law and ancient ufage^ had duly 
** chofen two citizens to rcprefent the fame, the faid eledors* 
<^ were> by an a£t equally illegal and unprecedented, de* 
** prived of their juft ^nd valuable right to a (hare in the 
** fegiflation of their country, through their reprefcntativcs 
f^ chpfcn into the.Commons Hovife of Parliament ; the Iligli 
^^ Bailiff pf Weftminftir, tboi]|gh folemnl^ called ' i^^''^ 
^^ halving j^.^uied tp make any return of citizens to librve 
^ ill ifarliament ^or the faid city : That the petitioqcrs^ 
•« unprefled with a high fenlTe of trie value oJF that branch oF 
** ^e Legiflature^ which they have Been taug^ht to eoniider 
^^ j»8 the natural guardian of the rigjbti of the j»edple, from 
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** whom It derives its power, and to whom it is accountable 
" for the execution of the tmft, could not behold^ without 
*' great indignation, an attempt fo infulttng to the dignity 
*' of Parliament, which has been thereby rendered maimed 
'^ and incomplete in its cpnftruftion, as well in direft con* 
** tradition to the King's writ of fummons for meeting h!« 
^* people in a full Parliament,- as to the manifefl degradation 
** of the charaSer and importance of that auguft afiembly ; 
<* nor can the petitioners, conliftently with their duty to, 
« themfelvcs, widi a juft regard to the common rights of 
<^ their fellow fubjefts, apd what they owe to their poftcrity^ 
** omit any proper occafion to exprefs their faoneft fentimenttji 
<< and ftill, as freemen, though deprived of the facred diC> 
^ tinftion which makes men free, prefer their juft complaints 
^< againft a proceeding fo unprecedented in the aniials o£ 
^^ Parliament, fo full of danger in the example, and whicii, 
«* is not more a grievous injury to the interefts and privelegea. 
*' of the citizens of Weftminfter, than utterly fubvcrfivcof 
<* the rights of the whole conftituent body of this country i 
^ That the falutary wifdom and honeft vigilance of die 
•^ Houfc of Commons, to check the proerefs of corruption^ 
** and to guard againft the influence of the Minifters of thp 
«« Crown, in the eleftion of members to fervc in Parliament^ 
^* will have become altogether fruitlefs, if it may happea 
^< that, after deftors (hall have withftood every unconfti* 
«' tutional attempt to diftate^ particular perfons to theit^ 
<« choice, and (hall have evercifed their futtrages freely and 
i^ independently, a new and extraordinary device may be. 
<^ reforted to, by means of which it may tie in the power of 
•* thofe who have, or who, by fecrct and corrupt manage-. 
** ment may obtain, an undue influence over a Returning 
« officer, to exclude from Parliament, and to fubjeft to a^ 
*^ expence which might be ruinous to the moft ample for* 
^< tune, under the pretence of a fcrutiny, any perfon, the 
^' exertion of whofe abilities may be peculiarly neceffary to 
<« the interefts of his country, but whofe attachment to the^ 
f* true principles of the Conftitution may have xCildered hinj. 
<< an objeift of extraordinary perfecution : That there never. 
<** was a' period in which the prefcnce and affiftance of it^ 
<^ members in Parliament was more effential to the peace, 
^^ and pfofperity pf the city of Weftminfter ; That, during, 
*' the laft fefiion of Parliament, befide many important re-. 
<^ gulatibns of^ trade and revenue, various new and burden- 
<^' feme ta^es, to the amount of near a million per an^um^ 
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^^ were impofed on the nation, a very confiderable part 
f^ vfhttfiof hath been, and mufjt continue to be paid by this 
*^ city : That the. petitioners have always nnderftood it to 
<Vbe a. fundamental principle in the Conftitution of this Oo- 
*' vernment, that the money of the fubjcft pould not be 
<* taken without his confcnt, a pofition which would have 
" more found than fcnfc or meaning, if the opportunity of 
** giving their voices in the grant of money could be with* 
^* holdcn from thofe places which are invefted with the pri- 
** vilege of fending members to Parliacnent ; this dear and 
'• ineftimable privilege, however it may have been difre- 
garded in the impofition of the late taxes upon the 
city of Weftminfter, when they had no opportunity 
** of giving or withholding their confent, the petitioners 
f ^ yet claim and infift upon it as their indubitable right, and 
** the heavy grievance of which they complain wiH, indeed, 
*^ be very feverely aggravated, if fuffered to remain during 
** any farther part of the prcfcnt moft important fcffion oP 
*' Parliament, in which objefts of the deepeft concernment 
" to all His Majefty's iubjefts, and peculiarly intercfting to 
** thofe in whom the rights of reprefentation are vefted, 
*^ have been announced to be brought forward underafolemn 
*' call for the ftrift attendance of all the reprefentativcs of 
*' the people : That the hecefjity for reg^ulatinp and amend* 
** ing the police of the city of Weftnomfter is univerfaUy 
*^ felt, and loudly . calls for immediate attention;; and to 
^^ whom, in this, a$ in all other parliamentary bufinefs in 
** which the citizens of Weftminfter are particularly inte* 
*^ reftedj it is natural for them to look to for counfel and af- 
*^ fiftancc, but to thofe whom they have chofen to reprefcnt 
*f them in Parliament? That the petitioners are.advifsd, 
** and have heard with great fa'tisfaftion, that efficacious 
*'^ meafures are likely to be propofed early in the p.refent fef- 
«* fion of Parliament, under tlic aufpices of one of the mofl 
** confidential fcrvants of tKe Crown, to meliorate the prc- 
** fent defeftive ftate of the 'reprefentation of the united 
** kingdom ; but the petitioners humbly prefume to fuggeft, 
*' that it will appear but little confiftent with profel^ons. 
** of future puriiy and reform in the reprefentation of the 
** Commons, to fufFerthe aftual and fubfifting reprcfenta- 
" tion to remajn curtailed and imperfeft even according to 
** its prefent" form, and to permit with filence and impunity 
** a deep and dangerous wound to be given to thofe firft 
♦• principles of the Conftitution, upon which alone a free 
. . ., ' , " " " and 
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** and independent Parliament can be founded ; and the 

*^ petitioners cannot but deem it an unfortunate cafualty^ 

'< thaty at a time when other bodies of men are entertaining 

<< the'moft fangaine expeftations of the exteniion and fe- 

** curity of their inherent and dcarcft rights, the city of 

*^ Wcftminftcr Ihould, without any aft of delinquency even 

^^ alledgedy be (ufFering the penalties of a£lual disfranchjfe- 

^' ment ; and, the petitioners are more forcibly led to this 

** confideration, by refl^fting, that the rcprefcntation of 

'* Weftminftcr id not*merely nominal and unfubftantial, like 

f * that of boroughs, where there arc few cleftors, or where, 

«* under the appearance of an elefiion, an hereditary right 

f ^ to a feat is preferved in a family, or afligned at pleafure, 

** (an evil which the petitioners prefumc will be a main ob- 

** jcft of attention in the propofcd reform) but involves in it 

^^ the deareft interefts and moft important concerns of many 

•* thoufand citizens, inhabitants of this extenfive, populous, 

** and flourifhing city : That the fcrutiny, which is ftill 

•' carrying on in the city of Weftminfter, hath lafted for a 

** period of nearly eight months, and, judging by the pro- 

^f grefs already made, it appears extremely probable, that, 

*^ mould it proceed with the fame pace, and the petitioners 

^< do not underftand that any complaint hath been made of 

^< undue delay, the prefent Parliament may be advanced to 

*f its laft feflion by the time the High Bailiff has decided on 

** his poll : That the petitioners are well informed, that 

** every prediSion of the futility, infignificance, expence, 

*f and injuftice, which muft attend the proceedings of fuch a 

** court, hath been abundantly verified by the event ; but 

•* the petitioners forbear any detail of the progrefs or confe- 

** quences of a meafure, the origin and principle of which 

^* they folemnly protcft againft, as contrary to the fpirit and 

*< pradice of the Conditution, to the plaineft provifions both 

•* of common and ftatute law, and to the rights and privi- 

♦* leges of the eleftors of Great Britain ; for the fame reafon, 

** the petitioners forbear to meddle with the motives, reafons, 

/' or imaginations, alledged by the High Bailiff of Weft- 

'* minfter in defence of his condufi:, or with the claims and 

«* pretenfions of the refpeSive candidates ; but the petitioners 

** do humbly pray, that the Houfe will immediately take 

** fuch mcafurcs as fhall reftore the city of Weftminftcr to 

** iu undoubted right of having its rcptefentatives in Parlia- 

** ment, there being no farther or other relief fuited to the 

«* nature 
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'* datare of the injury complained' of in the premifes, or 
** Which can be fatisfaftory to the petitioners." 
Ordered, That the faid petition do lie upon the tabte. 
'Mr. Aider. " Mr. Alderman Sawbridge faid he was extremely glaud tb 
•»M Saw- hear, that the call of the Houfe was to tAkc place on fb 
*»•**«*• early a day, as he wiflied particularly that the attendance 
mig^t be hill. He gave notice, that he m^ant to take an 
opportunity of moving, that proper perfons be employed to 
re- value the landed property %f the kingdom, and this He 
fliobld propofe, meaning, when he had the neccffary infor- 
mation to proceed upon, to bring* in a bill or bills, with ^ 
view to an equalization of the land-tax. ' 
Mr.1S«»ke. Mr. Burke defired that an entry in the Journals of the 
third of May 1782 might be read. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt wifhed to go into the fupply firft, and* 
a fhort converfation took place on the matter,— ^at length it 
was agreed that Mr. Burke ihoukl proceed. 

The Journals of May the third, 1782, and the firing of 
refolutions relative to the condudl of Sir Elijah Impey, and 
the order for his recal, were read» 
Vr. Burke. Mr. Burke then faid, he believed the order of the Houfe 
had been in foroe inftances duly complied with, and that one 
of the perfons ordered to be recalled, viz. Sir Elijah Impey, 
had come over in confequencc of his recall. Report faid," 
and indeed had long faid, that Sir Elijah was going out ^ainr 
to India, notwithilanding the refolutions of the Houfe fiand^ 
ing to that day unrefcinded. To this report be had given 
tut little credit till very lately; what he wifhed,- therefore,* 
was to know from the right honourable gentleman oppofite 
to him, whether the report Was or was not authentic, meaq«>» 
itig to govern himfelf by theanfwer, in regard to thfe pro* 
priety of bringing that matter forward for difcufSonon tome 
. future day? 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt continuing filent. 
Mr Fox, Mr. Fox faid, if the report was true, it was the moft un» 

parallelled contempt of that Houfe, that had ever occurred. 
Mr. Cban. Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, the reafon of his not anfi^ering, 
ccWor Pm. ^jjg^ j^^ really had it not in his power to give the informa- 
tion defired. 

yb. Fox declared that was all the anfwer that could be. 
expedled, and the cnnverfation ended. 
. The order of the day was then moved and read, for the 
Houfe to refolve itfelf into a committee of fupply. The 
Speaker left the chair, and Mr. Gilbert took his feat at the 
table.. 

Mr 
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Mr. Brett then ftated, that it was the defign of Gorern- W''- J^"****. 
fnent topropofe as greap a reduftion in the national expendi- 
ture as poffible, and therefore he fliould move only for 
eighteen thoufand feainen, including three thoufand fix 
hundred and forty marines, which was upon the whole eight 
thoufand Jels than had been voted for the fervicc of the laft 
year. Rjlr. Brett Aated in what manner the feamen were at 
prefent diftributed. 

The motion having being read by Mr. Gilbert, 

The Eaql oi Surr^ expreffed 3t wiih, as eight thoufand The Si»l«C 
feamen lefs were to be voted for this than had been voted for Suwyw 
the fervice of.the laft year, that when the army came to be 
voted, at Je^ft a firailar redudlioa would be made there* 
Should this not turn out to be the cafe, bis Lordfhip faid» 
he fbouW think Government ailed very unwifely in w^akeo^ 
ing our marine force. 

Major Scott obferved that he was very happy to find from MaiorV^tt 
fo coniiderable a reduflion in the number of feamen, that 
his Majefty' s Minifters had not thefe alarming apprehenfions 
of wars in India> which had difturbed the imaginations of 
fome gentlemen in the Houfe, and had alarmed many 
people out of it. He hoped in the prefent queftion he was 
regular in offering a few obfervations on the ftate of our 
affairs in the £aftrlndies« It had been remarked by a right 
honourable gentleman, the.firil day of the feffioD> that the 
feeds of new wars were fown in India, and that we were pre* 
vented from knowing the particulars by the death of Major 
Davy, and the deftru£lion of his papers* This account, the 
Major confeffed, had a good deal furprifed him, but he had 
made it his bufinefs to inquire very particularly into tha 
truth of it, and would flate the matter precifely as it was, 
with the leave of the Committee. Major Davy had been three 

J ears Perfian tr^nflator to the Governor General, and lefk 
iengal, on the fixteeath of: February laft, in a very de« 
bilitated Hate of health ; fb ill, indeed, that there did not 
feem jjmch probability of his living to England. He took 
cham oC a packet from Mr. Haftii^s; but the Major aflured 
the Committee, that nothing relative to an expedled 01^ pro* 
jefled war was cqptained in the packet of letters. Wheo 
he 'found himfelf dying he arraii|;ed his affairs, and wrote the 
following letter^ vmich the Major begged to read, 
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*^ Lard Macartney^ atfea^ ^Otk /khy^ 1 784. 
« Dear Sir, 

^* Though, at prefent, a ftranger to yoU| I had Mattered 
myfelf with the honour, front the nature of your con- 
ne6tions in India, of being hereafter numbered among 
your particular friends. Providence has, I have reafoil 
to think, defliiied otherwife; and I have, therefore, ta- 
ken the necefFarv precaution, that the accompanying par- 
cel of letters may be carefully forwarded to you, in the 
packet' of the Lord Macartney from St. Helena— with 
fincere wifhes for your happinefs and profpierity, 
*• I am, dear Sir, 

•* Your moft humble fervant, 
^* WILLIAM DAVYJ* 

Major Davy had feveral .private letters which had pafled 
between him and gentlemen in India ;* thefe, together with 
fome loofe Perfian papers of his oWn, he dire£led fliould be 
thrown over-board with his body. Fortunately two gentle-* 
men, his friends, now in London, who were'fellow-pauengers 
with him, can prove at the bar of this Houfe, everv par- 
ticular relative to thefe papers ; but when it is conudered 
that Major Davy left Bengal in February, and that we have 
intelligence from thence as late as the feventeeth of May, 
and from Madras of the fifth of Auguft, no gentleman ever 
believed that any intelligence which Major Davy could bring, 
would be of the fmalleft confequence. It had alfo been ob«> 
ferved, that though the papers which were to produce thefe 
wars were deftroyed, the diamonds were preferved. The 
hiftory of the diamonds he alfo begged leave to ftate. A very 
confiderabje part of the fmall fortune Major Davy had ac- 
quired in India, he invefted in rough diamonds, and brought 
in the (hip with him* He alfo took charge of a fmall bulfe, 
for a gentleman at Bath from his fon^ and one bulfe of the 
enormous value of twelve hundred and fifty pounds, the pro- 
perty of Mr. Haftings. This then was the hiftory of thft 
wars, the papers, tmd the diamonds. The right honourable 
gentleman on the firfl day of the feflion had afterted that all 
was terror and difmay in Calcutta^ that no refources had beea 
collefted for fome months, nor were likely to be colle£ted 
for months to come. This, the Major faid, was to him a 
cnoft extraordinary declaration, for he could ailert, that the 
revenues were regularly eoUefiled^ and in the months where 

they 
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they were moft trifling, at leaft one hundred thouianJ fCnoAs 
was the amottnt paid in fpecie into the Khalfa treafuiy; tor 
the truth of this he appealed to another honoaraible gently- 
inan> (Mr. Francis.) Another afiertion of the right honour- 
able gentleman was equally /extraordinary in his opinion; 
that no accounts of the colkflions for the lalbtbror years 
bad been received. Now he would aflert, and prove, that 
in no country in the world were the revenue accounts kept 
with oore regularity; th?tt thefe accounts were at tlie India- 
boufe to the lateft po0lhle period, the month of March laft : 
that there was a regular monthly account, which £kated not 
only all the coll^dlions and balances on every diftriiSl for tfae 
preceeding montat but the balances for the year ; that it waa 
true no complete books fince 17$ 1*2 were arrived, becailir<$ 
they were always neceilarily in arrear; but all the p«r* 
ticulars from which that complete book was made out, were 
at the India*houfe i and littl^ as he was ^erfed in matters pf 
revenue, he would engage^ he faid, from thefe matwals to 
form an exa£t account of the revenues of 17&2-39 and fpr 
ten months of 1 783-4 « farther he could not, as the Bengal 
year ended in April. 

Ther« was another fubjed the Majpr faid be wpuld beg 
leave to mention. An idea had i^evailed, from the roaP^nft 
in which the right honourable gentleman had quoted Mr. 
Haftings' letter, that Bengal was flated to have fufierod Xf- 
vecely by a total want of rain; but the faft was diredtly the 
reverfe ; there had been uo diftrei's for grain in BeqgsJ, 
Bahar, aivl Benares^ though at one time great apprehendon ; 
but in Owde, as well 9s m other parts of Indoilan^ that is. 
the countries above Owde, jthe calimity had beenfeverely felt. 
The Major faid he had taken the liberty to mentiop tbefe 
particulars on the day the ftate of the navy was taken into 
confvderation, beoaufe the probability of war in India, was 
a very ferious consideration, and Ke repeated that HisMa- 
efty's Miniflers could entertain np apprehenGons pn the fub- 
je6t, by diminifliiqg the number of .feflig[ien for the prcfent 
year. 

Mr, Francis declared he could not fee what conneftion the Mr.Ftapcit 
affairs of India had with a vote of feamen for the fervicc of 
the year; but called ujxon as be had been, bc would juft fay 
that his accounts from India, which wcrfs dated ip July* 
1784, differed extremely from the accounts which the ho- 
nourable gentleman had ftated to the Hoqfc. At the time 
his accounts came away, there was not a rupee in the Trea- 
fury at Calcutta. The orders upon t}ic Trcafury, which^ 
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when he was in India, were deemed as gooJ as Bank notea, 
bore a difcoutit of ten per cent. With this depreciated pa- 
per had the inveftments> been bought; and fo far was the 

. Treafury of Bengal from being likely foon to recover, that 
it was above a million in debt. Mr. Haftings, at that time, 
was gone up the country, where he would receive about 
forty lacks of rupees, but thirty of them at Icaft would be 

: expended in the country, fo that not above five, or ten lacks 
ftt the utmoft, would reach Calcutta. With regard to the 
receipt of an hundred thoufand. pounds a month from the 
provinces, the monthly receipt had not beeA any thing like 
that fum. 
Mr. Burker Mr. Burke fai.d, he never ventured to make grave and fe» 
rious affertions in that houfe, without having firit taken care 

•to inform himfelf very fufficiently of their being juftly 
founded; What he had faid on the firft day of the feffion,. 
he was ready to prove. His affirming one thin^, and the 

* honourable gentleman over the way taking upon him to con- 
' tradia it, neither proved nor difproved it. The honourable 

gentleman and he were at iflue ; the Houfe were to trjr th« 
caufe and to pronounce the judgement. To their decifion 

* he would chearfully fubmit. The honourable gentlemaa 

* who fpoke laft, he faid, was a man of undoubted knowledge 

* and undoubted .integrity. He had proved himfelf to be fa 
•in bis faithful and diligent difcharge of his duty in India. 
'That honourable gentleman had faid enough that day to 
' confirm all that had been thrown out in regard to the ftate of 
'India on the firft daj of the fefiion. Nay, the honourable 

gentleman on the India bench had himfelf, that day, jn the 
face of the Houfe, admitted, that Major Davy, a fecret 

' and confidential agent of Mr. Haftings, had been entrufted 
with Perfian letters, which letters had been deftroyed fince 

' his death, although his diamonds, ' and Mr. Haftings' dia- 
monds, had been taken good care of. Mr. Haftings, Mr. 

* Burke faid, kept private {ecretaries to treat with, and write 
to the country* powers independent of the Company, He 
repeated his affertions, that -all accounts of the ftate of the 
revenue, and the Perfian correfpondence, were withheld 
from the Direftors and the Public. Thofe were fafts which 
he would undertake to prove, and likewife, that when neither 
the Company here at home, nor the Public, could receive 
difpatches and accounts from Mr. Haftings, his confidential 
friend over the way did receive fuch difpatches. Mr. Burke 

ridiculed 
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ridiculed the idea of the refrelhing fhowers, which Major, 
Scott declared had fallen and bedewed the country of Oudc. 
• Sir 'fames Johnjione rofe, nbt, he faid, to bring India into Sir Jamcj 
a queftion, with which it had nothing to do, but to exprefs M*****"*- 
his fatisfaftion at the vote of the day. The reduftion of - 
the number of feamen to eighteen thoufand, affured him that 
we were likely to be bleffed with a continuance of the peace, 
and it at the fame time proved that Miniftcrs paid a due apd 
a laudable regard to oeconomy. 

Major Scott ^ in reply to Mr. Burke, faid, he wooW only Maj^ Scott, 
detain the Committee one mimite. The right honourable 
gentleman had afTerted, that he repeatedly received advices . 
wjien infoirmation wa« kept from the Company. This he 
defired moil pofitively and folcmnVy to deny. He never did- 
but once ; and that was what Mr. Haftings could neither 
forefec nor prevent : two Ihips, the Neptune and the Bel- 
mont, failed froni Bengal together ; a pafTenger on board the 
Neptune had a packet for him, and therc^ were- feveral on 
board for the Direftors : the fhip fprang a leak ; the gen- 
tleman moved into the Belmont, and carried the packet with 
him, by which means the* Major got advices, very unex- 
peftedly, which the Company did not; but he inftantly 
communicated them to the X>ire£(ors, and was faid to have 
done his duty, and received fome compliments from indivi«. 
duals of the body on the occaiion. This was not the 6rft 
time fuch an aflertion had been made : it would be found in 
one of the Reports of the Secret Committee ; but he de- 
clared, on the word of a man of honour, that, except in the 
inftance he had related, he never had, direAly or indirefily^ 
heard from Mr. Haftings, except through the channel of the 
Company's difpatches over land, or by their fhips. " The *" 
right honourable gentleman talked of what he was to bring 
forward — the Major avowed his readinefs to meet him at 
any time, or on any points 5 but he hoped the Houfe and 
the Public would recoUefk in the mean time, that the right 
honourable gentleman had made predictions in former times^ 
and that they had all been falfified by fubfequent events. 

Mr. Burke made a Ihort reply ; and at length the queftion 
was put and carried. After which Mr. Gilbert left the 
chair, and was ordered to report the refolution the Com^ 
xnittee of Supply had come to, to the Houfe. 

^X The 
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Ditto — aiftjan. 1762 ' • — 20,275 o o 

Ditto — 30th May, 1780 — — 215,85:^ a o 

Brandy, 29th Sept. 1736 . — 30^,345 o o 

Ditto — — 1766 and 1766 88,9^4 o o 

Ditto — 2ift Jan. 176^ — 16,317 o -^ 



Ditto — 30th May 1780 — — 72,523 o 
" '^ ' 3,486 



o 

Low wines, 29th Sept* 1736 — 8,486 O o 

Additional ditto, 25th March, M 743 10,061 O o 

Ditto, 1746 5,528 o o 

Ditto, iftjuly, 1751 ' — I4j447 ^ ^ 

Ditto, — 2ift Apr. 1760 — 57j40I o o 

Ditto, — 2ift Tan. 1762 — * 11,668 o o 

Ditto, — 30th May, 1780 — *'>943 o ^ 
^5 per cent* on fevcral duties, and ^^15 per 

cent, on malt, 5th April, 1779 139,068 : o o 

/5 per cent. 1780 — — 40j43S ^ ^ 

Ditto^ — 178 1 — — 97,9^6 o o 

Ditto, — 1782 — — 102,561 o o 

Men fervants, 2ift May, 1781 ■ — 5i>6o9 o O 

^d. additional exciftr, 1706 •— I75>836 o o 

Plate licenfes, 1758 — — 6,519 17 9 

Coaches, 25th March, 1747 — 91,450 i^ 3 

Additional do. 5th July, 1776 — * 22,016 o o 

Ditto, — 1782 — 26,060 o o 

Additional 3s. per barrel on ale, 1761 576,315 O O 

Tabic beer, — — 1782 23,102 o o 

Auftions, -— -^ • 1777 42,821 o o 
Hereditary and temporary excife, 25th Oft. 

1760 — — 324,862 5 4 

2-7tbBof9d. pcnbank . 50,239 agU.^.g.^ q o 

5:7tbsof ditto — 125,597 17 2|J ^75*037 o o 

3d. additional excife, rt5th March, 17 10 58,557 o o 

Sweets, 25th June, 1737 — 11,220 o o 

Additional do. — 1780 — 5,6io o o 

Hides, 24th June, 1711 — 129,622 8 6 

Additional do. it)th June, 1 712 — 77, no o o 

Wire and ftarch, lOth June, 171^ - £8,581 4 6 

Additional ftarch, 1780 — — 26,076 o O 

Coffee, 24th June, 1724 — — I7>870 19 10 

Additional do. 5th April, 1759 — 127 o o 

Old cocoa nuts, 1781 — — 2, 125 00 

Additional do* 1781 — — * 994 o o 

Tea, 24th June, 1745 _' ~ 371,239 i 11 

Tea 



I 
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Tcalicenfcs, 1780 — — 8,260 o O 

700I. per week, <xcifc '— - — - 192,400 o o 
iicenfes for retailing fpirituous liquors^ 

1743, and 1752 .^ — . - — - 71,949 o 7 

GlaU, 5th July, 1.777 — • — . 75^466 o o 

Additional ma!tj Bih February, 1760 3SOj76o o o 

Ditto, 30th May, 1780 — — 26;?,552 o o 

Cyder, Sth July, lybG ~ — '5536 o o 

General Iicenfes, 1784 — — 35 /O o 



o 



Total of excifc — 5,263,578- 8 6 



S T. A MPS. 

Pamphletfi and ftainpt papers . — •»— 4^,460 2 o 

Stamps per Hanapcr Office^ 1 749 - . — . . 3474 o 7 

Papcrandparchmenr, 31ft July, .1.710 — 37>63i i 4 

Paper, cards^ and dice, 24th^une, 1711 175825 8 10 

Additional cards and dice, I5tb April, 1756 88 4 19 4 

Ditto, 5th July, 1776 - — — «505 19 4 

Almanacks, 1781 -^ . — 1005 , o i 

Policies pf infu ranee, .loth June 1 7 12 — ; 6766r 19 t 

Additional duty, i ft June, 1765 . — — 2564 n 7 

Apprentice duty, ift^May, 1715 . — 6169 14 ^ 

Ale Iicenfes, .1756 -^ — . 49>498 o 9 
Additiooal ftaipps on paper and parchment, 

5th July, 1757 — . — 80,545. 30 

Ditto, — ' 1759 - — — 10,034 12 9 

Ditto, — 1762 — . . — 358 II t 

Dittp, — 1765. . ^ ' — 793 H 3 

Ditto, — 1676 — . - — 60,268 8 lo 

Ditto, — 1777 — 47>077 19 3 

Ditto, — 1779 — - - — 2133726 9 II 

Ditto, — 1780 — — 18,903 o 5 
Additional ditto, and billsof. exchange, ift 

Auguft, I ft September, ift Oftober, and 

I ft November, 1783 • X97)53S 4 ^^ 

Addttional-ftampduties, ift and 29th£ep- 

tember and ift Oftobcr, 1784 -^ 2094 O O 

Pofthorfes, 1780 — — 102,827 ^ ^ 

Additional policies, 1782 -^ — 97*248 11 i® 

Additionalpaper and parchment, 1731 — 43,083 i 6 

Paper, per lottery, 1714 — — 19,931 ^5 ^^ 

Wine 
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! j Winc liccnfcs, 5th July, 1757 — 


,18,044 


6 


9 


ii Additional carriages, xft Auguft, 1783 - 
$ Liccnfcs for felling lottery tickets^ 178a 

;; Ditto, — — 1783 

jii Stanaps per bank — — * 
vi Total of ftamps 


- X9,94a 


17 


3 


290 


17 


4 


500 








8301 


7 


4 


936,283 





<y 


'Wi' .... 

i INCIDENTS 


1 






f; Salt, 5ih April, 1759 ~ ~ 


221,363 


12 


S 


;:^ Ditto, loth May, 1780 -^ — 


55,340 


14 


H 


; ; l>itto, 22d Jane, 1782 — — 


56*031 


9 


H 


* ij 700I. per week letter njoney ~ — 


37.«oo 








Letter moMy, 25tfa Oftober, 1760 — 


»54,ooo 








tl Seizures, — • — 1760 


33,675 


8 


9< 


jj[,, Proffers, ditto .— — * 


600 


t6 


7 


"l: Alienation duty, ditto — — 
f ji Coropofitions, ditto . — *— 


1040 


2 





7 


to 





. A Fines and forfeitures, ditto — . — ^ 


485 


9 


4§ 


Iff Rent of a light houfc, ditto — . — 


6 


;i 


4 


.»f* Fines of leafes, ditto — — 


6051 
960 





I f Allum mines -^^ .*• 








|| Hawkers arid pedlars, 1710 "^ 


2996 


e 


8 


' j Hackney coaches, 1711 ~ — 


11,000 








l| 6d. per lib. on ponfions, 24th July, 1721 


43,400 








j # IS. dedu^ons on faiaries, &c. 5th April, 


43, "« 


gi 


6 


j »7So - . ,. - . . ^ 


S 


Men fwrants, 5th July, 1777 (Arrears) 
. Firft fruits of the dcrgy *^ — 


457 »7 


a 


57^ 


s 


II 


f Tenths of ditto — - — 


975* 


IS 


^1 


Houfes and widows, 10th Oft, 1766 


39a>85« 


10 


9 


Hoofes, 5th April, 1778 — *^ — r 
ill Total of incidents i 


ii4,65« 


IL 


f 


•«9«>,635 





H 


1 To^^l af cuftoms, cxcife, ftamps, and in- 
\ cidents «. a^, 10 


rS95,5»9 


I 


of 


j Exchequer, the 2d day 








of February, 1785. 








1 JOHN HUGH SON, 


1 ' 


February 
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February 4, 

The right honourable ^;^/ior< Ellis moved, that the order Tli« ftJgbt 
of the day for the attendance of the High Bailitf, &c^ might ^^^ 
be read ; bat he faid, at the fame time, that, contraty to his 
fbroier intention, he did not mean to enter into an examina- 
tion of .the returning officer this day, or inftitute any pro- 
ceeding relative to the Weftminfter eledion before Tuefday 
next. In thus poftponing the confideration of a moft im- , 
portant bufinefs to a future day, he hoped 'no one would 
imagine that he intended to abandon it ; his reafon for pro-< 
poling the delay was, that the right honourable gentleman, 
(Mr. Fox) who was moft nearly afFedted by, or interefted 
in, the decifion on the Weftminfter eleftion, and the want 
of whofe abilities in the difcuffion of fuch a queftion would 
be a lofs to the Houfe, had met with an unfortunate acci- 
dent, which kept him at prefent confined to his apartment ; 
he had ftrained the tendon Achillis ; and was not now ablo 
to ftir abroad. He underf^ood, however, that his furgeon 
was of opinion, that the right honourable gentleman would 
not fufFer a long confinement from this accident ; that three 
or four days reft would probably fo far reduce the fwclling,. 
and remove the pain, as to enable him to attend his duty in 
that Houfe. He concluded by faying, that when the order ^ 

for the attendance of the High Bailiff, &c. ftiould have been 
ready it was his intention to move, that a new order be made 
for him to attend on Tvefday next. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, he did not mean to oppofe the Mr. Ck»»- 
motion of the right honourable gentleman : he himlelf was ^*"" . ' 
one of thofe who would lament, if, indifcuffing thebufineft 
of the Weftminfter eleftion, the Houfe fhould not receive 
the alEftance of thofe abilities which fo eminently diftin- 

faifhed the right honourable gentleman who was abi'ent« 
f any accident had happened to him, he was forry for it ; 
^nd hoped that the inconvenience arifing from it to the right 
honourable member himfelf would not be pf long contir 
nuance. But in giving way to the right honourable gentle- 
man's motion, he would not give up his claim to the merit 
of renouncing that advantage, which the abfence of the right 
honourable member would give him, in agitatinjg the queftion 
of the ele£lion ; nor could he help remarking, that a motion 
for delay cam^ not with a good grace from thofe, who 
charged another honourable perfon, not lefs interefted in the 
return for Weftminfter than the right honourable gentleman 
Vol. XVIL I * who 
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ifrficj was abfcnt, with a ftudicd mtention to procraftinatc and 
fpin out the fcrutiny to an unrealonabic length : the delay 
d\i not now'rcft wVth any other than the right bonc^rabte 
member hiiftfelf. When a petition was prefented to the 
Hoiife a few dAys ago from certain eleftorg of WefttoinftcTj^ 
t'^TR complaining that their city was not repreftnted in Patlin^ 

menr, they did not furcly recolleft that they were abiy rc- 
prefented by the bargcfs for Kirkwall, whofe abfence on this 
» day was to creatt; a delay, that would for Ibmc dayt kxiger 

ij ftop an inquiry into the <iaufe why Weftniinfter remaitife tin- 

i teprcfcntcd. A grave and high authority, that of the fii^t 

honourable member who made the motion, had faid th^ Ae 
right honourable gentleman^ who was abfent, was the jpeffen 
moft nearly concerned in the decifion of the eleAion^fer the 
city in which he was then (peaking ; if he was fo very nearly 
concerned, then it wa* not with the beft grace that the elec- 
tors had cbmphiincd that they were not reprefcnted; for 
while they had the aid of the (hitting ^Lbilities of the right 
honourable member, who was fo deeply interefted ift the 
H quedion to which their complaint Was directed, they might 

be truly faid to have not only a rcpVefentativc, but a moft 
mblc one. He concluded by repeating what he bad fiiid at 
<he beginning, that he would not opp6fe the motion, but 
that at the feme time he would have it known that the delay 
did not originate with him, and that it was countenanced by 
thofe only who complained of procraftination and affc£ted 
delay. 
Tbe.Rigiit The right honourMe Thomas Pelham replied, that with 
Pdkam ' «^hatevcr propriety he, who was an enemy to reform in Par-* 
liament, and was of opinion) that a member elefted locaHy, 
reprefcnted generally the Commons of Great Britain, and 
not merely his own conftituents, might think that a burgeft 
6f Kirkwall reprefented Weftminfter, it was wkh a bad 
gl-ace, indeed, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who 
Would wilh to be thought the Jincere champion for parlia- 
mentary reform, (hould hazard the aiiertion of a iimilar opi--- 
Tiion^ For his own part, reprcfenting, as he did, a great 
coitflty, and ftanding upon a popular eteftion, he felt that 
the queftion of the Weftminftcr eleflibn did not neat fb in- 
timately concern the right hononrablc member who was 
abfent, is it did the Commons of Great Britain at large; it 
concerned himfelf as much as it did the right honourable 
member ; it concerned every man who would venture to 
ftand upon popular principles for the honour of rcprefcnting 
1 cmm^ies ^ 
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tountiet ; it concerned the whole body of the People at 
}arge« Therefore, when he was ready to agree tp the pro- 
pofed delay, it was not in empty coq^pliment to an abfent 
fnember, as perfonally interefted in the bjofinefs^ but be* 
caufe, acquainted as ne was with the unbounded abiliticf of 
that gentleman, he thought the Commons of Great Britain 
woiilt? aft unwifcly, if, by precipitating a queftion of (o 
Hiuf.i .'joment, they fhould deprive thenifelves of the afiif- 
tar f fo able a member^ The Chancellor of the £xche«> 
qit xpcfted credit for the fincerity of his wifbes to procure 
a ' .in of the reprefentation of the People in Parliament ; 
b People bad ilili to look for the fruits of thofe wi(he8 ; 

ai y had no .very great encouragement to eype£t to fee 

(b vhen they coniidered the meafures that fome members 

ha ountenanced, in order to keep thofe out of Parliament 
:\\k ad a right to fit in it; and^ inftead of wb^t the right 
hoi • rable member called a bad or defcftive reprefentation^ 
to v<f them no reprefentation at all* The right honour* 
«bl aiember maintained^ that reprefentatives were bound to 
ob- fUe tnftra£tions of their conftituents; but he took car^9 
that the elt^ors of Weftmtnfter (honld have no members to 
whom they could fend their ioftru^ipns* This, be thought^ 
jtrgued no good to the caufe of refprqs, to which the right 
honourable mediber aiFe^ed to be fo very lincere a friend. 
To {he motion for a delay q{ the proceedings in the Weil- 
minfter bufincfs^ he intended togiye his fuppofti not becaufb 
the right honourable member who W^s abfent, was mote 
nearly coaeeroed in it than himfelf, or any Other country* 
^member in the HouTe, but b^canie he was convinced that 
himfelf, and other country gentlemen, would derive Co 
much information from the right honourable member when 
.he (hould he able to attend, that jthey miiift be the better 
able to determine what fide to take> when a queftion (hould 
.come before them for deciding upon the fteps that had been 
^Ireadyi and ftill remained to be taken risUtive to the Weft* 
4ni«fter elc£lion. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt begged leav© to expUiq* He faid, Mr. Chtn- 
that when he took the liberty to remark that the right ho- *^*'^ **'"' 
.aourable gentleman^ who w<i9 abftnt^ .wa9:moft nearly con* 
•cerned in the bufif|e& to which the order then under con* 
fideration related, he did not advance it upon his own, but 
upon the high and grave authority of the right honourable 
gentleman, who made the moiioo. As to his pi-ofeflions 
festive to a pariiaaentary reform^ he cared wl bow often 

I Z they 
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they'were examined ; as he knew that the more they were 
lifted, the more it would appear that they were fincere. 
Ooe thing, however, had dropped from the rcfpeftable 
loember who had fpoken laft, which he could Hot pafs over 
vonoticed : the honourable member afcribed to him this 
do^krine, ** that reprefcntatives are bound to obey the in- 
f^ ftrudions of their conftituents ;'* but he aflared the ho- 
nourable gentleman he never laid down iuch a doArine in 
that Houfe^ or elfewhere ; nay, that he condemned and re- 
probated fbch a principle ; he had always faid, that though 
a member watf bound to pay particular regard to the local 
interefls of the place which chofe him, yet he muft confider 
himfelf as the reprefentaiive of the whole kingdom. 
Mr.Borke, Mr. fii/ri^ faid, the right honourable member was an 
enemy to prolixity in every thing but one; he was not an 
«nemy to the prolixity of a fcrutiny ; though he might think 
a fpeech of an hour's length in that Houfe very long and te* 
dious, he feemed to take great delight in a fcrutiny that bid 
fair to laft as long as the Parliament. Turning from this to 
the bufinefs immediately before the Houfe, he obferved tho 
right honourable gentleman feemed to treat with unbecoming 
levity, the account of the accident that had happened to bis 
abfent friend ; when two perfons were in a ftate of hoftiltty^ 
or to ufe a milder expreffion, in a ftate of competition or 
rivalfhip, there was a certain degree of delicacy to be ob- 
ferved by both towards each other ; there was a decorum^ 
that could not be tranfgreiTed by either^ without difhononr^ 
If two generals, rivals for fame, commanded oppofite armies 
iQ time of war, which was the moft hoftile kind of compe« 
tition, and one of them was wounded in an engagement^ 
the other would certainly pafs for a man of no elevated 
mind, who could treat with levity the wounds of his rival. 
If humanity would not make him drop a tear over his roi£- 
fortuhes, generofity and liberality would not fufier him to 
make choice of 'that particular moment, to throw out far- 
cafms againft him. And yet it was in fomewhat fimilar cir* 
cumftahces, that the' geheroiis and liberal foul of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer feemed to feel a pleafu re in finding 
in the acpident tliat had bc^fallen the right honourable gen- 
tieman, a handle for farcaftically charging his right honour* 
able, friend with being the caufe of the delay : he would 
leave hrm in full poiTeffion of fuch a pleafure, in the enjoy- 
ment of which, he would venture to fay, he would not foe 
f nvicd by any man in the Hoqfe* The right honpurable 
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gentleman (eemed to dopbt, that his right honourable friend 
faa(|^ really received any injury from what had happened to 
him ; " for ray part, (faid Mr. Burke) I can aflure the 
** Hoofe- that 1 faw my right honourable friend, that he 
^\ leaned upon my arm, and was unable to walk without 
*^ fupport : but if my affcrtions do not defcrve credit, the 
«« furgeon who attends my right honourable friend may be 
** fent for, and he will fatisfy the Houfe, thit in confe- 
*^ quence of the accident that has happened, my right ho- 
*' nourable friend is not able to walk acrofshis room alone." 
Mr. Burke then declared, that Mr. Fox felt more concern 
on account of tb^ delay, than of the pain occafioned by his 
misfortune ; and he could fay for one, that nothing could 
be farther from his own wifhes, and he believed he might 
fay the fame for all his friends, than unneceifarily to poft* 
pone the coniideration of a bufinefs, which, for the honour 
of Parliament, could not be too fpeedily brought to a con- 
cluiion. 

Here the order for the attendance of the High Bailiff, &c. 
was read ; and the queftion being pat on Mr. Ellis's motion 
for difcharging it, it was carried without oppoiition. — An- 
other was then made by the fame gentleman, for the at* 
tendance of the High Bailiff, and of Meffrs, Hargrave and 
Murphy, on TuefJay next. 

The right honourable W. EJen rofe immediately after the The right 
bufinefs had been thus difpofed of, and faid he would take the l!J*°p^** 
opportunity af a full Houfe, which he then faw, to give notice, ^ 
that he would' on Wednefday nej^t, move to difcharge the 
order made a few days ago, for giving the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer^ and fome other members, leave to bring in a bill 
for fettling the trade of Newfoundland ; and he faid he 
would do this for the purpofe of making way for another 
order for ' bringing in the bill upon a more extenfive 
plan ; and ih moving for that order, he would take the li- 
berty of throwing out his ideas relative to the law as it now 
fiands, refpeftiug the intercourfe between America and New* 
foundland, whicti differed very widely from what he had 
heard affertcd a few days ago, by two very- great authorities, 
he did not know which was this greateft (meaning Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Jenkinfon.) \ 

The right honourable C Jenkinfon faid, that what he took The right 
^ ihe libetty to advance, a^^ew days ago, relative to the trade honourable 
of the colonies, had been mifunderftood, or mifreprefented, ^q-^^^***' 
Whathefaid;! 0|r wiflied to have faidj^ was this; that there 

was 
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%rfts Hot new any law, that there i«cver had bead aay law in 
this country, that prevented Britifh (hips, oavigated according 
to law, to trade in aoy part X>f the globe, the Eaft Indict only 
excepted ; the Eaft-Iodia Company having, by charter, the 
exclofive right of trading to the latter. The right honourable 
gentleman faid he would move on Wednefday next for the 
difcharge of the order for bringing in the bill ; but he would 
afiure him that his motion would then come too late, as the 
bill would be brought in on Monday : and indeed every one 
who knew the neceiSty for paffing that, or feme fuch bili, 
muft wifh it to be carried through both Houfes, with all 
pofliblc expedition : if therefore the right honourable Mem- 
ber wanted to take the fenfe of the Houfe, on the difcharge of 
the order, be bad better make bis motion for that purpote on 
Monday, 

Mr.Baring. Mr. Baring faid, that he entertained a hope, that if the 
order (honld be difcharged, it would be onlv for the pur- 
pofe of extending the objeft of the bill. The prefent ftatc 
of Newfoundland demanded a fpeedy fupply of ftoret, and 
it was very material that an end (hould be put to the contefts 
which had arifen in the colony 00 what was the law* 

MrrEden. Mr. SJen rofe juft to obferve, that not being wedded to a 
day, he would not perfift in his intention to make his motioo 
on Wednefday ; and, as Monday appeared to the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, who fpoke laft but one, to be the more 
proper of the twb, he would, on the latter, move for the dif- 
charge of the order. 

Mr. Demp- Mr. DempJitT informed tht Houfe, that be bad in biahand 

^«'« a petition from the weavers ofGIafj^ow, employed io the 

manufacture of muflins, &c* complainmg of the ruipou4 con- 
fequences that the tat upon muflins and prioted linens would 
bring upon their trade, unkCs the kgiflatare fliould Inter- 
pofe, and repeal it. This petition, he obferved, was iigned 
by 12,000 perfons, every one of whom, he verily believed, 
was really concerned in the bufinefs of weaviogf lie thea 
moved for leave to bring it up. 

Wr.Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt rcquefted thd honourable member 

cc;iof Pitt, ^ooid ^ead it, th^t the Houfe might be thoroughly apprized 
•f its contents, before the qileftioo on tbf motion j{or hmg- 
ing it up fhould be put, 

Mr Demp. ^Mr. i>mj>/f/r accordingly wj^d it 

l^r- Burkp. ^r. Burke begged leave to fay a few words in ftppdrt of a 
Ifl petition that came from a city with which he had the bonoi^r 

f iq fome decree to be cminemd (as Lted &e£t<Mr ,^f Hm Uoir. 

vcrfitjf 
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-rerfity.) He then rarftied th.e.Ur)e of irony drawn 1>y Lord 
Norths and concluded by faying, that the petition had his 
hearty concurrence. ' 

The oueftion was at length put, and carried without oppo-' 
fition* The petition was thf n read by the Clerk. It pur- 
]k>rtdl to be, *^ ThcREMdNsxaANOE and Memorial of 
** the Operative Weavers of the city of Glafgow, borough 
^* of Rutherglen, and of all thofe operators who have en- 
<* tered into a correfpondencfc with the Glalgow Committee, 
^« humbly offered unto the honourable the Commons of 
^^ Great Britain in Parliament afiembledi and fetteth fortbj 
^* That wc who hereunto fubfcribe our namef, are the ope- 
** rative weavers of the places above mentioned, and, hav- 
** ing taken into our feripus confideration the very alarming 
^* nature of the late taxes on printed linens and Britifh manu- 
<< fa£ture<l muflins, ^eg leave, with all deference, to fub- 
<< mit ou# (entlments thereon to his Majefty's Minifters and 
•* to Parliatnent ; therefore, as a body of operative tradeC- 
<< men and free-born fons of Britain, ading for the prefenC 
<* fnteteft of the nation, and for the advantage of after ages» 
«« claim the liberty, as free fubjeds, to otter to your ho- 
** nourabte H<Jufe, in the firft place, our opinion of thcfe 
'^ tinpoptilar^ unwife, and ruinous uxatiofts; and fe-» 
<* condly, as our ultimatum, to crave a repeal thereof: it 
** is therefore the opinion of u« alt, without referve of fenti- 
^ ment, as we do not mean to be prolix, nor to detain this 
•* honourable Houfe with a chaia of fine-fpun arguments, 
<< that theft late^duties on the printed linens and Britifh ma- 
*< nufaAured'^mtfiflins are, in our views of matters, and in 
** reality wi prefume, the moft unv^ife, imprudent, and, in 
** ihort, ruinous laws that couM poffiWy be devifed by any 
<< Ntinlfter who wilhed his king a{id his country well : ana 
•* ferther, honourable gentlemen, we, as a body of ope- 
«* rative tradefmen and free fubjefts, in giving our opi- 
** nion, do not mean to count our lofs hyper <enu; but wc 
«* make bold to fity, that if thefe laws are allowed to ccn- 
** tinue, they will go far in extirpating thefe branches, par- 
** ticularly the Britifh muflins (and cotton machinery, 
^* which on the branches of manufadlure has its dependence) 
** from this country : wc prefume there is not a member 
•^ within the walls of this honourable Houfe unacquainted 
«* with the infinite toil and induftry with which thefe 
** branches of Britifti manu&6ture have been reared and cu!- 
** tiratcd, aod y«t are fc^rce arrived at the half ftage of per- 

" fcaion, 
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<< feftioQ^ cultivated, we fay, at very great expeoceaod la- 
'' bour, and even imminent hazard of wafting fortunes ; 
*^ and much of the cotton machinery in Scotland, and even 
1^ in England, though in a fair way of doing well, yet have 
<^ not paid their coft, nor even produced a farthing of profit : 

f ^- The confequcnccs of thcfe laws, thererorc, if allowed to 

<^ continue in force, will be emigration and depopulation, 
<' and all the train of miferies which are the ufual attendants 
'^ of fuch national misfortunes : it is the greateft curie that 
<< can come upon a land, next to a judgment from heaven, 
^^ to have induftry cur)>Qd«— And farther^ we cannot help 
^' obferving, that theie laws give an immediate preference 
<^ to the muflins and callicocs imported by the Eaft-India 
<' Company, at the immediatie rifque and hazard of the non- 
f ' coofumption of our Britilh manufa&ure : we mean to 
<^ fpeak our honeft fentimenf s, which we prefume we have 
^^ naturally a right to : the Eaft India Company import their 
<^ articles of callicoes and muflins from a country where ty« 
^^ ranny and oppreilion reign, and where too the fpontaoe* 
^^ ous gifts of Almighty God early eftabliflied the growth 
^' of the whole of the materials of their manufaCkure within 
<' their own boundaries : on the contrary, we have every 
'^ difficulty to flruggle with, aQd to import our raw mate<» 
^' rials for the printing and n^uflin branches from foreign 
^' countries, on moft of .which high duties are paid for the 
<^ fupport and dignity of the Crown, which we think right i 
<^ why, therefore, in the name of God, Ihould we be ea- 
^* gaged in a threefold war of competition and rivalry with 
^< this company of foreign merchants, who, at theexpence 
<^ of the blood and treafure of the nation, are held up and 
<* fupportedon all hands i and moreover, the prefentflourilh- 

' ** ingand patronized flate of thcfe manufa£tures in Ireland, 

^ ^< France, and Switzerland, and other places on the conti* 
<< nent, render the prefent laws alluded to, an expedient ex* 
<< tremely dangerous, and by no means ultimately bene* 
<< iicial to government : all thef^ aiguments were fully aod 
^< clearly fet before your honourable Houfe laft feffion of 
*^ parliament, by the convention of the royal boroughs of 
" ocotlandy by the chamber of commerce of the city of 
<^ Glafgow, and by the manufaAurers of this city oC Glaf^ 
*« gow and neighbourhood ; and we have only farther to fet 
** before your honourable Houfe, that we are deeply intc- 
*^ refted, each for ouifelves individually, with the rife or 
<' downfal of the linen and Qotton manu£a£tures ; and we 
"• ' " hav«> 
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** have the vanity to fajr^ and fccnrc when we fay it, that 
** thcfe branches of manufaCVure have already proved a iburce 
<< of wealth to the nation, and give bread to many thoufands 
<* of his Majefty's induflrious and loyal fubjeds, and pro- 
<< duce all tliofe advantages which naturally arife from 
«< population and welUdireded induftry ; and farther, the 
<« racmorialifls take the liberty to fay, that if thefc laws 
<* are not repealed, that the refult and confequences will 
*< naturally be a more limited and contracted fale, and re- 
<* du£lion of the employment of the laborious operative 
*< weavers and their dependents, who are many thoufands ; 
«* the confequences then before mentioned may be dreaded, 
<< viz emigration and depopulation ; or to remain at home, 
•« a fcarcity of bread, and mifcry to ftare us in the face, 
** which cannot fail to render defpcrate a great part of this 
*^ nation : honourable gentlemen, the deure of the nation, 
*f and us operative weavers who hereunto fubfcribe, is, that 
«* you would take into your ferious confideration the pro- 
<* priety and neccffity of repealing thefc taxes : we prcfuni© 
** your honours willimmcdiately fee it neceflary ; therefore 
** the unanimous voice of us all is, Repeal! Repeal!— We 
<* have particularly in our eye the late duties on printed 
<< linens and Britifh matiufadured muflins ; but we would 
** beg leave to call your attcnilDn not only to thefe, bVit to . 
<* the encouragement of all the manufaftures of this country 
«« in general : other objefts of taxation, lefs dangerous, lefs 
« obnoxious and dcftrudive, may eafily be fybftituted; wliy, 
<< therefore, curb ingenuity and induftry ? If you are de*- 
'** figned, honourable gentlemen, under the great Ruler of 
«* the univerfe, to be happy inftruments of raiiing this 
«< drooping nation to its wonted fplendour, you have an ar- 
<* duous talk allotted for you indeed : you have to undo the 
*^ millakcs of many years, and to pilot this (inking nation 
*^ into the channel of reft, which nature, experience, and 
<* the circumftances of the times, point out : and this (takeo 
** to be your lot) lays open a l^rge' unbounded field for the 
t* difplay of true Roman like patriotifm, and for the fup- 
** preffion of ail frivolous or felfifh cgnfideralions : you are, 
*^ as Member^ of the Britifh Senate, Heaven's truftees for 
** the nation and all its dependencies ; and the truft which 
** heaven has repoied in you, ought therefore to be a mat- 
** ler of the moft lerious concern and import : you are tlic 
" ftewards of the nation; therefore you are bound, by 
•* ev^ry tie, efFe£iually to redrefs grievances, arid to dif- 
VoL. XVII. K •' fufc 
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** fufe univerfal juftioe, eommon» or at leaft (hoiild be fo^ 
'* to all ranks and clafles of mankind : The confidence oi 
** the nation will be confirmed to theLegiflature, by manu* 
*^ fadbures being unshackled) unfettered, and encouraged by 
** bounties : by thefe means alfo your names will be tranf-- 
** mitted topofterity, a-s the faviours of your touiitry, aird 
*« guardians of the Britifh liberties ; We, the operative wea- 
** vers pf the places afoiefaid, will clofe their obfervations, 
'^ by again exprefling their ferious apprehenfions that the woefu£ 
<* contequences arifingfrom thefe taxes, if allowed to continue 
** in force, are fuch as defer ve the moft ferious attention of th«^ 
** Legifflature, to whom rhey at prefent look up with that 
•* anj^ietv and folicitude incident to afituation fo peculiarly 
,<* interening; hoping fop that protection which will enable 
•* them to continue ufeful fubjefts of the ftate, and prevent 
** them from adopting the painful expedient of feeking en- 
*^ couragemeni abroad, which, by a continuation of thefe 
** laws, they confider as being denied us in our country : 
^' our ardent defire is^ to be uieful members of the commu- 
♦* nity J and we prefume, or rather flatter ourfelves, that 
** our arguments and caufe, n^w fabmitted to ParKamisnt, 
** will have their full weight ; and we hope that a repeal of 
*^ thefe laws will be the decifion of the honourable Parliament 
" of Great ^itain. The meniorialift^ have it not in their 
** power to appear perfonally ; but we beg leave to have it 
*^ underftood, that our united voices fu^r round the Parliament 
*^ Houfeat the hour of decifion ; and» in humble expe£ta- 
** tion that our wifhes on this bufinefs will be crowned with 
** fuccefs, we the menaorialifts beg leave moft humbly and 
'* moft refpedkfuUy to fubfcrlbe this rcmonflrance and me* 
^< morial." 

Ordered, That the faid petition do He upon the ttible. 

Mr, Burke. Mr. Burke begged leave to repeat a queftion, that he had 

put to the Treafury Bench a few days ago, but to which h6 

had not been able to obtain a fatisfa£tory anfwer* The quef* 

tion was this : ^* Whether Sir Elijah Impey was preparing 

to return to India with the knowledge and approbation of 

His Majefty's Miniftersj to refume the oflBce of Chief Juflice 

•f the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal.'*' 

Mr. Dun. Mr, Dundas^ in anfwer faid, that for his part he could not 

^**' tell whether Sir Elijah Im|>ey was preparing to return to India, 

or not; he believed Sir Elijah himfelf could give the moft fa- 

tisfa£lory anfwer on that head. But if the right honourable 

gentleman^ wiihed to know whether any fteps Iiad been taken 
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. to inquire into the cond^id: of that judge, in the adipiniili^. 
tioD oF his office^ he believed he could give him a fatisfadory 
anfwer, when he ihould tell him, that fteps had afiually been 
taken for that purpofe ; that the inquiry was not as yet con- 
cluded i ar^ therefore, its he <:ould not yet forefee what 
would be the decifion on that fubjef^, he had it not in his 
power to fay» that Sir ElijaSi would, or would not^ return to 
India^ as Chief Judge' of the Supreme Court. 

Mr. Burke faid, the anfwer was perfeftly fatisfaAory ; for Mt. Bmkti 
be could not fuppofe that Sir Elijah Impey would fet out for 
India, while an inquiry into his condu6t was pending before 
His Mgjefty's Minjflers. 

Here ended the bufinefs of the day ; and at five o*dock the 

• HQufe adjourned to Monday. 

'January 7. 

The Right Honourahle William Edm^ before he bailed the Rt Hon. 
attention of the tioufe to his motion, begged the clerk might Wm.Edea. 
read the title of the bill moved for by the rig^t honourable 
gentleman on the floor laft Thurfday, and to which fbe ob- 
lervations he was«now to make would principally rdate. It 
was, ^* A bill for confining, for a time to be limited, th^ 
-<' trade between the ports of the United States of America, 
<< and His Majefty's fubjeds in the ifland of Newfoundland, 
'*^ to bread, flour, and live ilock, to be imported in none 
<< but Britifli-built ihips, adually belonging to Britiih fub^ 
«* jeas/' 

There was one prejudice which, in the entry, of this bu- 
finefs, he was exceedingly anxious to remove. He did truft 
they would give him credit for meeting this fnbje£t as much 
divefted of every degree of party zeal or paffion as it was 
poflible. The idea originated in his own conceptions of the 
matter. Thefe he had communicated to fome gentlemen 
much .converfant in our mercantile laws, who had all uni- 
formly agreed with him in the principle, to which he would 
now attrafl tlie attention of the Leeiflature. And no time, 
in his apprehenfion^ required the Houfe to proceed with 
greater referve, moderation, and attention to the fvftem of 
laws in being than the prefent. When he confidered the 
fituation in which we were pflaced, the increafing extent of 
our finances, and all the infinite variety of demands whidi 
referred to our public expenditure, his heart did not fwell, 
he was not very proud of the burdens which we ftill found 
ourfelves able to bear j but he was indeed moft ferioufly foli* 

K 2 citous 
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citious that none of thofe many refources which we ftill re- 
tainedv might, by the temerity of the Legiflature, or the 
imprudence of our Government, be impaired or debilitated. 
) It was not now the feafon, and he did not incline to expatiate 

dn our commercial advantages, or the manner of improving 
them. It was his great objecSt that none of them might be 
negledled or impeded in that operation which was naturally 
to be expcfled from them, provided they were not otherwife 
obftrti£ted. This was the point to which all his obfervations 
were directed, and which he hoped would influence the Houfe 
in whatever deciiion they fliould agree. The face of the 
m^afure he deemed boftile in a fingular degree, to that ipirit 
of liberality which he prefumed ought to predominate in all 
commercial regulations whatevei* ; the leading idea held forth 
by the title he bad mentioned, was a diftindion in trade. 
He was not, however, certain to what extent the principle 
might be carried ; it appeared to him to be fo generally and 
loofely worded, that it might be carried to the ipoft dange- 
rous extremities. He then ftated the prefent fituation Great 
Britain flood in with regard to other countries as a commer- 
cial ftate, and how her regulations of trade were calculated to 
-^fkSt thofe ftates with whom fhe flood in this predicament. 
The difquiiition now turned on a multitude of legal obf)ruc- 
tions, in which the honourable gentleman called on his learned 
friends on the treafury bench to conteft the dodlrines, w)iich 
-he fubmitted to their attention and confiderarion. He knew 
no law, for his part, which authorifed any fuch reflridlion as 
feemed intended by this bill. He wiflied the authors of it 
had fufficiently confidered the confequences of pafTing it into 
a law. He recurred again and again to the tendernefs and 
circumfpedion which ought now efpecially to be exercifed in 
all our attentions to commerce. 1 he United States of Ame- 
rica could not help themjelves, or by any means, within his 
' -knowledge, accommodate their trade to iuch impofitions as 
this billheid forth. He was not fenfible that any circum- 
ftance, or emergency, impelled us to fuch a meafure ; it was 
of too much importance to be bun id over flightly ; he trufted 
gentlemen would revolve it in their minds, and prepare them- 
felves for giving the fubje£l an effedlual difcufTion. 

The honourable gentleman brought the following quota- 
tion from Montefquieu, in confirmation of his commercial 
idea3 : ** When a foreign commerce with a colony is prohi- 
** bited, it is not lawful to trade in thofe feas, except in fuch 
•* cafes as arc excepted by treaty. 

*' Nations 
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** Nations who are, with refpe^ to the globe, what indi*. 
** viduals are in a ftate, like thefe, are governed by the laws 
** of nature, and by particular laws of their own making. 
** One nation may refign to another the fea as well as the 
•• land. The Carthaginians forbade the Romans to fail be- 
•* yond certain limits, as the Greeks had obliged tlie King of 
•* rerfia to keep as far diftant from the fea-coaft as a horfii 
•* could gallop. 

•• The great ri fiance of our colonies is not an inconve* 
•* nience that affefts their fafety ; for if the mothercountrr 
•* oh whom they depend for their defence is remote, no Icii 
** remote are thofe nations who rival the mother country, 
" and by whom they may be afraid of being conquered." ' 

Thus far he had quoted an elegant and mafterly foreign 
^writer on this important and int-icate fubje6l; but a book 
but very lately publiiL d by Mr. Chalmers, had very largely 
and liberally difcufled the point *, He trufted, every gentle- 
iBan whotvifhed to underftand tho matter in debate, had got 
the valuable tra£l he referred to, and he would therefore de- 
cline any quotation^; but he was happy to agree with that 
very able and intelligent author in moft of his leading prin- 
ciples, and the commercial concerns of this country. The 
new afp6<9: which the independence of America had given to 
the Weftern Continent, made every difquifiti'on of this kind 
peculiarly delicate and interefting ; he was, however, foweli 
founded m his general idea, that he could wifli it to undergo 
the ftriiSleft and moft important inveftigation, The applica- 
tion of what he had with great fincerity fuggefted on thefe 
topics to the bill before the Houfe, or which the Houfe had 
given leave to bring in, was obvious, and ought to procure at- 
tention. The contents of the bill he knew not; it was the 
title to which his reafoning and obje61:ions chiefly went ; thi$ 
he was defirous to alter, and render confonant to fuch a re- 
gulation as ihould comprehend the cafe in queftion ; he was 
Aifficiently aware how dry and unacceptable fuch difqui- 
filions often are to gentlemen, efpecially on the firft hearing ; 
but he trufted he fhould be able to follow the meafure, ftep 
by ftep, and expofe the ahfurdity of it in fuch a manner as 
to obtain the fufFrnge of the Houfe, who would foon get ac- 
quainted with the lubjedl fufficiently to follow him in his 
rcafonings on it ; and as party had no concern in the iflTue, 
he was not without hopes of fupport in a matter thus replete 

* Vide ** Opinions on interefting fubjcfts of commercial law, and 
**' commercial policy, arifing from American independence." By 
George Chalmers, £fq. printed for J. Debrett, price 31. 

with 



19 t A'R L I A M^E n't A R Y A. 17S5- 

y^kh the profpcrity or decHne of the Britifli corpmerce. Sufh 
a queflion in that aflembly wa« always of much real impor^. 
tance; but the circumilance* of the time rendered it pecu- 
fiarjy fo at prefeat. He Welieved that at this moment there, 
were no lefc than five different treaties of a commercial ten-. 
flen.cy between this country and others depending. So un- 
precedented and rafti had the United States of America been 
in the mairagcment of their comtnerce, that it was impoflible, 
for them Co do any thing which, ^y pro[)er attention on our 
part, might not be rendered advantageous to us. 

Having ilated his reafo.ns for thinking that the prefent fyf- 
tem of our trade and navigation laws» however inapplicabJc 
to abftra£led theories of free comnjerce^ was become eflential 
to this country froai ber peculiar circumllances ; and that 
it was tbis fyftem alone which could enable an ifland like 
<jreat Britain t» maintain a flourifliing trade and landed opu- 
lence, together with public credit and naval ftrength^ under 
the preffure of .^ccumulaied ta^es, to tbe amount of fifty 
killings a bead for every individual in the community : and 
liaving alfo fliewn this fyflem, fo far a« it has hitherto mono- 
fjoliled not only tlie navigation, but the fupply of the Bri- 
tifc Colonies, was conformable to the law of nations, to the 
tif^e of every krjown empipe in the world, to various exift- 
ing treaties, and, laftly, to the municipal laws ; he procee- 
«Ied to fay, that he iwjght perhaps have reiled his ohjedlions 
to the prelent bill on the two great grou-nd« of expediency 
and of analogy. " I might," fays he, '• fairly have inferred^ 
that if 4 new empire arifcs upon the face of the globe, the 
«|ucftion flrall not be in what quarter of the world fuch a 
j>haenomenon appears ; there is no reafon in common fenfe 
why the locality flioutd make any difference, or give a claim 
to any diftiu£lion; If a new empire arifes, jhat empire rouft 
conform to what has been tbe praflice relpe6ling all other 
empires: if tha-t pra6l!ice 15 clearly known, you are not to 
inquire whether the i>ew ftate is fituated in the Baltic or the 
Mediterraner,n, in the Atlantic or the Pacific Ocean. SucJ* 
a* ftate, wherever found, mull take the difadvantages inci- 
'dent to dominion, together with the imaginmy fweets of her 
independence. By the a<S of her independence, Ihe is be- 
come foreign as to Gr<eat Britain, and foreign produce caii- 
siot go to Bririfli Colomes without being previoufly landed 
in this kingdom.'* Perhaps he might be told that there had 
once exifted an intercourfe between the Britifh Colonies and 
•<he. French and Spanifli Mands ; to this he woqld anfwer, 
4hat it was a commerce contrary to pofitive treaties exiftirg 

tbe«J, 
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Aen, and at this day in fOrce ; and it had never bfeeh atrtfro- 
rifed by ^ny pofitive law. It was true that ihere wt?re aS* 
of Parliament to charge a duty on the imported produce otf 
foreign i'flands ; but there were no afils to authorife the dear-' 
ances outwards to thofe iflands, or the cockets of entry and 
importation. That trade had always been both irregular and 
clandeftine; but if it had been othetwife, it would hav© 
amounted only to a limited comrtranication between two 
neighbouring colonies, for the motuai advantage of the two 
parent ftates, which was a confideraikHi di&ring totaH^ 
from a dire£t trade between a colony and an indepemlent 
flate. In obferving this, b^ muft again repeat that fhe pve- 
fent bril afiattied for its principle, ftat an unlimited trade in 
the Britrfli buih (hips between the New States and the re- 
inaining Colonies had legally fubfifted ever Cnce the peace. 

Here, tTien, he would contraft the whole argument, and 
would reft it on one point : tie would afiert with confidence, 
•* ^That no country, by chimging its fovereign, can acquire 
•* thereby new rights in the dominions of that fovereign ;** 
or, to ftate that propofition more fpecificalfy, he would fey^ 
•* That the laws of this kingdom, regulati»ng the trade and 
" intercourfe between two Britifh colonies, remain rn for<^e 
" and efFeft, notwithftandlng'the fubfec^uent feparation and 
'* acknowleclged indepe'ndertcv of one ot thofe colonies, un- 
•* til the fame are altered by Parliament.*' If proofs of this 
were wanting,,, he would refer to Dunkirk, from which 
port Trench wines canrTot at this day be brought ; becaufe^ 
when the aft of Navigation paSed, Dunkirk had not yet 
been fold, and has ^lever fince been acknowledged as French 
in any a^ of Parliament. In like manner, and art this hour, 
(by an unreafonable itri&nefs) Riga is not confidered as ^ 
Kuilian, nor Stetin as a Ptuflian port ; for the mere change 
of dominion makes no variation cognizable by the o£Scers of 
revenue, or the courts of juftice. 

But left it Ihould be'wifhed to raife diftinftions againft pre- 
cedents, in fupport of a point which feemed felf evident, he 
would refer to the aft of Parliament of the 23d of His pre- 
fent Majefty : that a6l: difpenfes with certain inftruments on 
the arrival of veffels from the New States in Britiflx ports; 
but fimilar inftruments were at the fame time reqtkifite, by 
fubCfting a£ls, on the arrival of veflels from the New States 
in the ports of the colonies ; and the inftruments laft men- 
tioned were left unrepealed. The whole fubjeft at this time 
had undergone very full difcuffions, and the Legiilature had 
faid, We will repeal a part of the rcftridlions^ but we will 
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alfo leave a part of the reftriAions untouched. Could there, 
under iuch circumftances, remain a doubt of the conftruc- 
tion and intentioas of the law ? The fame a£l had been ro- 
enaded five times under two Parliaments and two Admini- 
ftrations j and yet the Houfe was now to be told that the 
proceedings of both Parliaments had been erroneous, and 
that the Colonies, by changing their dominion, were entitled 
to be in a better fituation as to this country, than all the fo* 
reign powers of Europe ; in ihort, that the provifional arti- 
cles of peace had fuperfeded the commercial a£ls of Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. Eden concluded by faying, that, to fuch doftrine, he 
felt decidedly adverfe in every view of juftice, expediency, 
and law. He ferioufly regretted that it had been brought 
forwards. Thofe who efpoufed it with moft warmth, furely 
muil have Ibme doubts refpefling it ; and yet they furely alfa 
muil forefee, that it would bring upon them a weight of bu-- 
£nefSf and a choice of difficulties. They had now forced on 
this country the neceffity of regulating, by pofitive law,, 
what might have been fettled with better advantage by 
treaty ; for it was evident that Parliament muft forthwith 
proceed without delay to eftablifli a fyftem of reftridlions 
between the New States and the Iflanas, and Canada and 
Nova Scotia. He moved <* That the order of the 2d of 
** February be difcharged." 
JMr. Jen- Mn Jenkinfon defended the title of the bill, and dated the 
kinion. origin of it to have been this : laft year there was a very 
great fcarcity of proviilons in Newfoundland ; it happened 
that fome veflels arrived from America, laden with provi- 
sions. The Governor of Newfoundland, a very worthy of- 
ficer, was puzzled how to aft ; his own opinion was, that 
the provifions might be legally imported : he fummoned a 
Council, and took the heft advice he could obtain upon the 
fpot : the Council were unanimoufly of opinion with the 
Governor, and, under that fanftion, the provifions were 
permitted to be imported, and the Governor wrote an account 
of the proceedings, and fent it home, with a requifition of 
the advice and authority of Government how to adl in fimi- 
lar cafes in future. The fubjedl had conje before a Council 
at home, Mr. Jenkinfon faid, at which he had aflified ; and 
as Gentlemen would fee it was neceflTary to come to fome de- 
cinon on a point of fp much importance to the trade and na- 
vigation of the country, and either to cenfure the Governor, 
if he had nSed wrong, or to draw a line, founded in policy 
and expediency, for his conduct, and that of other Gover- 

nprft 



Ar 1785. DEBATES. 73 

nors in time to come, if he had done what was right, the 
bill, the title of which was then uiider difcuflion, had been 
drawn. That the title was a proper one, Mr. Jenkinfon 
faid, he had never entertained a doubt previous to the order 
having been moved for it laft Wednefday ; nor was his opi- 
nion at all changed by what his right honourable friend had 
faid that day. The ground of his opinion was this : there 
was no exifting law that prohibited the Colonies trading to 
the Colonies of foreign powers in a legal manner, that was, 
in Britifti-built ftiips, legally cleared. Now, no a^xiom was 
more incontrovertible, than that what was not prohibited 
was permitted. The firft queftion, therefore, he would de- 
fire thofe who objefted to the order to anfwer was, that he 
had juft dated. If there did exift a law prohibiting tlie Co- 
lonies trading to the Colonies of foreign powers in Britiflx. 
(hips, legally failing, let that law be pointed out to him. 
Having ftated this, he obferved,. that much of the feeming 
niyftery, in which one of the plaineft propofitions poffible 
had been involved, arofe from the laws of trade and the 
laws of navigation haying been repeatedly miflaken for each 
gther, when nothing could be more diftinft than iheir fepa* 
rat^ objedis. Not that he meant to throw any perfona! blame 
on thofe who mixed them in their arguments at this time -^ 
they had been fo mixed repeatedly ; jiay, they were blended' 
in almoft every one of the ftatutes that referred to trade and 
navigation. From this remark he proceeded to define what 
the Taws of navigation pointed to, and what the laws of 
trade. He then traced the hiftory of the reftriftions impofed 
on the Colonies for the mother country, from the year 1705 
to the prefent aera, and afterwards ftated the ufage at all the 
difierent periods. Haviog thus laid down the law and the 
faft, and argned upon the conftrudlion of different ads of 
Parliament, and applied that conflrudlion to the prefent cafe, 
he ultimately contended that the order was correflly worded, 
and that the arguments e contra were founded in mifconftruc- 
tion of law, and mifapprehenfion of ufage, and therefore, 
he faid, he fliould vote agaiiift the motion. 

Lord North rofe to fupport Mr. Eden's argument, and Ld. NonV 
ftrenuoufly contended that, in conformity to the fpirit of the 
intercourfe 3L&y and in conformity to the language of the 
proclamations that had been iffued under it, tne bill to be 
brought ui upon the order that his honourable friend had 
moved to have difcharged, fhould be a bill of extenfion, and 
not a bill of reftrifklon. He hinted tha^as the order and title 
of the bill would extend its operation To Ireland-, great care 
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fliould be taken to prevent a jealous neighbour and a jealous 
fitter from taking an alarm, and conceiving that the Britifh 
Parliament meant to legiflate for that kingdom. This his 
Lordfliip declared to be a matter that would require infinite 
caution ; indeed the whole ol)je6l of the hill involved a qucC- 
tion of as much importance as had ever been agitated in (bat 
Houfe. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, the fubje£l had been fo fully and 
^eiJor Pitt, {q ably argued by the right honourable gentleman near bini, 
that there remained little more for him to do than to take up 
a few minutes of the time of the Houfe in fuggefting fome 
ihort remarks, as well upon what had been laid without rer 
ference to the queftion before them, as upon thofe arguments 
that did apply to it immediately ; and firft he would begiu 
with the latter, Mr. Pitt then remarked to the Houfe, that 
though on the day when the prefent matter was firft agitated, 
it had been declared that the order militated againft the Navi^ 
gation aft, and a gentleman had in a manner pledged himfelf 
to the Houfe to prove it; that pledge had not been that day 
made good : on the contrary, the argument relative to the 
violation of the Navigation aft had been abandoned altogcr 
ther, and they had not heard one word about it ; but the 
queftion had beeq defended by fpeculative conAruftions of 
the afts of the 4th of George IIL and upon the conftruftioa 
of different afts of the preient King, upon words that wei-e 
not to be found in thofe ftatutes, and upon a proclamation 
that undoubtedly was erroneoufly worded. Thefe. aifertious 
h6 proceeded to argue on, and having gone through them ^ he 
faid, he would take notice of what had been intrpduced intp 
the debate, without any conneftion whatever with tl?e quef- 
tion. What he alluded to was, the fuggeflion* which this 
noble Lord in the blue ribband had dragged into the prefent 
debate fo unneceflarily and improperly, on the fubjeft of Ire^ 
land ; fuggeftions that, with whatever motives they might 
have been introduced, could not hut h^ve the moft mifchier 
vous tendency, inafmuch as tliey were calculated to fprea4 
alarms in that jealous neighbour and fiAer kingidom, as the 
noble Lord had thought proper to term Ireland. He expa- 
tiated upon this matter, and declared his afloniihroent how 
any man could rafhly venture at hints of fo delicatpand dan- 
gerous a nature, but moft efpecially that the noble Lord 
ihould have done fo, who muft, from experience, have learnt 
the temper of Ireland, the readinefs with which men's mind^ 
took alarm, and the difficulty that attended every adjuftment 
>i;ider the prefent circumftances of tSe refpeftive countries. 
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No mah who had any regard for the welfare of Ireland, or 
Ae common interefts of the two kingdoms, he fliould have 
fmagfned, would have done anv thing to create alarm, \fhea 
thdr6 was not' the flighted cauiefor fuch alafm, nor could lie 
cfafily be brought to think that it was done but with a mif* 
chievous deflgn to foment difcord, and infare the continuance 
of difunion. Having enforced this cenfure, he returned to 
fhe ifnmediate fubjeft of debate, and fummarily repeated his 
feafofis for being of opinion, that the order was the precife 
6tA€t' that was adapted to the circumftances to be provided 
for by the intended bill. 

• Mt. Eden^ in explanation, faid, the right honourable gen* Mr. ^deft^ 
tleman's argument relative to his not having reafdned trom 
the navigation aft, was enough to have provoked any man to 
the rudenefs of telling the right honourable gentleman that 
he had never read the navigation adl. What had the chief 
flrefs of his argument been laid upon, but that aft, which 
he had quoted the language of, to prove that he was right in 
his view of the queftion r Mr. Eden read from the ftatute 
thofc words whicn he had before quoted, and having done fd* 
complained of the want of candour of the right honourable 
gentleman, in reforting to what had pafled in that Houfe 
upon the fubjeft before, after he had opened the debate with 
W exprefs declaration that he fhould lay all that had been 
heretofore faid out of the cafe, and meet the queftion libe- 
rally and fairly on its own merits. 

' Lord North alfo defended himfelf from the attack the Chart- td. Kotth. 
cellar of the Exchequer had made upon a part of his fpeech. 
He faid, he fliould always thank the right honourable gentle- 
man for correfting any error he might fall into ; but he 
fliould not have held the favour of that day in lefs efliraatiori, 
if the right honourable gentleman had lett out that remark^ 
that he could not be a friend to the welfare of his country* 
who fliould prefume to mention Ireland in that debate. His 
Lordihip ftated, from th6 tery* wording of the title of the 
bill*, that Ireland was expreflly comprehended in it. The 
words "His Majefty*s European dominions," undoubtedly 
referred as wejl to Tr^and as to Great Britain ; fo far, there* 
terle, from the mention of Ireland being irrelative to the quef- 
tion, it was as clofely r^ferabre to it, as any other confidera* 
tion that had h^en agitated. But it was evident that thft 
fight honourable gentleman had determined, that he never 
ihotild opert his mouth in that Houfe, without his experiencing 
d itibA uncandid and unfair conftruftion of his words. In- 
tfle^d oP^j^fwering his-argume«ts,- the right honourable gen- 
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** fufe univerfal juftioe, common, or at Icaft (hould be fa, 
** to all ranks and clafles of mankind : The confidence of 

the nation will be confirmed to the Legiflature, by manu* 

fadlures being unAackled) unfettered, and encouraged by 
** bounties : by thefe means alfo your names will be tranf- 
** Dftitted topofterity, a:s the faviours of your tountry, and 
.** guardians of the Britifli liberties : We, the operative wea- 
** vers pf the plaoes aforefaid, will clofe their obfervations, 
'^ bys^ainexpreflingtheirferiousapprehenfionsthatthewoefat 
<* confequencesarifingfrom thefe taxes, if allowed to continue 
** in force, arefuch as defer ve the moft ferious attention of th* 
^ Legiflature, to whom rhey at prefent look up with that 
^ anj^ietv and folicitude incident to afituation fo peculiarly 
'" intereKing ; hoping for that protetSion which will enable 
^ them to continue ufefut fubjefks of the (late, and prevent 
*^ them from adopting the painful expedient of feeking en- 
*' couragemeni abroad, which, by a continuation of thefe 
•' laws, they coniider as being denied us in our country : 
^< our ardent defire is^ to be ufeful members of the commu- 
** nity J and we prefume, or rather latter ourfelves, that 
** our arguments and caufe, now fabmitted to Parliament, 
^* will have their full weight ; and we hope that a repeal of 
** thefe laws will be the decifion of the honourable Parliament 
** of Great J^itain. The memorialift^ have it not in their 
•* power to appear perfonally ; but we beg leave ta have it 
** underflood, that our united voices farround the Parliament 
** Houfeat the hour of decifion ; and, in humble expe£ta- 
** tion that our wiihes on this bufinefs will be crowned with 
*^ fuccefs, we the menaorialifts beg leave moft humbly and 
'' moft refpe£tfully to fubfcribe this remonflrance and me« 
^* morial." 

Ordered, That the faid petition do lie upon the ttible. 
Mr. Burke. Mr. Burte begged leave to repeat a queflion, that he ha<S 
put to the Treafury Bench a few days ago, but to which ht 
had not been able to obtain a fatisfa£kory anfwer* The quef* 
tion was this : <^ Whether Sir Elijah Impey was preparing 
to return to India with the knowledge and approbation of 
His Majefty's Minifters, to refume the oflBce of Chief Juflicr 
•f the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal/*' 

Mr. Dundas, in anfwer faid, that for his part he could not 
tell whether Sir Elijah Impey was preparing to return to India, 
or not; he believed Sir Elijah himfelf could give the moft fa- 
tisfa£lory anfwer on that head. But if the right honourable 
gentlemuR^ wUhed to know whether any fteps had been taken 
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. to in<]uire into the condu^ of that judge, in the adminiftr^« 
tion of his oflSce, he believed he could give him a fatisfadory 
ailfwer, when he fliould tell him, that fteps had actually been 
taken for that purpofe : that the inquiry was not as yet con- 
cluded i aiid therefore, as he could not yet forefee what 
would be the decifion on that fubjefb, he had it not in his 
power to fay, that Sir ElijaJi would, or wouM not, return to 
India, as Chief Judge* of the Supreme Court. 

Mr. Burke faid, the anfwer was pcrfe£lly fatisfaftory ; for Mf. Bwkti 
he could not fuppofe that Sir Elijah Impey would fet out for 
India, while an inquiry into his conduft was pending before 
His Mqjefty's Minjflers, 

Here epded the bufinefs of the day ; and at five o*dock the 

< Houfe adjourned to Monday* 

'January 7. 

The Right Honourable WUlum Edem^ before be taDed the Rt. Hon. 
attention of the l[4oufe to his motion, begged the clerk might Wm.Edeo. 
read the title of the bill moved for by tbe right honourable 
gentleman on <he floor laft Thurfday, and to which the ob- 
lervations he was 'Uow to make would principally relate. It 
was, ^* A bill for confining, for a time to be limited, tb^ 
-^^ trade between the ports of the United States of America, 
<< and His MajeAy's fubje<£ls in the illand of Newfoundland, 
•<< to bread, flour, and live Aock, to be imported in none 
«< but Britifli-built ihips, aSaally belonging to Britiib fub- 
« jeas." 

There was one prejudice which, in the entry of this bu« 
finefs, he was exceedingly anxious to remove. He did truft 
they would give him credit for meeting this fubjedk as much 
divefted of every degree of party zeal or paffion^ as it was 
poflible. The idea originated in his own conceptions of the 
matter. Thefe he had communicated to fome gentlemen 
much .converfant in our mercantile laws, who had all uni- 
formly agreed with him in the principle, to which he would 
now attradt the attention of the Legiflature. And no tinae, 
•in his apprehenfion^ required the Houfe to proceed with 
greater referve, moderation, and attention to the fyftem of 
laws in being than the prefent. When he confidered tlie 
lituation in which we were p^laced, the increafing Extent of 
our finances, and all the infinite variety of demands whidx 
referred to our public expenditure, his heart did not fwell, 
he was not very proud of the burdens which we ftill found 
eurfelves able to bear 3 but he was indeed moft ferioufly folt« 
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citious that none of thofe many refources which we ftill re- 
tained^ might, by the temerity of the Leglflatnre, or the 
imprudence of our Government, be impaired or debilitated* 
It was not now the feafon, and he did not incline to expatiate 
on our commercial advantages, or the manner of improving 
them. It was his great objedl that none of them might be 
negle£led or impeded in that operation which was naturally 
tobe expedled from them, provided they were not otherwife 
obftnXSted. This was the point to which all his obfervations 
were direded, and which he hoped would influence the Houfe 
in whatever decifion they fhould agree. The face of the 
xn^afure he deemed hoftile in a iinguiar degree, to that fpirit 
of liberality which he prefumed ought to predominate in all 
conmlercial regulations whatever ; the leading idea held forth 
by the title he had mentioned, was a diftindion in trade. 
He was not, however, certain to what extent the principle 
might be carried ; it appeared to him to be fo generally and 
loofely worded, that it . might he carried to the ipoft dange- 
rous extremities. He then ftated the prefent fituation Great 
Britain flood in with regard to other countries as a commer- 
cial flate, and how her regulations of trade were calculated to 
'^SsSt thofe ftates with whom (be flood in this predicament. 
The difquifition now turned on a multitude of legal obflruc- 
tions, in which the honourable gentleman called on. his learned 
friends on the treafury bench to conteft the dodlrines, w^ich 
•he fubmitted to their attention and confiderarion. He knew 
no law, for his part, which authorifedany fuch reflridlion as 
feemed intended by this bill. He wifliea the authors of it 
had Sufficiently confidered the confequences of pafling it into 
a law. He recurred again and again to the tendernefs and 
circumfpedion which ought now efpecially to be exercifed in 
all our attentions to commerce. The United States of Ame- 
rica could not help themielves, or by any means, within his 
-knowledge, accommodate their trade to fuch impofitions as 
this bill held forth. He was not fenfibl® that any circum- 
fiance, or emergency, impelled us to fuch a meafure ; it was 
of too much importance 10 be hurri d over flightly ; he trufted 
gentlemen would revolve it in their minds, and prepare them- 
felves for giving the fubjeft an effeflual difcuflTion. 

The honourable gentleman brought the following quota- 
tion from Montefquieu, in confirmation of his commercial 
idea^ : ** When a foreign commerce with a colony is prohi- 
** bited, it is not lawful to trade in thofe feas, except in fuch 
•* cafes as are excepted by treaty. 
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** Nations who are, with refpe<5l to the globe, what indi*» 
•• victuals are in a ftate, like thefe, are governed by the laws 
*• of nature, and by particular laws of their own making. 
*• One nation may refign to another the fea as well as the 
** land. The Carthaginians forbade the Romans to fail be- 
•* vend certain limits, as the Greeks had obliged tlie King of 
** Perfia to keep as fardiftant from the fea-coaft as a horfd 
•* could gallop. 

•• The great r.i fiance of our colonies is not an inconve- 
•• nience that affefts their fafety ; for if the mothercountry 
•• oh whom they depend for their defence is remote, no leii 
*• remote are thofe nations who rival the mother country, 
** and by whom they may be afraid of being conquered." ' 

Thus far he had quoted an elegant and mafterly foreign 
writer oi\ this important and intricate fubjeft; but a book 
but very lately publiiL d by Mr. Chalmers, had very largely 
and liberally difcufled the point *, He trufted, every gentle- 
man who wiflied to underftand the matter in debate, had got 
the valuable traft he referred to, and he would therefore de- 
cline any quotation ; but he was happy to agree with that 
very able and intelligent author in molt of his leading prin- 
ciples, and the commercial concerns of this country. The 
new afp6<9: which the independence of America had given to 
the Weftern Continent, made every difquifitibn of this kind 
peculiarly delicate and interefting ; he was, however, fowell 
founded m his general idea, that he could wifh it to undergo 
the flri<3eft and moft important inveftigation, The applica- 
tion of what he had with great fincerity fuggefted on thefe 
topics to the bill before the Houfe, pr which the Houfe had 
given leave to bring in, was obvious, and ought to procure at- 
tention* The contents of the bill he knew not ; it was the 
title to which his reafoning and objeftions chiefly went ; thi$ 
he was defirous to alter, and render confonant to fuch a re- 
gulation as fhould comprehend the cafe in queilion ; he was 
fufficiently aware how dry and unacceptable fuch dtfqui- 
fitions often are to gentlemen, efpecially on the firft hearing ; 
hut he trufted he fhould be able to follow the meafure, ftep 
by ftep, and expofe the abfurdity of it in fuch a manner as 
to obtain the fuflTrnqe of the Houfe, who would foon get ac- 
quainted with the lubjedl: fuflSciently to follow him in his 
reafonings on it ; and as party had no concern in the iflue, 
he was not without hopes of fupport in a matter thus replete 

* Vide ** Opinions on interefting fubjefts of commercial law, and 
** commercial policy, arifing from American independence." By 
George Chalmers, fifq* printed for J, Debrett, price 31. 
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yi/kh the.profpcrity or decHne of the Britifh corpmerce. Su^h 
3 qucftion in that aflembly wat always of much real Impor-. 
tance ; but the circumflance* of the time rendered it [>ecu- 
iiarly io at prefent. He believed that at this moment there 
were iw lefc than five different treaties of a commercial ten- 
tlency between this country and others depending. So un- 
precedented and r;A had the United States of America been 
ill the management of their comcnerce, that it was impoflible, 
ior them to do any thitig which, "by pro|)er attention on our 
pjrt, might not be rendered advantageous to us. 

Having ftated his reafons for thinking that the prefent fyf- 
€cm of our trade and navigation laws> however inapplicabJe 
to abft railed theories of free commerce, was become eflential 
to this country from her peculiar circumftances ; and that 
it was tbis fyftem alone which could enable an ifland like 
Great Britain to maietaiii a flourishing trade and landed opu- 
lence, together with public credit and oavaJ ftrength^ under 
the prellure of-^ccuoiulaied taxes, to the amount of fifty 
iVklltngs a bead lor every individual in the cominunity : and 
liaviiig alfo (hewn this fyflem, fo far as it has hitherto mono- 
jioljled not only the navigation, but the fupply of jthe Bri- 
tirti Colonies, was coirformable to the law of nations, to the 
\ihgQ of every krK)wn empipe in the world, to various exift- 
iiig treaties, and, laftly, to the municipal laws ; he procee- 
4leJ to fay, that he n^ght perhaps have reiled his objedlions 
to the prefent bill on the two great groi>nd« of expediency 
and of analogy. " I might," fays he, ** fairjy have inferre4 
that if a new empire arifcs upon the face of the globe, the 
fji>£ftion fhall not be in what quarter of the world fuch a 
pha^nomenon ap|>earsi there is no reafon in common fenfe 
why the locality ihould make any difference, or give a claim 
to nny diftindlion; If a new empire arifes, Jthat empire rauft 
<onrorm to wiiat has been the practice refpedling all other 
emigres: if ihst pra6iice is <:1early known, you are not to 
inquire whether the i>ew ftate is fituated in the Baltic or the 
M£-'dllcrranc,^n, in the Atlantic or the Pacific Ocean. SucU 
a fljte, wherever found, muft take the difadvantages inci- 
dent to dominion, together with the imagin:>ry fweets of her 
tiid^ [x-ndence. By the a£l of ber independence, Ihe is be- 
come foreign as to Great Britain, and foreign produce can- 
nui ^o to Britifli Colomes without being previoufly landed 
in iIju kingdom.** Perhaps he might be told that there had 
onre cxifted an intercourfe between the Britifii Colonies and 
<bf; French and Spanifh Mands ; to this he woqld anfwer, 
itui it wa& a comnicrce contrary to pofitive treaties e9cifii[\g 

tbeq, 
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Aen, and at this day in ferce ; and it had never bfeeh atrtrKo- 
rifed by any pofitive law. It Waj true that ih^re were aft* 
of Parliament to charge a duty tm the imported produce dt 
foreign i'flands ; but there were no afils to authorife the dear-' 
ances outwards to thofc iflands, or the cockets of entry and 
importation. That trade had always been both irregular and 
clandeftine; but if it had been orherwife, it would haves 
amounted only to a limited comrminication between two 
neighbouring colonies, for the mutual advantage of the two 
parent ftates, Which was a confideralion diSering tatAVf 
from a diredl trade between a colony and an indepemienC 
flat6. In obferving this, b« muft agam repeat that the pre- 
fent bril a^mned for its principle, tl&it an unlimited trads in 
the Britrlh buift (hips between the New States and the re- 
inaining Colonies had legally fubfifted ever fince the peace. 

Here, t'hen, he would contraft the whole argument, and 
would reft it on one point : he would afiert with confidence^ 
** 'That no country, by ch^ging its fovereign, can acqiiirc 
" thereby new rights in the dominions of thai foverergn ;** 
or, to ftate that propofition more fpecifitrally, he would feyr 
** That the laws of this kingdom, regulatrng the trade and 
" intercounfe between two Britifh colonies, renlain rn for^e 
** and effeft, notwithfianding'the fubfequent feparation and 
'* acknowleclged indepe'ndertcy of one of thofe trolonies, un- 
•* til the fame are altered by Parlisranent." If proofs of this 
were wanting,,, he wovtkl refer to Dunkirk, from which 
port 'French wines caniiot at this day be brought ; becaufe^ 
when the aft of Navigation p*»fied, Dunkirk had not yet 
been fold, and has ^lever fince been acknowledged as French 
in any aS of Parliaitient. In like manner, and at this hour, 
(by an unreafonable itriftnefs) Riga is not confidered as a 
Ruffian, nor Stetin as a Pruffian port ; for the mere change 
of dominion makes no variation cognizable by the officers of 
revenue, or the courts of juftice. 

But left it ihould be'wifhed to raife diftinftions againft pre- 
cedents, in fupport of a point which feemed felf evident, he 
would refer to the aft of Parliament of the 2^ of His pre- 
fent Majefty : that a6k difpenfes with certain inftruments on 
the arrival of veflels from the New States in Britifh ports; 
but fimilar inftruments were at the fame time reqtkifite, by 
fubfifting a£ls, on the arrival of veflels from the New States 
in the ports of the colonies ; and the inftruments laft men- 
tioned were left unrepealed. The whole fubjeft at this time 
had undergone very full difcuffions, and tlie Legiflature had 
faid, We will repeal a part of tlie reftrifliions^ bat we will 

alf# 
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alfo leave a part of the reftri&ions untouched. 0>uld there, 
under fuch circumflances, remain a doubt of the confirac- 
tion and intentioQS of the law ? The fame a£l had been re- 
enabled five times under two Parliaments and two Admini- 
Arations j and yet the Houfe was now to be told that the 
proceedings of both Parliaments had been erroneous, and 
that the Colonies, by changing their dominion, were entitled 
to be in a better fituation as to this country, than all the fo- 
reign powers of Europe ; in ihort, that the provifional arti- 
cles of peace had fuperfeded the commercial a£ts of Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. Eden concluded by faying, that, to fuch doftrine, he 
felt decidedly adverfe in every view of juftice, expediency, 
and law. He ferioufly regretted that it had been brought 
forwards. Thofe who efpoufed it with moft warmth, furely 
muft have fome doubts refpedling it ; and yet they furely al(a 
muft forefee, that it would bring upon them a weight of bu- 
finefs, and a choice of difficulties. They had now forced on 
this country the neceffity of regulating, by pofitive lavr,, 
what might have been fettled with better advantage by 
treaty; for it was evident that Parliament muft forthwith 
proceed without delay to eftablifli a fyftem of reftridlions 
between the New States and the lilands, and Canada and 
Nova Scotia. He moved *« That the order of the ad of 
** February be difcharged." 
Mr Jen- Mr* Jeniinfon defended the title of the hilt, and ftated the 
knjion, origin of it to have been this : laft year there was a very 
great fcarcity of provifions in Newfoundland ; it happened 
that fome veilels arrived from America, laden with provi- 
fions. The Governor of Newfoundland, a very worthy of- 
ficer, was puzzled how to a6l ; his own opinion was, that 
the provifions might be legally imported : he fummoned a 
Cbuncil, and took the beft advice he could obtain upon the 
ipot : the Council were unanimoufly of opinion with the 
Governor, and, under that fandtion, the provifions were 
permitted to be imported, and the Governor wrote an account 
of the proceedings, and fent it home, with a requifition of 
tlie advice and authority of Government how to adl in fimi- 
lar cafes in future. The fubjedl had come before a Council 
at home, Mr. Jenkinfon faid, at which he had affified ; and 
a I gentlemen would fee it was neceflTary to come to fome de- 
cifion on a point of fo much importance to the trade and na- 
vipation of the country, and either to cenfure the Governor, 
if he had n&ed wrong, or to draw a line, founded in policy 
and expediency, for his conduct, and that of other Gover- 

nQr» 
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hors in time to come, if he had done what was right, the 
bill, the title of v/hich was then uiider difcuflion, had been 
drawn. That the title was a proper one, Mr. Jenkinfon 
faid, he had never entertained a doubt previous to the order 
having been moved for it laft Wednefday; nor was his opi- 
nion at all changed by what his right honourable friend had 
laid that dav. The ground of his opinion was this : there 
-was. no exifting law that prohibited the Colonies trading to 
the Colonies of foreign powers in a legal manner, that was, 
in Briiifli-built ftiips, legally cleared. Now, no a.\iom was 
more incontrovertible, than that what was not prohibited 
was permitted. The firft quefiion, therefore, he would de- 
fire thofe who objefted to the order to anfwer was, that he 
had juft ftated. If there did exift a law prohibiting the Co- 
lonies trading to the Colonies of foreign powers in Britifh. 
ihips, legally failing, let that law be pointed out to him. 
Having ftated this, he obferved^ that much of the feeming 
myftery, in which one of the plaineft propofitions pofSble 
had been involved, arofe from the laws of trade and the 
laws of navigation haying been repeatedly miflaken for each 
9ther, when nothing could be more di(lin6l than iheir fepa- 
rate objeils. Not that he meant to throw any perfona! blame 
on thofe who mixed them in their arguments at this time,; 
they had been fo mixed repeatedly ; iiay, they were bicndea 
in almoft every one of the ftatutes that referred to trade and 
navigation. From this remark he proceeded to define what 
the Taws of navigation pointed to, and what the laws of 
trade. He then traced the hiftory of the reftridlions impofed 
on the Colonies for the mother country, from the year 1705 
to the prefent aera, and afterwards ftated the ufage at all the 
different periods. Haviog thus laid down the law and the 
faft, and argued upon the conftru6lion of diiFerent adls of 
Parliament, and applied that conftruftion to the prefent cafe, 
he ultimately contended that the order was corredly worded, 
and that the arguments t contra were founded in mifconftruc- 
tion of law, and mifapprehenfion of ufage, and therefore, 
he faid, he fhould vote agaii:ift the motion. 

Lord North rofe to fupport Mr. Eden's argument, and U, Norxii. 
ftrenuoufly contended that, in conformity to the fpirit of the 
intercourfe a6l, and in conformity to the language of the 
proclamations that had been iflued under it, the bill to be 
brought in upon the order that his honourable friend had 
moved to have difcharged, fhould be a bill of extenfion, and 
not a bill of reftriAIon. He hinted thaj^ as the order and title 
of the bill would txtwd its operation To Ireland-, great care 
Vol. XVIL L ihould 



74 . PAK^LI AMENTARY .A. 178 " 

fiiould be taken to prevent a jealous neighbour and a jealoos 
filler from taking an alarm, and conceiving that the firitifh 
Parliament meant to legiOate for that khigdom. This his 
Lordfliip declared to be a matter that would require Infinite 
caution ; indeed the whole object of the hill involved a qucf- 
tion of as much importance as had ever been agitated in %hat 
Houfe. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, the fubje£l had been fo fully and 
ftcUorKit. fo ably argued by the right honourable gentleman near biniy 
that there remained little more for him to do than to take up 
^ few minutes of the time of the Houfe in fuggefting ibme 
jfhort remarks, as well upon what bad been faia without rer 
ference to the queflion before them, as upon thofe arc^uments 
that did apply to it immediately ; and srft he would begin 
with the latter, Mr. Pitt then remarked to the Houfe, that 
though on the day when the prefent matter was firft agitated^ 
it had been declared that the order militated againfl the Navi- 
gation aft, and a gentleman had in a manner pledged himfelf 
•to the Houfe to prove it ; that pledge had not been that day 
made good : on the contrary, the argument relative to the 
violation of the Navigation aft had been abandoned altogcr 
tlier, and they had not heard one word about it ; but thie 
queflion had beeij defended by fpeculative conflruftions of 
the afls of the 4th of George IIL and upon the conftru&ioqi 
of different a6ls of the preTent King, upon words that were 
not to be found in thofe flatutes, and upon a proclamation 
that undoubtedly was erroneoufly worded. Thefe. ajQertipus 
h6 proceeded to argue on, and having gone through them^ he 
faid, he would take notice of what had been introduced into 
the debate, without any connedlion whatever with tl?e quef- 
tion. What he alluded to was, the fuggeflions which the 
noble Lord in the blue ribband had dragged into the prefent 
debate fo unneceflarily and improperly, on the fubjedk of Ire-, 
land ; fuggeftions that, with whatever motives they might 
have been introduced, could not hut h^ve the moft mifchier 
vous tendency, inafmuch as they were calculated to fpread 
alarms in that jealous neighbour and After kingdom, as the 
noble Lord had thought proper to term Ireland, He expa- 
tiated upon this matter, and declared his aAonifhment how 
any man could rafhly venture at hints of fo delicatis and dan- 

Serous a nature, but moft efpecially that the noble Lord 
lould have done fo, who muft, from experience, have learnt 
the temper of Ireland, the readinefs with which men*s mind? 
took alarm, and the difficulty that attended every adjuftment 
pjnder the prefent cjrcumftances of tSe refpeftive countries, 

^ ^0 
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No maA who had any regard for the welfare of Ireland, or 
die common interefts of the two kingdoms, he (hould have 
imagined^ would have done any thing to create alarm, v^en 
there was not the flighteft caufefor fuch alafm, nor could he 
c^fily be brought to think that it was done but with a mif- 
chievous defign to foment difcord, and infare the continuance 
tf difunion. Having enforced this cenfure, he returned to 
the immiediate fubje£t of debate, and fummarily repeated his 
^ea&DS for being of opinion, that the order was the precife 
6rAet' that was adapted to the circumftances to be provided 
for by the intended bill, 

' Mt. Edeny in explanation, faid, the right honourable gen* Mr, £dc«^ 
tleman's argument relative to his not having reafdned from 
fhe navigation a6t, was enough to have provoked any man to 
the rudenefs of telling the right honourable gentleman that 
lie had never read the navigation adl. What had the chief 
llrefs of his argument been laid upon, but that aft, which 
lie had quoted the Ianfi;uage of, to prove that he was right in 
iiis View of the queftion ? Mr. Eden read from the ftatute 
thofe words which he had before quoted, and having done fo, 
complained of the want of candour of the right honourable 
gentleman, in reforting to what had pafled in that Houfe 
upon the fubjeft before, after he had opened the debate with 
;m exprefs declaration that he fhould lay all that had been 
heretofore faid out of the cafe, and meet the queftion libe- 
rally and fairly on its own merits. 

* £ord North alfo defended himfelf from the attack the Charl-^ Ld. Notth. 
celldr of the Exchequer had made upon a part of his fpeech. 
Me faid, he fliould always thank the right honourable gentle- 
in'an for cbfrefting any error he might fall into; but he 
fliould not have held the favour of that day in lefs eflimation, 
if the right honourable gentleman had lett out that remark^ 
that he could not be a friend to the welfare of his country^ 
>vho' fhould prefume to mention Ireland in that debate. His 
iordihip fiated, from the tery* wording of the title of the 
bill, that Ireland was expreflly comprehended in it. The 
words ••His Majefty*s European dominions,'* undoubtedly 
referred as we}l to Ireland as to Great Britain ; fo far, there* 
forie, from the mention of Ireland being irrelative to the quef- 
tion, it was as clofely referable to it, as any other confidera* 
tion that had been agitated. But it was evident that thft 
fight honourable gentleman had determined, that he never 
ihotild opert his mouth in that Houfe, without his es^periencing 
^ nibft uncandid and unfair conftru6lion of his words. In- 
^0e»d' of ^i\fwering his^ arguments,- the right honourable gen- 
^ L 2 tleraan 
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tietnah ina^b it h^s conftant practice to chaira;e it at aa inten«^ 
tion in the noble Lord to excite unneceflary clamours^ to 
promote mifchief, to create difficulty^ and to embarrafs go- 
vernment. Thefe charges he (hoijld ever meet with a pofiti ve 
and flat denial. He had no fuch defigo, nor had he that day 
jTaid a fy liable that, fairly weighed, would be found %q ^ar- 
rant any fuch conftrudlion. What he had faid before, he would!" 
repeat again : the bill clearly referred to Ireland; in^what 
manner the cfaufes would be worded, be could not pretend^to 
fay, becanfe they were not before him ;. bur it wopld be an 
Extreme delicate matter to manage. They ought tQibe jcau* 
tioufly worded, left Ireland ih<>uTd tak? alarm,, and cry.but, 

* ' that the Britifli Parliament ought not to.legiflate. for then>«^ 

What was there in his fuggefting this, more than if he had 
faid in plain terms : **^ Let his Majefty's MiniAers tajfe care* 
1 warn thera of their danger ! I'hey have a difficult matter 
before tlitm, and thefe are the peculiar circumftances thatcon-v 
ftitute the difficulty." His Lordftiip, before he fat down, faid^ 
he hoped no man would go away with the impreffion, that 
he had any the moft diftant intention of ufing fuch words* 
fts woi^lJ not vvell become the "moft^Cncereaiid anxious friend 
to the welfare of his country. 
hU Fox. Mr. Fox rofe next, and faid,' it might be deenr.ed ralh and 
prefumptuous in him, to prefume to cope with the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, and the learned gentleman on the bench 
near him, on points of law, and the confl ruction of a6ls of 
Parliament ; but he thought the fubjeft fo felf-evident and 

* obvious, that he would venture the conteft. He then pro- 
ceeded to combat the various pofitions lard down in the courie 
of the debate on the oppofite fide of the Houfe, and main- 
tained the dire£l reverie of moft of them. He complained 
of Mr. Jerkinfon's intrododlion of a name fo refpedlable as 
that of Admiral Campbell, declaring that he confidered it as 
Sm artful attempt to atone for weaknefs of argument by 
ftrength of authority. He added^ that, in his opinion. Ad- 
miral Campbell's advice, with regard to what the new lavjr 
ought to be, would be more, worthy of attention, than any 
opinion of the Admiral, what the old or exifting law was. 
He then took up the caufe of Lord North, and fupported 
what he had faid on the fubjedl of Ireland, afferting that the 
noble Lord had rather deferved the thanks of the Minifter 
than his cenfure. He declared, for one, that he confidered all 
the right honourable gentleman ' had faid in fuch lofty lan- 
guage, in reprehenfion of his noble friend, as a colle^ph of 
hi^b founding wprds fignifying nothing. He added^ th?t ha4 

' * itM 
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the noble Lord when in office, or had he when in office re— 
ceived fuch friendly' hints, previous to their bringing in bills, 
perhaps many very loofely-worded aSs would not now have 
difgraced the ftatute book, but have appeared there corre£Uy 
4od i^ree icom iinperfe£iion. 

The Attwney General (Mr. Arden) anfwered Mr. Fox, and The Attof. 
faid, though the right honourable gentleman had not been ^'^ ^'"^^ 
bred to the bar, he had a legal head, and argued points of 
law and the conftruSion of a^s of Parliament as well as 
any lawyer in the kingdom. After this compliment, Mr. 
Attorney proceeded to debate the queftion, contending that 
the order was perfe(SHy right and jserfeSly corredk. He wont 
into the conflderation of thedifierent ftatutes that had been 
cited, and referred to in the .qourfe of the converfa*^ 
tion, and turned into ridicule an argument that Mr. Fox 
had ufed, , viz* That all colonies that were colonies 
to a mother country, when an exifting a<ft of Parlia- 
ment remained in force, were to be ponlidered as fuch, till 
a pew (latute placed them in a difiexent fituation.. If this , 
pofition were true, Mr. Attorney faid, America was now in- 
titled to all the privileges of free-born fubjeils. Slie had as 
juAifiable a claim to thofe privileges, as to the rights fbe tbr-*^ 
merly enjoyed under our ni*vigation laws, which he conceived 
to confift of two ftatutes, one pafled in Charles the Second's 
reign, another in that of King William. He faid, Lord 
North had explained what he had faid relative to Ireland in a 
manner more friendly to' thenitb^ he had expi;^d himfelf 
in his firft fpeech. In. that, the noble Lord certainly had 
thrown out_^inatters that had rather the appearance of an in • 
tll&tftion to create unneceflary ala#mj* than to ftrengthen any 
^gumem: iitirtiediately relative to the queftion. 

Mr. Fox faid a few words in reply.' 

Mr. Edeii claimed the ufual indulgence granted to the mo* Mr. jEd^i. 
ver of a queftion, of being permitted to make a few fliort 
semark^ on rib^ different arguments ufed in the courfc of de- 
bate to oppofe the queftion. He then faid, it appeared to- 
tiim that all the fadts which had been hid down by himfelf 
and bis friends had not been controverted, and that feveral ' ■ -- 
4(Iertion9 made on tfte oppofite fideof the Houfe had not been 
proved.' He would not take up the time of gentlemen with' 
pointing but and reafoning uport either the* one or the other. 
He would only fay, that much of what had happened might 
have beeii avoided, had they proceeded in the bufinefs regu«»' 
krly, and firft gone into a Committee of the whole Houf** 
upon (he Tubje6lj^ cpiitcflted theinfelves witth^thal for ofkeday,- 
.'.: . reported 
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reipbrtei the refolotion the next, and fo proceeded in ftages 
with the dffHberation doe ta a bufinefe of fo much ioiportance; 
inflead o^ which, they had gone into a Committee, reported 
the rcfolmion of that Committee, and moved the order for the 
bill, all in the fpace of five minutes ;' a violation of pstrlianien<r 
■* ta^y trf^tge highly improper, and which he hoped wouM never 

:fgain fee praftifed. 
Mr. Boat- Mr. Bearcroft faid, he undcrftood very Kttleof the fubje61: 
croft. ^ debate, and he verily believed the gentlemen who had taken 
part in it on both fides the Houfe, were more competent to 
difcuii it than he was, or all the lawyers in Weftminfter-hall 
put together. What little he did underftand, however, 
obliged him toexprefs his furprifeand his indignation. What 
he alluded to, was, that of all men the noble Lord in the 
blue ribband (hould have been the perfon to ftand up in that 
afletnbly and complain of their agitating a hill, which pro* 
feffed in its title ro refer to his Majefty's ** European domi- 
nions." Good God, was the Houfe, and was the country 
ibrik fo low, that the Britifh Parliament was to be afraid of 
difcuffing any bill, that profefied to relate to his Majefty's 
Enropenn dominions, from a fear that Ireland (hould fed ai 
jealoufy at their doing their moft cflential duty ? Was fuch a- 
fngtrellion to be endured ? The noble Lord*s remark was cer- 
tainly but a trifle; but the noble Lord fhould have recolledcd, 
that 

——-Trifles fight ^ air, 

Afq, to tbe jealouB) ednftrmatioA ftrofig, 

As proofs of holy writ»> ^ ^ ^^. i ■ ■■ 

Sir James Sir Jams Erjkine rofe to reply to Mr, Bearcroft, and in » 

irlkiBc. /ijQr,. fpeech defended Lead North from the cbargp of tiie 

learned gentleman^ appealing to the recoUeAion of the Houfe 

^. ^ . whether his noble friend had uttered a fyilable, that could lend 

colour even to a chaiige ag^infi him of having found fault 

with the order merely becaufe it fiated to be the title of a bill,j 

. profei&ng a reference to his MajeAy's domiirions. 

The Solicit The SoIUitor General (Mr. McDonald) fatd, the language of 

terGcacfal the noblc Lord had ilruck him exaAly as it bad ftruck the 

learned gentleman. What the nobk Loiti had faid, appeaHed 

to him to have been extremdy impm^er. Mr. Solictor pa&l 

an encomium on Mr. Bearcroft^ and laid, he would venture 

to ailert, that his learned fnend would always fpeak an honeit 

meaning in the language pf plain fetife, and never rile widi* 

qnt giving the Houfe that iatisfadion, which c^ftaotly re-'' 

fulted from aa obvious unioa .of intejprity 9^ idfo^Mtion. 

Mr. 
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Mr. .Scrticitor, after tWs, fpoke fhortly to the queftion, and 
iuppofted his learned leader in that part of his arguiBenc 
which went to the controverting of Mr. Fox's pofition, ia 
regard to the relative ftate in which countries were legally 
confidered to be at any given period. 

Lord North rofe once more to obferve, that his meaning U. North, 
h^d obviOtifly been miiftaken by an honeft and learned gentle* 
mauy who had lately declared bimfelf offended at his having 
complained of the title of the bill on account of it profefTing 
to refer to His Majefty's European dominions. He certainly 
had not made any fucb complaint, nor had fuch ^n idea been 
once in his thoughts. He had not o0ercd the fmalleil objec-r 
tion to the title of the bill ; indeed there could be none ; all 
that he had done was this : he had fuggeAed that it was a bill 
of infinite importance, and that great caution ougiu to b^ 
v&d in wording it. 

Mr, Alderman fVaifon faid, he had been inftrudled to exert Mr. Aid. 
liimfelf to prevent improper delay in a bufinefs of fo much W**^****- 
importance to the commerce of the kingdom. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt juft rofe to fay, that he hoped it would ^''. Chasr 
now be underftood on all hands that the noble Lord had de- ^***^' ^"** 
clared ttie bill was not likely to give reafonable caufe 6i ^larm 
to Ireland, and that tliere neither was, nor could be, any ob- 
jection to the title of the bill. He alfo promifed to affift the 
worthy Alderman in prevetiting dday as much as poflible. 

The queftion was put, and neeatived. 

The bill was then ordered to be printed^ and read a fecond 
time* 

February 8. 

The right honourable Welbor^ Ellis moved, " That the The rijfce 
^* order for tlie attendance of T. Corbett, Efq. the High *i<»n- ^«»* 
>^ Bailiff, Mr. Hargrave, and Mr. Murphy, flxould be readi"^'^^"^*^ 
which motion was agreed to. 

He then moved, '' That the High Bailiff fliould be called 
" in, to give an account to the Houfe of his proceedings ii| 
" the Weftminfter eledlion and fcrutiny.** This motion wa# 
agreed to, and the High Baijiff called to the bar. 

The Speaker informed him of the resolution which the 
Houfe had come to, and afked if he was ready to give a narr 
rative of his procedure in th^ Weftminfter bufinefs, agree- 
;ible to the inflra£tions of the Houfe. 

The High Bailiff apologifed by faying, that he was not . 

prepai;ed to give a general narrative of his proceedings. 

Mr, 
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Mr, Ellis wiflicd then to be informed of the particular mode 
adopted on fuch an occafion, when information of importance 
was demanded by the Houfe. 

The Speaker having aj(ked the High BailiiFif he was ready 
to anfwer any particular queftipns that might be put to him ? 
• *^" The High Bailiff anfwered in the affirmative. 

The Speaker then defired him to give a (bort account pf 
his proceedings, which might gratify many, previous to the 
queAions that happened afterwards to be propofed to him. 

High Baili£F. I proceeded in the fcrutiny in confequence 
4pf the orders of this honourable Houfe. Some days were oc- 
cupied in the fettling of regulations : I then proceeded from 
day to day, always giving perfonal attendance. It began in 
the parifli of St. Anne, where we fcrutinifed about a hundred 
votes. We then proceeded to St. Martinis, where we have 
already difcuiled about 212. In the pariAi of St. Anne, 25 
votes were ftruck from the poll of Mr. Fox, and 47 from 
that of Sir Cecil Wray. In St. Martin's, about 80 have 
been iUuck from Mr. Fox's poU^ and about 60 from Sir 
Cecil Wray*s. 

Mr. Ellis. When did the fcrutiny begin ? 

H. B. On the i6th of June We procmled to the fcrutiny 
of the firft vote ; the previous time being taken up in form - 
ing rules. 

Wliat were the total numbers of the poll of the parifliesr 
of St. Anne and St. Martin, and alfo of the whole city and 
liberty I 

H. B. In St. Anne there polled 906 ; in St. Martin's, 
2268; and in the whole poll, 12,200. 
. What were the regulations of which you fpeak ? 

H. B» They related to the hours of attendance and modes 
of proceeding. They were in general punftually complied 
\^th ; though now aftd then difputes arole about the mode of 
them. 

Mr. Ellis. Did you meet with any irrelevant ohftroaion, 
or unneceflary delay in your proceeding ; and, if any, what, 
and from whom ? 

H. B. The principal delay was in long examinations, 
in ftill longer crofs examinations, and in long arguments 
drawn therefrom. 
• Mr. Ellis. Can you adminifter an oath to witnefles? 

H. B. No ; certainly not. 

Mr. Ellis. Can you enforce the difcovery of trutli other- 
ways than by crofs examination ? 

«. B. I do not know that there are any other means. 

Have 
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Have ^fo\l anj power to fismmbn conftables to attend your 
court of fcrutiny for the prcfcrvation of rule and order i 

Hv B, I have no compulfory power to order the atten* 
dance of any body. 

Is the attendance of mtnefles tkcn Tc^untary ? 

H. B. Entirely fo. 

Do you confidcr yourfclf in this fcrutiny as aSing under 
the authority of the order of this Houfe^ or by virtue of 
your precept i 

H. £• I conlider myfelf as acting by virtue of the orders 
of this Houfe. 

I afk .whedicr now, by the progrefs made in this fcrutiny 
in this fpace of time, and the experience you have had, you 
would be fatisfied to make a return, if you did not confidet 
yourfclf under reftraint of the order of this Houfc ? 

H. B« The fcrutiny commenced under the order of this 
Houfe^ and I think myfelf bot^nd to continue it until I re* 
ceive farther orders. With rcfpeft to ray being content, if 
the Houfe fhall think fit to put aaend to the fcrutiny, I 
ihall conlider myfelf as happily releafcd from a very burden- 
fome talk. 

^ I muft remind you of what you faid in theoutfct, that 
there were fuggeftions of numbers of bad voters having in- 
truded on the poll. I now afk you whether the experience 
you have had has not (b far obviated the doubts which you 
entertained, or the- fuggeftions which were made to you, as ' 
to entitk you to make a return with fatisfadion to your own ' 
mtnd, if you were .no longer under the injun£tions of this 
HouTe? 

Ht B. I (hould b^ perfeQly fatisfied to make the return, 
if fo ordered by this Houfe. With refpcft to any fuggef- 
tions, they did not relate to thofe parilhes we have fctuti- 
nifed. I apprehended that the candidate and his friends 
who demanded the fcrutiny expefted far greater fuccefs in the 
pariffaes of St. Margaret and St. John, than elfewhere ; and 
I imagine if they fail there of not carrying a great majority 
in balance, they would think it prudent to decline any fao- 
ther profecution of the fcrutiny. 

Mt. Fox. Was not one of the grounds of fufpicion on 
which you granted the fcrutiny, the great increafe of voters 
in this eleflion beyond thofe who voted in the eleftion of 
Trentham and Vandeput ? 

H. B. It was fo. 

VoL^XVir. M * 
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Is not the incrcafc of voters in Su Anne's in proportion to 
the general increafe on the poll ? 

H. B. There voted in Sr. Anne's, on the former elec- 
tion, 710; on the late eleftion, 906 : on the former elec- 
tion the fam total of the poll was 9400; on the late elec- 
tion, 12,200. 

Do you know of any increafe of houfes in St. Anne's^ to 
account for the increafe of voters ? 

H.B. No. 

Mr. Ellis. Would yoti be fatisfied in your mind, from 
the experience you have had, to make a return in the pre- 
fent ftagc, without the dire£lion of the Houfe ? 

Sir William Bolben obje£ted to this queflion, as it was of 
no moment to the queftion what the opinion of the High 
Bailiff perfonally was. This objedtion the Houfe did not 
conlidcr of weight; and the High Bailiff was dire£ted to 
anfwer the queflion. 

H. B. Doubtlefs, I fhbuld be fatisfied in making my 
return, when I am authorifed. 

I mean to, afk you, whether, if the conftraint of the 
Houfe was withdrawn, and you were totally at liberty, 
would you be content to make your return now, from the 
experience you have had ? 

H. B. I fhould then require fome time to confider of it^ 
in juftice to the party who demanded the fcrutiny. 

What time would vou require ? 

H. B. It muft cfepend upon circumftances. I fhould 
hear the reafons of the party who demanded the fcrutiny. 

Lord North. How many voters in the parifli of St. Anne 
were objeftcd to by each party ? 

H. B: Sir Cecil Wray objefted to 7 1, and ftruck off 25 ; 
Mr. Fox to 32, and ftruck off 27. 

Lord Mulgrave. How many voted in St. Anne^s for 
each party ? 

H. B. For Mr. Fox, 545 ; and for Sir Cecil Wray, 364. 

What parifh do you carry the fcrutiny to next ? 

H. B. To the joint parilhcs of St. Margaret and St. 
John. 

Why, fince you believed that the fqfpcSed votes lay 
there, not begin in thefe parifhes ? 

H. B« I began in St. Anne's, on account of the prece- 
dent I had in the former fcrutiny ; and alfo bccaufe, being 
one of the fmalleft, it would be loon gone through. Early 
in the fcrutiny I was called upon to fettle the order ; I pro- 

pofed 
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pofcd to go to the parilhes of St. Margaret and St. John's 
next ; but this being objeftcd to by Mr. Fox as a partial ar- 
rangement, I agreed to deternnine it by ballot. 

Mr. Sheridan. Did you riot hear it given in evidence at 
the bar of this Houfe, that a very aftive inquiry had been 
carried on in thefelJarifhes on the part of Sir Cecil Wray, 
during the poll ; and do you not think it a very good reafon 
for Mr. Fox to confider it as a partial arrangement to go Co 
foon to a parifh where Sir Cecil Wray was prepared fo much 
in advance i 

H. B. I was very ready to concede as far as pofGble to 
ihow my impartiality. 

Have you not reafon to believe that Sir Cecil Wray's 
friends expefled a great part of Mr. Fox's majority would 
be reduced by the fcrutiny in St. Margaret's and St. John's ? 

H. B. I have heard it afferted. 

Under what authority would you conceive yourfelf enti- 
tled to aft, if the order of this Houfe was withdrawn } 

H. B. If the authority of this Houfe was withdrawn, I 
fhould conclude that I had no authority at all ; but I might 
take time to confider of my return, and not make it in- 
ftantly. 

Lord Mulgrave and Mr. Fox rifing together to alk a 
queftion. Lord Mulgrave faid he woxild yield to a gentleman Lord UmU 
who was a party in the bulinefs. 6^*^** 

Mr. Fox complained of this expreffion as very indecent, Mr. Fox. 
and which his Lordfhip was not warranted to make. That . 
he was interefted in the fate of the Weftminfter eleftion was 
moft true ; but as a member of that Houfe, he was not a 
party ; nor was there any one rule or order of their pro-' 
ceedmgs which could juftify his Lordlhip iri making ufe of 
the term. . 

Lord Mulgr-ave faid he had no intentioji of ufing the term Lord MuU. 
invidioufly. He thought it decent, in feeing the right ho- ^^^"^ 
nourable gentleman rife, who was interefted in the bufinefs, 
to yield to him ; and it was for that reafon that he had not 
objefted to the, interruption which he gave the mover of the 
inquiry in his examination of the High Bailiff. 

The Speaker put an end to the altercation, and recalled the 
High Bailiff to the bar. 

Lord Mulgrave. Were any propofitions made for fhor- 
tening the proceedings i and, if any, what were they, and 
by whom ? 

M2 ajj. 
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H. B. There have been one or t\fro papers delivered into 
the Court of Scratiny by the agents of Sir Cecil Wray ; 
but I caanot dcfcribe thenrt. They were canvaffed, but not 
agreed to. • 

Lord Palnlcrftan. What was the authority tinder which 
you deemed yourfclf to be aSing, when you granted the 
fcrutiny to commence on a day fubfcquent to that oh which 
your precept was made returnable ? 

H. B. Under the authority veiled by la^ in erery re« 
turning officer. 
« Do you conceive that every returning oflker has it in his 

option to make a return or not, on the day when the writ is 
made returnable ? 
The Mafter The Majler of the Roils (Sir Lloyd Kenyon) obje£Vfcd fo 
of theRolls, the queftion. it Was a matter of legal opinion ; and #hat* 
ever the High Bailiff of Weftminfter might think on the 
fubjedt:, was immaterial to the queftion^ 
Lord Pal* Lotd , Palmer/ion^ {2\di the anfwer of the Mafter of fh^ 
mcrfton. Holls fatisfied him as much as the anfwer of the High Bailiff. 

Mr. JoUifFe. From what jrou have feen, can you shake 
a. judgement of .the length of lime it would take to fcrutinife 
the whole of the parifhes ? , 

H. B. If I am to judge of what il to be doiic ffoth what 
ss pafl, it is a matter of very eafy computation. Wc have 
been near eight months in going through two pariffies^ which 
two contain about a fourth of the whole poll — aflTuiting the 
fame rate of difpatch, it will take about two years mor^ to go 
through the whble. 

Lord Mulgravei If no unnecelTary delay was introduced, 
would not the fcrutiny be fhortened i 

H. B. The queftion anfwers itfelf. [He ftated he had 
now got the papers formerly afked for: he produced thena, 
and they were read at the t&ble.] 

If thefe papers- were adopted^ would they not^ in your 
opinion, expedite the fcrutiny ? 

H. B. I did not give them a due eonfideration ; they 
were difcufled by Counfel ; but they were opt confented to 
by Mr. Fox's Counfel. 

• Did their arguments convince you that they were impro- 
per to be adopted ; or did you not think yourfclf at liberty 
to adopt them without their confent ? 

H. B. I did not think myfelf entitled to enforce them 
wjrhout their confent. 

Colonel Fitzpatrick. Did Mi". Fox's Counfel objcft en- 
tirely to the propofitions J or did they not objcft only to 

fome 
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fomc parts, by the alteration of which they imagined the 
bofinefs would be accelerated ? 

H. B. i do not recollect what paffed. They objefted to 
a paper which I fubmitted ; and I thought their objections 
had weight. 

Have the delays been fuch as could be prevented by the 
powers of which you are pofle^d ? 

H. B. They have n6t* . 

Mr. Ellis. Is there any, and what expence incurred by 
either party ? 

H, B. Expence it undoubtedly incurred ; but to what 
amount I know not. I have heard both (ides declare, that 
they muft pay for witnelTes ; roy alTelTor has ten guineas 
•very fitting day, and my two clerks half a guinea each ; 
and this is paid by the agents of Sir Cecil Wray. 

Mr. Gilbert. Do you think that if you had the difcre- 
tion, you could do juftice to the parties, by making a return 
in the prefent ftage of the fcrutiny, without proceeding to 
the other parifhes ? 

. H. B. A very doubtful judgement mQft be formed in the 
prefent ftage. . 

Could you fatisfy yonr own m:nd without going farther ? 

H. B. I am not fufficiently informed to pafs a judgement 
fatisfaftoryto my (elf. 

. Mr. Marfliam. Do you think that your Court is calcu-^ 
lated to do juftice to either party ; having declared that you 
cannot compel the attendance of witneiTes, nor adminifter 
an oath? 

H. B«. I think that juftice might be done by the parties 
bringing forth witneflTes. 

Are you fatisficd with the behaviour of the witnelTes before 
the Court ? 

H. B. I have not always been fo. 
_ Have you not, in your judicial capacity, been treated with 
complete contempt ? 

H. B, I have been fo. 
. Colonel Fitgpatrick. Have not witnelTes been conviflcd 
of giving falfc teftimony ? 

H, B. They have been contradifted. 
. Wa« not a witnefs difmilTcd th^ Court for that rcafon by 
the Counfel on whofe party he was called ? 

H. B. There have been fome few inftances. 
• Mr. Henry Phipps. Have you received any money for 
your own ule, as a reward or coropcnfation for your trouble 

and aittendance i 

H. B, 
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H. B. Not a (hilling. 

Mr. Sheridan. Have you not heard that few witnefles 
can he got to attend without being paid by the parties ? 
H. B. Yes. 

Do you not believe that this money influences the tcfti- 
mony they give ? 
The Mailer The Mafter of the Roils objcfled to this queftion. All 
ouhe Rolls Courts fufFcrcd the payment of witnefles, as a compenfation 
for their trouble, and they were not to be difcredited merely 
on that account. It was true that the High Bailiff had not 
much authority ; but he contended, that he had it in his 
power to punifli witnefles if they behaved improperly. 
Every Court, however conftitutcd, muft have that power. 
Mr. Sbcri- Mr. Sheridan faid, he knew well that all Courts fuffcred a 
^*"' compenfation to witnefles, but the cafe was materially diflc- 

rcnt here, where there was not authority to compel atten- 
dance, nor to adminifter an oath. 
Mr»Fox. Mr. Fox argued in the fame way. He faid it was a pity 
the learned gentleman was not aflcflbr, fincc he might have 
committed the witnefles who behaved ill ; but the High Bai- 
liff had not thought himfelf poflcflcd of any fuch authority^ 
and he had not attempted to exercife it. The payment of 
witnefles, not upon oath, was very different from thepradice 
in the legal Courts, where, if they were detefted in perjury^ 
in prevarication, in contemptuous filencc, or other mifbeha- 
viour, the Court could commit them. 
The Vaftcr The Mafter of the Rolls explained. That Houfe, for in* 
fifthcRoiii ftance, which called itfclf a judicial Court, exercifed the 
power of punifhment ; and he thought that every afTembly 
that called itfelf a Court might do fo. 

The High Bailiff was then called in, and in anfwer to the 
queftion, iaid, that he underftood the payment they received 
was only in compenfation for their time. 

Mr. Sheridan. Would not the beft means of procrafti- 
nating a fcrutiny be to objeft on flight grounds to votes 
which might afterwards be proved good ? 

H. B. yh^i would certainly be the sieans of procrafti- 
nation. 

Has that been the praflice of Mr. Fox's counfel f 
H. B. Their objeftions muft in fbmc inftances have been 
flight, fince they were over-ruled ; but I have noimputition 
to throw on them. 

From their failing in fo few of their objeftions compara- 
tively, can the imputation be joftly Attributed to them ? 

H.B, 
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H. B. Icanfpeak only to the faft. Mr. Fox's counfcl 
difqualified more of the votes they objected to than the other 
fide. 

Has any cafe occurred of a voter's being ftruck ofF, who 
has afterwards been proved and acknowledged on all fides to 
be a good one ? 

H. B. YeSy and others may be in a fimilar predicament. . 

Mr. Mainwaring. If yoa had not been attended by Coun- 
fel, would not the fcrutmy have proceeded fafter i 

H. B* I doubt whether it would ; for in that cafe the elec- 
tors themfelves might have aiked queftions, and entered into 
arguments. 

Could you now proceed without Counfel, and do juftice 
to the parties ? 

H. B. I believe juftice might be done^ but not more ex- 
peditioufly. 

Lord Surrey. On which fide have witneffes been difmiffed 
for improper teftimonies ? 
. H.B. On the fide of Sir Cecil Wray, I think. 

Mr. Burke. As it has been faid that every Court has the 
power of punilhment, I aik you, if you Ihould think it right 
to attach a witnefs for prevarication or contempt, what officer 
you have to take him into cuftody } 

H. B. I have no fuch officer. 

If you had fuch an officer, do you know of any jailor who 
would accept and retain a witnefs on your warrant t 

H. B. I do not know of any. 

Do you not carry on the fcrutiny under the authority of 
this Houfe ? 

H.B. Yes. 

Do you know whether orders have been given to the Ser- 
jeant at Arms to attend your Court, and to iupport you } 

H. B. Not that I know of. 

Mr, Fox. In the Court of Huttings, during the poll, had 
you the authority of commitment? 

H. B. I fo much doubled it, that J fhould not have ex- 
erted it. 

Did you adminifter an oath } 

H,B. I did. 

When did you conceive your power to do fo to ceafe ? 

H. B. At the conclufion of the poll. 

Do you conceive the fcrutiny to be a continuation of the 
poll? 

ttB 
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H. B. It is a legal queftimi. I have my doubts.-^ diink 
it an adjouroment of the Goait <^ Hoftings.^ 

Mr. Diindas. At the poll did you examine witnefies oA 
oath ? or could you compel thtm to ^vc evidence } 

H.B. No. ' ' . 

Mr. Adam. Can you compel men to produce decd^ ne* 
ccltary to cvideBce i 

H.B. No. 

Lord Mahoa. Might not tifoe be (aved by not fuiFering 
the Counfel to argue cafes^ but when you, or your afieflbr, 
thought fit to call for it ? ^ 

H. B. I believe it might fave time. 

Has Sir Cecil Wray attended himfelf, and did be aj^ar 
to be a perfon interefted in the event i 

H. B' He has not attended of late. He came in the be- 
ginning, and feemed as zealous as any gentleman <x>uld bf 
m fimilar circumftances. 

Sir Herbert Mackworth. Would you t^ink yonrfelf au'« 
thorifed, in the future progrefs of the fcrutiny, to make » 
return without the direftions^of this Houfe i 

H. B. I would not. 

Lord Surrey. Do you expeft any reward either for your* 
felf or family ? 

H.B. None. 

Lord North. Do you fumoion every voter, wbofe voce is 
queftioned, to attend, or do you di(qualify biiQ in his al> 
fence ? 

H. B. I do not fummon them ; and many have been dif- 
qualified in their abfence. 

Mr. Fox then queftioned the High Bailiff about the rcafon 
of Mr. Hargravc's retirement, which the High Bailiff fciid 
was owing to his wifli to be fpared from a part of his atten*- 
dance, and to this he adhered. Several other queftioas were 
aflced, but they were itioftly repetitions of what we have 
recited. 
Wr. Pel- ♦. Mr. Pclham moved,, that the- long evidence of the High 
^*"»* Bailiff, as taken down by the clerk, be now read to 

him, that he might have an opponunity of fupplying any 
omiffkOns, reftifying his errors, and removing any appea- 
rance of dontradii^ion. 

Mr, W. Ellis fecoFtded the motion. 
Urd Mul- Lord Mulgrave o^potcA tb? motion, on-the ground, that 
grave. whatever appearance of candour it might bear, it could only 
forve to introduce a delay on the prefent pccafion. The an- 

fwers 
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fwer« of the High Bailiff had been each d]ftin£):ly read to 
him, and even repeated, if rcquifite, which Certainly pre- 
cluded the neceffity of the prefent motion. 
• After fome debate on its propriety, the Speaker delivered 
his opinion^ that though fome inftances occurred when the 
examination had been read, it was only when any confafion 
had ari&n, when any doubt was fu^efted, whether the clerk 
had taken it down ftriftly ; or laftjy, whether the pcrfon 
himfenr, who was examined, exprelted a particular deiire 
that it ihould be repeated. 

It was at length agreed, that the High Bailiff fhould l>e 
called in> and aflced, whether he had any thing farther to 
communicate to the Houfe, or any remark to make on what 
he'had offered. 

The High Bailiff being called in, to both thefe queftions 
anfwered in the negative. 

Francis Hargrove^ Efq. called in. 

Mr. Fox. Let Mr. Hargrave be aiked how long he has 
been affeffor to the High Bailiff. 

Mr. H. From the latter end of May to the 12th of. Ja- 
nuary, at which time I entertained fome objedions to a far- 
ther continuance. 

Did you declare thofc objeftions ? 

Mr. H. Yes, to the High Bailiff, to whom I left the 
talk pf communicating them. 

Were not the Counfel of Mr. Fox, in confidcration of 
the very honowrable manner in which you had afted, very 
earncft in their wiflies for your farther continuance ? 

Mr. H. I at firft thought that both parties entertained 
fuch wiflies, and therefore hefitated fome time on the prafti- 
cabiUty of my continuance ; but I foon had reafon to believe 
that it would not be agreeable to more than one ; and a paper 
publiftied by the Committee of Sir Cecil Wray and Lord 
Hood, which evidently pointed at me, determined me agamft 
remaining lon8:er. 

Did not Mcffrs. Rous and Morgan refufe, on being prcfled 
by Mr. Fox*s Counfel and agents, to join in the general dcfire 
for that purpofe ? 

Mr. H. I underftood that Mr. Rous had received no mr 
ilruftions for that purpofe. 

Did Mr. Rous's filence proceed from a propofal ipade z% 
tliis time, that the High Bailiff's affcffor Ihould not attend 
more than an hour and a half ejach day ? 

Vol. XVII, N Mr, 
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Mr. H. I do not believe that wal affigned at a reafon^ 

Mr. H. explaixved himfelf, that diough this propo&l was 
(cafually mentioned, he, on refleftion, iaw, that this atteii* 
4ance would be infufficient, and that thebuiineis muft diere* 
fore be done imperfeftly and inaccurately. That had h.6 
found it the wi(h of both parties, after this, that he ftoirid 
continue his attendance, he woxAd have extended it to tkc 
pfual time. 

Lord Mafaon. Did Mr. Fox's Counfel s^ree to this fbrang^ 
propofal, that the aiTeiTor ihould attend but an hoar and a 
^alf, or even two hours each day i 

.Mr, H. Theirwifhesfor my continuance feemed to ia« 
jcline them to diipenfe with it for a few weeks. 

Did Mr. Fox's Counfel fuppofe that the fcrutiny proceeded 
Ipo fafl: when the affelFor attended five hours each day, and 
wilh to reduce it to two ? 

Mr. H. No pcrfon can well fuppofe, that they could aft 
from fuch a reafon, or exprefs themfelves in fuch a manner. 

Lord Mahon defircd the rcfolutions of the Committee of 
Lord Hood and Sir Cecil Wray to be read, and' then alked 
Mr.H. what part of the paper had excited hisdifguft| and 
occafibned hirp to retire } 

Mr. H. faid, he felt himfelf affefted by the allufion to i 
propofal cafually made and harlhly turned ; by the fuggeftioii 
that the proceedings fhould go on even if the Couh(el for 
the High Bailiff was abfcnt, which his avocations occalibnall j 
compelled him to be ; by the propofal to extend the hour 
at the particular time when he complained of the inconve-P 
nience ; and laftly, that heTeh himfelf ftrucl^ very much by 
their demanding that an opinion (Hould be given on every' 
^afe, however doubtful or intricate, on the very next mor^ 
liing after bearing the evidence. 

Mr. Fox. Would you have continued at the requifition 
bf both parties on this occafion } 

Mr. H. If both parties had agreed, I would moft cer* 
falnljr have made the expet ittient for foine time, whether n\f 
^ontmuance would have been pra£ticable or convenient. 

And on what motives would you have made the effi>rt? 

Mr. H. Merely becaufe | had undertaken the talk, I 
froold have endeavoured to accelerate its pompietion, though 
I had not conftitution either of body or mind equal to the 
fatigue. I had formed improper ideas at the beginning, ^nd 
|}y qo ri^edns thougl^t it wo\ild have prpved fo tedious. 
^ ^ Mr, 



A. s^S^ 1) E 11 A t E S4 pt 

Mr. GreavUle* Vfhj did you meotion thtf propotdi of at* 
tending but two hours each da j ? 

Mr. H. I did intend, until fo urged, to give no more than 
that, or rather indeed to retire; but when thus prefied, and 
that reflcAion informed me it would be infufficient, I wai 
detemiued, if both parties were agreed, to make every facri* 
fice rather than leave the bufinefs undetermined. 

[A number of queftions were here alked bv gendeiMi on 
both fides of the Houfe, which only tended to prove that 
Mr, Hargrave having retired £rom the <^ce of afleilbr^ was 
kiclj caufed by the Counfel, Committee* and Agents of 
Loid Hood and Sir Cecil Wray .] 

Mr. Fox. Have your obfervations in the courfe of thi* 
bufinefs tended to inform you that Mr. Fo:i^*s Counfel evinced 
any particular difpofition to procraftination or delay ? 

Mr. H. I obferved no other conduft in this particular^ 
than what might be expefted from the adverfe and hoftile dif^ 
pofitions which prevailed on both fides ; nor could I obfcrve 
any oonfiderable difference in this refpeft between the CouU"* 
fd of Mr. Fox and thofe of Sir Cecil Wray. 

As an oath could not be admidtfllered, were not the long 
crofs-examinations which took place fometimes eflentially re^i 
^Mfite, and often of decided utility in bringing forward tho 
truth} 

Mr. H. They have often enabled me to decide with grea- 
ter cleamcA and precifion than I could otherwife have done. 

Did not you agree in opinion with Mr, Fox*s Counfel^ 
that the plan propofed by Sir Cecil's- Committee would not 
tend to accelerate the bufinefs } 

Mr. H. Such were my private fentiments, though I did 
not openly declare them. I thought it wobld prove entirely 
ineflfeAuai, and was forry that a better was* not offered, oir 
did not occur to me at the time. 

Hon long do you imagine the fcrutiny may laft, at the 
prefeat #ate of difpatch i 

Mr. H. I have not attempted a calculation, but fuppofe 
that in the prefent mode it can be completed in lefs than a 
year. 

Lord Palmerfton. As there is but one-fourth of the fcru* 
tiny complete, which has taken eight months, and aswe are* 
informed by the High Bailiff that Sir Cecil Wray intends to 
attack a greater number of votes proportionably in the pa"- 
jiihesof St. Margaret and St. jchn than in thofe that have 
been already fcmtinifed^ whatauihoptty have you for limit* 
N a ing 



^ ^PARLIAMENTARY Ari^Sj. 

tngits'daration to a year i Ihobid yoo not rather have iaid 

two ? 

Mr. H. When I mentioned a year, I merely fpokc unli- 
mitedly of ^what I bad not calculated, and meant rather an 
indefinite time than a precife period* 

Lord Mahon. Do vou not think that a mode of proceed- 
ing may be devifed wnich may elTentially tend to flxortca 
the fcruttny ? 

Mr« H. It would be rafh in me to fay there may not ; I 
can fay that none fuch has occurred. to me« Whilft the. par- 
ties arc to fight every ftcp with f«ch determined hoftiHty, as 
they become gradually tired of the bufinefs, it will be infeiH. 
fibly abbreviated. . , 

IDid you not in the courfe of this proceeding fufFcr matters 
to be argued by Counfel, on which, previous to the argu«. 
ment, you had fully made up your mind ? .. . , 

Mr. H. As I reprefented the High Bailiff, my office was 
therefore judicial, and in fuch a fituation I could not think 
it becoming to determine until I had heard the argumenu of 
Counfel. 

Did you not often delay your opinion, or refervc cafes^ 
until very long after the evidence had been heard ? 

Mr. H. I certainly did ; bujt no delay pf the procecdinga 
followed from that arrear of judgement : had they been be- 
fore a Committee of the Houfe of Commons,. Wo .dne. vote 
would have been decided until the evidence on all had been 
clofcd ; and from the length of the examinations, and pre- 
vaiication of witneffcs, there arofe dwbts and difficulties 
fufficient to juftify fuch delay. 

Mr. H. was then aiked a variety of queftions concerning 
the number of votes polled in the entire, objeaed to, and 
difqualified by each party ;. \rhich, asjhey only, tended to 
confirm the opinion of the High Bailiff, we ihall not here 
repeat. Mr. H. however admitted, in the courfe of this 
interrogatory, that very few of the late objeaion? of Sir C. 
Wray had been fubftantiated by evidence ; and alfo donfc^flcd 
that the Cpv^rj pf Scrutiny, was iocfaropetent to the taik. of 
juftice, as not being furnifticd with judicial authority evc;n to 
adminifter anoatfi, or with compulfory power to Enforce the 
attendance of witneffes, &c. 

. About eleven o'clock Mr, Hargrave was ordered to with- 
draw, a.nd.Atthur Murphy, ECq. was called in. 
r . Mr. Murphy imderwcnt an examination of as long conti- 
, nuance as that of Mr. Hargrave. The queftions put t«, 
I Mr, 
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Mc Murphy vrtrCf refpeftibg the ttdioufiids of the fcrvnthj^ 
and the caufe of it ; whether he could fugged a better mode 
of conduftii^it; what^ in hi8.opinion9 would tend to (hor-» 
ten the proceeding ; how foon he thought it likely to be ter- 
.minated under its prefent mode of conduft; and to fcveral 
ffl£ts that had occurred fince he had afted as the High Bai- 
lifPs affcfTor. 

Mh Murphy imputed fhe tedioufnefs and delay to the 
arguments and ipeeches of Counfel, declaring that each vote 
was tried with as much form and prolixity as a caufe bpfore 
Lord Mansfield in Weftminfter Hall; that the Counf^l 
claimed a right* in fbrne cafes^ to makp five fpeeches upon 
one vote ; and that he conceived the fewer fpeeches the better 
for the di^atch of a ferutiny. In aofwer to whether he 
knew of «any better mode, or l^ad advifed any, he faid, he 
would not advife the High Bailiff to make an innovation in 
his mode of proceeding in the pariih in which he had begun 
and carried on the fcrutiny in its prefent way ; nor would he 
•be the man to advife any alteration that jQiould not meet with 
the conient of both parties. With regard to whether he 
knew /of a better mode, he had turned his mind to the prac^ 
tice of the Committees of that Houfe, as a model more fit for 
adoption in the conduA of a fcrutiny, than the mode now in 
.pra£lice. On this idea he was clofcly pulbed by the rnter- 
rogatories of Mr, Fox, who, at laft, not receiving the fort 
<of anfwer he expefted, in preface to another queftion he waa 
about to propofe, complained of not being able to obtain a 
plain anfwer to a plain queftion,-^this drew up 

Lord Mulgrav€y who dcfircd Mr, Murphy might withdraw, Lwa Mul\. 
and faid it vras very extraordinary that the right honourable s^*^^ 

gentleman, who had lately given a le£lure upon decency^ 
lould himfelf be fo bad an example in pra£tice, of that 
which he had fo highly praifed and recommended in theory. 
The Houie had juft heard the right honourable gentleman 
:groiIly maltreat a witnefi, .furamoned to the bar at the right 
lionourable gentleman^ own peculiar inftance A man of 
cbarader, .a man of learning, and of acknowledged abilities, 
a man eminent in his profeffion, and diftinguilhed by his 
rank in Kfe ! Let the right honourable gentleman recoUefl, 
that thofe feelings which he himfelf poUciTed were likewife 
poffcffcd by every other perfon who was intitlcd to be regarded 
as a gentleman and a man of honour. In that point of view 
he confidercd Mr. Murphy, whofc feelings ought not to have 
been infulted while he flood at the bar^ boneftly and fairly 

giving 
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fiVo^ bit evidence, and io a fitntdon ihtt imkled kim fti 
the proteAioa of tbe Hoole. To the Hoafe^ t b er e fbic^ Us 
JLordlhip faid, he appealed, not doubting that thdy woidd 
prevent the right hoQonrabk g^emaa from agein purfiuiig 
a conduft not more irvegalar aad difofderly^ cemdend in a 
^rliamentary light, than sncamdidand harflicoflfidered in a 
difitrent view. 

Tkc lwa« The honourable OwUi MmrfiMm defircd to be h^and tf few 
'* " ' ^» words ; the prefeat, he faiA^ was a ^oeftton^ of aH otheis, 
which ihould be diici2ffcd with the. grea^ coolncfi, and the 
greateft temper: hiewaaforry, thorefose, to b/t any thing 
like heat arite in any qnarter of the Hoofe ; baft if an im- 
prodent dqpree of animated ezpvcffion was pardonable in any 
g^entleman on any oecafion,. it ittiel7 was pardonable in ^ 
"right honourabk gentleman^ who, by a few words, he be- 
lieved uttered without any defign to g^ve offence, bad af- 
forded die noble Lord oca£on to reprehend hii cMdoft in 
terms fo extremely fevere, kt the Houie caodidly advert 
to the very nice and peculiar fituadon in which the right ho- 
jK>tirable gentleman flood with regard to die important iflh 
^hry of that day, and he waa perfnaded there was not an iiH 
dividual in it who woidd not he ready to admit that gre« 
allowances oc^t to be made for a gendeman fo circnm^ 
-Aanced. Be&dei, to what end take notice of what, arisen 
noticed, could not but tend to caO forth arguments that nn- 
avoidably muit tend to incrtafe die ill temper that had been 
difcdvered, and inflame the Houfe, when it ought moft fto- 
dtoufly to endeavour to keep itfelfcool, to weigbthe bifineCs 
Jiefore it foberly and caodidly, in order that it mi{(ht be ible 
^ decide upon it with wifdomand with juftice« Let it be 
^membered alfo, that, in the ex^inadonof Mr« Haigrav^ 
a gentleman as high in bis profeffioaal and in his private cbah 
raficr as any man in the kingdom, he had find fodEiediiii|; 
/that had, from 4bme quarter of the Hoofe 6r anodier, tt.'^ 
cited a laugh. That laugh Mr. Haigrave obferved, and if 
was evident it had fhocked his feelings, fixMU his having im«* 
jnediately apologifed for what be had before faid« Of that 
no notice bad been taken ; and, in taking no notice^ Mr. 
JMarfbam declared, he thought the Houfe had ided wiiUy ; 
he only wifhed they had done the fame now ; for certainlr 
Mr. Hargrave was not lefs in the proteftion of the Hou& 
than Mr. Murphy ; not that he meant to infinuate anything 
difrefpe^tful of the latter gentleman. He had a high opi* 
nion of his abilities, and aa opinlon^equallj good of bis cha«> 

rafter / 
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mBltf^; but he really wUbed tbe Houfe would prefcnre its 
temper ; and whenever gentletneo felt their feelings rifiag, 
he hoped they would endeavour to reftrain tbem^ as he was 
fore it was much wifcr to proceed caloxly, and without heat 
and ill humour. 

Mr* FMt thanked his hoDOurable friend for the footing >fr. Fa^ 
upon which he had put the matter ; but he could not help 
thinking the noble Lord had conceived his words to be more 
uncivil than they really were. What he had faid was a 
truths apd a truth of which he could not avoid complaining ; 
namelVy *^ that he could not obtain a plain aufwer to a plai^ 
*^ qoeftipn/' The point at which he had been aiming to ol>- 
tain a direct anfwer from Mr. Murphy, was of infinite im« 
portance to him, and to the immediate fubjeft in confidcra^ 
tioo. He had put the queftion two or three different ways^ 
and Mr, Murphy appeared to him not to be willing to g^ve 
a direft anfwer. By not wiliingy he did not mean not wil^ 
ling from any finifter or bad motive^ but not willing, as any 

{gentleman might fairly be under the fame circumftanc^s, 
rom not having had time to make up his mind upon the fnb* 
jeft, from having been fo recently become acquainted with 
it, and from a thoufand other ^eafons that might fairly, and 
without rendering him liable to any blame wbtever, be al- 
lowed to operate in any man's mind* With regard to the 
noble Lord's interruption of him^ the noble Lord might take 
upon him the c^ee of hiscenforif he thought proper; there 
was no man's cenfure he left dreaded, or iefii felt ; but the 
noble Lord fhould not oblige him to retrad one fyllable of 
what he had faid, or change his exprefBon in the fmalleft de» 
gree. His words were, ** that he could not obtain a plain 
^* anfwer to a plain queftion ;** thefe words iirere grounded 
pn an incontrovertible faft, that no argument could deny or 
^ifprove. Having faid this v^ry pointedly, Mr. Fox's 
warmth led him into a took animated feries of exclamations 
againft the fcandaious and Ihameful condu£t of thofe, who^ 
while they were talking of purifyioig the Conftitction bv a 
reform in the reprefentation of the People^ had inftitutcd that 
diigrace to all concerned in its inftitution, the Wef(fl)infte|p 
icrutiny ; of the tmpradtcability, of the tedioufneft, of the 
expence of which ^e Houfe had heard focb ample and in^ 
frontrovertible teftimonies that day ! An inftitution which 
had a» efte^ually deprived the City of Weftminftcr of its 
right to a reprefentation in that Houfe, as if it had been 
fpinifilly Aisfraacbifed fo^ bribery^ for corrupt praAices, or 

any 
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any one of the varioas caoies for which boroughs had €ver 
been disfranchifed. By the fcratioy, it was now evident that 
Houfe^ the guardian of the Conftitution, the proteftor of the 
rights of eIeAion,.had turned the.deareft interefts of the City 
of Weftminfter out of its own doors, and trufted them to tb« 
keeping of a Court, without powers of the moft ordiaaiy na- 
ture, without the means to afford them the fmalleft degree of 
proteftion. It was evident alfo, that either he or his cotnpe- 
<itor, if they chofe it, had it in their power, by delays which 
would not be fuiiicient to juftify a complaint trom the -High 
Bailiff to that Houfe, to keep Weftminfter without reprefeo* 
•tatives for four feffions of a Parliament out of feven !-^ 
•Having dwelt for fome time, and ftated the various means 
of accomplifliing this, .Mr. Fox returned towhstthe had 
before faid of Lord Mulgrave, defying him to move 
a cenfure upon his words, and declaring, that no power 
on earth ftiould make him retrad a fyllable. He faid, 
be would make no apology for the warmth with which he 
bad exprefied himfelf ; he mould be a wretch^ a mean, mi- 
feraUe, and • abjeft wretch, worthy only of the abhorrence 
and deteftation of mankind, if, circumnanced as he was, he 
(could reftrain from warmth, and curb thofe feelings which 
were the chara£leriftics of a man, and which thofe who did 
not poftefs, neither could be capable of any great and good 
afiions for their country, or of any thing worthy of the 
name of man. With regard to Mr. Murphy, he declared 
he had meant no perfonal offence to him in what he hacl faid» 
He had 00 enmity whatever to Mr. Murphy ; on the con- 
trary, he had always thought extremely well of him ; he 
had always confidered him as a man who felt for him in a 
friendly way, and fo confidcring him, he had ever enter- 
tained a friendly feeling for Mr. Murphy; nothing, indeed, 
could induce him to regard Mr. Murphy with an adverfe 
eye, or make him harbour a thought of the polfibility of his 
being capable of afting otherwife than with the ftriftefl up- 
rightnefs ; but the circumftance of his having been appoint- 
ed to fill that poft which had been fo ably and fo honourably 
filled by Mr. Hargrave, a gentleman of the higheft charac* 
ter and the moft known honour, of the firft degree of learn- 
ing, and who, in knowledge in the laws of this country, was 
furpaifed by no one of His Majefty's law cAcers — ^to fee 
fuch a man removed from the office of affeffor, and in fuch 
a manner as the, Houfe had heard ftated, might, ' for a mo- 
meQt^ make him jealous pf bis focceifor^ for whom^ ab- 

I ftraaecj 
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fira£ted from this confidcration^ he entertained nmeh efteem 
and much regard ; but no private confideration whatever 
fhoold prevent his fpeaking the troth; and, therefore^ 
though he meant to drop his intended qucftion, he would 
repeat what had been before faid by him, viz. << that he 
^^ could not obtain a plain anfwer to a plain queftion.*' 

The right honourable Henry Dundas rofe, and faid, if ever The rlfhe 
there was occafion for any roan to ftand up in defence of the ^ "S^du. 
dignity and honour of the Houfe, it was then. Who could 
feel the leaft regard for the folemnity of their proceedings, 
for the juftice of the Houfey for their character, and for their 
honour,, and (it ftill and fee fuch irregularities practiced? 
What had the right honourable gentleman been doing in a 
fpeech delivered with a warmth which he had boafted of> and ■ 
for which he claimed a merit, but taken occafion thus prema« 
turely, and before the examination of witneiTes was finifhed, 
before even there was a qaeftion before them, to go into a 
variety of remarks on the evidence, unfinifhed as it was, and 
into the merits of the main queftion. He advifsd the right 
honourable gentleman to refcrve his fire for the day of its 
difcharge, and appealed even to his own candour, whether 
it would not be more confiftent with his manly charafter to 
preferve a different line of conduS ? Mr. Dundas faid he 
would not be fo irregular as to follow the right honourable 
gentleman in any^ part of his various animadverfions on the 
fcruti.ny, and its mconveniencies, grievoufly as thofe inconve-* 
niencies might have prelTed on the right honourable gentler- 
man. It might, at a proper time, poflibly become a quef- 
tion, whether the advantages gained by ordering a fcrutiny 
outweighed the difadvantages that attended it. That would 
be a queftion that might fairly be confidered and difcufTed : 
but let gentlemen have the goodnefs to wait till the time ot 
difcufling it arrived, and not bring it into debate before it 
was ripe for their confideration. Mr. Dundas concluded 
with nioving, " That Mr, Murphy be again called in." 

Mr. Murphy, as foon as he came to the bar, declared h« 
fhould feel himfelf extremely unhappy if he had given oi^ 
fence to any member of that Houfe, mofl efpecially tg th» 
right honourable gentleman who had put the queftion ; ex* 
tremely forry fhould be be alfo, if any honourable gentle- 
than fhould tnink him unwilling to anfwer any queftion what* 
ever ; he was extremely willing to anfwer all that fhould be 
put to him in the plaineft and readieft manner pofHble* After 
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this apology, Mr» Maiph j*i ex«iiinition contimicd, till at 

icofti ' . 

Lord Beau- Lord Siatichomp . put I (}U€(lion relative to Mr. Mufpfay's 
champ. o|>ifiion whether the obfeft of the fciutiny would not have 
been more effeAually andfpeedil^ obtained, had the urtioie 
cafe of the Weftmmfter eltdionfaeea ieferrad to a Codunit- 
tee of thlt Hbufe. 
toTdM»)* Thi9 caited op Lord .^iinf^nvr, who complained of the* 
grave. queftion ias one wholly uopr^cedctited, and at the (acie time 
difrefpe&ful to tlie Hotrfe, Hia Lordihtp argued, Aat ki was 
appealing to a witnefe to know bis opinion what that Houfe 
would Ao in any t^avfefubabttedto their adjudication.. Thta 
he thought a moftfextraordin^y proceedir^. 
Lord Bcav. Lord Beauchamp defended his queftion as perfe^y i^Bg^shr, 
champ. and appofitt to the fubje€l of iliquir y« In the coorfe of Im 
fpee<;h his Lordihip animadverted upon the difgrace that 
Houfe bad already brought upon itfelf in th^ eye* of the 
wboJc kingdoip, by ordering a Court of bquirvfo nugatory^ 
i^efficaciou^s, abfurd, and vexatious as the High Bailifi^s 
Court of Scrutiny ; and he purfued this idea by declaring^ 
tl|at, nothing could add to the difgrace and manifeft inJMftice. 
of the. prpceedingi but for the Houfe to go a ftep fiirthert 
and order the fcrutmyt^ proved fojijainly and palpably to be 
of no ufe whatever but. to create delay, expence, and to ag« 
gravate the irreparable injury doqe to the Coni^itution in the 
inft^ce pf the paft year» ftill to be continued* 
Mr.Dundai . Hi? tord&jp was interrupted by Mr* Dundasi whq ipdce. 
to order, and reprobated the noble Lord's argument as irre«» 
gular and inilam.m^^tory. Mir. Dutulas ilated^ thatthe.noble 
Lord had put a queftion, in his mindi by no meana fit to he 
put ; but to the queftion be meant not to obje£k| as hs would 
rather fijfier an inrelevoirt queftion to he put, than caunte- 
nance a wprfe qnd mpre mifcUcvous irregularity^ vin* the 
prematurely^ debattngj.upon great and important "matters not 
yet bafoie tiie HQufe v\\ any 'inape whatever, . . 
Loird Beta- . Lord. B.ccucho^jp fijftported his queftion^ and tfiaTntained 
champ. tftat he ha(J a ri^nt to fay the few words he had ofi^^red Jnjuf*. 

tQjGatipn ofhi's condufk In liaviog propofed the queftion, 
Mr. Chan- . M?^ CHancetlb> P'm faidVhetelt it neceflary to apologife 
•fllorPiit. for nfJt having rjfei? before; but he felt as hia learned friend 
had |et^; and uipugh he hoped it would not be eftabilihed intp . 
a jirece^erit, declared he .Ihguld not pbjeA to the que(lion , 
propofecl by the no9)Ie Lord, h()twithftanding that he thobg|it ' 
it a vefylmpro'per one, merely, b^caule he wi/hfd toprevonf 
the greater evil, and thus by partial and interlocutory debates 
a artfully 



artfully .ifitroduoed in the f:ottrrei^ a^ ig^uirj* tbat b{«<»a 
Hi^ABS rend^r^ fuch uuedpcutf^j debates n£p.d[Iaryy^ fr ataH 
juftified 4][iem9 fgflertiag.tf^pipt to be difc^^^ irreguiariy fir^4 
prematurely. When the. ^^y arrived to agitate t^e queftioni^ 
to wbiqh the noble X^ord hm ailu4ed9 ^e iKouId be ready tq 
ill^te^ the grounds upon which he fhould^jve hi$ vote, and bU 
u^iik was, that the qoeftions migjl^t be fully and^ ^firly gone 
iQtp; but in the. mean. tjr^^^ neilhfr the eloquent inventive of 
the tiohle Lord on thepn^ Hand, ^9^ ^be harih and ill-juAU 
£ed refleiStions pf angfy apd difappointed men on the other^ 
(hpqld draiw him aC^eirom his duty, or betray him into irret 
gyUrity and di (order. 

Loru .Nor^h faid» he had taken no part in any of the inter* Ld. North*; 
locutory debaite^ of the day s he begged leave, therefore, to 
iay a few words^ The queftio/i of his noble friend, fo f^f 
froim US having beeq improper or irrelevant, appeared to him 
%o bp peculiarly applicable to the fubjeft, and peculiarly fit to 
be aofwered. He was fure he opght to approve of it, for ht 
had it ^t the tip of hi$ tongue fifty times in thecourfe of Mr. 
Murphy^s eK^amination. When they had heard of that gen^ 
lleman's idea, that fomething nearer to a Committee of that 
{jottfe yra9.more fit for the qhjefl than the fcrutiny as it flood 
now, what could be more applicable and fair than a dire^k 
queftipn, whether Mr. Murphy, from the experience be had 
lately h4d. was of opink^i tba( the whole bufinefs of the 
Icratiny would have been morefpeedily and more efFe£lually 
decided by a Committee of that Houfe,> than by the High 
Baili^^s Court. With regard to the interlocutory debatei 
which the right hovv)qrable gentleman had complained of, it 
wai^ a little exiraordinary that he, of all men, fiioul4 be the 
firfi to fiK>d fault with them, iince every one of them, that 
day. had been b^gun by one or other of the right honourable 
gentleman's friends who fat near him. Lord North took no^ 
tice alfo of what Mr. Pitt had faid of eloquent invedlive, re- 
marking', that the right honourable gentleman was certainly . 
the beA ei^titlfd of any nvember of that Houfe to complain of 
eloquent inve^ive, fmce the^ ail knew that he never dwelt in 
eloquent inve^iye, and that \t was fladioufly avoided by him 
on ailopsaiioiis* 

Mr^ Fim alfo ju&ified Lord Beauchamp's queAion, as well Mr. Fox. 
as bis argument in (apport of it. He ridiculed the over* 
Arained caodour of the Minifler in declaring that he fliould 
not oppofe a queftion which he afFe£ted to difapprove, and 
faid, he was glad to feefome fhame teflified by thofe,. whofe 
PonduiA o«£bt to twtfi their blulhes unceafingly. He im- 
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Suted the rsludaace that had beeil fhewn that fuch a ati^ftion 
bould be put to the witnefs, from their fenfeof the difgrace 
of having their own afleflbr, Mr, Murphy, alkedi m th^ face 
of the I&ufe, whether he was not of opinion that the Weft- 
minfter ele&ion fhould have been referred to a Committee of 
that Houfe ; a point he and many others had fo ftrenuonfly 
contended for laft yean He pufned this idea a coniiderable 
-tiray, and it naturally led him to nicTition, at lengthy the 
£tuation of Weftminfler, which he painted in colours oiF the 
warmeft arid moil glowing kind. He charged thofe who had 
countenanced the icrutiny with having defrauded him of his 
feat, and defrauded the City of , Weftmihfter of its rights of 
reprefentation ; but what was of infinitely greater confe- 
quence, was the wound they had thus given the Conflitution. 
He faid, for a great and powerful Minifter to ftand up in his 
place, and talk of purifying the Conftitution, while the 
wound he had himfelf given it was unhealed, was the moft 
miferable farce that ever had been attempted to be played off 
for the deception of a deluded People. He declared, how- 
ever men had ever diflFered upon other points, however they 
were milled by the rage of the times, and felt nwre hoftile to 
him and his friends than they merited, the unanimous opinion 
cut of that Houfe was, that the fcrutiriy wasthe moft Ihame- 
ful and the moft dangerous efibrt of power that had ever beetf 
pra£lifed. He defcnbed its various abfurdities, and defied the 
right honourable gentleman to defend it. He alfo charged 
him with having accufed others of eloquent inve£tive, in the 
face of thofe who well knew invedlive was his forte. He 
touched upon all the topics connedled in any fort with the 
perfonal conduct of the Minifter fince his acceffion to his pre- 
fent elevated fjtuation, and faid, that in no part of his con* 
du£i: had he manifefted more contempt for the privileges of 
Parliament, or the rights of the People, than in his obftinate 
perfeverance in this fnameful proceeding. 
Mr. Chan. Mr. Chancellor Pitt treated Mr. Fox*s long fpeech (for fo 
ceUorPitt* he called it) as a feallow artifice to betray him into a debate 
upon topics, which he had already faid he would meet and 
debate on, when the proper day for difcuffing them came, 
. but which he declared nothing mould induce him to antici^ 
' pate. Till that day the right honourable gentleman might 
enjoy the childilh triumph of having it ims^ined that he 
dared not meet the defiance the honourable gentleman had 
thrown out, and accept the challenge he had given. He re- 
minded the honourable gentleman, however, that although 
he might h4vp (hewn himfelf too raih apd prefumptuous in 
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coping with him, he bad never been remarkable for Ihrinking 
too much from any challenge he had thrown out, or for avoiding 
in any the fmalleft degree every opportunity of a competition 
with him. Thus much he thought it necellary to fay before 
gentlemen laid their heads on their pillows, left a momentary 
impreffion*fliould remain on their minds that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had aflerted any thing that he would not 
«it the proper time meet and controvert* He faid^ he would 
add no more for the prefent, but content himfflf with moving 
that Mr. Murphy be once more called in, 

Mr* Murphy was interrogated for a fliort time longer, when 
the principal atifwer he gave was, That, in his opinion, the 
caufe of the Weftminfer eleftion would have been better 
placed !a the hands of a Committee of the Houfe of Com- 
mons th&n in the hands of the High Bailiff of Weflminfter. 

Mr. Afarphy's examination, after bis anfwer to that 
queftion, l>eing at length ended, 

Mr. Ch;HicelIor Pm faid, as it'was fo late an hour, heMr.CHtii. 
would move* to adjourn to that day only, as he wi(hed the ctUor Pitt, 
fuhjed to be difcufled while the evidence they had juft heard 
was freili in the minds of the Houfe* 

Mr. Fox faid, he had thought Thurfday would have pleafed Mr. Fos. 
thofe better who were not fo well nccuftomed to late hours as 
he was, but he had no perfonal wilh on the occafion. 

The Houfe accordingly adjourned at three in the morning* 

February 9. 

Mr. Burhe faid, that on the fubjeft of Sir Elijah Impey's Mr. Bsrkc 
return to India, he niuft call for fome information. He pre- 
faced his motions with fome animadveriions on the incon- 
fiftency of Mn Dundas in India affairs, and ftated, that the 
papers he wifhed to be laid before the Houfe were, i. The 
plan of the. Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal. 2. The 
printed trials of Nundcomar and Mr. Bolts, g. The correfpon- 
dence between the Supreme Court of Judicature and the Court 
of Direftors. .He concluded with moving for the firft 
paper. 

Mr. Dundas faid, he could not perceive the ufe of tlie papers Mi.Duadii. 
moved for. He declared himfelf to he perfeflly free from any 
ihare in the refolutions pafled againft Sir Elijah Impey. 

Mr. Burke replied, and after a ihort converfation^ thp mo- 
tion was put afide by the order of the day. 

The order of the dav w;as for the Houfe to ttfuipe the con? 
fideratiqn of the Weftmiiifter fcrutiny- 

The 



Tbe Rjglit TlNB'%ig^tlJQii9jaraU9 ff^€^4 Sllh. n>fe afi<} reoiarlLed^ 
^^^J^.^ th9X bav'^ag ferft taken i^ tl^ iqip^iit^t l>ttfipofr which was 
bocc Eiiit. ^^^ m^n^ t})^ co9^iid«^;i|ioi) ^f vbe Houfe, he thought it ii^ 
cuoahent Oil Hiin to explaki (b^ pqrpofe for jwbich hji^ wgipal 
iftOtioD w^ iQten4ad ; and the naptiv^s o^ which the motion 
he rK>w int^p^ed to fubipit tp them was founded. He.thea 
proceeded %o relate th^ p^refe of the; Wefiminfter fcrutiny $ 
and went through the leading p^io^tl oi the deppfitions ^vf9 
hj iim High 3ailiff and his a^flbrs at the bar of tlw. Houfe« 
He dwelt on the citicumftance of tjie High Bailifi» cofifideruig 
kimielf to a£k under tbe authority of the Houfe, which being 
Tcmpved, be could have no other to proceed under* Oo th^ 
£ice of this fingle decUr^HtoiVy there appeared fu£$iient proof 
of tbe iUegalicy of the fyftem in general^ aod |he abfurdity 
acid ounifeft Iqiproprfety of that fandlion under wbich l^ 
was authprifed tq contini^e, fo. e^^rated a cond«A- . If be 
confefied, that by removing the aotbority of Parliap^o]t» be 
had now no other to proceed nppix, need there any aigoments 
to prove, that appointing a tiine for the fcrutiny, in the very 
day when the term of bU wnt expired, was an a^ beyond 
the extent of authority, as being beyond the d^te of his 
precept. Ili granting the requeft of a .fcrutiny, according to 
tbe doctrines generally h^ld oat, ha was perhaps juft^Eab}^ 
as his power did not expire tiU the expiration of the date of 
Jhs prei^pt » byt appointing |be pro<:eediQgs of the fcrutiny 
for a time long after the date of his precept, was overleaping 
not only the powers grai>ted to a returning oiBcer, but ex- 
ceeding apy ppwer our Conftitujion would (uffer .to be vefted 
in any individual ; it was the do(!trine as w?ll of the flatutes 
as of the common hw of this country, as well as the intea« 
tion manifeft, prima faciei on the writ itfelf^ that the Parlia- 
ment ihall not only meet on a certain day, but fliall alfo be 
full, which after gave rife to the arreft and punifbment pf 
members who neglefted the duty of attendance ; and the 
forms of eleSion were particularly adapted with a view to 
this grand objeft. Was the city of Weftminfter alone then 
to be the melancholy exemptic^i ? Was it refisrved for that 
city to .experience the delay of a fcrutiny, which not only 
extended beyond the time appointed for the meeting of Par- 
liament, but was, according to the heft evidence given on 
the occaiion, likely to contmue for two years to come ? If 
this was like any thing in the fpirit of the Britifh Conftitu- 
tion,' or any thing like the ufual courfe of eIe(5Hons, he knew 
nothing to which it would not a£&milate. In the ancient 
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mertiiigs of Parliament, trheti the ieifion U^eA getreraHy 119 : < 
more ttian fix weeks, how woald fueh « lUeafure a« tbic be 
treated ? and woald it not eAsSh>aHy 4efttoy every purpofe 
of reprefentation ? Sfafouid tlMti tli^ principles^ that fpirk 
and diat Coitftituticm tranfmirciej ffom the moft diAant pe» 
nod of our htftery, be 6eltrofti trjthont even the pretext of 
a fiatiite to give k faufbiom ! Fr^m the deftriptjon given bf 
the High BaiUff faunfelf of tihe iitibecilitt ef his Court, what 
oonld be more vliifi, iMpotent^ and kiacKqu^fte i He did not 
MpteA, till Within tbefe two days> that there Was any perfon 
in the Houfe who 'oonid haire any other opinio^ of it. H0 
6xpe6ied, that lenfible of having done l^rong; they would 
chearfoUy fet tibout e6ite£ting their mifconduS, and not by 
an obfHuate perfeverance commue thofe abafes, of whieh 
tbete wett fuch Io«d and fach general eomplaint. There 
was (cMtct a man otxt 6f the Houfe who did not condemn 
and reprobate tht meaitJtm : for were the High Bailiff to pro-i^ 
0|^ vpoA this ferCitiny till it was entirely concluded, was he 
not ytt Ibible to die (Mt errors as on taking the poll i having 
no aethority -toehfottetbe attendance of witnefles^ or punift 
fock kt were det^dked in prevarication or fatfehood. Nothing; 
•DuM invitr every tn^n more forcibly to become a convert to 
Mt* GvenvtHe^'S bUI, as Ae abfurdities of this prepoflerous 
ine^ifarey than #hich any other alternative mvft be agreeable 
^Bnd advttMageou). Of tbi«> t*ie reftimony of one of the per- 
fotirprincipaNy coneerned (Mr. Murphy} in the condu& ef 
the fere«iny> was finffitieTft krenfinnetion ; for he thought tb^tt 
netwithftandingthe plans efi!^red for ^pedit'mg the bufinefs^ 
tile b^ mode in which the fubje£t could be decided, was by 
a CJlMVmittee df the Houie of Cemmehs. ConCdering, then, 
the illegality as well as the impolicy of the fcrutiny, theim^ 
pra£hcabiltty ef bringing tlie bufinefs to a final iflbe) in any 
naod^rate time, the heavy ^x{>ence with which it was attended 
to the parties, the juA and fevere complaints of <in injured 
city^ and according fbntimtfnt^ of the nation at large, added 
to the infdfficiency bf the miferable Court to which it was 
referred, 'he would conclude by moving, " That it appearing 
** to this Houfe, That Tlibmas Cc>rbett, Efq. High Bailiff 
** for tbe city of WeftcniTifter, having received a precept 
•* from the Sberifs of Middlefex for elefting two citizens to. 
** ferve in Parliament fer the fiiid c4ty, and having taken and 
•* finatty tlofed the poU on the 17th day of May laft, being 
M «he day next before the day of the feturi^of the faid writ,- 
** benow direfted ftrthwith to rioak^ ^ 'return of bis precept 
*♦ of ftidmbeps choftn4n-porftia6ae*Jt.'' •- ^ . 

The 
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The Right T^^ Honoutable Thomas Ptlbam tonfidered hidlfelf obliged^ 
Hon. T. though unaccuftotned to fp6ak on fuch idiportailt occalloins^ 
FcUiam. to mention fome of thofe reafons which ibduced hiot to give 
his entire aflent to the motion now itiade. On a decifion, in 
which the feveral interefts of the country/ and the, vecy ex- 
iftence of theConftitution, were involved, he woidd not c6n-» 
tent himfelf with giving a filent vote. Fxom the earlieft flage 
of this buiinefs; he regarded it in an uncbnftitbtron^I lights 
and every fubfequent proceeding went only t® confirm his. 
Qpinion ; when the higheft fpirit of party reigded, and in the 
inoft violent rage of fadlion in this country, there was nffvwc 
found, antecedent to this, any inftante of an ofl^cer bold 
enough to omit that return which the terms of his w^rit de^ 
manded. It was an invariable rule^ and a rule founded on 
duty, for.iheriffs to make return of fuch metnbers^ as at. the 
dole of the poll poflefled the greateft number of fuffrages. 
For the majority on their books alone was the criterion by 
which they were to judge of the members who fliould be re- 
turned. And any paltry diAinftion between a SherHF and a 
High Bailiff, in this refpe£^, he fliould tre»t with ^contempt, 
being equally returning officers^ and their duties thefatiae. 
Were this fcrutinizing iyftem to be drawn into precedeAt^ a> 
Gonfequence much to be apprehended, and their foite carefully 
guarded againft, it would be in the power of a Mipift^ to 
decide how many members fliould appeal in. Parliament. . He. 
concluded, by apologizing to the HQufe» for taking up fo- 
SQuch of their attention ; fayingi he Was totally incapable of: 
<)oing juflice to his own feelings, and lefs to the fubjeA on 
which he fpdce, but felt fo ftrong. a convidion of the folly 
of this meafure, that he could not fupprefs the remarks which 
then fuggeftcd themfelvcs. 
Lord Mul- Lord Mulgrave confefled, that he had great i3efpe<a for the 
grave. integrity and prudence of his honourable friend who had fpo- 
ken laft. Although they diflered fometimes in political prin- 
ciples, he prefumed he might, notwithftanding, confiderbim 
9S hisfritnd ; but with all deference to the opinions of thofe. 
gentlemen who had preceded him, he muft beg leave to diflent 
from the general pofitions which they had advanced* Thfey 
had reprobated the condud of the High Bailiff as highly in*' 
judicious. For bis part, he flxould like to abide by the law 
of the land. There was no law which ftridtly enjoined the 
High Bailiff to make a return immediately on the meeting of 
a new Parliament. It had always been an eftabliflied maxim, 
founded in juftice and equity, that on a demand of any party 
for :t fiy:utinj, the leturairig officer fliould fatij^fy his own 

confcience^ 
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conference, and either grant or i^eft a fcrutiny, aceordiiig as 
he thought he was led by the tenor of his oath. Gentlemen 
talked much of common Inw, and made a comparifon on that 
ground ; but he hoped they would liftcn to common fenfe. 
The High Bailiff was not free, according to the iDJunClions 
of hi« oath, to make a return. A fcrutioy having been de* 
inanded by one of the candidates, it was, therefore, agreeably 
to cuftom, commenced ; and he was convinced there was no 
law which could make his conduct culpable. Formerly in 
law Parliaments, when a member was not returned, his feat 
was declared vacant, and a new writ iiTued ; but that had no 
analogy to the prefent parliamentary regulatioQs. To fay 
that the High Bailiff* fhould aft contrary to the dilates of 
his confcience, was the moft uncandid and prepofterous doc- 
trine that could poflibly be advanced. Juftice ought to be done, 
but the High Bailiff muft attend to the tenor of his oath ; 
and this, in his opinion, was an exafb difcrimination of the 
High BaiiifPs condud, and the prepofterous doftrine ad« 
vanced by the honourable gentleman. In early times, the 
attendance of Parliament was not coniidered as a pecuniary- 
benefit, but as a burden on thofe who were delegated ; but 
from ihe apparent conduft of fome gentlemen, the times 
were confiderably altered. We are told by fome, that the 
grievance— he meant the negle£t of making a return on the 
appointed day— ought to be remedied ; but he wifl)ed gentle^ 
nien would recoiled, that laft year there had palSed fome 
Matures to correft the imperfefiion complained of. He called 
the attention of the Houfe to the cafe of the Middlefex 
eIe£Hon, ^t bearing an affinity to the fubjeft now under dif- 
culiion. Some gentlemen had expatiated, at coniiderable 
length, on Mr. Grenvillc's bill. He had a great refpeft for 
Mr. Grenville's bill ; but he was of opinion, that there were 
imperfeftions in that excellent law, as well as mo^ other 
a£ts of Parliament. He remembered very well the tin>c 
when Mr. Grenville's bill was brought into Parliament. It 
received a violent oppofition from the Adminift ration of the 
day ; but he, as well as many more, had the happinefs of 
feeing it pafs into a law, notwithftanding every manoeuvre to 
the contrary. Gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe 
fhould recoiled the lines which were applied at that time : 

** O fsvc it from its treacherous fiends,— 
** It cannot fear its f^es," 

Vol. XVII. P He 



t€36 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1785. 

He adverted to the words nfcd by a right honourable gentle- 
man a few days ago, concerning a fubjeft in difpute — " to 
pcrfecute and drive out every pcrfon who oppofed him;" and 
applied the fentence as fufSciendy defcriptive of thecondu£t 
of Oppofition. Perhaps, fome gentlemen, when talking of 
Mr. Grenville's bill, may fay, ^^ I admire it as a pure fyftem — 
I am firmly attached to it — I confider it as my own child." 
From any maxims foundeJ in truth and conftitutional prin- 
ciples he could never diffenr. But thofe gentlemen, in oiher 
refpef^s, a6^ed with great difparity. *' Don't (fay they) 
Jet us have the new-fangled fyftems of George the Third's 
reign, but the bold and ftubborn maxims adopted in the days 
of the Revolution/' They aftcd with great confiftency — 
mmo promittere divum. One of their chief reafons for crimi- 
nating the High Bailiff was, that his authority was not fuffi- 
cicnr- to enforce an obedience to his orders, through the me- 
dium of the proper officers — he fuppoled conftables. When 
they were about to commence the fcrutiny, thofe who wiihed 
to aft uncandidly, although they profelfcd oiherwife, faid, 
•* Let us begin in that parifh where you are ftrongeft;" and 
then, to fhew their tergiverfation, they obferved, <* No ! 
let us begin at another place ; you are prepared there ; we 
will meet you on other grounds." But had any liberal- 
minded man been confulted on the occafion, he would havd 
remarked, *^ Come, let us go thither ; we ..will meet you 
wherever you pleafe, as we are confcious of the juftice of 
ourcaufe.'V He thtn animadverted on the conduft of Mr« 
Hargrave ; he beftowed many compliments on that genile- 
man, as poffeffing great abilities, which qualified him for any 
ftatioQ ; but with all hi« talents, he could not enforce order 
in the Court, nor flop the courfe of popular clamOiUr, The 
evidence, m his opinion, had been illiberally treated. Mr. 
Murphy had not been handfomely dealt with, as his evi- 
dence had been mifrcprefented. A fcrutiny, according to 
the eftablifhed cuftom, had been demanded by one of the 
parties. The High Bailitfhad attended to the renionftrancc, 
and commenced the fcrutiny. H^ had difcharged his duty 
according to the practices of former times; and becaufc, in 
the courl'e of a few months, twelve thoufand two hundred 
votes had not been fcrj.uinized, a complaint, founded on that 
head alone, was made, that tjie city of Weftminfter was il- 
legally and uncorfftitiuionally unrcprefented. He again ac- 
knowledged the fuperior talents of Mr. Hargrave, and paid 

3 .many 
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many compliments to the goodncfs of his heart; but not- 
withftanding his abilities, he remarked, that there were 

** Twenty as good as he." 

"Having dwelt a confidcrahle time on the tendency of the 
fcrutiny, and dated the juftnefs of the fame, he requcfted 
the attention of the Houfc to the important difcuflion now 
before them ; he hoped that every friend of the Conftitution 
would adhere to the principles of their anceftors, and not be 
biaflfed by any (inifter motives. The Commons were the 
guardinns of the people; he therefore hoped that they would 
not deviate from their di2;nity. Let us fcrioufly confider 
that one unconftirutional ftep may involve us and our pofte- 
rity in ruin. Let u« confider, that our anccftors fought for 
the eftaWifhment of thofe wife inftitutions that have raifcd 
MS to the greateft eminence. And then no man would lay 
his hand on his heart, and a<9: contrary to thofe prudent and 
judicious maxifns, which were founded on univerfal freedom 
and happinefs. His Lordfbip concluded by moving, To 
leave oat all the words but the word •' That," and then to 
infert — " The Speaker do acquaint the High Bailiff, firft, 
** that he is nor precluded by the refolution of this Houfe, 
<^ communicated to hiju on the 8»h of June laft, from making 
•^ a return, whenever he fhall be fatisfied in his own judgc- 
** mcnt that he can fo do. And fecondly, That this Houlc 
** is not fatisfied that the fcrutiny has been proceeded In as 
** cxpeditioufly as it might have been. That it is his duty 
** to adopt and enforce' fuch juft and reafonable regulations 
" as fhall appear to him moft hkely to prevent unneccflary 
** delay in future ; that he is not precluded from <b doing by 
** want of confent in either painty, and that he may be af- 
** fured of the fupport of this Houfc in the difcharge of his 
<« duty.*' 

The Right Honourable Fredrrkk Montti^u faid, that U The Riphc 
would not Idc afcribcd to him that he was one of the enemies ^^^ *'*'^-- 
of Mr. Grenville's bill. If there was any one aft which he ' ^^ **'*' 
reverenced more than another, it was that ; and if he had at 
any time flood well in the eyes of former Parliaments, it was 
by the hearty intereft he had taken, and the aftive fhare 
which he had in the fupport of that aft. It would nor, there- 
fore, be imagincc), that he wifbcd, by putting an end to the 
Wcrtminfter fcru'iny, to afFcft or arraign that aft. It was, 
in his mind, offcnfive and unpardon-ablc to compare the Com- 
mittees of that Houfe to the milerable Court of S^utinv. 
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No two'tribiinals oould be more diflimiUr, An cleAioa 
Committee was free from erery one of the objeftions which 
had been alledged againft the Court of Scrutiny ; tbey had 
the power to fummon witncflcs ; to compel their attendance ; 
to^admmiftf^ aa oath; and to punifh for prevarication or 
eofttempt. The noble Lord had faid, that one of the cauies 
of delay in the fcratlBy, viz. the lonp; fpeechcs of the Coun-* 
fd, coold not be prevented in the Committee ahove ftair«. 
He rauft beg leave to fay, that thefe Committees had the ef* 
ficacy and art of repreffing the talkative fpirit of the gentle-* 
men of the long robe, and confining them to the mere que£- 
tions before them. In refpef^ of the length and difficulty of 
thequeftion, he conceived that to be no argument againft the 
Committee. Fifteen members of that Houle, choien by 
ballot, and a£ting upon oath, were, in his mind, capable of 
decifions on more difRcuU points than the High Bailiff of 
Weftminfter, in his wictcbed Court of Scrutiny. The aft 
of Mr. Grenville had eftablifhed the proper tribunal for the 
trial of contefted elections ; and in his mind^ it did violence 
and injury to the Conftttution to recur to the inadequate 
modes of trial which that ad had reprobated, and which had 
in former times been found fa irkfome and mifchievous,— • 
^* Eftablifh the precedent, fays he, that a returning officer 
may, in the pretence of fatisfying his confcience^ poftpone 
the return of the writ after the day on which it is made re- 
turnable, and fee what a power you give to bad men to ex« 
ercife it againft the deareft franchife of Englifhmen. It is 
by no means a ftrained orimpoffiblc thing to conjefture, that 
fifty or an hundred members may be thus kept from their 
feats and duty. But in the fuppofition, that no Minifter, 
however defperate, would go that length, may we not with 
warrant of experience fay, that the attacks in this way 
would be made againft the ableft individuals. They would 
ftrive to keep from Parliament men of ardent fpirit — men of 
•* unconquerable mind and freedom's holy flame.^' It was 
not againft common men that Charles IF. iiTued his peremp* 
tory mandates. The firft charaders of the age in which 
they lived were the objeiSs of refentment ; and fuch men as 
bad or weak Minifters in all times muft fear, would be tfaofc 
whom, by fuch means, they would attack* 

Mr. Montagu was carneft in his recommendations to the 
Houfe, to be wife in this moft delicate point. They had 
heard opinions on the fubjed: which gave him moft ferious 
alarm. They had heard grave law authorities nublifli doc- 
trines 
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trioes i«con&ftcnt with every idea which be entertained of 
the Coaftitutioa ; and he had heard them, in their ardour 
on this fab]e£k, hazard opinions alfo^ which bad committed 
them to the ridicule of the Houft; a thing which gave him 
uneafioefs, Meo^ appointed to fie in the leat of juilice, an^ 
^o admioifter the^laws of the land, were not, in his mind, 
proper members of a popular affembly. They were liable to 
be heated by the violences of contention, nnd, perhaps, oi 
imbibing a portion of prty fpirit, by which they might bf 
iubjefied to the ridicule of the Houfe, and to that fort of 
flippant rebuke \ii4iich ought never to be applied to. the digr 
oified ckara&erof a Judge. 

The Majicr of tbg Rolls (Sir Lloyd Kenyon) faid, he was Th« Mai»« 
by BO means difpofed to think that the circumftance of hi^ orckcRoU*. 
having a feat in that Houfe was either inconiiftent with the 
dignity or the gravity of a Judge. He had a feat there, and 
h« would endeavour to maintain his chara£ter with as much 
integrity as be bad obferved tbroqgh life ; and be trulled 
there was qothingin his manners which would juftify gentle- 
men in attributing to him improper motives for the opinions 
which he delivered in that Houfe. He was not the firft who 
bad held the flation which he now occupied^ together with a 
feat in the Houfe of Commons. Sir Jofeph Jekyll was a 
member of Parlianacnt ; and he believed that no man would 
afcribe to him either profligacy of manners, or abfurdity of 
cond^£^. He was one of the greateft charaders of his age, 
as well in his reprefentative capacity in that Houfe, as in hi^ 
judicial ftation out of it. Sir John Strange alfo was a mem* 
ber of that Houfe, and all men mud know how much he had 
enriched our Statute Book with wife ai^ conftitutional a£ls. 

What he had ventured to fay the day before on the fubjeft 
of the power of the Court of Scrutiny had occadoned fome 
acrimonious remarks, of which, however, he did not per- 
ceive the juft ice. It was fair to fuppofe, he faid, that, for 
the fake of equity and truth, every affembly that had the 
image of a Court muft be furoiflied with powers for the end. 
The fcrutiqy fubfifted under the countenance of that Houfe. 
The High Bailiff might lay complaints before the Houfe, 
and the Houfe would ftrengthen the hands of the returning 
officer. Every body knew that Juftices of the Peace had 
the power to fummon witneffes, but not to compel appear- 
;mce. If, however, witneffes refufed to come, or if they 
behaved improperly, Juftices had the means; the Courts 
gave them aid ; and, in like manner^ he de£red to know, 

whether. 
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whether, upon an application from the High BailifF for fuc- 
cour, they would not affift him cither to procure evidence or 
punilh milbehaviour ? Had gentlemen forgotten, that in the 
laft fcrutiny for this very city, upon application to the 
Houfe, a Counfel had been committed to Newgate for argu- 
ing for time, and the honourable Mr, Murray for improper 
behaviour. 

He had given it as his opinion, and he begged to be under- 
ftood, that whenever he prefumed to deliver an opinion in 
that Houfe, he did it with the moft folemn regard to truth, 
and with the rigorous impartiality of a Judge ; and every 
lawyer ought, in his mind, to be equally ftrifV. He had, 
he faid, given it as his opinion, that the fcrutiny was per- 
feftly conftitutional, and was warranted by the law of the 
land. There was not, in his mind, any order fo pofitive in 
the writ, nothing fo urgent and pofitive in what was called 
the exigency of the writ, as to take from the returning offi- 
cer his difcretion. The writs of the Sheriffs had been men- 
tioned, and an honourable gentleman had faid, that on the 
day of the return of thefe writs, no excufe would be admit- 
ted by the Courts. He muft beg leave to fet the honourable 
member right in this particular. Nothing was more common 
than to excufe the Sheriff, oft a plaufible reafon being affign- 
cd, and the cafes were in fo far fimilar, that the eidffcncy in 
both writs was the fame. In regard to the legality of fcruti- 
nies, they fcirely would not be contefted by any man* ac- 

Juainted with the law books. They were as ancient as the 
Jonftitution itfelf ; and many cafes had occurred of petition* 
being prefcnted, becaufe a fcrutiny had been denied. The 
petition of hir Rowland Wynne, complaining of an undue 
eleftion and return for the county of York was on this 
ground ; and this cafe ftated another thing to the Houfe,' 
which it behoved them to confider. That petition was re- 
ferred to a Committee, and took up the whole of a feffion ; 
it was renewed in the beginning of the next feffion, and at 
the end of that alfo it remained unfinifhed ; fo that it was by 
no means to be proved that extreme expedition was to be de- 
rived from a Committee up flairs more than from a fcrutiny. 
Sir Lloyd went into a long law argument, and referred to fc- 
veral cafes on the Journals. Infpeaking of the fcrutiny, he 
faid, that Mr. Hargrave was a gentleman of the firft legal 
talents, of the moft inflexible integrity, of refearch which 
was indefatigable, of induftry unwearied, and of a mind not 
agitated by the heats, nor influenced by the prejudices of a 

party; 
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party ; but ftill Mr. Hargravc had been bred in the chamber, 
rather than at the bar. He had not been accuilomed to mji- 
prius buiinefs, and he was not, therefore, fo well qualified 
for the buftling* proceedings of a fcrutiny room. He con- 
cluded with faying, that he approved of the amendment. 
He thought that a moderate indulgence Ihould be given to 
the High Bailiff to fatisff his mind before he fhould give 
his judgement ; and the means now adopted were wife and 
ncceflary. 

Mr. Afichael-Angelo Taylor faid, that as he fhould that Mr. M. A« 
night give a vote againfl thofe with whom he agreed in ge- T«ylar, 
neral, and againft whom he, perhaps, might never give ano* 
ther, he thought it right to ftate his reafons for fo doing. 
He did tiot afpire to the difficulty of contending with the 
learned gentleman who fpoke laft ; but he muft fay, that he 
could not perceive the analogy between the SherifTs writs 
from the Courts, and the writs from the Crown, for the caU 
ling of a Parliament. In the one inflance, the writ return- 
ing to the Court from whence it flowed, they were competent 
to decide both on the exigency and the allegations of the She- 
riff for delay ; but in the cafe of writs from the Crown for 
the aflfembling of Parliament, who was to judge of the exi- 
gency ? The Parliament being afferabled, the tribunal wa$ 
changed, and the laws of the land had wifely determined 
that no apology fhould be admitted for difobedience.. Senii- 
ble at the fame time that by rigoroufly exafting the retura 
of the writ on the day, errors might occur, which there was 
not time to reftify during the eIe(Stion, or from the clofc of 
the poll to the day of the return, they had in their wifdom 
eflablifhed a tribunal, before which fuch errors or defeftive 
returns might be brooght and corre£ted. This was, in his 
opinion, the direA courfe which the experience of Parlia- 
ments had eflablifhed ; and though he had never yet bad an 
opportunity of fitting in a Committee under Mr* Grenville's 
a£t, he had obferved their proceedings, he had read the a£l:, 
and be reverenced it as a moft valuable fecurity to the fran- 
chifes of En^lifhmen. He declared that he delivered 
every legal opmion in that Houfe or elfe where, with the hu- 
mility that became him. He was young — he was but, what 
he might c^U himfelf, a chicken in the profeflion ; but he 
could not reconcile to his ideas of law the Weftminfler fcr«- 
tiny. It had been called a Court — it was ridiculous in his 
snind to call it fo — it was no Court at all, but a mockery 

and 
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ah^ a jeft. He concluded with faying, that he fliould vote 
for the original motion. 
lee. Mr. Lee agreed with the learned gentleman who r{>okc 

the laft but one, that cvefy legal opinion which came 
from a lawyer in that Houfc fHouId be delivered with the ri- 
jgorous impartiality of a Judge, He would implicitly obfervc 
the rule; and therefore, in the utteoft ferioufnefs, and with 
the ftrifteft neutrality, he muft declare, that^ in his mind, 
as a lawyer, the Weftminfter fcrutiny could not be juftified. 
It had nor, as he believed^ the authority of any written fta- 
tute either in letter or fpirit : it had not the authority of a 
lingle precedent : it had not even the countenance of com- 
iBon fenfe. Could the learned gentleman mention any one 
ftatute which authorifcd a returning officer to difobey the 
King*s writ ? There was a ftatute *to the contrary, but none 
in favour of that conduft. It argued an abfurdity on the 
face of it ; and, therefore, he faid, that common fenfe was 
againft the fcrutmy. Parliaments were called to affift the 
Crown upon matters of gravity and importance, and the 
members were ordered to attend on one fi^ed and certain 
day; but if the returning officers fhould chufe to imagine 
ihat they had doubts, which ought to be difcufled before 
lliey obeyed the mandate, inftead of meeting on the day as 
they were ordered, they might not meet for weeks, months, 
nay for years, afterwards. Eftablifti the precedent that re- 
turning officers may do this, and there was no faying where 
it hiight end. Suppofc that the Sheriff of Cornwall (hould 
irett take it into his head to have fcruples of confcience, and 
ihould Appoint a fcrutiny inilead of a return, then, as all 
'the returns of the boroughs muft be attached to his writ, he 
would keep out of Parliament the forty borough members of 
Cornwalh He wondered that no fchemers had fuggcfted thii 
**mong the other plans for the reform of our rotten boroughs. 
It was a weak argument, and furely not to be harboured, 
that a difference ought to be made between the obligation 
impofed on Sheriffs and that on High Bailiffs. The fpirit of 
the writ was evident, and it was ridiculous to fyppofc that 
there -would he any thing in the charaftei*, or, rather, the 
name of a High Bailiff, to fcreen him from the duties im- 
pofed on a Sheriff. The noble Lord, in the gcntlenefs of his 
gntle nature, had faid, that it would be cruel to force thfc 
igh Bailiff to make a return Without fatisfying his confci- 
lencc. His confcience ought to be fatiiified with the difchatgc 
nf his duty, and his duty dire£ted him to obey the King's 

writ. 
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writ, by returning thofe who appeared on the poll to have the 
majority of votes. It was true there might be errors on that 
poll ; and what then ? He was called on for a return only to 
the beft of his judgement ; and if either of the parties are 
diffatisfied, there was a tribunal to which they might "apply, 
armed with full authority, and poiTefled of fufficient intelli- 
gence for the difcovery of truth and- the adminiftration of 
juftfce. Mr. Lee went at confiderable length into the law 
arguments. 

mr. Bearcroft faid^ as the Houft feemed inclined to hear Mr. Bctr* 
the opinions of lawyers^ he would fhortly ftate his ideas, as ^^^^ 
he would not be the means of keeping back the firft adors 
who would now come forward to ** fret and ftrut their hour 
** upon the ftage." In anfwering, that arguments of the law- 
yers, whether chicken or old cock, he fiiould obferve the rule 
of rigid impartiality. He had not the bad opinion of the 
Wcftminfter fcrutiny which fome gentlemen had. He 
thought it, on the whole, capable of unravelling the myfte^ 
Ties of the election, and of purifying the poll. Bad votet 
might be ingenioufly defended -— good ones, he conceived, 
could not be difqualified. He had himfelf a vote for Weft- 
minfter, which he was confident no fcrutineer could have 
ihruck ofF if he had given it. He had not given it, out of 
refpcft to the right honourable gentleman over the way. 
He thought his talents the moft enviable of thofe of any man 
that he knew. He had, to 9II his fhining qualities, the rich 
addition of ftrong, quick, and intelligent common fenfe. 
He had an opennefs and generofity of nature, which, with 
the capacity and enterprife of his foul, ennobled his virtuous 
porfuits ; but which rendered his great endowments more 
dangerous if dire£ted amifs« What was he not capable of 
achieving with powers of mind fo commanding, embellilhed 
with qualities fo fedu£live ? Mr. Bearcroft conlidered the 
fcrutiny as proper and neceflary ; and, whh all its weaknefr^ 
it bad done good : as to the clamours which were excited, 
that by this meafure the Conftitution was ruined and the na^* 
tioo undone, diefe were expreffionSr at which he 'did not 
tremble. The natioa had been undone ever fince he could 
remember any thing; and the Wcftminfter fcrutiny would 
continue to violate our Conftitution until fome new attack 
was made upon her frame by fome other raviOier. Let gen- 
tlemen remember, that the fcrutiny, with all its weaknefs, 
had flruck off hundreds of bad votes. He would not, there- 
fore, agree to fee the Scrutiny abandoned in the prcfent fiage. 
Vol, XVIL Q, ^nlcfs 
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unkls the Hotire.fhoald think with bim, that the High&i- 
Vifff if bis inmd was not fatisfied, ought to madie & double 
rretttKH. 
td. tJorth. Lord iVbrii faid, he rofc to ** ftrut and fret his honr upon 
" thsK ftage ;" but. that if he fhould be fcduccd Into a long 
ipeech on this occafion, he trufted the Houfe would forgive 
him, and remember th^t there were two queftions before 
vthena. He maft applaud the noble Lord for the generous 
manner in which he had left the word ** that" in the origi- 
nal motion. He admired alfo the ingenious way in .which it 
was argued that a fcrwtiny was proper, becaufc .a fcf uiiny , 
was like a Committee. Nothings in his :mind, could be 
.more diffimil^r* A Committee of the Houfe of Commons 
Jbkad every power which wgs lieceiTary to the inveftigatioo of 
truth. The Court of [Siqrutiny had not one pow^r. A 
Committee would execute the bufinefs with diipatch. The 
fcrutiny was charged with delay, even .in the motion of 
jkmendment, by thofc Who were friendly to it. A Comroit- 
.tee had ^U the impartiality of 'Judges, for they were chofen 
^by ballot^ and aded upon oath, ne would not urge the dif- 
ference in this particular;, but, fay the other iide> a Com- 
mittee may be added lothc fcruiiny ; then, why, if we are 
to have ajCommiiieeat laft, not to go into it at once } Oh ! 
but, fays the >nobl^ Lord, there are thofe who argue that a 
rfcrutiny, which is to laft three years, is as good as a Com- 
^mittee. AtCommittee has delay >too, for that will t^e tfour 
or .fijc months. Will it ? then ftiftme on yon, for not going 
<at once to ^at^tribunaly which is to wafte fo much time of 
the Parliament rto which the deciiion belongs ! /It is curious 
to fee the ipanner in which gentlemen praife Mr. Grenvillc^s 
«bill, at the time when they are taking pains to elude it« 
Mr. Grenville's aft is every thing that it ought to be for the 
purpofe : it has {found its wayi fay they, to general renown, 
^as the moft iinpa^tial means of diftributing juftice in election 
trials' apd yet, qf all things, thery feem eager to avoid ithis 
mode of decilion. Nay^ the very preamble of this aft feems 
to have furnifhed them with the means ^f.the .fcrutiny. 
The preamble ftates, that, ** Whereas complaints . are £re- 
' ^ quently made of erroneous elcftions and returns, be it 
*^ cnaaed," &c. Here then we fee that nothing but the 
Very idea they have hit upon could have rcfcued the Weft- 
minder eleftion itom the influence of this aft. If they had 
..made a double return, as fuggefted by the learned gentleman, 
the matter muft be tried : if they had even returned the can- 

2 . ' didate 
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didate who was the lowcft on the poll, it muft have comei 
before at Gocmnittce ; but, by making no return at all, they 
eluded that tribunal which they pretend at the fame time fo 
ardently to praife. 

The noble Lord who moved the amendment was exceed- 
ingly concerned that there fhould be a thought of fettering 
the mind of the High Bailiff by forcing him to make a re- 
turn without fatisfying his confciencc. It was undonbtedly 
very fevere ; but it was not more fo than many of the hard« 
fhips in the Statute Book ; and there was no greater feverity 
in the cafe, than that he fhould return what appeared to him 
to be the truth. Nothing could be more ridiculous than to 
iay, that Sheriffs were bound, and Bailiffs were not fo. It 
was argued, that the payment of witneffes in the fcrutiny 
was no impeachment of their veracity, as they were paid f6r 
their trouble in the courts of law ; but did it not flrike gen- 
tlemen, that in the one cafe their appearance was by com- 
pulfion from the court, which alfo ordered their payment; 
and that, in the other, both their appearance and payment 
was the confequence of contraft. He was very much fur- 
prifed with the manner in which they fpoke of Mr. Har- 
grave. He was flow, that was, he ftrove to be informed be- 
fore he gave judgement; a fault for which, with all his in- 
tegrity, he could not be forgiven : he had unconquerable in- 
tep;rity, very great refearch, unwearied induflry, and unim- 
pcached impartiality ; but he was not fo fit a man as others 
for the purpofe of the fcrutiny. With all his good qualities 
he was difpatched, and, like King Henry in the foog of 
Chevy Chace, upon hearing of his retirement, they ex- 
claimed, that twenty lawyers as good as he could be found 
•— twenty lawyers with lefs integrity, with Icfs induftry, 
with lefs impartiality, but ilill more fit for the office thaa 
Mr. Hargrave^ 

Mr. Sheridan replied to different arguments adverfe to the Mr. Sheri- 
motion, that had fallen from Mr. Bearcroft, Lord Mul- **"• 
grave, the Mafler of the Rolls, and other fpeakers. He be- 
gan with obferving, that they had that day been honoured 
with the councils of a complete g^radatioa of lawyers ; they 
had received the opinion of a Judg«^ of an Attorney General 
in p^tto, of an Ex-Attorney General, and of a praflTfing 
Barrlftcr, The encomiums paffed on his right honourable 
friend by one learned gentleman (Mr. Bearcroft) were fo ap-. 
plicable» that when the learned gentleman added, that, be- 
fides bis other great and fliintng talents^ his right honourable 

0^2 friend 
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friend flood diftin^uiflied for his boldnefs and candour^ for . 
hisquicknefs of dilcernment and good fenfe^ every body who 
knew his right honourable friend thought the learned gentle- 
man had really been fuccefsful in his defcription, and drawn 
a juft portrait ; but when the learned gentleman afterwards 
ftated, at the time that his right honourable friend profefled 
nioft candour he was then moil dangerous, and that he was 
to be the leaft trufted when he wifhed to throw him- 
felf into the arms of the Houfe, the learned gentleman com- 
pletely did away the refemblance, and proved that he was 
wholly unacquainted with the true charafter of his right ho* 
^ nouraole friend, who was not more remarkable for his fplen- 
did abihties than for the genuine liberality and unafiedled can* 
dour of his mind, and the manly, direa, and open condudt . 
that he had ever purfued. Had the learned gentleman's ftate- 
ment been cdrredl, his panegyric would have proved a fatire, 
9nd it muft have been underftood, that when he talked of his 
. right honourable friend's boldnefs, he meant his craft i and 
when he mentioned his candour, he defigned to charge him 
with hypocrify. It was not from fuch men as his right honou- 
rable friend that danger was to be dreaded. If the wolf was to 
be feared, the learned gentleman might reft affured it would 
be the wolf in flieep's cloathing, the mafked pretender to pa- 
triotifm. It was not from the fang of the lion, but from the 
tooth of the ferpent, that reptile that infidioufly fleals upon 
the vitals of the Conftitution, and gnaws it to the heart, ere 
the mifchief Is fufpefled, that deftru6lion was to be feared. 
"With regard to the acquifition of a learned gentleman, who 
had declared he m^ant to vote with them that day; he was 
forry to acknowledge, that from the declaration the learned 
gentleman had made in the beginning of his fpeech, he faw 
no great reafon to boaft of their auxiliary. The learned 
gentleman, who had with peculiar modefly ftiled himfelf a 
chicken lawyer, had declared, that, thinking them in the 
right with refpeft to the fubjedl of that day's difcuflion, he 
ihould vote with them ; but he had at the fam^ time thought 
it neceflary to aflert, that he had never before voted dii^ 
rently from the Minifter and his friends, and perhaps he 
never ihould again vote with thofe to whom he meant to give 
his fupport that day. It was, Mr. Sheridan remarked, a lit- 
tle fingular to vote with them prpfefledly. becaufethe learned 
gentleman found them to be in the right ; and in the very 
imofnent that he had affigned fo good a reafon for changing 
his fide, to declare, that in all probability he never, fhould 
Tpte viritb tbeip agaiUm He was forry, he faid, to find the 
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chicken was a bird of ill omen, and that its augury was To 
unpropltious to their futdre ihterefts. Perhaps it would 
have been as well, under thefe circumflances, that the chic- 
ken had not left the barn door of the Trealury, but conti- 
nued, fide by fide, with the old cock, to pick thofc crumbs ^ 
of comfort, which would, doubtlefs, be dealt out in due 
time with liberality, proportioned to the fidelity of the fea- 
thered tribe. Mr. Sheridan very happily introduced an ele- 
gant Latin quotation, which he addrcfled to Mr. Taylor, in 
this par,t of his fpeech. 

Laft year, Mr. Sheridan obferved, the Whole of the quef-^ 
tion relative to the fcrutiny depended upon the High Bailiff's 
confcience, which, it was contended, he ought to have time 
to fatisfy ; whereas this year it was evident he had ho con- 
fcience, at leaft none in his own keeping, for he had deli- 
vered it over to his affeflbr, as to a jury. This was the firft 
time, Mr. Sheridan faid^ that he had ever heard of a man's 
confcience being to be fatisfied through the fenfations of ano- 
ther. He had always heretofore thought that the confcience 
faw with its own eyes, and was afFe£ted by its own organs ;^ 
that confcience was the only thing one could not hear by 
proxy ; no letter of attorney would be of ufe jto it ; it was 
that which decided for itfelf, and would by no means admit 
of another's judgement to decide for it : as the High BailifTs 
confcience, therefore, had now been proved to be made of' 
transferable ftuflF, he hoped it would no longer ftand in the 
i^ay pf the Houfe's juftice, but that they would cxercife that 
difcretion wifely, which they had, in his opinion, exerciled 
ipoft unwifely laft year, and would put an end to that mife- 
Table, abfurd, and opprcfllvc inftitution, the Weftminftcr 
fqrutiny. A noble Lord, he took notice, had early in the^ 
debate faid, that it was a falfe idea that our Conftitution was 
injured by the abfence of two or more members from that 
Houfe ; but that jrhe fa£l was, the Conftitution required that 
no members fhould^ be illegally reftrained from attendingr 
tjieir duty there. This dodtrine, Mr. Sheridan faid, he wag 
perfuaded, was ill founded, and he believed h^ could con 
Tince the noble Lord that it was fo. In cafe of death, which, 
though an infurmountablc reftraint, was certainly not an ille- 
gal one. What fort of a language did the Speaker's warrant 
hold ? Let the noble Lord attend to the expreflion, and then 
^ik himfelf if he was not miftaken. Mr. bheridan here read 
thofe words, wherein the warrant affigns, as a reafon for its 
b^ing iflVed^ Xh^ e^ctr^nsie JKceiTity that the tioufe of popular 
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rcprdentetion Ihould be fall and complete 'when the bufincli- 
of the King and his People, the Church and State, are to be 
i^tated. 

There had fallen an exprefflon from the noble Lord" which* 
appeared to him, Mr. Sheridan faid, to be very extraordi- 
nary, and that was, in mentioning Mr, Grenville's bill, (to 
which, by the bye, the noble Lord had paid no great com«» 
pltment) he had talked of its having fCirmounted the oppo* 
ihion of the noble Lord in the bine ribband, notwitbfiandinn^ 
all his influence as a Minifter. This reminded him of a 
moft infulting farcafm, aimed at the noble Lord in the blue 
ribband a few days iince, by the right honourable gentlenian 
o^oiite to him, which had not a little furprifed him ; h^ 
nieant^ when talking of the terms ^* as a man and a Minifter ,'*' 
tiie right honourable gentleman had alluded to the influence 
of a Minifter in lofty language, declaring that he never ufed 
any but the honeft influence of his abilities, and the fervicea 
he might do bis country, though he chofe, at the fame time^ 
in'terms of farcaftic infult, to fuggeft that the noble Lord 
• in the blue ribband had ufed the influence of bribery and 
corruption only, wheohewas Minifter. At the time this 
was faid, Mr, Sheridan declared, he looked over to the Trca- 
fury Beneh to fee how fome of thofe felt who fat neareft the 
right honourable gentleman, who had formerly been; in the 
councils of the noble Lord in the- blue ribband, had fhared> 
his confidence, and who confeqoently muft have borne a part' 
in the farcafm, had it applied to the noble Lord. Perhaps, 
the other noble Lord had this day introduced the words ** as^ 
a Minifter," merely that he- might add to them, his decla* 
ration that the noble Lord in the blue ribband had ufed no 
other infiuence as a Minifter, ^han the fair influence of his 
own charadier and abilities, meaning at the fame time that 
the remark was a compliment, that it fhould alfo ferve to 
wipe off the farcafm of the right honourable gentleman from - 
thofeof the noble Lord's former friends, who were at this 
time fo faithfully attached, for no<:orrupt motive doubtlefs^ 
to the right honourable gentleman; Mv. Sheridan next took- 
notice of Lot^i Mulgrave*s declaration^ that Sir Cecil Wray 
was an honeft, plain man, who had no view but a feat in 
Parliament, if that was the cafe, what was Lord Hood, 
who had (hewn, by his condud that he was not very defirous 
of a feat there ? Mr. Sheridan commented on the ftrange 
oondudl of a man of Lord Hood^^ chara£ter, who certainly 
Siould a^ for bimfelf| an4 be ah«»vc-condefceading to be the 

tool 
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'tool of any fet of men whatever. He took occafion alfo trt 
.pronounce a panegyric on Mr. Hargrave, and fpoke of him 
in the moft handfome terms. He faid, he had no doubt in 
Jiis own mind but that Mr. Corbett was bound by the aft of 
.10 and 1 1 William^ and that it was a miferable (nift in thofe 
•who pretended that he did not come within the meaning of 
.that zGtf becaufe in its claufes mention was made geoerailjr 
of Mayors, BaitifFs, Under Sheriffs, &c. He fpoke of the 
abfurdities and inconveniencies that were likely to arife from 
.a frequent change of afleflbrs. At prefent the votes io St. 
Anne's had been decided upon by rules .and principles laid 
.down by Mr. Hargrave, while votes exaftly fimilarly cir- 
xumftanced, had been decided upon by Mr. Murphy m St. 
iMartin*8 pariih, on different principles. For what they 
rknew^ the High Bailiff might again change his affeffor ; pe^ 
"liaps.he might put his confcience in commiiiion, and deliver 
it into the hands of three attornies. He complained of the 
(icKUtiny on a variety of different grounds, and faid the pay- 
dng of ,the witndTes influenced their teftimony. The noble 
iLord had compared it to the payment of witneffe^ in courts 
lof joftice, whereas no two things could be more wide and 
diftin^* In the one cafe, that of the fcrutiny, there was no 
:f>ower to punifh falfe teftimony ; in the Courts of Juftice the 
witnefles give evidence upon their oath, in the face of a Court 
compeCttnt to puniih them, and liable to indictment for per- 
'jary* In like manner, was the Weftminfter ele£iion to go 
i>6fore a 'Committee of that Houfe, it would go before a 
-competent tribunal, before a tribunal armed with the proper 
(powers to enforce attendance, and infure difpatch ; whereas 
•the High Bailiff's Court, as it was called, could do neither ; 
-it was the greateft burlefque of a Court that ever was heard 
of, and a downright mockery of juftice. Mr. Sheridan faid, 
if they were to go on, and that Houfe was to be perfuaded to 
authorife a continuance of the fcrutiny, new deluflons moft ' 
be found out to induce the Houfe to come into a meafure, 
thart all the world would confidet as a meafure of miniftcrial 
tyranny. He trufted, however, that the Houfe would fee 
the matter in a very different light from that in which they 
faw it' laft year: they had then but juft come from their 
cledions ; and their minds were agitated and inflamed with 
the clamour that .had been artfully raifed againft the India 
bill. The cafe was now fomewhat different ; men's minds 
were cooler ; they no longer looked at his honourable fircnd's 
conduct through the optics qf prejudice. The^ had. revived 

the 



i» PARLIAMENTARY A. 178^ 

the recolldElion of his fteady adherence to the catiie of the 
people, and the caufe of liberty. They admired his confbtot 
exertions in fupport of the Conftitution, and they wilhed he 
Ihould be refcued from a perfecution, as difgraceful to thofe 
who tnftituted it, as it was vexatious and oppreffive to him. 
Before he fat down, Mr. Sheridan faid, he would addrefs a 
few words to the right honourable gentleman oppolite to him, 
not as a Minifter, but as a member of Parliament, a friend 
to parliamentary reform, a point of view in which he was 
happy to confider him ; he therefore wiflied to recommend 
to him fomething like a conliftency of condufV. When the 
right honourable' gentleman firft declared his intention of 
putting himfelf at the head of the friends to reform, Mr. 
Sheridan faid, he felt great pleafure, considering it as a moft 
valuable acquiiition of weight, authority, and ftreogth* He 
entertained the fame opinion of him in regard to reform, at. 
ever ; he had never doubted his fincerity ; and he declared 
he fpoke moft feriouily, when he aifured him, he gave bisi 
his entire confidence in that refpe£t ; a gift, perhaps, which 
•the right honourable gentleman might hold cheap, but he 
muft permit him to tell him, that the honeft confidence of 
one fincere and anxious friend of reform, though as humble 
and inligniiicant an* individual as himfelf, was worth all the 
rotten fupport of a whole herd of flatterers and foHowers^ 
attached only by their prefent interefts, and ready to change 
with the firft change of circumftances. Let him recommend 
it, therefore, to the right honourable gentleman, topreferve 
a confiftency of condua, and not while he was ulking of pa-*> 
rifying the reprefentation of that Houfe in general, to fuffer 
fo large a city as Weftminfter to ftand disfranchifed, and. de- 
prived of its right to reprefentation, without having com- 
mitted any one offence that merited or in any fort juftified 
fo fevere a punifhment. How Would the right honourable 
.gentleman like, as he drove through the fireets of that dis- 
.franchifed city, a few days hence, in his way to the Houie, 
to hear the people cry out, ** There goes the Minifter, who 
'< in his liberality is this day to give one hundred additional 
^ members to counties, and denies this city its legal and 
*« conftittttional privilege of two jeprefentatives !" Let the 
right honourable gentletnan avoid this, by joining him that 
day in fupport of the original queftion, and let not the 
eleSors of Weftminfter again undergo what they underwent 
laft year, the unconftitutional violence of being taxed while 
they were deprived of their repr/efeptatives^ and of having 

the 
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the money taken out of their pockets without their confent,. 
which he could not confider other, than as monftrous an in- 
fringement of the firft principles of the Conftitution, as could 
pollibly be committed. He hoped, therefore, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman would be one. of the foremoft in fupport 
of the qucft^on iirft moved, and when he urged his anxiety 
to prevail upon him to lend the qiKftion his fupport, he 
really fpoke not as a party man. [A loud laugh.] Mr, 
Sheridan repeated what he had faid, and declared be was ac- 
tuated by no feelings of political party in his condu£b tt^at 
day. As a party -man, he fliould be ready to exclaim^ 
** Long live the fcTutiny !" Every friend to his connet51ions, 
actuated folely by views of party, muft wi(h the fcrutiny to 
go on. The right honourable gentleman would find he waa 
right in what he faid, if that Houfe could be perfuaded, 
which he truftcd would not be poflible, to do To abfurd, and 
fo unjuft a thing, as not to order the High Bailiff to make an 
immediate return to the writ. In that cafe, the fight ho- 
nourable gentleman would find the fcrutiny would entangle 
him every ftep he took ; it would be perpetually in his way, 
and would fooner or later throw him down. 1 he fcrape he 
iiad got into, his friends were forry tcrfee, and, to his know- 
ledge, heartily wifhed him out of it. Let the ri^ht honou- 
rable gentleman recoiled, the path of recantation was not a 
new one to him ; he bad trod that path more than once. — 
£Mr. Pitt faid, acrofs the Houfe, in what, or when ?] Mr, 
Sheridan anfwered, lafl year ; when the coal tax was given 
up ; when the price at which the navy bills were to be paid 
off by the fubfcribers was altered, the right honourable gen- 
tleman having at the fame time declared, that he gave up that 
to clamour which he had before obflinately refufcd to reafoa 
and juftice. He had conceded in that inllauce, and upon a 
wretched plea ; he might alfo be faid to have retraded in 
regard'to his India bill, for there certainly could not be a 
bill mov6 unlike the bill he had opened, than the right ho- 
Aourable gentleman's Eaft India bill of the laft year was, 
when it paiTed. Having faid this, Mr. hheridan once more 
preffed the Chancellor of the Exchequer to accompany him in 
leading the Houfe out of its error; let them all tread hack , 

the miftaken road they had taken, and if the right honou- 
rable gentleman woulcf put out his power as a Minifter, and 
knd them the flrength of hisarguments as a man, he faid, 
he would anfwer for it, they would honeftly meet him, and 
be fure to carry their point. 
VoL^XVIL R Mr. 
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Mr. Chan*. Mr. Chancellor Piu then rofe, and obfcrvcd, that the 
c orPitt. ^jjjQjpjg of the noble Lord, whohad fpoken early in the de- 
bate, ihould not tempt him to prolixity ; nor fhould the di- 
grelfions of the hopourable gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) and 
the obfervations which he had ftudioufly produced, lead 
htni to the confidcration of matters that had not the moft 
diftant conoeftion with the fubjeft. As to what the 
honourable gentleman had indulged his w[i in, refpefting the 
fubjeft of recantatioii, he (hould leave it chearfuUy to the 
recollcaion of the Houfc, and (hould fuiFer him to indulge 
the career of his humour and good nature, without any de- 
viation. He had acquired too, much experience of their at* 
tacks upon his temper, his difpofition, and his feelings, to 
be fenfible of any forencfs at them. There were, in his view 
• of the matter, two queftions before the Houfe, which, con- 

fidering the variety of his digreffions, there was little caufe 
to wonder the noble Lord had entirely overlooked ; his Lord- 
fhip had been fo mi^cb flattered with the echoing plaudits of 
his fcrutineers, that he had forgot to confider what was im- 
mediately before them ; firft, the legality of the fcrutiny it- 
ielf ; and fecondly, the neceflity for a farther continuation of 
it. The firfl", indeed, had been fo fully agitated, and fo 
'often difcuffed the laft feflion, that any farther inquiry into 
it would at prefent be quite needlefs, [a cry of Hear ! hear ! 
■ from the Oppofition Bench ; on which Mr. Pitt faid, he was 
happy the noble Lord's friends were^ at thatlaie hour of the 
night, fo verjr ready to allow him a hearing] on a fubjeft, 
refpefting which their minds, as well as that of the noble 
Lord, were made up already. The firft qucftion he fhould 
therefore wave. The fecond was a finiple one in reality, 
though it fpread into a variety of branches ; it was, whether 
from the evidence before the Houfe, there was vifible caufe 
to alter the refolutions of the laft fqflion ? In difcuffing this 
point, he declared that he fhould take no notice of all the 
Vague and unfupported afTertions thrown out by gentlemen on 
the other fide. They had on various points begged tlie qucf- 
tion ; he fhould coniSne himfclf to argument, to evidence, 
and to known faft. The Conftitution had been faid to be 
violated in the inftitution of the fcrutiny, and the rights of 
cleftion overturned ; btft let that violation, and that de- 
flruftion be proved ; or let it be proved that the Houfe could 
have afted otherwife, and he fhould plead guilty to his fhare 
in that tyranny, that injuftice and opprefGon, which had 
been echoed in his ears* But that language would be found 
3 inadequate 
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inadequate to the purpoftd end : it would ferve neither to 
conciliate or intimidate ; nor would be likely to convince, 
when coming from a party concerned, in the peculiar fituation 
of being able to plead his own caufe. For .what was the cx- 
preffion of the honoorahle gentleman who fpoke laft? He 
had repeatedly faid, " our voters, our witnelFes ;" at the 
fame time he conjured the JHoufe to be perfuaded that he did 
not a£t or fpeak from party motives ; and aflured it that he. ' 
belonged to no party ! To cenfure, and even to abufe a re- 
folutiop of the laft feffion,.Mr. Pitt urged, was improper 
and indecent, when the neceffity could not be adduced for al- 
tering or amending that refolution. The original legality of 
the fcrutiny could not be doubted ; it had been folemnly de- 
cided in the Houfe of Commons; all that was liable to ,ob- 
jeftion was the continuation of that fcrutiny, from circum* 
fiances that may have occurred fincc the laft feffion. The 
arguments of the Oppo(ition againft the legality of the fcrutiny 
had been examined and found deficient ; for the law of Par- 
liament enjoined the Sheriff to make return of the writ on 
the exigent, when the eleflion was completed ; but not fo, 
when it was in an unfinifhed ftate., the prefent aftual ftate 
of the Weftminfter eleftion. The legality then of the fcru- 
tiny muft be acknowledged. All that could be called in 
queftion was the propriety of continuing the refplutions of 
the laft year. In order to confider this, he faid, he (hpuld 
premife, that tlie Weftminfter fcrutiny was e^ftablifhed on the 
principle of fuch a number of bad votes having polled, that it 
was doubtful who had the legal fuperiority ; and alfo for the 
fatisfaftion of the confciencc of the High Bailiff". The ob- 
jeftions againft it were, that it was not effeftual — that it 
fhoutd rather be referred to a Committee under Mr. Gren- 
• ville's bill — that the poll itfelf was a fcrutiny, and therefore 
that the latter was fuperfluous— that it was a partial mode of 
inveftigation, and an intolerable grievance to the city of 
Weftmmftcr, which was by means of it kept unreprefented. 
Now, with regard to its inefficacy, the High Bailiff^ had 

fone through a fourth part, in which two or three hundred 
ad votes had been found ; when the whole was gone through, 
it might be found, that in the fame ratio the bad votes would l 
amount to eight or nine hundred. Who then could queftion 
the efficacy of the fcfutiiiy, or wonder at the doqbts of the 
High Bailiff? This officer had a general fufpicion of bad 
voles ; but, according to his own evidence given before the 
Houfe, a particular one in the parilhes of St. Margaret and 

R 2 St. 
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St. John's. Was that doubt fuddenly done away f 1>iid he 
made any difcovcrics in thofe two parifhcs ? The exammation 
of the votes in thofc fufpcftcd pariflics, he averred, was fNre- 
vented by Mr, Fox and his party. They had ufed every 
means to protraA the fcrutiny in the other parifhcs, where 
the votes of Sir Cecil Wray were 10 the proportion of five to 
three, and where from that circuniftance» and frbm the cir- 
cumftance of their being the pari(hes lead fnfpeSed by the 
^ returning officer, it was no wondor it nearly as many had 
been ftruck off from Sir Cecil Wray as from Mr. Fox. But 
the bad votes of the one, no lefs than the other, proved the 
propriety of the fcrutiny ; every vote of Sir Cecil Wray's that 
. Mr. Fox attacks, was an additional argument for its necef^ 
iity. It had been urged, that the poll itfeFf was a fcrutiny^ 
Now this aflertion had been amply refuted by the bad votes 
that had been dctefted iince the conelufion of the poll. Wc 
had alfo been told that the fcrutiny was vain and inefFe£tual * 
that the High BaililT had- no power to compel attendance^ to 
commit to prifon for contempt, with other judicial privileges ; 
but, on the fame grounds, the poll likewife muft be futile • 
as on the poll, he was no more poffeffed of thofe powers, than 
he was afterwards in the fcrutiny. ** But/^ fay the advo- 
cates on the other fide, '* we do not believe in thofe bad. 
▼otes, nor will we believe till you produce them.'* A curious 
argument this, that they nriuft be brought forward^ who 
^ cannot be found, and thofe againft whom the only obje£lion 
is* their non-entity cannot be ftruck off till they areproduced. 
If the fcrutiny is ineffeftual, was not the poll, which is fpo- 
ken of in fuch fatisfaftory terms, the fame ? As to the 
fuppofed grievante to the city of Weftminfter, in being: de* 
prived of its reprefentativcs, would it not be preclfely the 
fame,' if the bufinefs were brought before a Committee of 
the Houfe. But no grievance^ real or fuppofed, fhould urge 
the Houfe to difpenle, by a vote, with- the known laws of 
the land ; by the fame argument, all the laws uf ekfiion 
might be violated through Mr- Grenvllle's bill. The great 
xnifchief of the fcrutiny had proceeded from its delay; and 
for this delay he could affign two caufes : the firft was the 
fpiritof procraftination in Mr. Fox; the fecond, the unfit- 
nefs, for he fhould fpeak out boldly and frankly, of Mr, 
Hargrave for the office of affeffor to the High Bailiff. He 
had as great a refpeft as any man for the talents of that gen- 
~^ tleman, bur they were, he was concerned to (ay, by no 
means oi the proper kind. He had a great depth of know- 
ledge. 
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Udge, a pcrfcft acquaiiUancc "^ith the antiquities of the law, 
which he had learnt to convert to the caufes that came before 
him, and knew how to apply the fyftcm of his own court 
(of Chancery) to the method chalked out in the Court of 
Scrutiny. His labour aod induftry were unremitted, and 
his fagacity fo great, that he could confound and perplex, 
af)d render that unintelligible to' hifiiicif, which was clear to 
all the world befide, with great profeffional dexterity. And 
as to his propenfity to let form get the better of expedition, 
they themfelves, though they were not in the wretched un- 
protefted condition of the High Bailiff, though they had 
jJower to fumjnon, and commit, and a ferjeant to execute 
their orilers, had, to their great forrow, experienced it; and 
had, when he was at their bar, undergone corporeal tefti- 
mony of the matter. He ihould, fpeaking freely and boldly 
of perfons, whether abfent or prefent, declare, that Mr» 
Fox had himfelf occafioned the principal delay of the fcru- 
tiny. His objcftion to going into the parifhes of St. Mar- 
garet and St. John, according to the propofition of the High 
Bailiff, was, that he bad not noade (o much preparation z9 
his advcrfary. Yet three nsonths elapfed, while the exami- 
nation was going on in St. Annc*s parifh, and yet he had not, 
in that irrterval, prepared himfelf to meet Sir Cecil Wray'a 
objefttons. But if he had been perfecuted by the fcrutioy, 
how much greater would have been hi« perfecatioo, had the 
queftion been brought before a Committee, where Sir Cecil 
Wray, as all complainants in all courts were allowed, would 
have ainied his attacks at the parts he (hould judge moft vul-*^ 
jicrable. The High Bailiff began with St» Anne*s, from 
precedent, and then propofed St. Margaret's and St. John's ; 
but this Mr. Fox objefted to, as partial. The High Bailiff 
was then prevailed upon to proceed by lot, and the invefti- 
gation of bad votes was warded off as long as poffible from the 
parifhes the moft fufpefted. This was, indeed, to be ex- 
pelled from Mr. Fox ; it was natural for him to wifh, that 
a^ little progrefs as poffible fhould be made in the fcrutiny in 
a given time,, or, in other words, that the fcrutiny fhould go 
on with all pra£licable flownefs. Thus did Mr. Fox make 
en uareaionable objection to an eflablifhed rule of all courts, 
even of Eleflion Committees, under Mr. Grcnville's bill, 
that the petitioner Ihould be allowed to produce his charges 
in the form and fucceffion that he might judge moft expc- 
dient. Mr. Pitt then recommended, as they could not re- 
medy the pftft, that fuch delay in future flight be obviated ; 

one 
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one ftepwas arready taken towards it, in the removal of the . 
formef judge ; more might be done towards the fame end, by 
, convincing the High BaiiifF, that he was not under the ne- 

ccffity of fubmitting to the will of both parties; f©r the bu- 
finefs was carried on lets for the gratification of the parties 
than for the fatisfadlion of his own coiiifcience. A more ex- 
peditious mode of trial might alfo be contrived. It bad been 
ftated, that five fpceches were made by the Counfel upon 
every cafe; but thefe might be reduced to three, by which 
two fifths of the fpeeches at Icaft upon trials would be ftruck 
off. But perhaps it would be found, that three fpeeches on 
every cafe were not neccflary. The proceedings at Elc<aion 
Committeesmight be imitated, where tUey fpoke only to the 
general tenor, and examined evidence as to the particular 
fadks ; and, in the Court of Scrutiny, there Ihould be lefs 
occafion for fpeeches than in the Committee, there being a 
lawyer as judge in the former ; and none, at leaft profeifionally 
fb, in the latter. He then fuggefted a method of clailing the 
votes, retaining the fpeeches at the beginning and end of the 
examination of each clafs ; by all which the bufinefs might be 
greatly expedited. 

The plan alfo of infpeftors might be adopted, which was 
propofed ty Sir' Cecil Wray ; but, according to hifi uniform 
fyftem of deUy, objefted to b^ Mr. Fox. Thefe infpeftors 
nvere to examine into the exiftencc of the voters. Tbis^ 
perhaps, it Would be faid, would conflitute perfons who^ 
might be incompetent as judges ; but they were not to judge 
of law, nor of faft, upon any thing but the evidence of their 
fenfcs. Another propofal was alfo made by Sir Cecil Wray, 
which might henceforward be put in force ; not to admit any 
Counfel on either fide, but when the aficifor fliould judge 
it neceflary : this was, likewife, objcSed to by Mr. Fox ; 
and from what the Houfe had already heard, they would not 
doubt his motive for the objeftion. But what would prove ftill 
more clearly the retarding fyftem of Mr. Fox, and when he 
refleded on it, he could not withhold his aftoniihment at the 
tragictales of tyranny, perfecution, and cruelty, that he had 
heard from th^ other fide of the Houfe, the repeated declama- 
tion made by the right honourable gentleman, that every hour 
the fcrutiny continued was a flab to the vitals of the Confti- 
tution, and that under fuch accumulated vengeance he (hould 
Ijetray the feelings of a man, if he preferved the decency of 
a member of Parliament — Was the propofal lately made, by 
him, that the alidfor fliiould continue an hour and a half each 

day? 
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day ? He (hould be concerned at being obliged to have rc« 
courfe to pejpfonal reBefltons, but he could not help decla- 
ring this propofition to be a mockery and an infult. Yet he 
could readily anticipate an argument to juftify this propofal 
from the other fide, and could almoft read it in the looicsof 
the right honourable gentleman over againft him. This 
might tend in the iffue to prevent delay, by preventing the 
introduction of a new affeffor, who would have all the bufi- 
neft to re-commence, and a fyftem to rc-eftablifh. This, 
however, was rendered futile by the declaration of Mr. 
Murphy, who profeffed his intention to be regulated entirely 
by the precedents eftablifhed in the time of his predeceffor : 
bcfides, as Mr, Hargrave had declared his refolution to go 
no farther than the parifh of St. Martin ; at all events, it 
only tended to haflen the change about ilx weeks fooner than 
in the ordinary courfe it would have happened. That pro- 
|>ofition he would call the tnoft monftrous proof of an invin- 
cible defire in the right honourable gentleman for procrafti- 
nation* An argument might be farther adduced, that all the 
attempts would be vain to accelerate the fcrutiny, fince, if 
queftions were not propounded by counfel, they would be fo 
by friends ; and, indeed, proofs had been given on the for- 
mer night, that there were a good number ready to perplex 
and harrafs evidence. 

As for the witty obfcrvations of the former fpeaker, on the 
High Bailiff being guided by, and borrowing the confcience 
of, another, it was not an unufual or extraordinary circum- 
ftance. A high, judicial officer was frequently in the fame 
predicament, for it was well known that afleffbrs were fre- 
quently called into the Court of Chancery ; and a noble 
Lord, a particular friend of the right honourable gentleman, 
with all his legal Ikill and profound wifdom, might, when 
he was in power with the right honourable gentleman, have 
had occafion to refer to the judgement of another, a caufe 
in his Duchy Court of Lancafter. With regard to the aflcr- 
tion that the High Bailiff had, in his examination yefterday, 
declared that his confcience was cleared, and that his mind 
was fo far fatistied, that he had now no pretence for defer- 
ring the return, he would aver the contrary ; as the High 
Bailiff had, on being interrogated, expreffly faid, that he had 
ftill his doubts refpefting the merits of the eleftion. As to 
the queflion put to Mr. Murpliy by a noble Lord, and the 
anfwer made to it, he did not think the latter fhould have 
any weight whatever with the Houfe; for if they were 

guided 
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guided by the opinion of Mr. Murphy, who tfcooght the 
affair would be beft tenuinated before a Committee, they 
vvould really have adopted the method of fettling their coa- 
fciencss by the means of an afleffor. Yet, however impro- 
per this queftion might be to Mr. Murphy, the noble Lord 
iliould, lince he was determined to propofe it, have folio wed 
it up with another. . He Ihould have afked how the bufiacfs 
was to be brought before a Committee upon Mr. Grenville's • 
aft. No one reverenced that inftitution more than he did ; 
but he would neverthelcfs maintain, that it was a tribunal to 
try an eleftion, not to make one. And what return could 
the High Bailiff make ? If he made any, it muft be a dou- 
ble return^ in which cafe the city of Weftminfter would re* 
main unreprefented, and the candidates under the fame into- 
lerable grievances as before. Was an eleftion to be tried be- 
fore it was completed i and how could, an eleftion be com- 
pleted till the return was made ? Nothing, be obfervcd, 
could be of greater confequence to the fafety of the Confti- 
tutioHj than prefeiving the juft feparation of jurifdiftlons, 
and preventing one from encroaching upon anothei-. He 
ihould, /or his own part, prefer the Court of Scrutiny as the 
more conftltutional court to try an imperfeft ele&i on before 
that fcrutiny was inliitutcd ; but furely much more ib^ after 
it had hiade fo great a progreft. Belides, peculiar difadvan- 
tages would attend the^ Committee. It would be neceilarily 
chofen from the members of the whole Houfe ; one h^lf of 
whom were dlfqualified by having voted. It muft aUb ter- 
minate with the feflionj^ and leave all the buiinefs to be gone 
over again in the enfuing one; and who could fay that all 
the neceffary inquiries might be made in one feffion ? He 
profcffcd hiiabfelf fp great an admirer of Mr. Grcnvillc's 
Committee, thajt Jbe hoped no matter might be brought before 
it which would difgrace it. He concluded with recommend- 
ing foQie reforms in the fcrutiny; fuch as abolifhing the ne^ 
celfity which the High Bailiff had hitherto. fubmitted to, of 
taking the counlel of both parties, and transferring fome 
f>art of the power and privilege of the Houfe of Commons^ 
.^r at leaft protefting it by their authority. For the proprie- 
ty of this delegated power, he argued by analogy, from the 
praftice of other Courts. He conjured the Houlc not to ex- 
plain away the law ; but if alteration fhoulU be found requi- 
iite, if the vitiated conduft of a poll (hould have placed cer- 
tain defefts in a more glaring light than they were before ex- 
hibited^ to amend and correft it ; but not by fuperfeaing the 
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law, and confounding fcparatc jurifdiflions, Ihake the fouri-» 
dations of the Conftitution, and render, at once, the rights 
of the People and privileges of Parliament infecure. 

Mr. Wyndham (of Norfolk) contended, that the argument Mr. Wynd- 
urged in favour of the High BailiflF, that he ought not to ^*^* 
.make a return till he had completely fatisfied his confcience, 
and made up his mind, went too far, and as it was ftated, it 
was fallacious. The writ undoubtedly direfted the High 
Bailiff to proceed to an ele£tion of two members, and if his 
confciehce was not fatisfied on or before the day on which 
the writ was returnable, there was a clear path for him to 
purfue, in which he would have been countenanced by ail 
inen. He had then to return to the Sheriff all the candidates, 

Eiving as a reafon for fuch return, that his confcience was not 
itisfied, and then the matter would have come fairly before 
the tribunal, competent to try its merits. It was not true 
that the High Bailiff was forced to return two members on - 
the exigency of the writ. A double return was allowed by 
that Houfe, in cafes where the returning o£5cer was not fatis- 
fied in his confcience. A complete and corredl return was 
not demanded. — If it were, and if that Houfe fhould coun- 
tenance, by its decree, the new dodlrine, that the return 
muft not be made till the confcience of the returning officer 
was fully fatisfied, that Houfe might in future be deficient 
of half its members. He obferved, that though it was 
feemingly the obje£t of the Minifter and his friends to relieve 
the High Bailiff from as much care and trouble as poffible^ 
jret the very direft confequence of the fcrutiny, and of the • 
tnftrudtions propofed to be given this night to him, would ac* 
tually raife new difficulties and increafe his embarraffments. 
He had been diredted, in the firft inftance, to take fome time 
to confider and examine his poll, that he might, by private 
inquiries fatisfy his cbnfcience, and then make his return ; but 
the Houfe having ordered him to proceed in the fcrutiny^ 
impofed a new talk upon him ; and though, before the fcru- 
tiny had been approved of hy the Houfe, the Bailiff might 
have made his return when he had fatisfied his confcience^ 
yet the fcrutiny having been once commenced, he muft not 
fatisty his confcience only, but alfo his judgement ; fo that as 
he could not fatisfy his judgement without fcfutiui^ing his 
poll ; fo whilft there remained a voteunfcrutinized, he courld 
not make his return : it was clear, therefore, that the Houfe 
itfelf, in feeming to promote expedition, had aftually thrown 
additional obftaeles in the way, and created urifaeCeffary delay ; 
fbi though It would have been fuffieietit for the Bailiff to 
VoL.XVIl. % have 
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have fatUfied his conrcienceat the outfet,,he muft now fatisly 
bk)th his conlcicnce and his judgement. --- An expreffion had 
• dropped from the Minifter which he thought very alarming 
indeed ; it contained a dodlrine likely to be the prolific parent 
of numberlefs inconveniencies and roifchiefs. It feemedt 
according to the right honourable gentleman, that the cir- 
cumlbnce of there being bad votes on the poll of a candidate, 
was a good ground for the fcrutii^y ; if this was the caf^, 
there Was not an eleftion for any county or populous city in 
the kingdom which ought not to be the lubjeft of aTcrutm]^ 
for he was fure there was not an ^leftion for ^ny fuph places, 
during which perfons had not been permittedon t)Oth£des to 
poll, without any legal qualification for the exercifeof fuch a 
franchife. At Norwich, where he had the honour to have 
been eledled, he was very fure many bad votes had been given 
both to him aad to the rival candidate ; and if the number of 
fuch voters, admitted to poll at Norwich, was lefs than the 
number of the like voters who had polled in Weftminfter, it 
was becaufe the grofs number of the inhabitants were lefs in 
the former than in the latter. But there was another expref- 
fion which alarmed him ftill more ; and that was, *^Tbat h 
*« mattered not on which fide the bad votes had been polled, 
** if bad votes had been received." This was a good ground 
for demanding a fcrutiny j this was an alarming dodlrine in- 
deed ; for if It was once received as found and parliamentary, 
the legal reprefentatives of every populous town in Englaird 
might be kept out of Parliament for years together, by the 
, moll infamous combination between a Minifter and profligate 

tools In the fhape of candidates, who having contrived to get 
fome bad votes on the poll even for themfelves, might then 
demand a fcrutiny, which might be carried on for years, 
though a decided majority of legal votes ihould be on the fide 
of the candidate againft whom a fcrutiny fhould have been 
granted. For thefe difFerent reafons, he declared hts intention 
to withftand the introduftion of fuch fatal doftrines;' to re- 
. fid the amendment moved by the noble Lord, and fuppoij, 
' with his vote, the original motion made by the right honour- 
able gentleman, [This was Mr, Wyndham's firft fpeech.3 
Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox begun a fpeech of confiderable length, with con- 
gratulations to the Houfe on the accelEon of abilities they 
had found in the gentleman who fpoke before him. He then 
adverted to the various fpeakers againft the motion, and an- 
fwered their feveral arguments. He reprobated the do£lrine 
of tord Mulgrave, that the Weftminfter fcrutiny had no- 
thing to do \yith a reform in Parliament. It had to do, he 

faid. 
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faid, with the reform of Parliament, and was a fubjeft which. 
every real.lover of reform muftcountenance, fmce it amounted 
in reality to the disfranchifement of the city of Weftminfter, 
and' with that of every other popular place in the kingdom* 
He obierved, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had very. 
dogmatically declared, that every one who went before him. 
had fpoken to every thine but to the queftion really before the 
Hoo(e ; he would not difpute the right honourable gentle- 
man's fplendid abilities ; he never did it, he never would do 
it : indeed it would be abfurd in him to difpute what he him«* 
ielf had al way s> acknowledged, what the whole Houfe admired; 
indeed' it would be no lefs^ abfurd than to difpute the right ho- 
nourable gffntleo^n's confidence in thofe abilities. The right 
bofloaraUe gentleman fet out with faying, that he wa» too 
daUcb upon- his guard to fufier himfelf to be betrayed by any; 
tetfiptationyr taufe perfonal afperity to any one: he wifhed 
that his protedations and. his obfervations, upon other men 
liftid been a^ little lefs at variance; for he was fure every one 
who had heard the right honourable gentleman's remarks upon 
Mf» Hargrave,. would think that he abfolutely forgot his re- 
icdution not to ufe afperity towards any man : for his own 
paiKt'he would fay, that he had never heard a more unmerited 
attack upon any one. That gentleman had been praifed, as 
being oifeof the moft learned, the moil able, the mod inde- 
fatigable and laborious perfons of his profeffion ; but it would 
fbem^ as if ability, learnirm^ -and diligence, were not the re« 
quifites for aif awffisr ; for tli^ Houfe had been told that other 
peWbns would be found much better qualified for the office ; 
their qualifications not being founded oif d^uality of profef- 
fional knowledge, learning, and induilry with Mr. Hargrave; 
people Would be apt to inquire in what thefe qualification^ 
might confift. In his opinion, integrity was one of the moft 
neeefliiry ia adjudge, and he was fure that Mr. Hargrave pof« 
feflfid it in an eminent degree; he believed alfo that Mn 
Murphy was a man of integrity ; but who could tell 
that' he would long continue in his prefent office ? And what 
a leflbn^ ^<suld the Minifler's fpeech of this day be to his fuc- 
eeffi>r in adviiing the High Bailiff? Would it not fay to him 
in plain terins, oneaflfeiTor of inflexible intent y has been re- 
moved; his fituation had been previoufly rendered fo difagree* 
able to him, that he could not, cenfiflent with his own dig« 
nity, remain any longer in his office; and to crown all, 
bavmg reiigned, was hekl up in an odious or ridiculous light 
bf'the Miniiter. . WaAnot.fhis as tiauch as to fay, if an a&f* 
ibr fliall prefiime to think for bimfelf, he iMl be publiciT 

Sa ridiculed. 
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Ridiculed, reviled, and reprimanded; whilfl, on the other hand^ 
the courtly, the complaifant afleflbr, who may come here- 
after, may learn the- way to gain the favour, the countenance, 
and the ifmiles of the Mihifter; no trifling confiderations with 
men who muft look up to Government for advancement or 
promotion in their profeffion. Mr. Hargrave wai charged 
oy the right honourable gentleman with having been himfelf 
very inftrumental in caufing the delay of which there had 
been fuch complaint ; he would afk, if fince Mr. Murphy 
had taken his place, the fcrutiny had been conduced with 
greater difpatch? The contrary was notorioufly the truth. The 
right honourable gentleman could free the High Bailiff from 
the fuppofed neceffity by which he thought himfelf bound to 
make no new regulation that (hould not meet with the ap- 
probation and concurrence of both parties. Now he would 
be bound to fay, that the moft eifeftual way to procure dif- 
patch, would be to induce the parties mutually to agree to re- 
gulations ; and in this Mr. Hargrave was extremely ufeful, 
as from the conciliating difpofitionof that gentleman, both par- 
ties had been often induced to concur in refolutions, to which 
they previoufly had entertained flrong objeftions, but which 
they were perfuaded to relinquifh, by the engaging andfoothirig 
manners of Mr. Hargrave. It had been feid laft year, and 
had been repeated that night, that non entitles had been ad- 
mitted to poll J and that the fuppofed or oftenfible inhabi- 
> tahts, if the expreflion might be ufed, of perfons not iri ex- 
iftence, had been ftated to be principally in St. John's and St, 
Margaret's. To the firft part of this he would reply, that 
they muft be credulous indeed who could fuffer themfelves to 
be led away with the idea, that puppets or figures fluffed with 
ftraw had been produced and admitted to poll at thehuftings; 
for without this, their idea of non entities polling was nonfenfe, 
for it muft be fuppofed, that (ov every name fet down in the 
poll books, fome entity had aiftually appeared at the huftings. 
Now he thought it might be very eafy to account for the 
notion that had got abrbad relative to non entities having been 
polled. When a great many perfons were aflTeitibled at once 
to vote, more than one at a time might give in their names 
and places of abode ; and in the confufion the name of the 
voter might have been fet. down right, but the habitation of 
one might be fet down in the books as if it were that of an- 
other : and, therefore, when inq[uiries were made for Peter in 
a ftreet, of which, by miftake, he was in the poll books fet 
down as an inhabitant, and was nbt found there, it was the 
\ fafluon of the day to call him a non entity; but it by no means 

follpwe4 
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followed that be had not a good vote, hecaufe by a miflako 
he was fet down as an inhabitant of one ftreet, when he really 
kept a houfe in another < and indeed this was not an imagi:- 
narj cafe, for it had adtually happened ; and a vote was 
ftnick off from the poll, becaufe he could not be found in the 
ftreet fet oppofite to his name in the book ; and yet he made 
it appear ta the fatisfaftion of the High Bailiff himfelf, that 
he had as good a vote as any in Weftminfter. 

Having premifed thus much, he begged leave to fay fome- 
thing upon the law of the quefllon, and he hoped he (hould 
not leave the right honourable gentleman at liberty to fay 
vrith truth, when he fliould have concluded, that the legality 
of the fcrutiny ftood unimpeached. What he had to fay wa« 
reducible to the following heads : Statute Law — the Pradkice 
of Parliament — and the Reafon of the Thing. He contended 
then, firft, that by ftatute, the writ was returnable on the day 
fpecified in it; and this would appear clearly from the aft of ^ 

Henry 6th, by which an adlion of debt was given to a perfoi* 
aggrieved by any return ; the aft provided that fuch aSion 
however fhould be brought within three months after the 
meeting of Parliament. Our anceftors, who formed that aft, 
nauft have looked upon the meeting of Parliament, and the 
return of the writ, as convertible propofitions ; or it woulJ 
have been abfurd in them to give a man an aftion which 
could be fo eafily defeated, if the praftice introduced by the 
prefent Parliament had prevailed in the days of Henry the 
6th, for the Sheriff not making any- return till three months, 
or as it might be in the prefent cafe, three years after the 
meeting, no a£lion could be brought againft him, becaufe by 
Jaw it muft be brought within three months after the meeting, 
or not at all. The next ftatute he would mention, was that 
of William III. which made it abfolutely neceflary that the 
Sheriff fhould makehis return on or before the day of meeting. 
In this furely was virtually included every inferior returning 
officer, who by making their returns to the Sheriff, muft en- 
able him to obey his writ, and tranfmit it to the Crown Of- 
fice in due time, before the opening of the feffion. It had 
been (aid by a learned Judge (the Mafter of the Rolls) that 
a writ for the eleSion of a burgefs during the fitting of Par- 
liament was not returnable within any limited time.. Thfe 
difiference between that and the prefent cafe was very ftriking: 
the King was fuppofed to know beft when a new rarliament 
ought to meet, and, therefore, he fummoned it to meet <m 
the day which appeared to him moft proper ; and it was ne- 
peflary that the Commons ihould be fully reprefented before 
-' ' Parliament 
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Parliament proceeded to make laws ; but it wacrdifierent with 
fefpe£l to a vacancy made by death in a Houfe of Commons 
already fitting ; for the fame reafon for difpatch not prevail* 
kig, the 3& of William UL required only- that the return 
£iould be madef w^ithin fourteen days after the ele£kion : but 
by the new mode lately introduced^ a fcrutiny might be de* 
manded of ordered, and as it was the continuation of the poll 
or eIe£lion, t^e actual clofe of the poll not being, deemed ar 
coneluiion of the eledlion, the precept might be held even 
fer years by the returning officer, notwithflanding the a£t o£ 
William III. He next maintained that a fcrutiny, protrad^^d 
beyond^ the exigency df the ^^tir, was^coQtrary to the unU 
&rm and invariable pra6tice of Farliamenit. In the great Ox* 
ferdfhire ele6lion» the SbcrifF granted a fcrutiny^ which lafl- 
ed till the da^r before his writ was returnable, and then cloTed 
jti contrary to the wi/hes and intreati<es of tlie parties that 
bad demaffided it : he then returned, all the' four candidates : 
.Mie HouCe was not angry with the SherifF* on the contrary^ 
h fat fr6m day to day to determine who ought to have been 
returned as tne fitting members, and pronounced in favour 
of Parker and Turner, and againfl Dafliwood and Wenman* 

Laflly,. he faid it was contrary to the reafon of the thing ; 
f0r;if it was left in the power of returning officers to protrad); 
the return as they pleafed (and W'ha could find fault with or 
punilh them, when they declared -inexorable confcienceto be 
thie caufe of the delay ?•) a* packed-Parliament might meet for 
iltameful purpofes ; the members of Old Sarum, MidhurfE, 
Thirfke,, Knarefborough^ and the like, would take their feats» 
whilft thereprefentatives of Weflniidler, Liverpool, Briflolj 
Wewcaftle, and every populous plaosy were not yet elcA«l.! 

A fcrutiny in itfelf was not a meafure intO' which a return- 
Ufg officer was bound to go, except in the city of London9 
iwhete a provifion Was made for it by a fpecial ai^ oC Parlia* 
ment ; if be w^s, why was not the Sheriff of Bedfordfhire pu- 
hiflied by the Houfe for refuiing it ; why did not the Houfe 
call to account the returninj^ officers of Southwark, Lancaf* 
ter» &c. who had^fo refufed to grant a fcrutiny ? And here 
•he begged leav« tx> remark, that the do&rine broached by the 
Tight honourable gentleman, ^'* that,- let the bad votes be on 
•* which fide "they might, a fcrutiny ought to be granted," 
was truly dangerous ;. for in cafes where the majorities weve 
Very 4cnail, as- in Bedfordfhire, where it was only of one^ 
md in Southwark where- it coaflfted*of eleven, &c» &ic« a 
fcrutiny demanded by the perfon who had the minority^, and 
grant^^ wou^ keep the legal members out of their ^s, the 
.^ ' ' ' . ele£lor$ 
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eledors unreprefented, and leave the members of decayed 
boroughs to tranfa<£l the buiinefs, for yrhiehfuch a Parliament 
might have been packed. He had not a doubt then, that ae 
this -fcrutiny was contrary to ftatutelaw, to the praflicedf 
the Houfe of Commons immemorially, and to ahe reafon of 
the thing, the only objedk that the Minifter could have in 
view was, to harrafs and perfecute an individual^ whom he 
had honoured, by diftinguiihing him from among a nonlbar 
of others, to make the vi6lim of his refentment. He had 
always wiihed to ftand-well with the Tight honourable genr 
tleman : he remembered the day he had firft ^ongratuiatfl^ 
the Houfe on the acquilkion of his abilities ; At had been his 
pride to fight fide by fide with*him the-battles of the Confti^ 
ttttion, little thinking that he*would one day defert his prttv* 
ciplesy and lend himfelf to be the inArument of 'that fecret 
influence, which they had both combated fo fuccefsfully« 
He might have been prepared to find a formidable rival in tne 
right' honourable gentleman ; a rival that would leave him far 
behind him in the purfuit of glory ; but he never could have 
expelled that he would have defcended ib low as to be tlie 
perfecutor of any man. ** I fancied I faw," faid Mr. Fox, *• fo 
** much generofity of foul, fo much elevation of mind, that 
*^ fo grovelling a paifion could not have found an afylum in 
•*« his breaft. If he thinks that it is merely for a feat in Pa^- 
** liament that I am contending, he knows me not; but'I 
** was willing to take the hard talk of fiemming tl)e tiiJe 4i 
*^ mifreprefentation, that had artfully and ftudioufly been 
^*^ difleminated through the kingdom : 1 was defirous that tUe. 
**' citizens ot Weftminfter, to whom my public meafur^s 
^ were heft known, who knew even my private foibles, as 
«<* I had been bred, and had always lived among them, fhoukl 
*<< pafs judgement on my political condud, and proud I aiti 
<< of the muQ, which has taught the more difiant parts of tlie 
" kingdom thiit thejwere mified/' As to the eledion for 
XtrkwaU, It was owing, he faid, to an accident ; and he de* 
dare^, upon his honour, that after he had heard the greateft 
ornaments of this cemitry had been facrificed to the popular 

Erejodfces^whea he heard that Lord John Cavendtfli had 
een^rown out by the citizens of York, that General Con- 
way and Mr J Coke had loft their eteftions, he was forry that, 
by am^dfbn for any other place than Weftminfter, he had 
been-r<4ri>ed of the glory of fuffisring in fuch company. He 
faw plainly, he (aid, that it was a pecuniary conteft, and that 
his friends were to be tired out by expences. The fcrutiny 
on both fides could not coft lefs than 30,000!^ a year : this 

was 
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was edougb to fhake the bed fortuoes; ; His own laft /hilling 
might be eafily got at, as he was poor ; but ftill, little as he 
had, he .would fpend to the laft {hilling: if, in the end, he 
Ihould lofe hJ5 eleftion, it would not be, he well knew, for 
want of a legal majority, but for want of money ; and thus 
would he, perhaps, be deprived of his ri^ht, and the eleCiors 
of Weftminftcr of the man of their choice, becaufe he was 
-ijot able to carry on a pecuniary conteft wit;h the Treafury. 
He would not, however, withhold from them tb^ fatisfaftioa 
of knowing, that however zealous he and his friends might 
be, protraaion muft overcome them. His perfecutors had 
.only to be ftubborn, and they muft fucceed. He faid that he 
confidered the prefent meafure, with refpeft to Weftminfter, 
as a fuccedaneum to expulfion. The cafe of the Middlefex 
cle£tion, which had been fo much reprobated, had at leaft 
the merit of being more manly ; for here they accomplifhed 
the fanije end of expulfion, without daring to exhibit any 
charge againft the perfon whom they expelled. It had been 
alledged that the bad votes had, on his part, been poured 
forth from the parifhes of St. Margaret and St. John. 
Without dwelling on the circumftaqce, that this had been 
iaid of every parifii in its turn, he would appeal to the good 
fcnfe of the Houfe, and alk them whether they thought him 
or his agents fo abfurd and impolitic as, even m the fuppod- 
tion of their ufing fucb means, that they fhould confine 
themfelves to one parifh only ? Would the:y not at leaft have 
• mixed their votes, and fpread them over all the pariihes, that 
|liey might the more probably pafs unnoticed ? Thofe who 
.If^ere willing to charge his agents with the iniquity of fuch 
means, would hardly fufpedk them of the folly of fuch an ai^- 
rangement of the plan. Suppoiing that by the calculation ojf 
there being two hundred bad votes in one -fourth part fcrutU 
nifed, that in the end there would be eight hundred bad ; was 
that any proof that his opponent would have ja majority i 
Had any of the proceedings warranted fuch a belief? Certainly 
they had not; and when the Minifter, who, inftead of an 
advocate, flioukl haveadledas a judge, mentioned St. Anne's; 
parifli, he fhould alfo haye mentioned St. Martin's ; but that 
he porpofely forgot, becaufe it would ihake againft his calcu- 
Jation. In St. Anne's, where he ftated the difierence to be 
as five to three bad on the fide of Mr. Fqk, it was eafily cal- 
culated, and would be found to. bp as feven to five ; therefore, 
even fuppofing that §ir Cecil fhould ftrike off feven in every 
hpndrfd of what he had polled, and he only five ou of every 
hiiiidrt J of his opportent's, ftill h^ flioiild have a majority of 

onq. 
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One hundred ; for by that mode Sir Cecil would ftrike off four 
hundred and thirty -four, and he fhould ftrike oft' three hun- 
dred ; but in St. Martin's parifli the difierence, on the grofs 
amount of the poll, was hot more than thirty, and the num* 
ber difqualified on each fide would be equal. But if the doc- 
trine was fuflered of returning officers having a right to make 
no return, on a fcrutiny being demanded, and the appearance 
of bad votes would be fufficient grounds to demand a fcrutiny, 
it would be in the breaft of Sir Cecil Wray, or any lofing 
candidate, to pour in bad votes, on purpofe to give a colour 
for a fcrutiny, and by that means keep a gentleman out o^ 
his feat for three or four years. Among the various parlia- 
mentary reforms, which the Minifter was pledged to bring 
forward, was one for fliortening the duration of Parliament; 
but by the maxim adopted, the eledlion would laft longer thaii 
the Parliament. The Committee who tried the Bedford pe- 
tition, did not think themfelves bound to go into the merit o^ 
the petition, but decided the one vote in difpute, and made 
their officer make his return ; fo in every cafe that ever came 
before Parliament, the like cuftom had been purfue(J. The 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt} had been, he faid, ar-i 
guing on falfe fads and abfurd hypothefes, and had not 
chol'en to mention the delays occafioned by Sir Cecil Wray's 
making wanton objeftions to votes that he could not fuftain. 
And he muft fay of Lord Hood, that he had been rather pa- 
tient and fubmiffive, if not negligent of the interefts of thcS 
city which had fo handfomely honoured him with their 
choice, in not ftriving to do them juftice in fo far at leaft a^ 
his own feat was concerned His election was unqueftioned 
by all fides, and yet, under the fame ridiculous and unwar- 
rantable meafure, healfo was kept out of his feat, and Weft- 
minfter continued totally unreprefented. He concluded with 
declaring that if, to his aftonifhment, the Houfe ftiotild be 
fo far infatuated by party as to fotget this night what wds due 
to the rights of eleftion, and the purity of reprefentatibn,, 
the queftion fhould not fleep. He afTured them it ihould bci 
brought on in one fhape or another again and again ; and he 
had no doubt ultimately of feeing them come to a determina- 
tion favourable to the reople. 

Mr /Dundas fpoke to the following effeft : — The right Mr.Dundaj 
honourable gentleman over the way muftexcufe me, if T for- 
bear froni entering into all the fubjeil^ which he has intro- 
duced into his fpeech. Situated as I am, it is neCefTary, 
However, that I' fhould fay thus much to him, in anfwer to , 
his vehement declamations againft the India Board ; that when 
Vol. XVIL * T the 
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ihe proper day comes, I (hall not hp afraid to meafufe fwordd 
with him on that fubje<9: ; but until then, 1 {hall take the li- 
berty to confider, and t am fure this Houfe will alfo confider, 
thcfe daily declamations againft that Board as mere, Wanton, 
coarfe obloquy, whidi the right honourable gentleman has 
got fuch 2 habit of introducing iipoii all poffible fuhjeiSls, 
that even the Weftminfter fcfutiny, however rertiote from 
the fubjedt of India, is not to be excepted. 

Wfth refpeft. Sir, to the charadter which he has drawn of 
the right hotiourable gentleman near me, the bcft anfwer 1 
can give him is, by reducing all his high-flown language upoa 
that fubjcft into common fenfe and plain EngUfli ; and I 
would then a{k any man in the Houfc, whether the fum and 
fubftance of all his declamations on this head are more or lefa 
than this — that when firft he difcovered the right honoura- 
ble gentleman's rifing abilities in this Houfe, he was car-^ 
neftly defirous of conne6ling him with his party ; he was 
anxious to take him under his prote£l:ion and tuition ; but a^ 
foon as ever he found the right honourable gentleman unwil- 
ling to fubmit to his trammels, and determined to think for 
himfelf, from that time he had refolved to fct him down for 
the moft haughty, co»rtipt> unconflkutional, and dangerous 
man and minifler that ever this country had produced. It is 
juft thus indeed that the right honourable gentleman over the 
way has at all times thought proper to monopolife all pa- 
triotifm, all public principles, all love ©f liberty, to his own 
j(ingle felf. — " I am the palladium of the liberties of the 
** country, I am the champion of the Conftitution, I am the 
** only man of the People, I am the finglc AtT^s of this free 
" ftate.^ — This, Sir, is the language^ and thefe are the pre- 
cife arguments which the right honourable gentleman applies 
now, and always has applied, to all debates, at all times,, 
vpon all fubje<£ts, againft all Minifters, in all the exigencies 
of his cafe. He accufes my right honourable friend of pre- 
fumption; but I appeal to any man whether the panegyric 
which the right honourable gentleman has this day made on 
himfelf, did not confift of praifes fo profefe and extravagant, 
and of flattery fo grofs, that I am fure there is not one of hi» 
friends that would have had the indecency to load him, hisfore 
his face, with half the praifes which, in this moment of 
boafted modefly, he has thought it fo becoming to heap upoa 
himfelf. 

If, therefore, I Ihould feel a little infenfible both to the 
praifes which the right honourable gentleman heaps upoq 
himfelf, and to the abufe which he pours upon u% (of which 

certainly 
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certgiinly I bayc the hjoqour to receive po fmall IhareJ I hope, 
$ir. I h^ve explained yvhat it is fha^ has rendered me thus 
iCajlous. The time was, when his invefiivcs fell with feme 
fenfible force and efficacy on the ininiflerial band whom he 
was pppofing^ but when I fee him pouring forth alternate 
praifes ^d ei^fcrations on the fame men, according as they 
are his political friends or foes, he muft excufe my telling 
bim that all his violence, all his farcafms. and all his infults, 
are not capably of irritating any one ^ngle paflion in my 
^teaft ; and I may hope fven, that in the viciffitudes of po- 
litical affairs, the time perhaps may come when I may be re- 
cofiQaenfed for all the groffnefs of th«fe declamations, by the 
fnolt uaj?6unrfe4 panegyrics on my virtM^s, my talents, and 
ipy political chara£ter. In the mean time, my mind is at 
perfe^ i^fe, bec^^pjTe I know, an.^ all the world Jcnows with 
me* that the right honourable gentlemfin cpnfiders the a&ion$ 
^bA cb;ara£lers of public men as thitigs entirely fubfervient to 
bis own political views, nay, an4 %Q .hi$ views at the mere 
fppmcnt when be is fpeaking. 

r;^viag faid thus much on the fubjeft of the India bill^ 
09 jtne refpc6liye charadlcrs of th? two right honourable 
gentlemen, which I have been fo necefTarily led to do, 1 ihali 
confine myfelf now to the true qaeftion before the Houfe : 
and, jn the firft place, fince the right honourable gentlemaa 
is for eye)r exclaiming how the Conftitution i$ violated,^ I 
mail h^ and infiftpn a plain anfwer to this plain queftion— * 
Whptb.er, in the eleftion of Vandeput ^nd Trentham, the 
Conftitution was not juft as much broken as now ? That 
fcrufiny, Sir, lafted for fifteen months, and this has lafled 
fight months. Where were then the violated rights of tlje 
ele^ors of Weftminfter ? Where was then this ruin to th^ 
Conftitution ? 

Was not Weftminfter juft as much unreprefented as now? 
Were not taxes laid on the inhabitants of Weftminfter, with* 
put their confent, juft as now ? Was not every evil, every 
inconvenience, every outrage on the Conftitution, as fla* 
^aiU in that cafe as in the prefent ? And yet, Sir, if we look 
mto the debates in thofe times, we find not one fyllable was 
ever uttered about the danger to the Conftitution, not one 
fyllable of all that language which is fo familiar in the mouth 
of the right honourable gentleman on this and on every 
queftion. It is faid always, that that was an eledion in the 
cafe of a vacancy by death, and this on a general eleftion ; 
but what difierence does that make to the Conftitution i 
JSir, I do maintaioi therefore, that the Conftitution is likely 

T a - to 
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to go on as well after this fcrutiny in the city of Weflmin? 
her, as it did after that of Vandeput and Trentham ; and 
when the right honourable gentleman tells us, 'that in his 
capacity of champion of the Conftitution, he cannot fit filent, 
he cannot reft, he cannot fleep, until the vote of the Houfe 
is refcinded, and the outrage is repaired,^ I (hall afk him how 
he has ilept fince the year 1750 ; for it is ridiculous to con- 
tend, that the circumftance of its having been then a vacancy 
by death, and not by general eledtion, can be any falvo tq 
the rights of the Weftminfler eleflors, or aqy fafeguard to 
the Conftitution. 

Why, Sir, fuppofe this eleftion had happened, in either 
of thofe two cafes, when Weftminfter became vacant by the 
right honourable gentleman's becoming a Secretary of State, 
Weftminfter might then have fuffered precifely the fame dif- 
f ranch) fem'ent, and the Conftitution have had the fame wound 
which it has received, and yet all would have been exafbly 
according to law and according to precedent ; and in truth; 
5ir» if we examine the refpeSive hiftories of the times, we 
Jhall find a great refemblance in the two cafes, and in the 
two eleSions. There were then the fame exertions, the 
lame contentions of the ariftrocracy, the fame intrigues as 
tiow. Both the great men and the g^eat women of the coun- 
try were feen to ufe the fame coridefcenfions in both cafes ; 
and I will add, that there were the fame affe6ted delays in 
Both cafes; in point of delay, however, therq has been this 
aifference^ ^^t. i'^ the year 175P, above 1400 votes were 
ifcrutinized in five months, and in the prefent cafe not two 
jiundred have been gone through, even in the enormoXis time 
bf eight months. Will any man then deny what one of the 
refolutions in the amendment takes notice of? That this 
Houfe is not fatisfied th.it there has been no ynneceflary delay- 
in the fcrutiny ? And^ Sir, I appeal to any man, whether it 
has riot been' proved dt'your bar, that it has been the willi, 
the deCgri of "i^r. Fox to' procraftinate the decifion of the 
fcrutiny. ' » - , . 

The High Bailiff has told you, Sir, that he all along un- 
derftbod St. Margaret*s and St.' John's to be the pariflies 
where the chief fulpicion lay ; and I maintain, that he had a 
perfcfl rjght, without the con fen t of either'of the parties, to 
nave 'proceeded firft to thofe parifties : but Mr. Fox, he tells 
you, infifted that this would be a partial arrangement, and it 
was agreed to ballot which parifti fhould come firft. It i$ 
known, that the pariflies in queftion come next' ^n turn, 
and 1 would appeal therefore to the common fcnfe of th6. 

' Houfe- 
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Houfe, whether it is not reafonable, natural, and by all 
ineans expedient, that the High Bailiff* ihould be per- 
rnitted to purfae his fcrutiny, at leaft into this parifli, 
being informed at the fame time, that as foon as ever he is 
capable of. fatisfying his judgement, he is at perfedl liberty to 
fnake his return. * ' ^ 

The Hpufe has already gone the length of determining a 
fcrutiny to be legal, even after the return of the writ, ihould 
the circumftance of the cafe demand it ; and truly, Sir, how . 
much more dangeroys would it be to the Conftitution, if it 
ihould become a fettled point, that all fcrutinies.are unlawful, 
and that if a fufficient number of men are found, who will 
take their oath at the huftingS, every writ miift be inftantly 
xnade up, however notorious the invalidity of votes may be, 
and muft be thrown upon the table of this Houfe. The 
truth IS, that the right of voting in Weftminfler is not fuflSi- 
ciently afcertairred, and a bill is wanted, therefore, for this 
pUrpole ; but. Sir, we muft not decide againft the law of th'e 
land ; we muft not contradift the analogies of law in thefe 
cafes, we muft permit fcrutinies, where the neceiUty of them, 
in order to form a right judgement, is clear ; and if dny thing 
IS wanted,, in order to expedite and facilitate fuch cafes in 
future, a mw law muft be made for the purpofe. 

Mr. Fo;^ rofe again, and faid, the honourable and learned Mr. F^; 

fsntieman might entertain himfelf and the Houfe with abufing 
im as much as he pleafed, but fo far at leaft as the repre- 
ifentative of the eleclors of Weftminfter, he felt too grate- 
fully for all their kindnefs to him, to ftand tamely by while 
they were abufed in the groffeft and moft groundlefs manner. 
The affertion, that he had ever ufed the eledlors of Weit- 

• minfter as the inftruments of fediticn and fa61ibn, fince he 
liad the honour to hold a feat in the Houfe as the reprefeq- 
tative of that city, was a direft falfehood. He never had en- 
tertained the moft diflant idea of fo indecent d liberty, arid 
hnd he had the prefumptlon and the folly to attempt any thing 
like it, the elediors of Weftminfter had too much fenfe, too 
much loyalty, and too proper q. regard for confiftency, and 
.the preJerying of a line of condudl becoming peaceably, but 
fpirited arid refpeflabie,* citizens, confcious of their own rights, 

' and jealous of their prefervation, to have fubmitted to fo im- 
i)rpper and fcandalous a pioftitution of their partiality to- 
wards fo unworthy an individual as himfelf. Mr. Fox faid, 

• the honourable and learned gentleman had repeatedly ipif- 
quoted the evidence of the High Bailifi; Mr. Hargrave, and 
Mf. Rlurphy, and upon that mifquotation had grounded much 

abufive 
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tAn^Y^'^Tgumsf^t ^|id felft iK^fpning- Thi^s he would prove 
py moving, that th.e whole of the* evidence might be read 
through, were it not fo late ^n hour,, that he would pof add 
^o the fatigue of the Houfe^ by detaining them for any fuch 
purpofe. 
Mr. Dun. Mr. 27«»^<ii rofe again^ and declared, that in his opinion, 
#is. the honourably gentleroan> fipce he fat for Weftminfter, had 

ufed the electors of that city as the inflrument^ of his fedi- 
tion. ]t was hi^ opinion, and he fliould perfift in declaring it. 
Mr.LeMc. Mr. U JMeJfuri^ having been referred to by Mr, Fox in his 
ft»*«f. firft fpeecb, by a queftjon relative to thfe n^imbcr of bad votes 
in Soiithwark, thought it,inpua)bcnt on him to rife aijd ex- 
plain, Mr. Le Mefprjpj: {^id| i( i^as rather a delicate ques- 
tion, as he was a fitting nfieip^er againft whom there was a 
petition depending, nor cpuld he mdeed anfwer. He iaid 
farther, a$ Mr. Fok h^ tenne4 him a gentleman of Indian 
connexions, he felt it neceflary to fay, that the only Indian 
conneiEtions he bad, weri^ thefe : he was a proprietor of Iridia 
ilock^ and bad the honour to have a feat at the Dirediqa 
£oard» but he had no conne£Upn, civil or military, in Indi^; 
neither had he the ilighteft expectation of forming a connec- 
tion in Afia, by fenJii^ out a brother, a fon* a nephew, or 
any relation whatever* Mr* Le Mefurier faid, be had been 
drawr^ into public life much earlier than be had ever thought 
he ihould be, and, ynwprtby as he. was, theeledtors of South- 
wark, whofe interefts he flipujd ever think it bis duty moft 
fedulo^fly tp^ attend to and proippte, had done him ijie hp- 
|ioi|F to ejedl biip their reprefenti^tiye in Parliament. 

The queftipn being loudly ««Jled for, the ftrangers were 

iefirfd to withdraw* 

Mr. Martin rote afterwM^> 9nd fpoke for a few minutes. 

^ The queftipn was then pijt, " That all the words after the 

** word « That,* ftand part of the motion," Upon this the 

Uoufc dlviAjd^ 

Noes - - 174 
Ayes - ^ 3[3jj 

Majority 39 

The queftion was then put on the aqiendment, and carried. 
The following words were mpved to be inferted in the middle 
of the amended motion, after the words ^' as it might have 
been,** <' Although the High BailiflF and Mr. Hargrave have 
^' informed the Houfe, that there has been no culpable delay^ 
** nor has there been any prafticable plan fuggefted for car- 
^ r jittg it on with greater expedition^'* 

' . Thi^ 
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This farther amendment was negatived. 

The High Bailiff of Weftminfter was irtjillediatdjr calM 
fb the bar, and the refolutrons contained in the motion juft 
carried, were read to him by the Speaker from the chair. 

The High Bailiff beggtfd to be Indulged with a copy, which 
was drderSl to be made ont fot him. 

Colonel ^hzpafrick then rofe, anJ gave notice, that as hi Col Fitz* 
thought it his doty to have f h^petition he had prefetited a few patrick. 
days fince ffotft the electors or Weftminfter fully difcufled, 
he ftiould procure a |n-oper petition from th^ dledlofs, ptaying 
that they might be heard by courifel at their bar, and prefent 
it on an early day. 

Adjourned at half paft fix xh the mcfrning^ 

February 14. 

Lord Btanchamp fatal, as it was underflsood that in confe- Lord Betv^ 
quence of the teAifHon of the number of feamen voted for champ, 
the fervice of the year from 24,000 to z 8,000, and the pro- 
portionate redu^ion of the nombef of marines, there would 
be fome reducSiotl of marine officers, he thought it highly 
necefiary that an accoiifit of the intended reduction, in that 
inflance, flionld be prefented tto the Houfe, and laid upon the 
table. Hts Lordihip ftated the pra£lice whenr any redudlion 
of th6 army was about to take plaei^ and particularly adverted 
to the four regiments which it had been intended fhould hav6 
been reduced laft year, butwbicb^ he underftood, were now 
to continue on thd eftaUiihnMit ; he mentioned the manner 
ki which the intended redudtion of thofe regiments had been 
noticed ta the Houfe, and called u^n the noble Lord pp« 
polite to, him, oir fome meiAber of the Board of Admi<» 
ralty, to ftate why a fimtkr oaode bad not been adopted in 
regard to the intended reduction of marine officers? 

Mr. Hopkins ftated the cuftomary mode ot proceeding Mr. Hop- 
where a redu£lion of marine officers was intended, which ^°^' 
fully juftified the condu£l of the Board of Admiralty in the 
preient inftance. 

Lord Mitlgrervf alfo reminded the noble Lord of the eflen^. Lord MijJ% 
tial diftin£lion between the militarjr and marine fervice with grave^ 
regard to officers. The officers in the army often purobafed 
their contmiffions under a fort of affurance, that the regiments 
they purchafed into ihould not be reduced ; whereas in the 
marine corps* the officers rofe uniforndy by lehidrity. His 
Lordfliip applied this remark to the circumft:ance aMiided to 
by the noble Lord, and thence maintained, that the. reduc- 
tion BOW about to be made was a reduction of courfe, and a 

3 xtdu£tioa 
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1*6(10611011 that wauld be governed by the ordinary modes of 
proceeding, when red ud^ ions in the marine corps, were deemed 
neceflary . 
Mr. Chan* Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe to obferve, that one hundred 
ccUor Pitt, xnembers not having attended on Friday, agreeable to Mr. 
Grenville's aft, the Houfe could not proceed to bufinefs ; 
confequently the orders, that then flood the orders of the day, 
were no longer in exiftence. Among others, gentlemen would 
recollefl, that there had been an order for the Houfe to re- 
^ iblve itfelf into a Committee upon the Newfoundland fupply 
bill i he meant therefore to move, that the Houfe did then 
' refolve itfelf into ft Committee of the whole Houfe on that 
bill ; but he did not intend to move to revive the order for 
the attendance of any perfons to be examined as witnefles, 
being fully convinced from, refledlion upon the fubjed, that 
fuch an examination was wholly unneceflary under the pre- 
• fent circumftaiices of the* cafe, and that the Houfe might 
^ith great propriety proceed to pafs the bill, upon the no- 
toriety of the reaions that rendered fuch a bill neceflary. 
The reafonis that had induced him to come to this opinion, 
Mr. Pitt fafd, he would not trouble the Houfe with then, 
but would ftate them in the debate, fhould the Houfe appear 
d^firous of hearing them. He concluded with the ufual mo- 
tion, " That the Houfe immediately refolve itfelf into a 
*< Committee of the whole Houfe on the Newfoundland fup- 
« ply bill." 
Mr AWer. ^^' Alderman JVatfon faid, he. had moved for feveral gen- 
Watfon. tlemen who were refpedtable merchants of London, and one 
of them a gentleman from Canada, to attend, in order that 
th^ might afford the Houfe that information that he con- 
ceived they ought to have, before they could judge of the ne- 
ceffity for paffing any fucH bill or riot. Thofe gentlemen 
were then attending, and would be able to prove at the bar, 
that no fuch bill was neceflary; thut the average prices of 
bread and flour in Great Britain had been confiderably cheaper 
than the average prices of bread and flour at Philadelphia, or 
in any part of the United States of America, for a flated 
; nuinber of years ; that this cbunti-y was fully able to fupply 

Newfoundland with bread, flour, and live flock ; but if by 
any accident the merchants here were prevented from fending 
out a proper fupply of provifions,.a very confiderable one 
might be drawn from Quebec, as good and as cheap as from 
the United States, and tliat confequently there could not 
exift any reaCbn why the trade of Great Britain and her co- 
lonies fliould be delivered over to a foreign power. 

.Mr. 
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Mr. Cruger rofe to controvert Mr. Alderniaii \Vatfon*s af- MnCrugcr. 
fertion relative to the province of Canada being capable of 
fupplying Newfoundland; he knew not, he faid, whether the 
motive for the aflertion was intereft, or prejudice, or that 
worfe impulfe, an inveterate attachment to the fpirit of mo- 
nopoly, for which fome of the Canadian merchants were re« 
markable, Mr. Cruger faid, he ieft the country only laft 
Auguft, and while he was in Philadelphia, two fhips, in 
which Mr. Blakes of London had a principal concern, cam^ 
thereto he freighted with flour for Canada, where there wa« 
a great fcarcity. The flour coft 13s. the hundred weight at 
Philadelphia, and fold for 22s. at Quebec. This was a faft 
which he well knew ; and in order to be more corredl in it, 
he had very lately feen Mr. Blakes in town, by whom hd 
was afTured, that a profit of forty per cent, was made upon 
the cargoes, Mr, Cruger reafoncdupon this faS, and urged 
the expediency of encouraging the United States to continue 
their commercial intercourfe with us as much as poflSble ; he 
faid our glory depended on our wealth, and that were it not 
for our commerce, we could not hav^ afforded to have carried 
on a war wich America for fix years together, at theekpence 
of one hundred millions of money. He fpoke, therefore, as 
a merchant, whofe attachment was to Great Britain alone^ 
and who regarded her profperity as fuperior to every other 
confideration. He declared his wifli, that thebill might 
proceed as it was. 

Lord North faid, the prefent bill did not turn upon any U. Nortk, 
general principles, that would admit of general reafoning^ 
but upon fa6ls. The Houfe had. heard an aflertion of the 
worthy Alderman's contradlded by an aflTertion of the ho* . 
nourable gentleman who had juft fat down: here, therefore, 
was aflTertion againft affertion ; the fadl was at iflfue, and it 
remained for the Houfe to try it. As no way could be 
adopted fo proper for afcertaining which aflertion was the true 
one, as hearing evidence, he hoped there would not now be 
any objeftions made to the worthy Alderman's propofition, 
and as the witnefles were ready to be examined, he hoped the 
Houfe would call them to the bar. 

Mr. Hold/worth explained the nature of the prefent bill, and W' Hallfrr 
its origin : he fpoke in fo low a tone, that we could not hear ^®'^ * 
one half he faid. We heard him, however, ftatc, that all the 
parties interefted in the fubjeil of the bill, viz- the merchants 
of London, the merchants of Poole and Dartmouth, and the 
merchants of Canada, had given evidence before a Committee 
of the Privy Council, and that the bill was a fprt of compro* 
niife among them all. . *. . 

Vol. XVII. U Mr. 
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HcFoa, Mr. J^JT denied, that the bill was any fort of compromife, 
ts was evideot from the prefent oppofition to it on the part of 
the merchants of London, and the Canadian merchants; but 
from what the honourable gentleman had faid, he conceived, 
that the Houfe was called upon to give Government confi- 
dence upon their aflbrance that what had come out before 
IJhe Committee of Privy Council, made tlie bill proper to be 
pafled. Now he was ready to give that confidence, pro- 
vided he was fare that fuch confidence was necedary ; and 
more than was neceflary to be given to Miniftry on any 
occafion by that Houfe, undoubtedly ought not to be given. 
[Mr. Pitt nodded afleot]. Mr. Fox declared, he for one had 
not made up his mind upon the fubje£t ; and before he did fo, 
be fhouid be glad to hear it farther difcuiled. He wi/hed^ 
therefore, that the worthy Alderman's witnefles might bo 
beard, and perhaps it would be neceiTary to hear the tefiimony 
of others ; not only thofe, who could fpeak on behalf of the 
merchants of Poole and Dartmouth, but alfo thofe who 
had a local knowledge of the ifland of Newfoundland. It 
might be proper to call Admiral Campbell to be examined, 
who could certainly have given the Houfe a great deal of 
information well worth their hearing ; indeed, he had fome 
thoughts of moving for that purpofe, but he did not know 
that the bill would have come under confideration that day, 
having eupcSted that the bufinefs of the army was to have 
been the fubjeA of difcuflion, and he did not chufe to give 
Admiral Campbell xht trouble of coming down to that Houfe 
on a fruitlefs errand. Mr, Fox added fome obfervations as 
to the want of any fort of proof that th^ Houfe had, that th* 
bill was at all nece£ary« 
Mr. Jen. Mr. Jentinfon thereupon rofe to give the Houfe all the in* 
ti«^ formation in his power, declaring at the fame time that her 
believed he knew rather more of the bill than any other gen- 
tleman, from having been one of the Committee of the Privy- 
Council who had in<|uired into the matter. Mr, Jenkinfoa 
recapitolated^what he had mentioned upon the fubjed^ laft 
Monday; repeating the fa£t of Admiral's CampbelFs having 
granted permiflion to fome fliips freighted with provifiont 
from the United States to unload, and difpofe of their freight 
at St. John's in Newfoundland, relating likewife the progrefa 
and ctrcumfiances of the inquiry it had oc^cafioaed here at 
faome* TheComtnitteeof Privy Council, he faid, had ex- 
amined witnefles fent by all the parties intereiled, and had 
lieard aflertions of the mod pofitive nature contradifled by 
aflbrtioos equally pofitively given ; at length, after along 
inqtilrj. It appeared to tl^m to be ah£aliitely neceflary ta 

€oma 



A, 1785. DEBATES. 143 

come to Parlhment with the bufinefs ; but, as the matter re* 
quired a great deal of .deliberation, it was tliooght prudent to 
prepare the prefent bill, (which was meant merely as a WU of 
experiment, to be in force for fevcn months only) and topaft 
it as a temporary meafure to quret the minds of all conceroed^ 
and to prevent the poffibility of Newfoundland's beiag again 
diilreileid for proviiions as fhe was the laft year, in confer 
quence of no provifions having been fent out from home ( 
leaving the fubjeft open for fubfequent and ' more ferious deli^ 
foeration. Mr. Jenkinfoh ilated, that Canada one year, and 
that nearly ten years ago, had grown dnd exported vafl quan- 
tities of floar; but, from that time to thh prefent, £he liad 
been obliged to fend to Philadelphia andelfewbere to buy pro- 
vifions ; and that in fa£l Quebec \51as not a flour country. 
There was not much likelihood, therefore^ of Canada's beinr 
able to furniih Newfdundland with a complete fupply, much 
lefs with a fupply equal to what could be furniihed from this 
country. Mr. Jenkinfon complimented Mr. Fox on bis 
candour. 

Mr. Alderman fVatfon rofe to exjrfain : he declared he had Mr. AM. 
not gone fo far as to (ay, that Canada could furnifh a fupply Watfoo, 
equal to the fupply that could be furnifhed from this country* ^ 
but that when the merchants here did not fend out a fupply, 
a confiderable fupply might be obtained from Canada. The 
Alderman urged the propriety of the Houfe's hearing his wiD* 
nefles, who would prove what he had aflerted in his former 
fpeech, and declared that he did not merit any part of the in* 
finuation of an honourable member (Mr. Cruger) relative to 
interefl, prejudice, or an attachment to a fpirit of monopoly, 
for it was known he had been out of bufinefs above two 
years, and had no intereft whatever in the views of the Ca- 
nadian merchants, nor indeed in the fubje£b, farther than that 
^ duty as a member of the Britifh Parliament, bound to do . 
his utmoft for the prefervation of the commerce of the 
country. 

Mr. Cruger alfo rofe to expfein, and laid 9 few words in 
defence of his former fpeech. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe to ftate his reafons for deemir^ Mr. Chan- 
the examinations of the gentlemen then attending unnecef- cdlor Pitt. 
fary. He ftated firft the extreme neceffity of difpaich in paf- 
fing the bill, if pafled at all ; then the'impoiEbility in regard 
to juftice and foirnefs, to hear witneffes on behalf of one of 
the parties intersfted, unlefs they proceeded to hear the wit- 
nefles of the other parties, which could not be done without 
9 great accumulation pf delay ; and iaftly, tteit the prefent 
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bill did not at all affeft the intprefts of the feveral parties al- 
luded to, becaufe, confidering the exifting law to be, as h^ 
aflumed it to be, viz. that an unlimited iritercourfe between 
the United States and America was not prohibited by any 
known ftatute, if no bill paffed, a much larger field for com- 
petition would remain open, which could not but operate in 
a greater degree to the prejudice of the merchants of Lon^ 
don, the merchants of Poole and Dartmouth, and the mer- 
chants of Canada. 
Mr. Eden^ Mr. Eden faid, that though it was not peculiarly regular 
to dfsbate the propriety of admitting witneffes, when there 
was not yet any queftion for their admiffion before theHoufe, 
he believed it would ultimately fave time to blend that conii- 
deration with the difcuffion of the more general queftion for 
committing the bilL Gentlemen feemed to infer, that be- 
caufe it was a bill of great moment, they ought to proceed 
to the technical bufinefs of filling up the blanks without far- 
ther information ; that becaufe the Committee of Council 
had found it an inquiry of diflSculty, and open to much conr 
tradidlory evidence, it would be expedient for the Houfe not 
to be troubled either with inquiriesor evidence ; and that be- 
caufe the Committee of Council had fatisfied themfelves tbj^t 
fom0 meafure was abfolutely necej(&ry to fecure a plentiful 
and cheap fupply of provifions to Newfoundland, the mea- 
fure now brought forwards ought to be adopted by Parlia- 
ment without demur or hefitation ; and that the doors of the 
HoulWhould be kept fliut againft a crowd of refpedlable mer- 
chants belonging to the city of London and the province of 
Canada, although a reprefentative of London had declared that 
thofe merchants were defirous to be heard on the proceeding, 
as greatly afFefting both their perfonal interefts and the gene- 
ral interefts of the Britifh empire. An honourable gentleman 
had faid, that witnefles were unnereflary, becaufe it was no- 
torious that Quebec was not a flour country, and that flour and 
bread had been fent laft year from Philadelphia to Canada. 
It was a plain and true anlwer to this, that, from a fcve- 
rity of fcafons, there had been a fcarcity of corn laft year fa 
the province of Qiiebec ; and one objeft of calling wit- 
nefles, as ftated by the worthy roagiftrate, was to fhew that 
Quebec was this year well able to fupply the fifheries, and at 
half the price which was paid laft year. If Quebec was not 
to be a flour country, her profpeft was melancholy indeed ; 
for the unhappy and difgraceful, and unneceflary deftruc- 
tion, which had been made in all her hopes of the fur trad« 
by the provilional articles, had left her without any other re.f' 
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fource. Gentlemen h«d talked of wealth beiog a foundation 
of glory ; they would have exprelTed thcrafclves with more 
propriety, if they had talked of agriculture as the founda- 
tion of wealth, Refpe£table gentlemen from Canada were 
attending to Ihcw that the improvements ot their province 
^ould be injured by the propofed bill ; merchants of Lon- 
don requefted alfo to be heard ; and Parliament would refufe 
to hear ihera. There was in this fomething fo ha^-fh, fo un- 
becoming, and fo unprecedented, that he had attended to the 
reafons with peculiar anxiety, to find them fufficient, when 
known abroad. Thofe reafons all ended in this iingle pointy 
that receiving evidence would occupy fome lime ; and that 
it would be injurious to the hflieries if certain means of fup- 
ply were not immediately fettled. This argument might 
have come confidently enough from him, who contended 
that there was not at prefent any trade legally fubfifting be- 
tween the United States and the Colonies ; but it came 
ftrangely from thofe who faid that the trade and intercourfc 
was at prefent completely open, and not fubjefi to any limita- 
tions. This, however, was one of thofe confequences which 
naturally rcfult from the adoption of a miftaken principle. 
Befides, was it fo perfeftly clear that the authorifing Britifh 
Ihips to bring provifions from North America, would tend 
to make provifions more plentiful in Newfoundland ? Per- 
haps that very circumftance was mod likely to add to their 
fcarcity. The market of Newfoundland could only confume 
a limited quantity ; every thing beyond that quantity would 
be a lofs to the importer : and was it not probable, that the 
( Britifli market on this fide of the Atlantic, and the American 
on the other, might equally hcfitate, under the uncertainty 
of fending to a glutted market ? Such hefitation would in- 
creafe the fcarcity which this bill meant to remove. There 
was another objection ; the^ freights of the Britifh merchant 
would be Icflcned — the ^rice of his fifti muft be raifed. 
Another objcftion arofe from, the facilities to be given to 
fmuggling ; and another from thus quitting the old policy, 
and encouraging a refident inhabitancy of Newfoundland. 
Still, however, if the expediency were clear, it was at leaft 
right to receive the informations of the merchants upon it : 
was it to be feared that too much knowledge of the fubjeft 
would do milchief? Still farther, if it were urgent, it did 
not follow that the relief might not be given in another 
mode, and under the difcretionary powers of the Council, 
ivhich might be prolonged for that purpofe. He infifted 
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mucti 6d that) being extremely unwiliing to introduce fyf- 
tems, by %&. of Parliament, contrary to that monopoliiiDg 
fyftcn>, which, however defcribed by theoretical writers, 
inuft be confidered as the rock of falvation and ftrength to 
this country, under the preiTure of al) her debts and taxes. 
He would never confent tofwerve from that fyftem^. without 
being convinced of the neceffity. 
Mr. M. A. ^fr- Michael'Angelo Taylor* rofe to ftatc, that the merchants 
Taylor. of Poole wifhed exceedingly to know by what means New- 
foundland was to be fupplied this feafon, that they might 
then take meafures accortlii>gly. Mr. Taylor faid, the Poole 
fhips were now empty, their owners waiting to know what 
bill Parliament paiTed before they freighted ; and as the 
time for failing for Newfoundland was in the month of 
March, it was highly neceflary that the bill, if it were to 
pafs, might pafs with as little delay as poiliblc. 
Mr. Fox.. Mr. R)x rofe again, andfaid, it was evident that His Ma- 
jefty's Minifters had deemed fome bill neceffary, and had 
brought in the prefent with a view to learn what the Houfe 
thought of it. He had already faid, he had not made up his 
mind upon it. He really had not ; but thus much he was 
prepared to fay, that he did not conceive it would, upon far- 
ther jnveftigation, turn out, that a bill was the beft medium 
for furmounting the difficulty that had occurred. He thought 
in a cafe of that kind, as that Hi» Majefty's Privy Council 
were familiar with all the circumftances, it would have been 
better to adjuft the matter by a proclamation of the King 
in Council, efpecially as the object was avou^d to be a tem- 
porary experiment. He wiihed to know why it could not 
be done that way } 
Mr, jen- Mr. yenkinfon^ in reply, faid, the opinion of the Attorney 
kiftfoa. and Solicitor General had been taken, and they had declared^ 
that k could not be done by a proclamation^ as the ad, ena- 
bling His Majefty in Council to iflue proclamations for the 
regulating a commercial intercourfe between Great Britain 
and the United States of America, would expire before the 
objed of the prefent bill could be effefted. The law officers 
* of the Crown having, therefore, given a decided opinion, 
that a proclamation of the King in Council could not be 
ilTued with efFed, Government had no choice but to come to 
riiat Houfe, and bring in fome bill or other. 
Mr. Eden. ^^* ^^^> ^0 ^ ihoxi fpeech, ftated the words of the aA, 
and afked how Minifters could venture to iflue proclama- 
tions^ under the fame d^^ touching tiie Weft^Iodia Idlaodsj, 
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if it would not ferve for Newfoundland ? Mr. Eden al(b 
again argued oh the extraordinary conduft of ?hc Houfe 5a 
rcfufing to hear merchants of London upon a bill, in which 
they declared their interefts to be immediately concerned. 

Lord North faid, it had been an eftabllflied general princi- Ld,Mo«tlu 
pie that a mother country ought to hold the monopoly of 
trade to her Colonies ; but as there was no general principle 
which would not admit of deviation under peculiar circum- 
fiances, fo it probably would, in the infta nee of. Newfound- 
land, and he therefore fhould, he believed, vote for the prc- 
fcnt bill. But whenever a general principle was deviated 
from, the queftion was, to what degree the deviation fhoulci 
be extended ? In the prefent cafe, putting the fame con- 
ftruflion, for the fake of argument, upon the laws of trade 
as the honourable gentleman on the oppoiite fide of the 
Houfe did, he was ready to agree that a reftriftion of fome 
fort, with regard to Newfoundland, was neccffary ; bat thea 
the queftion was, bow far the reftri£tion jQiouId go ? Now^ 
whenever a general principle was fo far queftioned, that it 
was contended that the circumftances of any given cafe ren- 
dered it neceffary to be deviated from, the onus probandiy to 
what extent the deviation fhould be carried, lay on thofe who 
maintained that it was neceffary to deviate in any degree 
from the general principle. Upon the force of this reafon- 
ing, his Lordfhip urged the neceffity of hearing the worthy 
Alderman's witneffes. 

Mr. James I u/^^// contended, that our merchants did not Mr. Janet' 
carry on the fiflieries at Newfoundland^ but were merely the Luttrell. 
carriers of provilions there, and that confequently the per- 
fons to be fupplied were as much the objefts of confideraiion 
b«forc the Houfe as .thofe who defined to be heard. Mr. 
Luttrell produced cxtrafts from two petitions, which had 
been prcfented to the Houfe in 1774 and 1775, on the fubr 
jcft of fupplying Newfoundland ; the one from the mer- 
chants of Poole, the other from thofe (either of London or) 
of Dartmouth. He read thefe, and applied them to the 
prefent cafe. 

Mr. Elliot queftioned the confiftency of Lord North's ar- MnElll^v 
gument, ftating two parts of it coatradiftory^ He alfo faid, 
that the arguments of the gentlemen, who had objcfted to 
going on with the bill in its^ prefent ftate, feemed to him to 
amount to a confeilion that, as far as it went, they allowed 
th^ bill was good ; but tbat^ conceiving it might be ren- 
dered 
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. dcred ftill more beneficial, they were unwilling to take th© 
good^ that It confcffedly carried in it. 
Lord North explained, 

Mr. Le Mefurier ftatcd the fort of con neft ion thatfublifted 
between the iflands of Jerfey and Guernfey, and the ifland 
of Newfoundland, and gave the Houfe a circumftantial ac- 
count of the nature of the traffic carried on, and the mode 
in which it was condu&ed, deducing from the whole of what 
he faid fome arguments in fupport of the reafoning of his 
brother Alderman, 

The queftipn being loudly called for, the Speaker put the 
qucftion, ** That the Houfe rcfolvc itfelf into a Committee,^' 
which was carried. He was proceeding to put the queftion, 
** That he leave the chair," when Mr. Eden role, and dcfircd 
to know whether the worthy Alderman did not intend to in- 
fift upon, his right of moving, ** That the witneffes be called 
*< to the bar ;*' a motion which Mr. Eden faid would be, he 
conceived, more regular while the Speaker was in the chair, 
than after the Houfe had gone into a Committee. 

The Speaker confirmed this obfervation, and flated the 
ufual mode of proceeding. 

Mr. Alderman fVatfon then rofe, and faid, he .certainly 
did mean to make a motion for a witnefs to be called in ; 
but, previous to his doing fo, he begged leave to flate, that 
he confidered the bill as a bill of great moment and impor- 
tance, iince upon it would depend the grand queftion, whe- 
ther Great Britain (hould keep her trade in her own hands, 
or give it to foreign powers ? After expatiating at large on 
the powers of Great Britain to fupply Newfoundland much 
cheaper than the United States could do, he faid, the objeft 
of thofe who were moft anxious to get the bill paffed was not 
to fupply Newfoundland with bread or flour, or live flock, 
but in order to fmugglc New-England rums, made from 
French molafTes, into Newfoundland. He laid great flrefi 
on this affertion, anddefcribed the nature of the trade that 
would be carried on under fandlion of the bill, if it pafTed. 
He alked whether France allowed the United States to fupply 
her Wefl-India Iflands with provifiops ? So far from it, the 
intercourfe had been expreflly forbade not a month ago. 
The reafon was obvious. Why then fhould we do that 
which France, who was more immediately conneded with 
the United Stares of America, thought it good policy not 
to do ? He declared we might juft as well pafs a bill, per- 
mitting France herfelf to fupply Newfoundland with provi- 
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{tons as the United States. He argued upon tliis, and con* 
eluded with moving, " That Ridiard Birkwood, Efq. be 
"called in." 

Mr. Beaufoy fpoke to the following efeft : —The argu- Mr. Bea«« 
mcnts for hearing evidence at your bar on this occafion, ^y* 
feem to be principally founded on the fuppofed importance 
of the fafts brought forward to your notice by che honoura* « 
ble Alderman who fpoke fome time fince in the debate. To 
examine thcfc fafts, and to coniider how far, tf proved, 
they would be material, is, therefore, the natural courfe of 
deliberation. I liftened with attention to the honourable 
Alderman as one of the rcprefentatives of the firft commer- 
cial city in the world ; but great indeed was my furprife 
when I found that the fafis he produced, and the arguments 
he urged, led to conclufions the rcverfe 6f thofe which he 
laboured to eftablifti. He endeavoured t© prove that the rc- 
gulatidns of the prefent bill are incompatible with the inte- 
rcfts of our Weft-India fcttlements, and deftruftive to their 
commerce; while to me it appears evident, on his own 
ground, that the bill is peculiarly formed to defend ihcir in- 
tcrefts, and to prote^ their commerce : for if the intercourfe 
between the ports of the United States and thofe of New- 
foundland, in Britifh bottoms, be an evil, it neceifarily fol- 
lows, that whatever narrows and circumfcribes that inter- 
courfe, muft limit and curtail the evil. 

As the law now ftands, the intercourfe in Britifti fhips be- 
tween the ifle of Newfoundland and the dominions of the 
United States is without limitation or reftraint ; but this bill 
tonfines that intercourfe tofuch Britifh Ihips as fliallhave 
obtained, either in England or Ireland, a licenfe for the pur- 

?ofe« What then is the honourable gentleman's language } 
Ic firft complains of a grievance to the Weft-Iqdia fcttle- 
ments, and then oppcfes the very means of dimitiifhing that 
frievance, and of reducing it within the narroi^eft bounds. 
am perfuaded the merchants and planters will not thank 
him for his zeal. 

Perhaps it may be faid, (for this opinion, from what wq 
have juft hdard, appears to be ftill maintained by a noble 
Lord) that the intercourfe, even in Britifh (hips, between tho 
ports of Newfoundland and thofe of the United States is at 
^t-efcnt unauthorifed by law. This opinion can only be 
Ibundecl on an idea that the Cuftom-houfe officers in New- 
foundland have a right to demand from a veflel atriving 
from any of the ports of the United States, the fame mani- 
- Vol. XVII, X fcfta " 
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fefts and certificates that they would have a right to demaad 
\if the velTel arrived from a port in the Britifh dominions. . 
Now I affert with confidence, for I am fure the aflertion 
t^ill not be difproved, that the Cuftom^houfe officers in 
Newfoundland have no right to demand a mamfeft or certi- 
iicate from a vcffcl arriving from any other than a Britifh 
port. If tKe veiTel arrives from a foreign port^ thofe docu* 
Anents are not demandable. 

I may be afked, perhaps^ fpr this was repeatedly afked a 
few evenings fince, what fufficient evidence, vrfiat legal 
proof the officer }ia^ that the American port, from which tho 
yeflel arrives, belongs to the United States ? On what legal 
evidence does he know that Boflon and Charleilown are nor, 
as formerly, ports of the Britifh dominions i — I anfwer, 
lie knows it on the fame evidence on which he knows tha^ 
Surinam is no longer a Britifh colony : he knows it on the 
fame evidence pn which he kno,ws that MartinicQ is no longei 
an His Majefty's pofTeffioo, and that Tobago is no longes" 
I ours : he knows it on the evidence of proclamations and of 
Britiih treaties. And here I mufl ftate a diflinf^ion which^ 
however obvious, has, in argyn^ent at leaft, been overlook- 
ed, between treaties that are Britifh, and treaties that ar9 
ibreign. The laft, the Cuflom-houfe officer is not bound to 
Jknow ; but of the former it is his duty to be informed ; for 
they are a part of the law of the land. To thcfc grounds 
.of legal knowledge mufl be added that of public notoriety, 
upon which the officer may unqueflionably aft without the 
fmalleft rifque of cenfure from hi$ fi^periors,, or of removal 
from his place ; without any poffible dimiaution of charac* 
Jer or lofs of fituation. 

But I am afhamed. Sir, to purfue this difcuffion any far- 
ther^ fioce nothing can be fo uninterefting, for nothing i& (a 
trivial, as a debate between common fenfe on the one fide, 
wd legal refinements, founded on no principle, on the other. 

Without dwellmg, therefore, any longer on this fort of 
reafoning, it is fufficient for me to ooferye, that, in fadl, the 
intercourfp in Britifh fliips between the pprtsof Newfound-* 
land and thofe of the United States has, for .the two lafb 
years, been aftually eftablifhed. 

Hence it follows that theprefent bill, as narrowing and 
circumfcribing that intercourfc, mufl, on the honourable 
gentleman's own principles, be' exceedingly beneficial to the 
Sitereft for «vhich he cootGnds4 

But 
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But leaving for a moment the particular argument, let tis 
famine, what fcems of ftill greater importance, the nature 
and tendency of the general maxim which the honourable 
gentleman labours to eftablifli* The maxim is, that all in- 
fercourfc, even in Brilifh bottoms, between the United 
States and the liland of Newfoundland, (hould be flrif^ly 
prohibited ; for all fuch iiitercourfe, fays the honourable 
gentleman, will be made a meaiis of introducing the rums of 
New England to the ports of Newfoundland, and thereby of 
fuperfeding, in the markets of that ifland, the rums of our 
Weft-India poffeffions. 

Now, let us examine the confequence to which the efti- 
blilhment of this maxim evidently leads ; let us compare the 
lofs that will arife if the maxim Ihould not be admitted, with 
the loli that will follow if it fliould. If the intercourfe of 
the iiland of Newfoundland wich the United States fhould 
not be prohibited, our Wcft-lndia poffeffions will lofe, it i^ 
faid, the advantage of fupplying the Newfoundland market 
with rum. What is the extent of this lofs ? 

The quantity of rum annually imported into the ifland of 
'Newfoundland, including what was brought from America^ 
.was fuppofcd, before the war, to be little lefs than 250,000 
gallons ; but at prefcnt, as the ifland is lefs numcroufly peo- 
pled, the confumption is exceedingly diminifhed. Suppofing,, 
however, that the importation were ftill at its former height, 
•the value of that quantity of rum, in the Weft Indies,, 
would fcarcely be more than 30,0001, The utmoft lofs^ 
thetefore, that the Weft-India planters could poflibly fuf- 
tain would be the lofs of the profit arifing from the fale of 
thirty thoufand pounds worth of rum. Now this profit, at 
the rate of twenty per cent, could not be more than 6000I. 
The pofliblc lofs, therefore, of 6000L per annum is the 
greateft evil that the Weft-India Iflands can fufFcr from thci- 
jntercourft of the United States with the ports of New- 
foundland ; this is the whole extent of the mifchief ; the full 
magnitude of the evil. And on whom will fall the burden 
of this mighty lofs ? It will be divided between the iflands of 
Jamaica, Dominica, Barbadoes, St. Kite's, and the reft of 
our Weft-India poflcffions — It will be divided among men, 
* the value of whofe exports exceeds 3,000,000!. a year. 

Such, Sir, is the whole of the inconvenience that will at- 
tend the continuing, in its fulleft latitude, the intercourfe^ 
in Britifh fhtps, between the ports pf Newfoundland an4 
tbofc of the United States. 
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Oa the other haadj what will be the extent of the evils 
that will arile if that intercourfe be prohibited } The iaha- 
bitants of Newfoundland, and the reft of our filhermen 
who refort to its banks, muft then depend for their fubfif- 
tenice on our remaining American Colonies, Nova Scotia and 
Canada, or on Great Britain herfelf. From Nova Scoiia 
they have at psefent nothing to hope — thejand does not 
produce a fufiiciency of food for the maintenance of its own 
people : they depend for a fupply on the neighbouring domi« 
ntons of the United States. From Canada it is admitted by 
all, that, at prefenr, they have nothing to cxpeA, The ho^ 
nourable Alderman afferts, indeed, that, in a few years, 
the exports from Canada will be great ; but furely. Sir, we 
fliall not be guilty of fuch a mockery of our fifhermen, as 
to refer them to the future produce pf diftant years, when 
they apply to us for prefent bread* It is of little moment to 
add, that, during the winter mbnths and thofe of the fpring, 
when the wants of the people of Newfoundland are the 
greatcft, the gulph of St. Lawrence is. bound up by the 
Iroft* Thus it appears, that, on this country alone, the 
filhcrmen of Newfoundland muft depend for a fupply ; and, 
' to that fnpply, the honourable Alderman afferts that this 
country is unqucftionably adequate. 

Sir, I am fure the humanity of the Houfe will not permit 
them to forget that, from this kingdom, corn is exportable 
only when its price in the market is below a certain ftan- 
dard. If then, as is often the caft, it ihall exceed (hat ftan- 
dard, what muft be the iituation of our filhcrmen -— expofed 
at leaft to the diftrefs of fcarcity — perhaps to the horrors of 
famine ! And who are the men that we are advifed thus 
lightly to abandon ? In number they are more tlian twenty 
thoufand. What is their occupation ? 'Tis an occupatioR 
of little benefit to themfelyes, but of infinite advantage to 
their country. Mlferable, at the beft of times, is the fub- 
fifteoce they obtain ; but valuable indeed are the returns 
they make to the kingdom to which they belong — not lels 
than half a million a year ; yet this return forms but a fmall 
part of their importance ; for, next to our coafting trade, 
theirs is the greateft nurfery of our feamen : hundreds of 
new men are fent out every year : their employment gives 
them a peculiar hardihood of charaAer. Experience has 
Ibewn that it is the beft fchool of inftra£tion. 

Treat your filhermen with juftice ; allow them the en- 
joyment of a right which^ as fubjcds^ they inherit> and to 

which 
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which they are entitled as men, the right of pnrchafing thtir 
corn at a ^air market ioftead of that of the monopolift, and 
you will find not only that youir fifherics will be extended, 
but that as far as foreign markets are in queftion, they will 
fooo be eftabliftied on the ruins of every other. 

The French have never more than fupplied, nor, with 
coti^mon prudence on our part, can they ever more than fup- 
ply, the confumption* of their own market. The Ameri- 
cans, excluded from our Weft-India iflands, find their {iibe<» 
ries rapidly declining ; for as they have no other confiderabic 
Biarket for their damaged fi(h, (which chiefly confiftg of 
iLch fifh as arc too much heated between the time of their 
being taken and the time of their being brought on fhore for 
the completion of the procefs of caring, and of which the 
negroes are almoft the only confumers) they arc reduced to 
the alternative of either abandoning their trade, or of en- 
deavouring to obtain, from an advance of price on their beft 
iifh, a recompcnce for the lofs they muft otherwife fuftaia 
from their having no market for their worft : but with this 
advance in the price, it is impoflible they can long conteft 
with us the poiTeflion of the Spanifh or Italian, or any other 
of the foreign markets. 

In this fituation the American fifliermen are feckbg a re- 
fuge from poverty in the dominions of Britain. 

Such^. Sir, is the flattering profpeft before us, if our 
fi(hcrmen are treated with a common regard to the principles 
of jufticc; but if, defcrting thofe principles, we confign 
them to the avarice of the monopolift ; if we compel them 
to purchafe their bread at the price which his rapacity (hall 
eftablifh, what muft be the confequence ? Filhermen are 
not like the cultivators of the foil, whofe local, attachments 
and prediledion for their hoo^e will induce them to bear op- 
preftioQ to the utmoft extent of human fuftering rather thaa 
remove — without a local habitation, without a home, wan- 
derers on the face of the waters, they will fly from diftrefs 
to other employments, or to other employers; and what is 
the mighty advantage for which we are thus to hazard out 
moft important interefts -*- the advantage of preferving to the 
Weft-India iilands a certain profit of fix thoufand a year t 
How vaft the ftake on the one hand -— how inconfiderabla 
the ohjtQ: on the other. 

Thus, Sir, I have canvafTed much more at length than I 
wifhed OF intended, the maxim the honourable gentlemaa 
has laboured to eftabliih«— ^^That all intercourfe between 

" the 



15S PARLIAMkNTARY A. lyjj^. 

" the ille of Newfoundland and the United States ought to 
*^ be prohibited/* But whatever be thought of his general 
, argument, certain it is, that his reafoning, as applied to the 
provifious of this bill, has utterly failed ; for, on his own 
principles, thefe provifions muft diminifh the evils which he 
feetns to dread, and narrow th6 intercourfe that is the objeft 
bi his fears. 
V Other arguments againft this bill have alfo be6n tirged. 

It was faid by the honourable Alderman, that the agricultural 
interefts of the kingdom are obvioufly inconfiflent with the 
permifliort of furnifhirlg Newfoundland with corn from the 
United States, for that England can fnrnifh grain of every 
fpccics at a cheaper rate, and ought therefore to have the 
preference. Sir, if this faft be true, England will have the 
preference; for what merchant is fo blind to his own intcrcft 
as to fend his veffcl to purchafc corn at an extravagantly dear 
market, at two thoufand miles diilance, when he has a cheaper 
hiarket at his door ? The honourable gentleman's argument 
may fhew that, as far as the interefts of Britifh agriculture 
are in qoeftion, the bill will be nugatory; but it certainly 
cannot prove that the bill will be pernicious. Another ob- 
jeftion to the bill (I think it Was urged by an honourable 
gentleman near me) was founded on the maxim that the 
merchants concerned in the fifheries fhould have the fole 
right ©f fupplying the fifhertnen with bread. On this 
«vowaI of a fcheme to eftablifh a monopoly, as cruel in its 
principle as ruinous in its effects, I will trouble the Houfe 
with no comment of miae : they have heard the propofal, 
and will decide upon its merits. But however the rapacious 
ivarice of a few irtdividoals may feem to place the intereft of 
the merchant in oppoiition to that of the Public, certain it is 
that in this cafe, as almoft in every other, the real intereft 
of the merchant coincides with that of the kingdom ; for it 
muft be to the advantage of the merchant to purcbafe at a 
low price the filh which he brings back in return for the ar- 
ticles he fells. Now it is obvioufly impoffible that the pro- 
duce of labour can long continue to be cheap, if the pro- 
irifions which fupport that labour are extravagantly dear. 

Thus, Sir, Ihaye confidered the various arguments that 
the enemies of the bill within the houfe have urged. If it 
be thought neceflary to examine evidence at your bar with z 
view of giving the witneffes alfo an opportunitj^ of ftating 
their objcflions to the bill, 1 fhall certainly acquiefce; yet I 
cannot but obfcrye, that tbc merchants of Dartmouth and 

Poole> 
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yoole, who think this bill, though fhprt of their wiflies^ i$ 
much for their intereft, ought alfoto be heard. If evideace 
be examined on one fide^ let an equal indulgence be alfo 
Ihewn to the other. 

But whatever in this refpeft be the decifion of the Houfe, 
I truft they will extend their protedioo to a bill, which is 
obvioufly recommended by the mofl: powerful of all con£dt* 
rations, ihok ol public inure/i^ of juJHce^ o( humanity/ . 

Several other members fpokc on this motion — Mr, Jame» 
tuttrell, Mr. Fox, Mr. Holdfworth, Lord North, Mr. 
Dundas, and Mr. Eden, Mr. Chancellor Pitt, and Mr. 
Baring. -— The queftion was, negatived, and the Houfe went 
into the Committee, Sir George Yonge took the chair, and 
they went through the claufes of the bill. 

February 15. 

Mr. Francis rofe to move for ^papers which he conceived to Ur.FrjuKik 
be neceSary to the information of the Houfe. In the efti- 
niates of the expence of the Eaft-India eflablifhment there 
appeared a degree pf prodigality fuperior to any thing that 
could enter into the minds even of thofe who made allow- 
ance for the extravagant ideas ef that country. He would 
draw the attention of the Houfe to fome very remarkable 
inftances. . 

He began with faying that the civil eftablifh- £. 
isent of Bengal, in 1774^ ftood at no more than 130,002 

That in confequence of the inftitution of the 
Governor General and Council, and Supreme 
Court of Judicature, it was increafed to — . ^5^j533 
At which amount it ftooJ in 1776. 

Thatfince 1776, when Colonel Monfon died, 
and when the whote power of the governmcut dc-s 
volved on Mr. Haftings, (in whole hands it fai^s 
continued ever fijnce) the total has increafed (ac- 
cording to the ftatement delivered in by the Court 
gf Direftors) to the enormous fum of — • 927*945 

Among the particulars of this aftonifhing increafe he uite4 
the following fafls ; 

That there was a Salt Office inftituted by Mr. Haftings, 
confifting of fix perfons, who divided annually among them 
Uo Icfs than 72,8071. : that the Chief of this Board received 
18,4801. per annum as fuch; beiides which, he was Chief 
•f thediftri^pf Nuddea; butj in Uiat capacity, his profits 
Z wer^ 
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Wefrc fljitcd by the Direftors to be unknown. The other 
five fait agents ftood as follow, viz. 

I ft member - £.13,100 per anttum, 

2d - - - 11,480 

3d - - - 13j^^3 

4th - - - 6,257 

5th - - - 10,307 

That there was a Board of Cuftoms at Calcutta, where 
the cuftoms collefted were, comparatively, very inconfide* 
table, and whofe falaries or annual profits amounted to 
•Z3,070l. among three perfons. 

That there was a new Committee of Revenue, the duty 
of which ufcd to be done by the Governor General and 
Council themfelves^ whofe annual profits were fiated at 
47,3501. among five perfons, viz. 

I ft member - £•10,950 

ad - - - 9,100 

3d - - •. ' 9,ioo 

4th - -» • 9,100 

5th - - • 9,100 

That the Prefident of this Board had been for ibme years, 

and was ftill, AmbaiTador at the Court of Scindia, a great 

Mar&ttah Oiief on the other fid(: pf India, fpr which he 

was allowed 42801. a year, which raifcd his emoluments to 

i5,a3ol. a year. 

That there was an Agent Viftualler to the garrifon of 
Fort William, whofe profits, on an average of three years, 
were ftated at 15,970!. per annum. That this agency was 
held by the Poftmafter General, who, in that capacity, re* 
ceived 2200L a year from the Company, who was aAually 
no higher than a writer in the fervice. 

That there was a Committee of Grai.n^ whofe falariet 
amounted to i4,iool. a year. 

That the Paymafters of the different brigades and de-* 
tachments of the army received falaries to the amouat of 
43,6701. Exclufive of which, there was a Paymafter an4 
Accountant at Lucknow, whofe fixed falary was 7640I. . 

That there was an allowance of 4a8oU to a fuppofed Re* 
fident at Goa, where there never was a Refident, and who 
was ftated to be not a covenanted fervant of the Compaby. 

That the Company were charged with xo,4i81. a year foe 
chaplains, though there was not a church in Bengal. 

That the Governor General had eight Aids de Ga9)^ et 
his own eftablifliment. 

That, 
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That, bcfidcs thcfe and an cndlefs ipullitude of other 
ofGcers, whofe ftatcd profits were exorbitant, there were 
five capital agencies or cont'rafts, whofe profits were ftatcd 
by the bircftors to be unknown, viz. 

!• Agent for m^iking gunpowder. 

2. Ditto for fupplying military ftorcs. 

3. Ditto for providing elephants. 

4. Ditto for boats. ' ^ 

5. Ditto for furnifhing the army with draught and car- 
riage bullocks. 

That the profits of this laft contraft, though not afcer- 
tained or avowed, had been commonly computed at 509000!. 
a year. 

He intended to fubmit a motion to the Houfe on the fa£ls, 
and faid, it was his intention to have confined himfelf to the 
civil eftablifhment ; but finding, by the papers on the table, 
that the expcnce of the army eftimates of Bengal, which, 
in April, 1784, amounted to three millions and a half, now, . 
by this eftimate, reduced to one million, he could not help 
faying the diminution of fo large a fum, in fo fmall a time, 
appeared to him extremely doubtful : he wifhed to ayoid the 
harfhncfs of faying he did not believe it. If the Company 
were in pofleffion of documents that enabled them to afcer- 
tain this, there was no hardlhip in their producing them ; he 
fhould therefore move for fuch documents. He concluded 
with moving, ** That the Direftors of the Eaft-India Com- 
«« pany do prepare and lay before this Houfe ftatements of 
«< the falaries and emoluments belonging to the officers and 
<« appointments under the General Depattmcnt, the Reve- 
*« nue Department, and Commercial Department, in Ben- 
" gal, in the years 1782 and 1783, compared with their 
« amount in 1776, (diftinguifliing^the increafe, and the 
*« years when fuch increafe took place) and alfo an ab- 
*< ftraft, Ihewing the increafe of the eftablifhments of the 
« Civil Department in Bengal, aa they ftood at the end of 
<• the year 1783, beyond the amount of the eflimate in 
** 1776, according to fuch compilations as can be found from 
•* accounts of aftual payments from the records and other 
^* authentic documents.** 

Mr. Francis alfo read his fecond motion, which was for 
^' an eftimate of the probable refources and diA)urfements 
«« of the Bengal Government, from the 30th of April, 
« 1784, to the iftof May, il^S*' 

Vol. XVII. Y Mr. 
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MraOundu* Mr, Dundas anfwerccl, and bbjeftcd to the words Vtiailscd 
in parenthcfeS, as they wOuW give ihiSnite trooble, ind ratticf 
retard than aoccldrate the fall ind accurate ftatcrnciit of ail 
the fafts the Houfe wifhcS tohaVe before them, wWi regard 
to the civil, commercial, ^nd Vevetlue cftablilhments in India, 
which had been for foltie tiirrie in preparation, at the lAfhtticc 
and under the authority of the Bo^frd of Cohtrol. 
Mr. Fraa* Mr. Francis faid, from fome information he had recefVtfJ, 
•"• on which, however, be (3id not entirely depeiid, there were 

now in the poflcflion of the Company, papcip to that par- 
pofe ; if tiiere were, he would be glad to fee them ; lif not. 
he would confine timielf tO khat part Of his motion, agaiim 
which equal objeftions did not feem to lie, 
Mr.Chjn- Mr, Chancellor Pitt faid that there Were papers Wiich 
ceilor Pitt, jyould afcertain . the eftim^tes under each year ; but tkmi 
ivhich fpecified the days arfd the circumfftanccs lb the pro- 
fercffional increafe. If the honourable gentleman *iThcd for 
the papers which were in poffeffion of the CcfmpaAy^, be htid 
iio objeftion to their being produced ; but t6 retard VKe hi- 
. - quiries which were now making on a feore enlarged icale, by 
jjartlcular and tedious inquiries, was What fie conceiv'ed mSihy 
objeftions to. Whenever he hid occafioft to m€fntlon mt 
ftate of bur Eaft-India fe^tlements, he wks always as reidV i^ 
regard the increafe of their ^ftiblirfhments as an objcft of 
very confiderable rctrehchmcht as any other member coulA 
be, and in every view of the regulation neceffary 'to b% 
adopted there, he never, loft fight Of their eribrmfbus and &n- 
gepus eftabllftiments, Which at the fame time drained thi 
coffers of Ae'Conipany, and added Weight to rife infli^tQCQ 
pf thofc who were concerned in their appointment. Ftilljr 
fenfible of the decaying iM danjgerous fltiration'of theC6ai-» 
pahy^s affairs^ Ke and thoie with whom he had the honom* to 
a[ft, looked, as the means of retrieving it, to' the retreficlmieht 
of their eftabtiflinieht;, and he hoped, by the meafbr^ Ilk 
ihopld purfue, and which/wt)utd come under the iitfpeAion 
of this Hbufc, that the rctfeochmcnt was as-prafticabfe'asTc 
.Was neceffary. Thefe fcntimcrits he had always cxpfelfed j 
he always mculcated the rieceflity of retrentimcnT, iehc* 
ther he confidered thofcjcftablifliments relative to *the Com* 
•pany^s profperlty or with reference tb the politics df'thi» 
country. He confidered 'retrenchment as the means of rc- 
"drefs of the '6omp'any*s privMc affairs, and the meads of 
overturning that tinbouaddd pat rbifaj^ *2tnd "power. ^ichVas 
latiempted' to be railed on \f^ to the ruin of t)ur ^nzfr^ ^nd 

tht 
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ihp defirpfiion of. the Gonftitution. In tbe profccutioo of 
this defign, to retrench thofe expences, he was happy in th^ 
cpnci^rrenpe of eyery ge;ntlcraan ; but he ha<I one iovincibl^ 
pbjeQion, apd he wa? ready to avow it, that he could oo^ 
coafent to have the honour or tlie co^duft of thi.s ipeafurp 
taken out of th^ hands of Hi^ Majefty's Miniftersi to whom 
it prQperljr belonged : he did not conflder that it was in ft, 
way pi bjping better executed by othpr gentkm^n running p 
rajcp with tn^cP* He could not agree to lofe the honour ojF 
prodaciDg ^ meafure that was likely to be of bepefit to thp 
Public, though he fhould be convinced the honourable gen- 
lineman 9nd his friends were more capable of the taikj bpcagfe 
he and his colleagues having but one mind on the lubjeA^ 
would zEt in concert, and he had no doubt, would be able to 
atpQC, by affiduity and perfeverance, for the want of that 
quick perception which fooie gentlemen thought requifitc* 
iip h^d tiq qbjeidio.n againft producing papers that were likely 
Jto giye any information to the honoqrable Houfe ; but li^e 
W^s of opinion, that were thofe to be laid upon the table, 
which ipypw were moved for, they v^p^ld rather impede than 
accelerate any regulations : ^ iyftem was forming for cor- 
re^ing the abufes and enormitip;s fo loudly and juftly cpm- 
plaipied of, founded upon the principles Qf jthe hill whicK 
paiTed iaft &t^oti. The hopourable llp.ufe ^^ving approved 
on that occajQoo of the conduct of him and thofip who a£lai 
^iiihhim, he hoped they would not withdraw their confi- 
dence, nor condemn a meafure before they faw it, but con- 
tinii^e tjx^ir good opinion of him until tliey found reafon tp 
change it, 

Mr. Francis did .npt w'lfb to prefs the producing a volumi- Mr. Frta- 
Wus parcel of papers, or to giye any ui(inec€;flary trouble ; (b *^"* 
XkM the increafe of the Bengal eflablifhment iince the year 
1776 was laid before the Houfe, he fliould be fatisfied ; and 
therefore altered the motion to that purpofe. 

Mr. Fqx perfectly acquicfced with the right honourable Wr. Fo«, 
gentleman (Mr. Pitt) in the neccility there was to tiavf^ 
the cooficlence of that Houfe ; he had always been of that 
opinion, yet he had never carried his ideas fo far as to fupV 
pofe the Houfe were to haxe fuch implicit confidence in the 
Mioifter ;^$ not to judge for tbemfelves. They had, indeed, 
within a. fhort fpace, given up much, but he trufted there 
was fiill fpirit enough left to maintain the^r right of infpe£l- 
iog into fpatters of great national concern, and not to b^ 
conM^red ^ V^^^^ fp^A<^^ors of proceedings in which the weU 
" Y a ' " fare 
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fare of the ftate was conne£led. He granted the right ho- 
nouirable gentleman had always admitted retrenchments were 
highly necelTary in India; but in doing that, he had done 
nothing more than every member in that Honfe had done: 
every perfon agreed to it, becaufc it was fo plain a fa£t, that 
no one conld deny it : the evil was generally admitted, though 
the enormity was not fo generally known. Few could pof- 
iibly think It fo great, but thofe who were aflually acquainted 
with it ; and non^ were better acquainted than his honourable 
friend who had made the motion. It was from his know- 
ledge of the fubjeft that he haci wiflied to bring plain fafts 
btfore the Houfe, that they might not be deceived by falla- 
cious ftatements and unfounded aiTertions. The right ho- 
nourable gentlefpan had alluded to the bill which he had in- 
troduced, and which he believed might at prefent be unpo- 
pular in that Houfe ; it might be unpopular with the public; 
It was for this reafon he wifhed an invefligation into the 
whole affairs of the Eaft-Iridia Company ; thfeit every pro- 
ceeding of the Court of Dircftors might be examined into, 
and that every meafure adopted by the new Board of Com- 
mifiioners might be laid before the public, becaufe he was 
convinced the more the real ftate of the Company's affairs 
became known, the lefs unpopular would he his bill ; he had 
heard that it was from modefty the Board of Comnniifioners 
withheld the advantage they had been of fincc their eftablifh- 
ment ; but this, he would hot hefitatc to faj^', was a falfe 
raodcfty, and he hoped, would not continue ; other reports 
indeed, faid, they had been of no nfe ; but fufch reports', he 
truftcd, were not to be credited ; this Board had been infti- 
tuted by the bill which was brought in to anfwcr the intended 
purpofes of the one he had juft alluded to : a new Cburt of 
Judicature, a Court perfeftly new in this country, was like- 
wife cftablifhed by it, and upon this biU the new regtUtio'ds 
which were tp be brought forward, were to be founded; and 
this information feemed to be thought fufficient foi' gentlemen 
to reft fatisfied, and not attempt to'inquire farther ;' were the 
Houfe to fubmit to that, they muft indeed have that implicit 
confidence which the right honoural)le gentleman feemed to 
lay claim to ; this was a confidence, however, 'Which he 
trufted would never be enjoyed by him or any other perifon ; 
for how were they to know whether the regdUtions werie 
right or wrong, whether they were likely to be 6^f advantage 
or riot, if they did not inquire into the fubjeft ? it was ccr- 
iainjy the duty of. every inember of Parliament to gain as 

- ^ ' ' much 
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ixiuch information as poffiUe, that he might be enabled to do 
joftice to his conftituents. This information they would re- 
ceive by the papers which his honourable friend had moved 
to be laid before them, and being in pofleilion of fuch infoiw 
mation when the proportions were laid before them for thfti^ 
approbation, they would be able to judge whether they me^ 
xited their fanfiion or not. 

Major Scoit faid, he (hould have been happy to have had Ma]. Sc^. 
the good fortune to have caught the Speaker's eye as fooil 
as the honourable gentleman on the floor (Mr. Francis) hai 
-fat down, for he declared to God, that nothing which hb 
had at any time heard in that Houfe had adoniihed him fo 
much as the fpecch pf the honourable gentleman; and 
the Houfe would be equally furprifed, he was fure, if he 
could have the good fortune to obtain theii' attention for a 
few minutes. The honourable gentleman had ftated, 
that the allowance and emoluments to the gentlemen^ who 
had the dire£tion of the revenue arifing from fait, were ex- 
travagant and enormous; yet thofe very allowances were 
£xed by the unanimous aflent of the Supreme Council, when 
thrlionourable gentleman was one of its members, and when 
the Houfe knew, that for every rupee gained by the mem- 
bers of this falt-ofiice, the Eaft-India Company realized 
nine, where formerly they did not realife a (hilling ; he wa^ 
fure the Houfe would approve of the principle which aftuated 
Mr. Haftings and the honourable gentleman in fixing their 
emoluments ib high. In 1776, and down to 17S0, as well 
as for many years before (two excepted) the Company had 
realifed no revenue from fait. In September, 1780, the Su- 
preme Council linanimoudy agreed to adopt a plan propofed 
by Mr. Haftings, for taking the manufadure of fait into 
the Company-s hands, and allowing the gentlemen employed 
ten per cent, upon all they neated for the Company. Tha 
reafons foi^grantingfo large a per centage were contained in 
a minute, and a letter to the Diredors, figned by the ho- 
nourable gentleman himfelf, and the following was an exaft 
copy of it : 

" That as the advantage to be derived from this plan to 
•* the Company will depend on the quantity of fait manu* 
** fadured, and the ceconomy obferved in the management 
** of the bufinefs, it will be advifeable to afford the Comp- 
■ ** troller and agents fome particular inducements to give 
<* their utmoft attention to both thefc objcfls ; that for this 
3 <* purpofe 



^* porppfc tfecy be aJlowjBd to d«|,w, >/t(idei jfeBJr ^ijcccj f^^ 
*^ ^ics, a comiCTiflJpi? /Qf ^cji per ccqt/* ^c. 

Wbat, Sir^^dded i\4?LJPir $CQUy hs^ be^ th^ cpi^TeqpeDcc ^ 
After paying all jthelie .^aj^^riies aificj the ten perceQjr* the Co^}r 
ft%fiy hav^ ^, oe^kt revepue of i>ve bpndred ^nd i9fty fi^^fj^ 
pQunds a year, jiy.here before they had do reveziup a|t all, q^ 
rather, I (hould fay, fuftained an annual iofs* A^p^her ot>> 
;fervat'ion jijf the fepnouraWe gentleman wfs ^qv.4^y V^oodcr- 
ifulf; hebad^xprejQTeid aftonimcnenc that the adyantaff^s tp 
^rflhy pay-npaftejrs wcr/? fp grea,t, that the Houfe will h/c furr- 

frifedwh^nl inform tbei^, th^jt I was officially fe^^t by lyir, 
la-ftijPgs to the K<^a^r^ble geftt\€roa,n in May or June, i j^o, 
(Lqsoj?kmnWfi9iP^ Mr. Ij^ftipgs's plan, •yv\nch ijir^, that i^ 
firn^y p ^y-ra^erp ftL9uW m fvW^ retain an,y hi^JAriqes ifi 
ihmhmd^^J^t ^diti^Mefd,qitthc\xi they ihouldbave a.p^ 
.c^tage on ith^ir,4<0>fu'&nwt8^ this per (Rentage was i^^re^^ied 
Yi»« i^ £((\gl9j94 ^h^ P^iyr^ipijftftcfr.Qenejrars advantages .were) 
Jby th^ <w^r, aqd ^are npyir r^^^^f d by the peace, liofr thp 
jhoQo\}r.abie geqtle^^n, .if he ^as. any recollefiiQn, ,caii ofa^ 
jG8t XQ this^ is tQ nie inpft aftpnvttii^iDg. There is a/iptKejpb* 
^ery^it^m, '''^i<:h if it h^d %^|i iPj^de by a ^ntleaian jiaQt^ 
-Yprl^d i.9 the: ai£i,irs of I{Qdiay jl (hould have paJpfed by vn^- 
^iced ; byt ihp hp/)our^ble.gaitlfipap If^j^ws, boc^ufe Jbc has 
lOOeur^tely le^^iaed t)>e 9QQ0ia.Qj: fHi ,y9ur,t^blc, th^t np^efs 
•a fuo) than one huAd,r^|i ^aqd rtw;ei^tyr(even thquii^d £x buq- 
idfqd and^brQC po^nd^, which ^re lepjtejffid ,\ii^er ,ttie^ead of 
I ^^ -Cijvil £rftaWift^a)CfxtV are tfruljr and ftri^Uy ajiiit^ryr; 
iJtbiit in IH) c^iiiiate cif reqgiptp;?|ifl4ifhur{egxc;nM» i^i^ t>o ?Q^ 
^onotMept ifi li^dia o^ in Epgla<|d, were-they, ^uqtil the^ptq- 
.fttkt mornftftt, inclMded,vH>4Gr theihead of ^^ Gi^vil £fta.bii(h- 
ments ;" ^nd the hpnc^a^ geiitlepian, I. hope, tH'ill excufa 
me, if I (iiy, he fi^ifle^ds t^ f}ouki when he mix^s /tt)eQi 
¥rUh civtil qbiHTges* ^ <(^{UQn/q|}^r^qr might Ippjc^t tUJ^s 
only, but the hqpour^bl^^geotli^niaii kqpwsbleturj -and knpv\fs 
l)0w accpviij^ ougl)t to be d i[awn out. 

The boooorAble^ptiepap pxpretfes.pleafure tofe^ the,fnj* 
litary charges reduced fo low as they are, but he doubts ilje 
fai£t, and^jdhfpks;tb<iy ^re much higher, becaufe the laft efli- 
ro;ite of receipts and.diiburfen\cnts, that is, from April, 1783, 
fo May, 1784, ftates theip at above. thr^e millions, apd novir 
they are reduced to little more th^n one. On this head I 
hope I (hall fatisfy the bdnourable gentleman and. the Hqu(e* 
We all know the diiferencc between war. and peace,. apdjyhat 
ibf extraordiaaries of an army are. When the eftimate w 

datedy 
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^atcd, it was war; peace wa« fooii after eftabliihcd, afldthi 
fbttoWiftg HedttdiohJ todc place in 1783 : Three entire rcgi** 
ments bf cavalry were diibanded ; fix ragiments of foot wer^ 
dilbanded ; every regiment in Benglil reduced from ond 
thoufand to feven hundred find eighty rank and file eachi 
The contingenicies which the honourable gentleman knowto 
are fo hi^h in time of «rar, had cfeafed with the War. Th^ 
Bo'itit)ay detachmertt wa& reb^ned and reducbdt i?vhich was i 
faving atone of 400,000!. a yjekr. If xht honourable gentle- 
tnah will coii^pnte all thefefavings, and transfer one hundred 
and tWeftty'-ftven thonfand fitouhdi from the civil head to th6 
military, he ^iU find the aggregate perfcftly exaft ; but fot 
the honoUt-abliB gentleman to ftate that the civil cftabliftimcdt 
IS 900,0001. a year, when he knows that of that fum 1 27,0001. 
ought to be trinsferfed to the tnifitary head, that 76,000!. is 
for the fait office, by which a nevenue of ^%o^ocx>L a year has 
been created, where a (hillifig was not colledcd before, and 
that the remainder of the fum ihclndes civif, coramercial, and 
courts of juftice ; I fay, Sir, to ftate it ias the bonourablc 
gentleman (who knows better) has donre, is to deceive and 
siriilead this Houfe« 

Mr, Francis anfwcred that tb* plan of paying the fait agents Wr.Fr«M 
by a per centage cfn their faKs or cbllcftion^^ was propofed «*>*• 
to him in September, 17*0^ two months before he left Ben- 
-gal, when he interfered but littJc in fncafiircs that were to 
operate long after his departure ; that the principle might bt 
a good one, iknd that thfs was all he had conlbnted to; that 
the application of it might be^ aiid dfluaily was, abufive ifi 
the highcft degree ; that no Jprevioos calcoktron of the ^ro^ 
bable 'profits of the fait agencies had been mado, nor could 
thb a&ixzl Stftvo'unt of thdfe profit be known, until at leafta 
year aftel- he ted left Biftij^al ; but tfcat when they wohb 
kAoWA^ rtfey ought to have bccti retrenched. Whereas Aej 
liad been 'Affet^ to contittue at tbeii: preftnt exorbitant 
htflotiAt for thfce yta^ together) »attd were %11 going on at 
the fiitfic rate. 

Mr. Burife faid. Whenever the ciAifideration of India* rf- Mt. Burkt. 
ftiirs c^me before the Houfe, he doutd but lament his how 
IMmrable friend (Mr. Praficis) who was fo perfeft a m&Aer 
of their fk&Ml %tu^ioh abroad, fhould be unengaged from 
ihdr'ferVicc^ hc^vc a vairiety of rfeafons Why he thougbt 
the papeVs mov^ for ought ^to be prodticed ; it was not, he 
Aid, thllt liii Itondiirspblefrif^nc! might have an opi)ortunit]r 
tf rttikird|;^rl6c^i&it($'«(ber "iideof theHoufe (becaofe 
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hi^wms fu're, when he wilhed to run, it would be with thote 
Who had feme kind of fpeed) that he was for their being 
laid on the table ; but that thofe gentlemen, who had not hi- 
therto examined into the a€lual fads, might not any longer be 
deceived. He faid the right honourable gentleman on the other 
(ide had often appeared to him as furrounded by the ftars of 
the Eaft, .bat he trufled he fhould foon fee the fun of the 
Conftitution arife, when their fplendor (hould be no more. 
He was not futprifed that ahother right honourable gentleman 
fhould be agaihft the produdion of papers, hecaufe he had 
been a fellow labourer with him in producing Reports which 
had been called libels, and every other epithet that rancour 
could invent; it might, therefore, be judicious in him to 
prevent the appearance of any more : on a former period, 
he had regretted the non-attendance t)f the honourable chair- 
man of the India Company, or his deputy, onlays when 
.hiatters concerning them were agitated in that Houfe ; he 
found he had the fame caufe for regret this day ; for, how- 
ever great might be his opinion of an honourable member, 
he. could not iay he was fatisfied, that the only intelligence 
the Houfe were able to procure refpefling India fhould be 
from a Maj6r of the army ; he might be contented with his 
opinion on bilitary queftions, but furely fome better autho- 
rity might be had concerning their civil cftablilhment. 

The motions for the papers being laid on the table, were 
then put and carried. 

The order of the day for the third reading of the New- 
foundland intercourfe bill having been moved and read, 
Ut.foti Mr. /b4r rofe to oppofe the third' reading, and ftated his 
t>bje£^ions to the bill. He faid he did not merely objed to 
the title on the legal ground of conteft, whether the bill was 
an extehiion or a reftri£tion of the exifting law, but to its 
principle^ He faid he had not completely made up bis mind 
as to the necefficy of any bill's paiBng upon the fubje£t, and 
one reafon why he had not done fo was, the Houfe had not 
only been refufed all the information necefTary to be laid be* 
; fore them, previous to their doming to a decifion on a point 
of fo much importance^ but they had been refufed the op- 
portunity of hearing (uch information as they might have 
had» had the Mitiifter chofen it. He ftated, that there were 
three parties to the prefent bill, the merchants of Poole and 
Dartmouth, the merchants of London, and the inhabitants 
of Newfoundland. All of fhefe, or fomebody for them, 
ought to have beea heard be^t any bill affi^fting all of them 

was 
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was paffcd. The pri?fcnt bill was, be faid, dircftly contrary 
to Admiral Catnpbeirs opiojon, directly contrary to thp 
wifhes and opinion of the merchants of London, and as far 
as the Houfe knew, adverfe.to the opidon aod wifbes of the 
inhabitants of Newfoundland ; he confidered it, therefore^ 
as a facrifice to the merchants of Poole and Dartmouth. Mr. 
Foxfaid, he flio^ld have thought laying the intercourfe be* 
twecn the United States of America and Newfoundland open, 
under certain regulations, would have been wifer than to 
have confined it at all. The chief regulations, therefore, 
that he would have made ihould have been, to have obliged 
the commerce between the United States of America and 
Newfoundland to be carried on in Britifli bottoms, legally 
failing with a regifter, agreeable to the navigation a£^. Af- 
ter a variety of arguments and obfervations, Mr. Fox re- 
commended it to His Majefty's Minifters, either to pafs no 
bill at all, (and, in that caft, to fettle the intercourfe by 
proclamation, from thd King in Council) or to poftpone the 
third reading of the bill for onetnonth ; and, in the interim,' 
to call all the witneHTcs befoie the Houfe that could be col- 
le£ted in this country, and that conld give the Houfe any 
material information' on the fubjeft; and, when the Hou^c* 
were fully informed upon it, tq prepare a digefted bill,' and 
pafs it. Mr. Fox, fer« he fat down, movedj «*'that the bill 
** be read a third time that day month," having firft declared, 
that if the fehfe of the majority appeared lb be againft his . 
motion, he would not divide the Houfe. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt replied, and acknowledged that Mr. Mr. Chan- 
Fox had put the bill upon a fair ifluc.- Mr. Pitt then pro- ceiiorPitt. 
cceded to controvert Mr. Fox^s arguments, and defended the 
hill as a temporary bill, and a bill of experiment, fuch as 
the Houfe might fafely pafs, without at all excluding the 
fubjeft from farther dilcuilion when the Houfe had more lei- 
fure. He faid, if gentlemen thought proper, they might ^ 
bring the fubjeft under difcuffion at fome future period of 
the prefent feffiort ; but if the bill were not read a third ttn^e 
till that day month, it was plain the objcft of it would be 
loft entirely. 

Mr^ Eden faid, that waving' for the raoment all difpute, Mf.Ejen. 
whether the prefent bill fhould:betonfidered as rcftraining, . 
or as authoiHing a trade between the new ftaces and one of . 
the colonies, he heard, with great ^leafure, the right ho- 
Bourable gfciitleman's wifh to feci^re the colony trade and 
navigation as much as poffible to Britifh fhips. But when it 
. Voi;. XVII. Z was 
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was propofed to a^bpt the bill as an cxpcrimenl:^ ^'"•^'^,9o?5? 
-ihooM have' more'lcifu^e and betfer' hi^tehals, Retriuft'bo 
^^ermitted to oxpreft fdmefu^pftfe; jndWfau'aliy'fpfe^^ 
the right bonouniUe gefftlemattpoffibiy Had' ample re^ffbn to 
Wifli for leifare ; tmtlte Houfe.'cblted^iydy confidetcd, myft 
liever be fuppofed to waiit Jdrare 'fet the difciifltoii of iin- 
portant points f batcriaJs inSwd'thcy might' tvaiit,' rhiire'ef- 
peciallyin infiances.Jikc th^'pfdbrit, ^hen they had thought 
proper todeny'to thetafelves- theT advantage of hearing' tjrit- 
nefles, peciiliarly able to ^ive infortft^itidAV sind p^rfbnaily en- 
titled even tooftr advice and opinions. The felf-deiiial of 
the Houfe oh this pccafionJHad b^n'jttft matter of'furpfi(e 
%o him and to others ; but it wis n^Jtiroore fo, than the'Cri- 
gular caufe wbith had been ai&gned for it': they had been 
told, that the exaiminatibn of witne|fes would be contrary to 
the codip^oWjfe with Poole and Dartmouth. A noble friend 
of his had^ on fome occafidn,' atisMtdnlyized the word retipro* 
city ; he wi/hed that his noble friend would, in like manmer, 
advert to the word compr6lni(e : he had always underflood 
that word to' mean, that the preteafiohs and kiterefts of all 
parties being ilated, tWe Was.a ^eral agreement'to abate 
ibmetbingin the cUim^'of botb^ 1 But the* prefent cafe di& 
fered widely from this description : the merchants of London, 
and thofe of Quebec, tliousj^ pro|:efting againft the bitl, and 
parties materialty in^ereft^d, were refilled ^ven a hearing : the 
inhabitants of Newfoun4IaiK} wore patties alfo, and iAdmiral 
Campbell, who be^ ifeprefeoted "Nijwfoiindland, wiis weU 
known to difapprove ujte'rlj^ pjf ' tfe piefcnt: bill j the Houfe 
had alfo refused to hear bin?. The tqwos of 'Youghall and 
Waterford, in Ireland, were greatly coocertied in- the fate of 
the queilion, but were not ta this ^qv^ apprized of its ex- 
iftcnce. , And eyeii Poole and, DartnaiQuth^^ in his opinion, 
would be di^atisfied with their fuppofed ihare in this compro- 
inife, whenever tjie]^ ihould u(>d|erf^and it : fbr k woiiMaot 
cfcape their obfprvation, that ^h/e bilJ'purporjte<} to be a tem- 
porary reftridSion, a/id' whenever it es^pired, the Whole trade 
woulq be open to .the United Sfateii, and the dangfitons inter- 
courfe and, ruin9us. competition would ^e greater than ever. 
Befides, accor(img to till common fenfe, if" this bill was right, . 
the perpetual continuance of it mufl be r^ht \ for the preibnt 
yter happened to be a yea): of plenty in all th^ Britiflx da- 
minions : arid if His Majeftyfs fuHjeias were not now able to * 
fupply Newfoundland, they never cpuld be afile* la fliort, 
h^' could riot difcover that jhe b|U ufty favourable, to afjy in- 
t^cfts exceut thofe of the United States i aa hcmourible «en- 
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tieman,,. the preceding oigtit^ had jpentioned. tbem as.pecut 

liarly entitled to favour. Lp prderei^ce tQ FraQCC» ThU came 

naturally, from tj)e hopourabl^ genitleipan who h;^d re^cenUy: 

arrived froin the United Sutcts, ^bere he hai4 vndcNibtedlvf 

bee:n witnef^ to the iingulf r henevcd^niqe yrith which BrteUn 

fulijedis were treated bjf the NTew States, and to the fandliiDo* 

nipus attention to' ^he fajth qt tr^tifS| .which was at this 

honf placing the New Sts^tes in a point of v^ew unparajlelled 

in. the hiliory'oF any. ^S^'pf any country. He could have 

wiiheS to' have known froqi the famfe ;eye-iyitncfs bow it, 

hap^'ni^d,' tbatjh forhe qfthe New 3rati^s Briti^ Jhips and^ 

th^if cargc^s w;ere fi^bje^,.to.pc^^ duties and i^pftraints,, 

ridtwithftahdihg that m this kingdpqji thip^njjqrchandife of th^, 

Unitetf States remained to this, hour ej^enipt from the dotieS) 

impbied^oti the goods oif the moft friendly powers of Europe*; 

GWtl^me^ had talked, o^ the fupply ot Newfoundland as a 

matter of difBfcujty, andjtV*^^^V»Menit tftat they qonceived, 

it to be an undertaking ipf gre^it extent : h^ .thought it righ^j 

therefore to inform theih, that:;ia the ^year, 17.71, .when ^bje. 

fiftfe'ry floviri/hed; the value of all the pxpvilions brought 

from Nbrth, America .Wafe only. gbqol. jirid iathe laft year, 

the qdantity of flout afidj* bread .brought .from the* United,! 

Sbtes hiaid been very inconfiderable, and the live cattle* 

aibpurited* to one hundred abd twenty. . 

' For fuc^ considerations the tioufe was ajked to fa^rifice a 
pfitiiMc of law, which hfc believed to he a juft principle ; : 
and ir it were otherwife, of as c6httnded by tht'framers o£. 
the bill, he ftill thought t^t the . direft communication 
ihould be clofed aga^nft the United States. He would no( 
refunie the difpute on the law queftion ; but would only fay^ . 
that if it happened to him to imagine tha,t he had difcovered 
a point of law contrary t<i the general appreheniion of man- 
ktfld, and mifcbievous in all its confeq^uences to the intercft 
of th^fe kii^doms. he wputd have concealed it with as much 
cafrc as if he had difcovered a new poifon, or, at leaft, he 
would not have brought forwards the poifon in one band, 
wi^faout'bringing its antidote in the other. Thcfe npw difcp- 
YttttSf however, or ftcW inventors, had been governed by a , 
different fentiment, and had maintained their difcovery with . 
asHnuch alacrity and earneftnefs as if it had been beneficial 
to the inttrefts of the Bntifli eippire.. . 

Mr: Jifttiih/on reblifcd to Mr. Eden, and, by a refcrencie Mr. j««. 
to'vhat had paflcd before the Committee of the Privy '^^^^o"* 
Gouocili contettded^ that had the Hoiifc gone into an exa- 

Z 2 mination 
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' mination of all the parties ftated to be intcrcftcd in the bill, 

they would have heanl a -great deal .of evidence of the moft 

irr^Conciltablc -attd c/dntradiQory nature, each fet of wit- 

nefTes having direiftly contradiftcd the aflVtions of the other 

before the Corftrhittee of Privy Council,, pis Majefty*s 

Mihiftefs therefore Vere under the necefiity of cqnfulting 

the merchants of Po6le and Daftiiiouth, who werjc princi^ 

pally interefted,*and tipoii a comparifoii of what they faid 

with the opinion or the Kin^*s officers who had been at 

Newfoundland, had'proccedjcd to draw fuch a bill as might 

do good, but could do no bdrmJ Mr. Jcnkinfpn contro-r 

verted Mr. Fox's argument, that the' trade' oueht to be more 

opened, by ftaiidg, that if that were tl^e ca(,e,'it would be 

utterly impoffible to prevent American veflels.from carrying 

on the t^ade, for that they would fail, under old regifters, and 

through -a variety of frauds fmuggje New-£ngland rums to, 

Newfoundland, /^r* Jenkinfpn. fai^, it vvas aftohifhing 

what iippofitiohs wcfe pra(ftifed Jby the/^-n^eficaii, flvppers 

in different inftances, and that thirty pounds were pi^blicly 

advertifed for a Bririm regifter in thb American newfpapcrs, 

Ld. Nprth. Lord North m'airitaih.ed his doSrine /elativfe tp tb^ goner^il 

principle, that all cqlohial intercqurfe fhlould b^lj^dj^n qiQ- 

nopoly by thenidiher country ; but i^dmhtcd that diq/upply 

of Newfoulidlahd was an allowable exception to thQ^gfaeral , 

principle; declaripg, however, thqt^jhe Houfe. ha<^ been de- 

pHved of receiving the information H^ mig{it Have,, bad as tq , 

the degree of deviation froijii the general pripciple th^t, wa$ 

ntCcffaryi ' "W. .'•./• ; 

Mr HoWf-. \Mt\ Hold/worth allowed that ^e bill,, though it qid not.gq 

vorth. to tliti extent of reftfiftiori that the merchants of iJjart- 

Soiith wiflied, was n^verthelqs f^tisfaftory to them,^ JVIr. 
oldfworth defended his conftitueqts^ acknowledging that it 
was to the Newfoundland trade, carried' on from Dfiriaiouihy 
that he flood indebted for his'feat'ih that affembly, and afTcrr , 
tihg that the merchants of Dartmouth were men pf as pauch 
honour as any defcription of mevchanrs inthp kij)gdpaj.' . 
SirCecrgc Sir Gecr^c Collier fuggefted the propriety, of n\^kuigifpme 
Collier. provifions to proteftjthe importation of . rum to.Nevyfo^pd- . 
Jafid from our Weft-India iflands, as the beil meps of *pj-e- 
vcpting the iqtrqduj^tioa of New-Eng{and rpms into the ' 
colony. ' '. • ! 

Mr. Dcmp. Mr. I^cm^cr.xoit to enter his prpteft agaiqft the bill^,on * 
^ef. '' the ground of his not beingr fvifijciently iijfformed to be at^e , 
to determine whether it ought to pafs pEjaot :• but, before he 
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did fo, be wtfhed tg^havQ an aoiWcr relative to the power of 
the refident inhabitants of Newfoundland to procure afupply 
of proviiions during the winter, in cafe the merchants of 
Great Britain omitted to fend out a fufficienl fupply for that 
feafon of the year, .: . 

Mr. Hold/worthy ,in reply, faid, the fupply fcnt.out annu- Mr. fMiU 
ally always was calculated to fcrvc for, the winter as Well as worth, 
the filhiiig feafon, and that it was ufuaily flocked in Aores 
provided for the purpofe; but even if the mtrchants of 
Great Eritain failed, the NewfoundJl^ders coiild lend to 
Nova Scotia and Canada for a frcfh fupply. 

Mr. AldcKinati ffatfon rofc to flatc to the Houfe the fprt Mr. Ai^^ 
of fails he nKant to. have adduced in evidence, had his wit- Watfon. 
neifes, men of the firfl and p\o& refpe^able characters, been 
permitted to be heard at the bar- The fafts were, the quan- 
tity of barrels of flour, and the price, fent at different timeg 
to Newfoundland from Gr&at Britain and Canada* Before 
the Alderman fat down, he made a very animated ironical 
appeal tqtbe feelings of the Houfe on the great liberality^ 
that was due to the United States of .America, for their 
wonderful kindncfs to the unfortunate )LoyaU(l$, their ex— 
treihe partiality and favour to the Britifh fhips, and their 
iicigular encouragemeiit of the commerce of this country in 
cyery point of view. - ' , , . 

The queftion was put on Mr* Fox's motion, and nega<* 
tiy.ed. The bill .was then read a third time, ' \ 

"^u Eden^,on the Speaker's reading the title, moved, in- 
fle.ad of. il)£ words "for confiiiing," &c* to amend by. in- 
fertiiig the words " authorifing and '* — 

, Mr. ^^^'^/VyCiw faid, he was . exceedingly furprifed at this^ Mr. jcn- 
a? he had really (Undcrftood that the- r^ht honQurabie gcn-^"^**- 
tleman-h^d given up ;hat idea as ill founded, and had only 
objei£led to.tbe;dij9rerex^t. and right opinion being brought' 
forward*. , ^ i , k- , - : .- .^ ^ 

^ Mr* £<s'^» fai4, thjat neither he npr others, whofc opinions Mr.£aea< 
he refpcftcu^, defifted from their ppjnion, or had ever waver* 
cd in .tii^eiricpnfidencc of /its.b^ing right, He continued to 
think, witliput joiiftiag: on the law of nations/ oA the trea- 
ties, or genftfal ufpge, or on.tbe wbol6 analogy of ourcom- 
mcrcial.fy^ilcpn,. {SThat a*Briliih$:plony, by feparaling itfelf 
fS from,, the ri^rUiA^. d«n)ini<»ci., and becoming indepeodenr, 
M_did not; th/eripby acquire rights within the Britifh domi- 
M mons, which it did nQtbefore pofTefs, unlefs thofe rights 
>f )vcre given by ap' aft of the Lcgiflature." He accord- 
ingly 
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ftfglr dSb^dlcl tftf%*ftlMl<Ilft«!AI^;-t!M iVifikiiA'b^' entered oil 
the JoutnaiU, attd ncKPio th* eitp^fttfi6rf' of citryiiigit. ' 

The Houft Te(qWt<A ttfelf i ritd' jrCoWriiittcc of Sii^^ly; 
the Mar4)]i$ df Grahatt m 4h« ehafi". ' - 
Btr Gcer]^ Sir George Tonge ftatcd to the Cotntnitteii' tic arojy^c'ftif- 



Sir G«»ytf 2^irgtf ftatcd to the Committci}' tic zxt^y^ ^fi 
bliflilficrnfc^df the y<dh He reraarkta; 'that it' appeafiiJ' 



in 



tbclaft lefEdfl t6 htfvl^ b«th the< gcfntfral' Wifif of the H<^ui(! 
that tb« foorrtglmc*t*,-frbid'tBt66thto'thc 701K' iHoolJ 
b€ cbiriidcffadfcSf thdr nitfrftorlbui fcrvitefc * aAd^tHaC'the of- 
fi*ew*Wh6'kAd ^stpetidtA thttrprbi^rty' itf'^tlft pirchifcW 
coronniiEoasy Ihould ii6«,' oiittie^rcfdMhon^ lfe*t>iit ob half pay; 
Jlrtoliyj^UMifie wttb this^'iVv^ the'ifft^httonW Gbvernmeot 
tc^^kcttpiup-'th^ f^nlc#t«^td'th^76t^'; arffl'tWs wdo^fl- b^ 
dtAltet irt < a» way af*HlW»gtjbtif»^ td'^thi*' PoBlfd l^e farther re- 
I0ftipktd,<i3^t the diffiS^fehceb^t^^ti tfrS^ t)f<rrdni^ cl^ablitti- 
iMttt'dnd'tbatof' I74b5;i^l&s'6n1^' tW6 hundfeD^ahd'fifcy Wn. 
Sir Gcorgfe cWi^lii«*T whh^ mbViigj- ** That' a' nvtfibci^ 
«*^ of land forttt; ifldiid^ftg^ aS^b'inviKdsj artfiouhtiig to* 
•* 18,053 «**ft>*^ «n^^» 'W^^cfnplSyeg for ly^s;''* — ^« That 
« 6^55^963^ 4s. jdw be grthVed't6*Hii Majcfty foi^ ^cfriybgj 
•« ' thtf cbir^iof- the< fttift^.*^ Atfd •'*^ That ai2,02 r 1. 45. 4d'. 
««* fot fdh:e# a«ft! gaWiTdnH^ 
u. North. ♦ I;o«*N;^fr'^ifhc^^t<y'kAd#1ii^^^ 

ble baronet coold fhew^ that adding {air'Ti^ti).thii to HbA^^ 
pitfiiftft tRAAVbmmi tW)Ald^bc aTaViiig Vth|t"Pn]blic J- . 
Sit George Sir George rongeKeSA^'Wili ^WA^riiThfth^ -reduaioiiior 
Yongp. otl^dromhi^r ^Mihfc ptfiati^^ifk^^i^ the wbble. 

eftttfbtfftiM^t,' th^ faVmgs fi^M^Wtifch' would mo^'thaln de* 
fray the expences of keppiri|^Tip!'thcfe four r^ihiinits. 
Col - F?t». C6lAllc>^i5to^rft#'w'!ft%l h> tnelnfthriii^ if there wei» any 
Patrick^ reaAffis'^to b^tiiS^id'fer ti^ %d8it^ 6f iiit'^^^ ko the ' 

laten^^hhliHlftflinrl h« kAii<#^mft' ari^ irdrdnit independent of ^ 
ctfcommiy } forj onf-tft«Tci:4s-<if 'ekpaftsef; fae'beii^vtd the re-* 
duAion in the battaliona would be equal to the chaiges tfae^ 
r rtghnefi^haddhioA*^taiia>M!dUC^; on tins occaSon it was . 
certaiii^)r 'very' ^Hag»eeatyl»;'f bat th^fi^Was bb pedcih of <>ft$aip 
fiMihy in'tht Unffiitas^ pit>fe^n to whom the Hoafis might ^ 
apply* for ififorftratkm ^ehnlVe to the uitiitary advantaged of ^ 
this'incredfe'iivtM^atiiHtlmiMlt.' To thelionourableBaro^ ' 
ntti the^Houfe^ould tun Jo^'for this fortpf inrdrmatkli!! ; ^ 
bis khowMdge ^mgon^rfcly offieial, all ptoftffional inquity' ' 
muft be'frmt'fert. Thoi^hnhe^plafi laid doWh b'^lhehb^' 
noui-aUe Batonbi! might be^nsefroitt'objeaidnii dh the fc6i«'' 
3 ^' 



pf qi;D<5ij4itftr^ Xhc. dbjedions jn?p4e tp hjm, wheii he £lle4 
.that dcpji^iuppm;^ ic^ rei)ucj^ t^e .bat^s^Upqs ^ey^ fp low as 
tfaiey then ftood, would remind iiim, tt)at.^h<9y w^re liable to 
^qtl^s pf sijpil'it^y W^f • H^t^S^^ t^e number of men. 
,%o. Ipcreafe tine nuopiber cf .r^iu^nt^, uroulft indeed increafe 
tlfi^ patronftc^y bpt woplq^ 'y\ his ^ind» bf yery f;|r from afr 
iii):\n$ tJ^e (eryice. He jigaki rpp(E?^d iis .cpnce m tbait there 
was no geatlpmaq of ^-fu^ ip ^tv^ j^^rpf^^dSAoa .tp fatisf;f the obt- 
je£Hbns on this point. 

Sir tiforjg.€ ^onge repljed, .that ix wa^ ^QX fi Jittle fttange to sir Ge«f|e 
hear a gentlemap, w^o ^^ fofprwaycd ip tbp Mft (eflion tP Y<«««- 
ftay^ fopfethinjS 4W^ 49*^ -^Hpfe ^^i^jr r^giiyv^ti, fl^putd be the 
fir^ liqw to 9hue<a to it. Whep 9 i|fti>le Lord, who WA$ not 
then prefent, (Lpfd ^eaqcbamp.) ha.4 M^jth^ laft feffion made 
feme m'otioQ relative 19 .tbefe r^in^^ptSy he well recoUedled . 
.that ho^ovrable geptlpmap tp h^ye 4^Q}ared, that it was in 
):h9 font^inplatiop of Ggy^nuQ^nt |o prpvidefor tjhem at the 
tip:x? jchev were f^^tTu^g H^ pp^^ce eA^iihoiei»t. He alfo rer 
co11e<5^f^ that thfs additip^ pf jtwo pf theip £x i?€giment$ to 
j^be ^v^ex e/labli£bin>ei^t vpaf (hat h<;N|i4ii«fable gentleman's 
p.wj;i n^fare ; fo tha^j in fh(9 ^Jit^rn^ti ve, he ihoyl4 expeft 
him to prefer rather a high tt^^ ^ lofv eftablifliBteDt. 

CoLpqel Pbif^ laid^ when be cpn&4^nBd the great aad fig- CoLPhipfi. 
nal^^r vices pt the ibur ri^ip^eipts i|i W^ftion. and particii«* 
iafly of the pfficersj he was 9j(lof)i^Q4 pql tp fifid tba^ ho«> 
po^r^I^ gentleman, who lu4 bp^p uriMefi to their dejEbrts, 
pay that teftiftipny which they, meiit^* It was irefli in tb^ 
i^ipdf of eyery one wHp 9tten4^ thtt l^ft M^po pf Perlian 
ment, ti^ajt itH? Hpi^fe pn ^ji ft cfes^ ?»d MriiPHUrJy where dne 
qopbn^bie gentleman (at, wa^ ^vf0 <H4I90IK>us tp baive focno 
provifipn mad^ for thejr R.$«^{:4 a ^^4 wkm the boppiirAUo 

fentlemap Ipolf^ on qne ijide ^ fh^ ppniiitio* of the poor 
>Wic, and t^n the qjh^j?? Ij^p |<) that pf th^ poor ofi<:ecs, bic 
<;on^der^ion fof tb^ ^FfP^ (l^vld iv>l pynx^ome his cogi*^ 
paffion fpr the latter. As tp the pf^lpipp&pf prpfeSooal gen«^ 
UQXfen pn the miUtairy ^dy^pts^ef of thp meafure, he b»i 
Cevc^ it wpold g<pneral)y \^ 9j]pw«Kl« (hat, f6r facilitating the 
recrpiting ferYi9e, at|4. ^nfw^ing the pi^rppfes of any emer-*' 
gency, it was alwjfiys bettjeic to rod^cf the Qwafaer of meiii 
tl}an thp numbqr pf t^giii^^ts a(^ booie^ thoi^h abroad it 
^ight 1^ Qthe'rwife. 

Lo'r4 ^^ Gordon bp^e teftimQny to th^ pa?l;tca^r ^oerits LoM Adam 
^f that raiment to which beiform^y belpngied, and which} ^w^m. 
was included in thfi fpm: raiments, now in.Queftion. He/ 
could, of bis know.l^£f^ aflej:^^ t^t ;Jl ^tpftcfiri ia that. 

regiment 
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regiment had purchafed their cbniTnifliohs, and Tie was equally 
juftifiable in faying that they were all a fet of very deferving 
and moft gallant men. 
Mi. Steelr. Mu Steele remarked, that on a former occafion. When 
theie were two fyftems of reduSion propofed, the one in the 
number of men, the other in the number of regiments, the 
honourable gentleman, who made the objeflions to the four 
regiments, was one of thofe who declared himfelf an advo^ * 
cate for the former. 
^^'^*' Colonel Fitzpairick did not cxpe6l that any thing Hef ihould 
'*^" have faid on a former occafion ihould be confldered of con- 

fequence enough to be fo accurately remembered. However, 
he would fpare the honourable gentleman the trouble of far- 
ther quotation, and acknowle^e the circuciftance; but he 
by no means thought it a neceflSry conclufion, that becaufe 
he held that opinion as far as r^rded two regiments, he 
was bound to carry it to every extent ; befidc, when the 
peace eftabliihment was made^ it was underftood that the re- 
duftion came fo low as the 64th regiment, the two others 
which were fullered to remain, only having that indulgence 
while they were abroad ; but on their return home, were to 
be reduced as the other regmients. 

When gentlemen attempted to fpeak upon the fubjcft, he 
expefled to hear them explain what a battalion ought necef- 
farily to confift of, and how far it would admit of redu(Slion ; 
but he had Hill to lamefit the filetrce of gentlemen, in whofe 
power it would be to throw fome light upon the bufinefs ; 
and whatever refpeft he* might have in another line for the 
honourable gentleman who had brought himfelf forward in 
this bufinefs, as a man of profeiBon, he could not by any 
means agree toxonfider a Lieutenailt Colonel qualified, from 
his rank) orfituationin the army, to deliver a profeffional 
opinion for the direAion of a Houfe of Commons. He per- 
fedtly agreed with the noble Lord who fpoke fo handfomely 
of the officers who- compofed thofe* regiments, and was as 
much of opinion as he or any other perfon could 'he, that 
they, were intitldd to the attentioh of Parliament ; but he 
could neither fee the policy nor expediency of keeping up fix 
uegiments w«M3torohiodate the* officers. The admiiiiftration 
in which he b»d the honour to bear a part, intert^ed to pro- 
vide for thofe officers, by continuing them in fufl pay, and 
feconding them among the whole army. This would neither 
be lioHle to the objedion ' of deducing the battalions, nor 
would it aim at that patronage which an enlarged cftablifh- 
meiit muft atw;iys give. Of this opinion was the honourable 

General 
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General who was then Comiiiander in Chief, in which fitu- 
ation he was forry not to fee any perfon now whom the Houfe 
could confider at the fame time refponfihleand competent. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, though he could not pretend, on Mr. Chan- 
this fuhje6l, to deliver a profeflional opinion, he muft con* "**°' ^*"* 
fider himfelf poflefled of fome degree of refponfibility, and as 
fuch, exempt from one part of the objeflion. When the ho- 
nourable gentleman fpoke of the patronage annexed to the in- 
creafe of the eftahlifliment, and the more dangerous, as not 
being under the control of a refponfible officer, he might con- 
fider that this was not the firft time this' country had been 
without a commander in chief in times of peace; nor need 
he feel any alarm for the hands in which the patronage of the 
army w^as now placed, for more partiality need not now be 
apprehended than might appear under the diredlion of a com- 
mander in chief 5 nor in the diflribution of rewards and fa- 
vours, need they now dread any worfe condudl than might 
have prevailed under higher aufpices. He agreed with the 
honourable gentleman that he was not obliged to carry his 
opinions on regimental redud^ion to the utmoft extent ; but 
when it was confidered how flowly the recruiting fervice now 
Went on, it would appear right to keep a number of regi- 
ments employed in the bufinefs ; and the objections to the 
low jrtate of the battalions would be done away, wheii it 
was confidered that they were far from being full, even at 
the prefent hour. 

Col. Phipps faid, whisn he rofe to fpeak his fentimen'ts on Cal.Phippj. 
the fubjeft before the Houfe, he did not do fo from thinking 
himfelf entitled to any particular confideration for his being 
in the profeflion j nor did h^ think it any extraordinary pre- 
fumption in a Lieutenant Colonel to give even a military opi- 
nion wh^n regimental queftions were in difcuffion, for he 
confidered them even better qualified than General Officers to 
fpeak to thefe points, as they were affairs to which General 
Officers did not fo much attend. He reminded the Houfe, 
th<u when he had mentioned in the lafl fefSon, when the ' 
Houfe was employed on this very fuhjedl, that thofe meri- 
torious officers might be provided for without adding to the 
national expence, by reducing fome of thofe regiments which 
did no fervice, as tlie Blues ; he was anfwered, that His v. 
Majefty fliould always retain erhployments and (Ituations of 
this kind to confer on officers of exalted merit ; among 
wl>om, he was willing to rank the honourable General who 
was Colonel of them. But could not this be done a« well 
by ffrantiii^ him a pedfioo, and reducing the regiment ? 

Vai.XvII. A a Ihelo 
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Tbcfe, he faid, were the regiments which were real o hjefl* 
of reduftion, and not thofe to whom the honourable gentle- 
man objefled. 
Lord Adftoi Lord ^dam Gordon fpoke againft fecondary officers as the 
Gordon, worfl of meafures, and one which would be no compenfatioo 

to gentlemen who looked for rank and promotion. 
Col Fitz* Colonel Fitzpatrki hid, if fecondary officers was an im- 
pacrickr. proper and unfair meafure, it went to the officers themfelves, 
fdr it was precifely what they required* He explained him- 
felf not to have meant any imputation on the honouralbe 
officer oppofite to him, (Col. Phipps) hut to fay that his 
rank did not intitle him to give an opinion to reguhite the 
decifion of the Houfe of Commons ; and at the fame time 
declared himfelf to have fpoken officially^ 3$ being in the 
place of Secretary at War lately. 
, Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox faid, though incompetent to decide on a military 
queftion, he could not avord adverting to fome expreffions of 
an honourable gentleman y (Mr. Pitt) who, by an infinuation, 
feemed to glance at the charafter of a gentleman high in mi- 
litary rank. While General Conway filled the ftation of 
Commander rn Chief, among the rnfinuntions which were 
thrown out againft him, he believed none ever went fo far as 
to charge him with partiality in the exercifeof that patronage 
which his fituation conferred on him. Whether the fame 
could be faid of thofe who now had that department^ was 
more than he eould afi^rt, having heard nothing on the fuh- 
je6t ; but he thought it incumbent on him to fay thus much 
in vindication of an abfeat man, for whom, if prefent, no 
perfon need fpeak, for no one was better able to do it than 
himfelf. Befoire he fat down,, he muft lament, with his ho- 
nourable friend^ that no refponfible officer could in this cafe 
be reforted to, in whom the Houfe could place that confidence 
which, as one of His Majefty's Minifters> it was his.right to 
claim. It was true, as an honourable gentleman had re- 
marked, that this was not the firfl time when this country 
was without a Commander in Chief in time of peace, but 
inftances, fuch as the prefent, (hewed it to be no Icfs true 
that it was an appointment which this country Hood at all 
times equally in need of. 

After this the motion for the fupplypafied, and the Houle 
adjourned at half paft eight o'clock. 

February ly^ 

Mr.Edca, Mr. EJen rofe, and moved for the two papers whkrh' ftand 
firft in the fubjoined lift : He faid that his obje£t in calling 

3 ■ fo^ 
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for thofe papers evidently refpefted certain points of difcuffion 
in the relative fituation of the two kingdoms : he had already 
called for various other papers with a Smilar view^ and many 
more would xindoubiedly become neceflary. The lift of pro- 
hibitions now called for was ftated with much detail, becaufe 
the officers of the cufloms very properly followed fuch orders 
literally ; but it might be given without difficulty* having 
been completed ^nd printed two years ago, and the fubfequent 
alterations in it had been very trifling. His view in dehring 
the other paper, mentioning the-feveral duties of excife, was 
to fliew the burdens which the general defence of the empire 
fatid entailed on this kingdom in all the principal articles of 
its confumption : the means of comparing this confideration 
with Ireland muft be obtained from other documents* Mr. 
Eden took the occafion to explain a miftake into which he 
faid he had fallen a few days ago, when in defcribing the 
energy and refonrces of this country, he had faid that the ' 
laft year's prbduce of excife and cuftoms exceeded the produce 
of all former periods', even after deducing all the late addi- 
tional duties ; he was exceedingly forry to find in an account 
for which he had moved, and wnkrh was now printed, that 
the grofs produce of excife for 1784, though greatly above 
that of 1783, fell fliort of the product of 1702, and there 
remained farther to be dedutfted a conflderable fum for thofe * 
branches of duties which had not commenced till after the 
5th of fuly, 1782. 

Mr. rlden concluded with moving for 
■• An ;^ccount, or lift of goods, prohibited to be imported 
** or exported from Great Britain, diftingui thing in feparate 
•* and alphabetical ftatements,** 

*• Firftj Goodsprohibited to be imported^ — Second, Goods 
** prohibited to be imported and ufed in Great Britain — 
** Third, Goods prohibited to be imported for fale — Fourth, 
** Goods prohibited to be imported for fale by any perfons, 
•* except made and wrought in Ireland, or taken upon the 
** feas or wrecked— Fifth, Goods prohibited to be imported 
*' for fale, without licehfe from His Majefty — Sixth, Goods 
•* prohibited to be imported for fale by ftrangers or. aliens— 
*• Seventh, Goods prohibited to be imported, except in par- 
" ticular weights and packages, or uti(ler fome other reftric- 
" tion — ^Eighth, Goods prohibited to be exported," 
The Speaker ftated the queftion ; when 

Mr. Rofe faid, that he had no objedlion to thp paper rer Mr. Rofc. 
quired, but that the right honourable gentlcnian might have 
«ad it by a much fliorter defcription. 

A a 2 Mr. 



i8o PARLIAMENTARY A. i'7&5. 

^r.Rofe next raoved for, 

ifl. " A table of the rates of excife duties, as grant^ by 
** feveral a6ls of Parliament:, vyith the total duty on each 
••commodity, together with the feveral per cents. thereOflf 
** to b^e completed to the fecpnd feffion of the 24tb year of 
" His Majefty inclufive " 

ad. ** An account of the goods on which higher duties 
** are impofed on the importation from other countries^- than 
** from Ireland, with the quantities from each iipported for 
•* theiaft five years, diftinguilhing.each year-'* 

Jtd< ** An account of the imports into England froni Ire- 
ind, for five years, ending the 25th of March, 1784, 
*• ^i^inguii^ing the quantity an4 value, with tbe duties pay- 
** able thereon. * 

^th. " An account o^f exports from England to !{rehuul for 
•• nve years, ending the 25th of March, ^784, difiinguifhing 
*• the quantify and value, witl^ the duties payable thereon.*' 

Mr»£aen. Mr. £^<r« obferved, that left the Hpufe ilxould be mi fled 
into fallacious inferences, they ought to be fippvized, that 
the valuation of Irifh linens by the opicers of the Englifh 
cuftoms, \^as, in conformity to Come old ruje, qiQchl^fs than 
one half of the real value ; vyhich» upon an article of twenty 
millions of y.irds, v?as a rpatter of great moment, if fucTi y*^- 
luations were meant to be ufed as materials of deliberation, 

Mr. Rofe. Mr. Rpfe anfwered, that it was unneceflary to, anticipate 
this remark, more efpecially as it would be eafy to cbrre£t 
the Englifli valuation by the Irifh P^Pji which would ^Uo be 
laid beJrore the Houfe. 

Mr. For. Mr. Fox ftated his wifh to hear fome accounts of the duties 

paid in the two kingdoms on^ the refpeiSlive iqaportatiqns ; 
and 

ceiiorPm! Mr. Chancellor Phi informed him, that fuch an account 
was preparing. 

The Houie then went into a Committee on that p^t of 
His Majefty's fpeech which recommended to the conflder^tion 
of parliament, the Reports of the Comnxiffioners of Public 
Accpunt$ ; Sir Adam Fergufon took his feat at the table. 

Mr, Chan- . Mr. Chaijicellor Pitt then entered into the review and con- 

ce»].rFi,rr. fideratioi) of tlie important topics contained in the Reports of 
the Commiflioners. . He faid, that though voluminous, they 
tnight.be -arranged under two or three general heads; apd 
for the purpofe of clearly in veftigating the merits of tlie fug- 
geftions, it was neceflary to diltinguiih them. It was. im- 
pofSble for him, or for Parliament, to fpeak in adequs^te com-r 
mendaiion of the labours of tliefe gentlemen : they had given 

• fights' 
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lights to Parliam^t on fubjeils hitherto involved in the mod 
inter utable obfcurity, which if purfued by the Legiflatqre 
with equal energy and wifiloni, would be produftive of thd 
moft Valuable benefits. It was his duty, and the duty of the 
Houfe, to profit frcnn the Reports which had been laid before 
them. Without going at length into the mafs of matter 
v?hich the twelve Reports contained, it was his wifli, he 
faid, to lead the Houfe to the review of their labours in the 
grofs, rather thari the detail, and under the diftindl heads 
into which the whole might be refolved. 1 hefe heads were, 
in his mind, the follpwing ; 

I. The Commiffioners had turned their attention to the 
inanner in which .the revenues of the country vvere coUedled^ 

a. They had then entered into the confideratlon of the fe- 
veral officers of expenditure, ^nd of the manner in which the 
puhliq money was iffued through the Exchequer. And, 

3. The manner in which that money, fo iffued, was chequed 
apd c(introlled, and how it was ultimately accounted for to 
the Exchequer. 

Under thefe three heads^ he believed, might be compre- 
hended all the fubjefts embraced by the Commiflioiiers in their 
twelve Reports. The firft, namely, that which refpedled the 
cpUe6tion of the revenues, and which made the fiibjedl of 
the two firft Reports, had already confiderably engaged the 
public attention. Their ideas with refpeft tp the colledlion of 
the land tax, had been improved in a great meafure, and con- 
fiderable benefit had been derived from their fu^geftions. In- 
llead of fuffering the produce of the tax to- lie, as had been 
t^fuaU in the hands of the Commiffioners, means bad been 
taken by Parliament to enforce the more ipcedy payment of 
the fuips In their bands j and that they fhould be themfelvef^ 
rewarded by fixed falaries, rather than by fees ^nd poundage. 
In thi? p;irt pf the Reports, therefore, he believed the Com- 
mittee would not find any thing fo materially deferving of 
tfeeir confideration, as in other fubjefts which he fhould have 
occafion tP itiention in the courfe pf what he h^d to fay. 

In the fame manner, another topic, included irx this Branch 
oif their inquiry, the Foil Office, had been in the late aft ' 
co^ifiderably amended. The Cp.mmiffioners ftated in the 
Repo^f t, that the Po^l Office w^s dirededt tp pay 700I. a week 
tq th^ Tteafi^ry out of the produce of this branch of tbe • 
reveni^e ; and ^hat this was a very fmall fum, in proportion 
to the fum derived from this fund. The Committee would, 
however, recol left, that in the laft bill, when the addition 
was made to the duty oja letters, aA^. the other regulations 

were 
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were introduced, the Office was diredled to pay 3000I. in- 
ftead of 700I. into the. Trcafury, and this fum was now re- 
gularly paid. He believefd it was as much as could be weekly 
drawn from the Office ; leaving a fufiicient fum in their handb 
to anfwer the f^xigencies of the Office. This being the cafe, 
the Chancellor faid, he would not detain the Committee in 
this ilage, but would haften to that on which he deligncd to 
move 'thtJm that night. 

The fecond branch of the Reports, and which compre- 
hended five or fix of their number, was, as he had ftated, 
an account of thefe public offices, and their conduct, through 
which the money pafled in its application to the various fer- 
vices ifor which it was granted. He would firft call their at- 
tention to the Navy Office, as that which immediately after 
, the Pay Office was the moft important. The Pay OfGce 
had of late been confiderably amended, and was now brought 
nearly to the flate recommended by the Commiffionery^ It 
Was the peculiar charge brought againft the offices that bal- 
lances had been fuffered to accumulate in the hands of the 
officers, and to lie in their hands long after they had quitted 
the public fervice. Balances were alfo fufiered unneceflarily 
to increafe in the hands of officers while they remained in 
place. This very expenfive and inconvenient pra£tice had 
arifen froqti various caufes, and was chiefly fuftained and 
perfevered in by the very great delay whicn there was in 
paffing the accounts of public officers at the Exchequer, and 
the old and obftinate forms of the Excheauer ; which, how- 
ever proper and accommodating they migtit be to our expen- 
diture when they were adopted, were now infinitely too 
confufed, dilatory, and intricate, for the enlarged bufinefs 
cff our prefent expenditure. He had the happinefs to fay, that 
his right honourable friend, the prefent Treafurer of the 
Navy, had, in confequence of the Report of the Commiffio- 
ners on his particular office, taken the whole of the praAice, 
and of their fuggeftions, into his moft able confideration ; 
and he had, after much inquiry and deliberate confultation, 
fbrmed a plan which promiied to be effi;6luaL It feemed, in 
his eyes, to have all the ends in view which the Commiffioners 
recommended, and which that Houfe muft be eager to com- 
pafs. It tended to keep down balances in the hands of the 
Treafurer of the Navy for the time being, aiid to take them 
totally out of the hands of thofe who might quit the office. 
1 hefe were benefits which were not imaginary ; and he 
trufted that his right honourable friend's ideas would not be 
found, upon trial, incompatible with the prefent forms, nor 

inadequate 
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inadequate to the duties of oflSce. They might at fir ft he 
difficulty and^ to men habituated to the old ferms, unplea* 
fant ; but time would recommend as well as facilitate the 
jcheme ; and as it was only in cafe of a war, that material 
difficulty could occur in cairying it into praftice, he trufied 
that that was a period fo remote, that we ihould be fami- 
liarifed to the new pradice before the difficulty fhould occur. 
This plan was framed on the fuggeftions of the Commit 
fioners. Its firft provifion was, that every Treafurer, on 
quitting his office, ihould transfer the balances in his hands 
to his fucceflbr; and fecondly, that every Treafurer of the 
Navy, while in office, fhould clofe his accounts every year. 
Thefe were not impradlicable regulations. The firft might 
be accompli fhed by a change in the manner of keeping the 
accounts. It was now common, at the diftance of a length 
of years, when a ihip's books were nearly clofed, to take 
fuch men as remained unpaid, and place them on an account 
of arrears. Why not do this at an earlier period, and in a 
greater extent ? The principle was the fiiyne, though the ope- 
ration would be on a larger fcale. 

In addition to this, we fhould have to Amplify the manner 
of keeping theaccounts, and in particular to remedy, by al- 
tering the great fource and pretence for delay in the office, 
the praftice of the fub-accountants. Inftead of the manner 
now in qfe, of their receiving the money neceflary to thejr 
feveral expenditures from the Treafurer of the Navy, and 
holding an account with him, by which he had a double cre^ 
dit, and was prevented ultimately from clofing his account 
with the Exchequer until he had clofed with all the fub-ac- 
countants ; inftead, therefore, of this old method, it was 
fuggefted by his right honourable friend, that the fub-accoun- 
tants flxoulddraw, by impreft, the funis neceflary to their feve- 
ral fer vices, and fhould have perfonally to account to the 
Exchequer, giving at the fame time the Treafurer for the 
time being regular information of the ftate of the applica« 
tion of the fums fo drawn. In addition to thefe means, and 
to reduce the balances in the hands of the Treafurer iof the 
Navy for the time being, and alfo of the fub-accountants, it 
was to be propofed, that the money fhould in future be 
placed in the cuftody of the Bank, as was now the cuftom 
with the army expenditure. 

. Another fource of enhancing the balances in the hands of 
the Treafurer was, that every head of fervice was kept dif- 
tin£l, and the fums appropriated to each of the fervices were 
Icept diftin£l : inftead of this, it was propofed, that when the 

fum 
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fum appropriated to any one fervice flioald bfe exhaufted, they 
ihould not draw for more money while they had fums in their 
hands originally drawn for other, and not diffimilar ferviceis. 
He faid not diffimilar, becaufe he would not agree that the 
new fcheme fliould totally abdiifli th6 old forms. Difiinft 
heads might bfe ftill maintained; and they Hat ui'ally divided 
themfelves into three — the Viftualling, the Navy, and the 
Commiffioners of Sick and Hurt. Under thefe feveral heads 
the fums might be applied indifferently, either to the particu- 
lar objefts for which the money was originally drawn, or by 
taking films from the other fervice, under the fame head, 
■which was not exhaufted. He had no doubt but from thofe 
propofitions, together with feveral other fubordinate rules, ^ 
new fcheme for condu£ling the office of the Treafurer of the 
'iS^avy might be; adopted, which would fulfil thte expeftations 
held but in the Report of the Commiffioners : he had no 
doubt but the Committee would go with hirti in his motion 
for leave, to bring in the bill ; and in that bill the ptopofitions 
would be made mudh more clear than, he was afraid, he had 
made them in his imperfedt Iketch. 

The next great office in this branch of the Reports was the 
Ordnance ; ifhd he was happy that the ideas of the Commil- 
fioners had fo intimately fallen in with thofe of the office 
itfeif , for they had adopted and carried into effeft a number 
of the fuggeftioiis thrown out in the Reports, which made 
it lefs neceffary than it otherways would be for the Commit- 
tee to enter much into the confid^ration of what had been 
faid on this office now. One remark only occurred, and 
that was, that the cuftody of the cafli /hould be \n the Bank. 

In regard to the Pay Office, the fame obfervatioh was to be 
made. The pradtice had been moft beneficially changed. 
Little or no money nc^ remained hi the hands of the Pay- 
niafter, and no balance could accrue. One very material 
circumfiance in this office, however, ftill remained to be 
amended, and that was the pra6lice of the expenditure in the 
article of extraordinaries. This was a thing unqueftionably 
more applicable to a time of war than peace ; for this reafon 
the Houie had more time ; hut it would not be an unprofit* 
able, nor was it an unneceffary labour, to look back to what 
had been the practice in the late war with regard to thefe ex- 
traordinaries. 

He \V.as well informed that in the enormous accumulation 
of thefe extraordinaries very great peculation had occurred ; 
and a careful review of the accounts might lead to confc- 
quences highly- beneficial to the Public. • Thfer'e was one cir- 
cumfiance 
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cumfiance which, in fuch a revifal, mufl be particularly ad* 
verted to, and from which he muft diilent from the practice 
of the Exchequer. He entered his proteft againft the maxim,, 
that a voucher, having all the formalities of a receipt, was to 
be cdnfidered and accepted as a complete difcharge to the ac- 
countant for the lum it fpecified, without any farther inquiry. 
The Commiffioners had well Hated how defedlivc vouchers, 
With all the requifiie formalities, might be; the accountant 
might have entered into coliufion with the party who was to 
furniih the commodities — or they might not have been fur- 
niftied to the amount — or they might not have been deliver- 
ed to the army A variety of abuies might have been com- 
mitted, which it would be ridiculous to fay a mere receipt 
would difcover. He charged no ofiBcer with fuel; abufes. 
He urged only generally, and dated this as a reafon for iafti- 
tuting a clofe and general inquiry into the whole of the ex- 
penditure under the head of Extraordinaries of the Army 
during the late war. For this purpofe, fufficient men mult 
be armed with fufficient powers ; they muft have power to 
call men before them, to force the produAion of papers, and 
to adminifter an oath. The Comptrollers of the army 
accounts, gentlemen who deferved moft highly of the Pub- 
lic, were, in bis mind, the moft proper to be entrufted witlv 
this, as well as other fubjedls of inquiry, check, and con- 
trol, which the bijls that he ihould move for went to in- 
troduce. 

There were fome other lefter confiderations in the office of 
the Paymafter of the Army, which the Commiffioners had, 
recommended to the notice of Parliament. The Paymafter 
of Widows' Peniions was an officer who might be fpared ; 
and the agents for the payment of the out*pennoners of Chel- 
fea Hofpital, and the whole management of the non«e&c- 
tive fund, required revifal. The latter had been fonie timo 
under the eye of the Comptrollers of the Army AccountSf 
and they had made very valuable amendments. To them 
alfo muft he referred the accounts of the fub-accountants, 
the general fource of delay and procraftination in every 
office. 

He next ^adverted to the third branch of this very intereft- 
ing difcnffion ; namely, the mannerin which the money thus 
ii£ed'was afterwards accounted for to the Exchequer. In 
the view of this department, the firft ftriking circumftance 
that occurred was, the mode of auditing thefe accounts by 
the Auditors of the Impreft. This the Commiffioners had 
ftated with truth to be, not an accurate examination into the 
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Tifes to which the fpecific funis had been applred, biit merely 
an inquiry into the arithmetical exafilnefs of each account. 
As this minute difquifition had been already atten4e4 to in 
tlie various inferior oflSces, it needed no great degree of dif- 
cernmentto pronounce this examination abfolutely nugatory. 
He felt, he faid, great reluctance in faying, that the aholifli- 
ment of fuch frivolity was abfolutely requifite ; he was loth to 
remove what bore even the ihadow of control, though ufe- 
Jefs in itfelf ; fuch an eftablifliment carried fometimes with it 
fuch a degree of awe as tended to render its purpofes effec- 
tuaU But when he confidered that the emoluments of this 
office increafed in a dire<9: proportion with the public dii^bi« 
lity to afford fuch increafe, he confefled he wiihed that pro- 
grefs teiHiinated, and that another eftablifliment, of lefs cx- 
pence, and more utility, might fucceed : an eftablifliment 
where efiicient chetks, and fubftantial difquifition, might take 
place of mere numerical forms and examinations. He next 
entered at large into a mode of auditing the accounts df the 
navy, r^uroed from the officers in its different depa,r€fhentSt 
the Ojmmjfltoners of the Navy, the ViiEluaUing* and the 
Sick and Hurt Officers. In each of thefe, though feveral 
> regulations had taken place fuice the prefent ihqiLiiWe$ were 

iet on foot, there was ftill a neceffity for farther r^fornia- 
tion. The mode of remedying thofe evils, which had been 
pFopofed by the Commiffioners of Accounts, and to which be 
acceded, was, the confolidation of thefe different offices of 
audit into one general eftablifliment, to examine into the nc« 
counts of ev^ry departmient, aijd invefted with more effi- 
cient powers than any of the prefent offices pof&fled, 
. The great fource,.he obferved, of the diftreffing embar- 
raSment of accounts, in themfelves rather too complicated, 
was, as he before fuggeftpd, the long credit given to fub-ac* 
eountants. • This it was prevented the Trea(^rers of the 
Navy from returning their accounts long after they hud beea 
o«t of office ; and« then, fr^oai the unaccountal)le relaxatioa 
aftd negle6i: which pervaded the entire fyftem, thefe iccoun* 
tfmtfj'were'fii'fS'red toretpin tiie balance of the pu&Ii^ money 
in their hands, fome even fo. Ion-; as forty years. This W4S 
not a lat6' oSje6fc of his attention : tie had, two yiear« Qf^e^ 
when firft he retained his prefent office, thrown out tlii^ idea 
as an important fubjeft of inquiry ; forae time, when but af 
eiflice, fee had followed h ftill farther, by ftatiog to that 
Houie, that the fums thet\ unaccduoued for iamoun ted to na lets 
a fum than forty^-feven roillions, and by moving at the faro^ 
tiwe, that an official inquiry fliowld be ijiftitttted. The hufi- 

uefs 
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nefs was then looked on as a mere chimera^ and' was treated 
with great pleafiintjry of imagination by an honourable gen- 
tleman oppofite him, whofe pleafantry, indeed, he was happy 
to fay, could eafily fport on any fiibjeft. The idea, at that 
time, went abroad, as if he had difcovered forty mHlions o£ 
the public money which had been ftolen, and which he had 
offered to refcue from the hands of the robbers. Had fuch 
an idea efcaped him, he would indeed have been a fit mark 
for ridicule. But to retqrn to his motion in its reality; he 
bad the pleafure to fay, that what was then treated as a mere 
romance, had proved itfelf a tale of truth ; what was then 
a Ihadow, was now converted into fubftance. From the in- 
quiries that had been inftituted, he was happy to inform the 
Houfc) that no lefs than twenty- feven millions fo unaccoun- 
ted for, had been difcovered ; and that the balance in favour * 
of the Public, on the accounts already examined, amountsd 
to no lefs than 257,000!. ; which fura, he had no doubt, be 
Should be able immediately to colle<St, fo as to apply it to the 
ufes of the current year; and farther, that he fuppofed that 
on a farther fcrutiny into the accounts that had been already ^ 

brought forward, and on a progrefs through the remainder^ 
this balance would be confiderably and fubftantially increafed. 
The manner in which it was intended to proceed was, by 
commanding the debtors of the nation to pay in the above- 
fnentioned fuin, which had been already acknowledged, and 
afterwards to compel them, by procefs, to ftand a more par*- 
Cicular examination. 

Highly as he thought of the labours, and much as he 
commended th^ application and abilities of the Commif- 
iioners of Accounts, he faid he muft differ from them in 
one particular ; they had admitted, that in the tranfaflions of 
the late war, and of courfe, were the precedent admitted, in 
every future one, a receipt, palled through the ufual forms, 
fhould in every refpedt be deeme4 as a fufficient voucher, 
Inftances, he faid, had occurred in tliat period which render- 
ed an inquiry neceffary, which fhould certainly take place 
when the fuppofitiou of payment, and confequent iiTue of 
the receipt, were both found to originate in a collufive fraud. 
He mentioned another charge againll the Auditors of the 
Imp reft, which was, that their proceedings were not only 
ine&cStual, but tedious in the extreme. He remarked it as a 
curious circumftance, that though the emoluments of the 
Auditors had, in one year, made i6,oooK each, they had in 
no year fince made half that fum. He would not fay thajt 
laxinefs here predominated over avarice; but he would men- 
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tion to the Houfe what he thought the probable caufe. The 
clerks in this office, in whofe power it chiefly lay to expe« 
dite or retard Ihe different papers, were paid not by a certaia 
falary, but by fees. Here was an intercourfe eftabitflied 
which ought on all accounts to be fupprefled, as that fame fee, 
which might be made the motive for diTpatch, might alfo, if 
fqitable to the intentions of the donor, be converted into an 
inftrument of delay. 

Th9 only argument, he faid,^ that could be adduced againft 
the abolifliing this and the like office?, was, that it would be 
deemed an infrmgement on patent rights, which the pofftBbrt 
confidered as a fpecies of freehold. But he would firft ob^ 
ferve, that in every fuch truft there was.an implied condition 
that the duties of the office be faithfully difcharged, and that 
this condition, in the prefent inftance, had been violated. 
Jt could not, he hoped, be conceived, that the duties of a 
public office were to bje mfringed, yet its emolument receivetl 
merely becaufe it was held by patent right. To what wild 
cxcefs, he aflced, would not this dodirine lead, if once efta- 
- blilhed. As well might they claim, in virtue of that patent, 
that the Public fliould ftill maintain to thc;m that degree of 
profit which accidental circumftances, and the increafe of 
the public debt, had at one time thrown into their hands ; 
and thatr the nation fliould b^ that plea be compelled invaria* 
bly to pay a fum of i9,ockJ. per annum for the tranfac- 
tion of buCnefs, for which in fa£k 500L would be an over- 
payment. 

It would, perhaps, he faid, be confidered as an omiffion, 
if he did not advert to the confolidation of offices propofed 
by the Commiffioners of Accounts. The moft of the offices 
alluded to could not, he faid, with propriety, be referred to 
any but the Excife department, which was already over- 
loaded. In one inftance the exception had been taken away, 
as the Commiffioners of Stamps, who were fubjefted by this 
propofal to a change, had now a fufficient degree of ^employ- 
ment^ as mofl of the fupplies of laft feffion had been x'aifed 
by taxes ^incidental to their departments. Two other com- 
miffions were in themfelves fo trifling, that it was fcarcely 
neceflary to mention them at prefent ; he had not confidered 
where tney could be annexed ; and, in fad, imagined, that 
lie would have foon to propofe to the Houfe their total 
abolition. 

The Chancellor then informed the Houfe, that he-fliould 
conclude by moving for leave to bring in fuch bills as he had 
alluded tp in the di^rept parts of bis fpepch, ^nd moved ac- 
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cordingly, ** That leave be given to bring in a bill for 
^* better examining and auditing the public accounts of tbii 
** kingdom*** 

Mr. Sheridan rofe to ftate to the right honourable gentle- M^^ 1 
man that he was miftaken in a particular hSt. The book he *•"" 
had alluded to was not an authentic voucher prepared at the 
inftance of the Treafury, but the private memorandum book 
of an individual. Mr. Sheridan reminded Mr. Pitt of what 
had at the time pafled in debate on the fubje£t of that book^ 
and of the amendment that had been moved, changing the 
words of the original motion in two places ; in one« the 
words, ^* It appears to this Houfe,** were changed to ** This 
** Houfe having reafon to believe;" and in the other the 
words '* amounting in the whole to forty-feven miUions^*^ 
were changed to *' large fums of money*" 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt admitted that the honourable gentle- Mr. I 
man was correft, and that he had erred in what he had before «llwrPStt. 
faid; but he declared^ he well remembered that when the 
hook and its contents were under difcuflion, a right honoura* 
ble friend ot that honourable gentleman had treated the pro* 
4>oiition with infinite ridicule, and faid, infteadof forty-fevea 
n^Uions, he did not believe forty thoufand pounds would 
ever be come at. Nay, Mr. Pitt laid, he was not furc whe- 
ther the right honourable gentleman had not gone fo far as to 
fay that he did not believe the Public would ever fee forty 
pounds of the money due from the fub-accountants, who 
were defaulters. 

Mr. Rofe defired to be permitted to fet an honourable gen- lie Aofr^ 
tleman (Mr. Sheridan) right in point of fz&. The book ia 
queftion was prepared at the inftance of the Treafury, as his 
right honourable friend had fiated. Mr. Rofe gave art account 
of his having originally fuggefled to Lord North the idea of 
calling upon the fub -accountants to pay their arrears to the 
Public, and of his having gone to Mr. Mollifon, the fecre- 
tary to the Commiflioners of Accounts, and aiked him, if 
with proper afliflance fuch a book could not be made out. 
That, in confequence of that, .ihe hook was prepared ; that 
it was paid for by the Treafury, and was to all intents a pub- 
lic voucher. 

Mr. Sheridan maintained the contrary : he faid it was the Mr. Shed* 
private memorandum book of Mr. Mollifon ; that it had been ^*■• 
brought forward againft Mr. Mollifon's confent, and that be 
had complained of it to him. 

Mr. Fox faid, he knew not whether the words a right ho- Mr. Fo«, 
nourable gentleman bad referred to, as having been ufed in 

the 
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tM former debate upon the book, had made any part of his 
iirgiiments or n0t> for he really had forgot what his arga** 
ments were upon the occaiion; but if the debate had takea 
place the preceding day only, he might poffibly have faid, 
" he claimed the merit of doing that bufinefs that heloD^ 
** to the executive Government; that he would not fuSst 
•* it to be taken out of the hands of Adminiftration ; that no 
** man (hoald run a race with him on the fubjedt , and that 
•< the Houfe of Commons itielf fliould not know a fyliable 
•• about the matter." After this irony, Mh Fox declared Be 
could nbt fuppofe that the Houfe had treated the fubjeft with 
the levity the right honourable gentleman had ftatqd, be- 
cauf^, on looking to the motion for the add refs that paffid 
upon the fubjedt, he found the words, " This Houfe having 
** reafon to believe," &c. &c. &c. ISJow, he could not ima- 
gine that the Houle would ever hold fuch language, or fyy it 
•« had reafon to believe," e3tcept wheait meant to be perfe^ly 
ferious. • There* >^re in the right ^hoaoiarable gentleman's 
fpeech many things fuggefted that were exceedingly proper ; 
but if the right hoiiourable gentleman meant to infinuate 
iany blame upon the Adminiftration in which he had heJd a 
fhate, on the fcore of their not having turned their dtteation 
towardls official regulations abd reform, let the right honour- 
able gentleman recoiled!:, that, of the three years fince the 
;year 1782, Vrhen a change in tlie Miniftry took place, that 
Admiriiftration, of which he had been a part> had been in of- 
fice not quite one year, whereas the right honourable gentle- 
man had been in Adminiftration two years out of the three, 
^nd neverthelefs he was willing to compare his one year 
, ^gainft the right honourable gentleman's two, perfeftly fure 
that it Would be found that more eflential reforms had been 
made by thofe with whom he had a^ed, than by the right 
honourable gentleman, in fupport of this aftertion, Mr. 
Fox inftanced the bill for the better regulation of the ofBce 
of the Paymafter General ; a bill drawn in. as mafteriy a 
manner, and a bill that refle£ied as much credit, and threw 
Us much folid glory on its author, as any bill that ever had 
been brought into that Houfe. Mr. Fox faid, there was one 
matter that the right honourable gentleman had touched upon, 
to which hie could not fubfcribe \ and that was, the idea that 
the increafed profits of the Auditor of.the Impreft, or any 
other patent ofBcer, arifing from aa unfbrefeen aridxnuex'- 
pefted increafe of the pablic ex^setice and the public debt, 
were not to be deemed fo fatred> but that they ought to be 
coniidefed as liable to a reform. He kaew perleSjy well, 

that, 
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that it was Ibpked upon as invidious, and w^s s^w^yi unfo^ 
pular, for any ipan to hold an opinion Aich as he held* and 
ever would avaw, on that f^hje^. • This m^A ever he th^ 
Cafe, where the Pqblic and an iiMivid^al were tb^ parties* 
The public looked to thiir own intereft alooe, apd that na- 
turally and unavpidably made them partia). £ut in fptteof 
that partiality, in fpite of the unpopularity that would attend 
fuch a declaration, he fcrupled not tp fay, that he would on 
no. account confent to touch any part of the emoluroent« 
derivable under a grsint of the Crown. 

Let: gentlemen look at property of every kind, 1^ tbem 
look at the landed eftates of the kingdom. Moft of them 
had originally been grants of the Crown ; and would any m^, 
becaufe tbofe eftateis Were now produdiive of infinitely larger 
rents than could probably have been forefeen or imagined, 
venture to, meddle with them, or think of afluming any part 
of thofe rents ? \yhy ftibuld. not a place, or the emoluments 
a man received under a grant of the Crown, no matter whe- 
ther by a duty, by fees, or by annuity, or in any other man- 
ner, be held as facred a freehold, as a perfon's freehold eftate ? 
Mn FcQt^ declared, it was not his intention to have faid any 
thing in that ftage of the bufinefs, but it was impofllble for 
him oo( to have taken .noti{:ie of the matter be bad juft fpo« 
ken to. . 

Aft foon as Mr. Fox {at dowi^, the queftion wafi put, and 
agreed to. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt then moved, " Th^t leave be given Mr. Chan. 
" to briog in a bill f^r the better regulating the office pf Trea- ceiiorPitt. 
•^ furer of His Majefty's Navy, and for transferring the cuf- 
** tody of the .ca(h for Ordnance fervlce, from the Treafurer 
** ef the Ordinance to the ftank of England." 

This was put and agreed to. 

The Houfe were %hm about to rife, but 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid he had a motion to make, that Mr. Chan- 
probabiy might not be eqwaJIy well received. It was, he d^^ ccilor Piu. 
cJared, a motion that he had once before made in that aflem*. 
bly,-and which, when- modelled into the fhape of a bill, had 
paftd^lhat Hqufe,. Ijut been thrown out by the otljer. The 
o^ofikiw formerly inade.to the bill, Mr. Pitt faid, had been, 
(hat.Qi^ermneot could carry its objeft, without puffing a^y 
neir^v^ori itei^^rpoie. 3Phis, however, w^s nxore fjpeciou$ , 
thijiMIe;; .43qtv«rmn^»t.cei)ld not do it without the.inftitu;- 
Sifm^f ^rtain CominilffionHpr^ • to niidertake tji^ (duty. The 
Commiilioners of Accounts had their »tte;itipn wbpliy e^i- 
gaged by a difierent, and a very important objeft 5 and he 

faw 
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£iw no reafon why the objefi of the intended bill might not 
be undertaken, and pat into progrefs at the fame time. He 
concluded with pioving, ♦• That leave be given to bring in a 
^ bill for appointing Cooimiilioners to inquire into the fees^ 
^ gratuities* perquifites, and emoluments, which are, or 
*• lately have been, received in the feveral public offices to 
*• be therein mentioned ; to examine into any abufes which 
•• may exift in the fame, and to report fuch obfervations as 
•* fliall occur to them for the better condudling and managing 
•• the bufinefs tranfafted in the faid offices." 
Mf^FoK. Mr. ^0^ faidj^ it was very true, when the bill under that 
title was before in Parliament, he had done what he very fel- 
Aom did, forborne to deliver his fentiments upon it. The 
leafons why hp did fo were various. His attention was 
wholly engaged with watching the manoeuvres of the right 
honourable gentleman, an4 thofe who were cOnne6ted with 
him, clfewhere. Mr. Fox hinted, that he fufpefted that at 
that very time the plan for his overthrow, by the means of 
iecret influence, was operating, and having affigned that as a 
leafon for his fuffering the bill to go to the Houfe of Lords, 
he faid, theobjedion that was then moil obvious to his mind 
in refpeft to the bill, was, that the executive Government was 
equal to theobje£): of the motion of itfelf ; but of that he fhould 
be a better judge when the bill was upon their table* 
TbeAttor* The JUorney General (Mr. P. Arden) caught at M^. Fox's 
«7 Gcae- acknowledgment of his having fullered the bill to go to the 
" * Houfe of Lords to be there thrown out. This, he faid, was 

a fair confeffion on the part of the right honourable gentle- 
man, that the Houfe of Lords might be rendered ufetul, by 
being employed to throw out fuch bills as, for reafons of 
conveniency, it might be thought advifeable to fufi^r to pafs 
the Commons. Having obtained a laugh at Mr. Fox's ex- 
pence, Mr. Attorney fhortly ftated his reafons for being of 
opinion that fuch a bill was necefl^ry, and that Government 
could not, unlefs Parliament armed it with fpecial powers for 
the purpofe, profecute fuch inquiries as the bill went to the 
inftituiion of. 
The SolUi. The Solicitor General (Mr. Mac Donald) faid a few words ta 
**' corroboration of this argument. He cited the cafe of an in- 

quiry into the condu£b^nd ufages of the Court of Ch^oQ^ry, 
that had been fet on foot by Adminiftration in 1733; '^''^ 
which, for Want of Miniflers having applied to P^asMQt 
to be armed with the necefiary powert, had iM)!(^t^bcoi^^tt. 
tu a conclufion till ^e yeap 1749^ ' 
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Fihrmry it. 

Colonel Ftt%patrick acquainted the Houie, that he had in Col. Fitf« 
his hand a petition from the eledors of Weftminfter9 pray* ptcrick, 
ing toheheard, by coanfel at the bar, in defisnce of their 
jaft rights and privileges, and to ftate new faAs which they 
were not apprifed of at the time of prefenting their former 
petition. He ftated the variety of difficulties and dtfadvan* 
tages they laboured under ; and that they conceived one greac 
reafon of the fcrutiny being continued, was owing to the 
evidence which was adduced at the bar fome days fince being 
incompetent and defedive. He defired the Houfe to call ^o 
its recolle&ion, that particular firefs was laid, in a former 
debate, on Mr. Fox being fhy of going into the parifhes of 
St. Margaret and St. John. Since that debate^ a h6t had 
come out, which very much engaged the attention of the 
Public, and which he conceived would furprife the Houfe^ 
when he came to relate, that the High Bailiff, the next day 
of meeting after he received his ndw orders, in the prefence 
of fome hundreds of eleflors, and before feveral members of 
Parliament, openly declared, and authorifed them to fiate, 
** that an offer was made by the counfel for Mr. Fox, whilft 
" in the parifh of St. Anne, to go next into the parifhes of 
" St. Margaret dnd St. John ; which propofition was refiifed 
<* by the counfel of Sir Cecil Wray." Therefore, when- 
ever evidence of that fadk was produced at their bar, he 
trufUd they would put an end to fo deftruAive a meafure as 
fte fcrutiny, which was carrying on contrary to law or 
juflice. In order to fhew that he had not Aated the petition 
falfely, he begged leave to read it ; which he did as follows : 

*« To the Honourable the Housx of Commons. 

«< The bumble Petition of the perfons whofe names are fub- 

«< fcribed, in behalf of tkemfelves^ and feveral thoufand 

« eleAors. 

** That your petitioners, underflanding that a motion 
« had been made in this honourable Houfe, relative to the 
" eledion^for Weflminfter, and that the High Bailiff of this 
** city, and his two afleflbrs, had been ordered to attend, alv 
^'flained from defiring this4ionourable Houfe to permit them 
•* to c^fer «iy evidence relative to the fcrutiny carried on for 
<* Weftminfter, or tp be heard by their Counfel in fupport 
«* of their rights, 

•*" That your petitioners have now reafon to believe, that 
^ the evidence given at the bar of this honourable Houfe 

Vol, XVII. Cc' was 
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*' was defeilive and incompetent^ and that farther material 
** evidence may be laid before this honourable Houfe, touch- 
- • " iftg the'faid Icrutiny. 

** Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray this honour- 
« able Houfe, that they may be permitted to produce fuch 
- ^* evidence^ and to be heard by their counfel at the bar of 
V. this honourable Houfc." 
Lord F. . Lord%F. Campbell obferved, that In his opinion the peti- 
Campbe . ^Jqj^ ^ould not be heard, as it would be contrary to the rules 
aod orders of this Houfe to admit one petition in fupport of 
another that had already been decided. 
Mr. Chan. Mr. Chancellor Pitt prefumed the petition was meant to 
ceJior Pitt, jjg j^j^i yppjj ^j,g table, and if it contained new matter in ad- 
, dition to the former, he could have no objedtion : but he 
could wifli to hear the petition read over again diflin<Stly by 
the clerk'9 as he then fhould have an opportunity of hearing 
^ whether it contained any thing improper. 
The petitioa was then read by the cierk. 
Col.Fit*. Colonel Fitzpatrick then moved, " that the j)etitioners be 
Patrick. c< heard by counfel, in fupport of the faid petition on Mon- 

f« day next." 
ThcAttor- The Juortiey General (Mr» Arden) faid, if new grounds 
neyCeneral jj^j been difcovered, and fadls made known, which were 
before .concealed, there certainly could be no objedbion to 
hearing, the petition,J efpecially if the petitioners conceived 
the fa&s were fuch as would induce the Houfe. to make a 
frefli<irdef ; but if the petitioners were the fame, and had no 
new ground to ftate, certainly the petition in queftion muft 
fee coRtrary to all rules of order gv found policy, and. could 
not be heard ; nor in fa£l could the petitioners be heard to 
any part of the former petition. 

Colonel Fitzpatrick defired the learned gentleman to 
* xaad the petition, and he would fee the {>etition Hated new 
grounds. 

Mr. Rdlle wiflied to hear the High Bailiff explain the 

&6t as ft<ited hy 4:he right honourable gentleman. 

Mr. Shtri- Mr. Sheridan ftated the propriety of the petition, and 

^•'*' that th^ evidence meant to.be adduced could not be given 

before. The. petition was couched in decent terms, and 

therefore he prefumed might be heard ; for he trufted no'per- 

fon would lay down the dodlrine, that the proceeding of 

Parliament was. not liable to be arraigned. 

TheSpcdik. The Speaker faid, the prefent motion was to hear counfel 

«r. en th^ petitioa juft received.; 'but if counfel was meant 



\ 
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to be heard in fupport of both, the motion would be other* 
wife. 

Mr. Fox faid the Speaker was certainly right, and no Mr. Fox. 
perfon was more ftrenuous than himfelf . for the orders of; 
the Houfe to be obferved ; but he had an equal defire to fee 
juftice done, which muft, at leaft ought to go hand in hand 
with the order of the Houfe; in the prefent inftance, he 
would have the Houfe confider, the petitioners defired to be 
heard in defence of their rights. 

. Mr. Chancellor Phi faid, if the fole wifh was to flate new Mr. Chan- 
matter, he had no objeflion ; but he was of opinion it was c^^i"' P»"' 
meant for vexation and delay, merely to harrafs Adminiftra- 
tion ; and in point of timfe the petitioners were too late, as 
they ought to have laid in their claim before the day for. 
hearing petitions was expired. With refpe61: to the remark 
made, of a right to arraign the proceedings of Parliament, 
certainly in feme inftmces that right exifted, and perfons 
were undoubtedly at liberty to petition againft an a(5t of Par- 
liament ; yet then their petition fliould be couched in terms 
ofrefpedl; but here, he hoped, by hearing of counfel, the 
Houfe did not mean to make a voluntary furrendcr of its 
rights, and permit the counfel to tell them at their bar that 
they had granted a fcrutiny, which was contrary to the firil 
principles of law and juftice ; ai>d that the Houfe being in- 
complete iri point of numbers, every a6l which pafled in the 
laft Parliament was illegal, opprcffive, and abfujd ; fuch a 
liberty would, in his eyes, appear contrary to all order or de- 
cency, and could not be permitted. But '}( the petitioners 
did not forefee what they now ftate, it was rather extraor- 
dinary, and their filence was in fome degree difrefpeft- 
ful to the Houfe. But if they were to be heard in defence of 
their rights, and God forbid but they fhould, in his opinion 
the Houfe would be competent to flop them the moment 
they went into any of the allegations fet forth in the former 
petitioi}. With refpeik to hearing counfel on the bufinefs, 
be was not at all furprifed that the ele£tors wifhed to be heard 
by counfel on the bufinefs at this time ; for undoubtedly had 
they trufted their caufe in the hands of the loweft perlon in 
the profeffion who walked Weftminfter Hall, they could not 
have been ferved worfe than when they, in a former debate, 
trufted their cjiufe to the right honourable "gentleman (Mr. 
Fox ;) for the very material fa6l that was to elucidate the 
buiinefs, he foreot r to mention ; but indeed, on fecond 
KColle£tioa> he did not believe the right honourable gentle-^ 
knew that an offer was made en his fide to go next into the, 
* Q Q z . pariihes 
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p^Tithts of St. Margaret and St. John, for he gloried in hav- 
ing prevented it, laying, that he muft have been an ideot to 
have fubniitted. Now if he was not fuch an ideot as to fub« 
xnitj he was fcarcely fuch a madman as to propofe, 

Mr. Fox faid, the right honourable gentleman, he fuppofed^ 
prided himfelf on his ingeniHty ; but he trufted that he fliould. 
be able to fliew that it had no efieft ; for the faft was fnn- 
ple and plain, that he did refufe to^o into thepariihes of St. 
Margaret and St. John firft, for no other reafon than that 
his opponents #ere prepared for that pariih and he was not, 
but when the fcrutiny had gbne on fome time^ and his friends 
$tnd coanfel, to whom he certainly owed many obligations^ 
had made proper inquiries in thefe pariihes, then the p;'o- 
portion was made, and he was ready to meet them op fair 
groutlds. He muft bwnj the right honourable gentleman 
had touched him in a tender point, when he ftated, that he 
had been negligent of a duty to the electors of Weftminfter ; 
he hoped he never Ihould be negligent of thei^ rights; yet he 
was ever free to declare, that Tor himfelf, and lie believed he 
could fpeak for almoft every other perfon, that they never 
had an idea of fo particular a ftrefs being laid on the circum- 
ftance of npt going into St. Margaret's parifli firft ; if they 
had, care would have* been taken to fliew by evidence, 
that it was not the fa£l ; but gentlemen ihould confider,- that 
the rule on which that bufinefs was conduced on the former 
day, was, firft to hear evidence, and then argument ; there- 
fore, before the argumenr took place, the evidence was dif- 
mifled; aitd it was not to be wondered at, if, on hearing fuch 
a multitude of atgument, which the right honourable gentle-- 
man (Mr. Pitt) was pleafed to fay was founded on fa£l, rea* 
fon, law, and the conftitution, fo trifling a thing as this new 
matter efcaped. But for his own part, he did not wonder 
that in fuch a dearth of fafts, fuch poverty of law, fuch an 
imbecillity of reafotling, and fuch a violation of the Confti* 
Kition, as the right honourable gentleman made ufe of, fo 
trifling a circumftance as not going into a particular parifh 
firft, ihould be the beft reafon that could be adduced for fo 
infignificant and ruinous a meafure as continuing th^ fcru- 
tiny. But .the right honourable gentleman had oppofed him 
during the whole of the ele£^ion, and taken every meafure 
to prevent his being chofen ; not, indeed, by making fpeeches; 
but by arguments far more perfuafive — there lay the vexa- 
tion, there was the delay and intent to harrais ; but bo 
hoped, he would now ferioufly recollect, that in oppofing 
the petition) he was putting a flop to th€ eleAors of Wefi^ 

minftec 
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minfter being heard in defence of their deareft rights relative 
to reprefentation. As to putting the buiinefs off, he miift 
own that he was in hopes it would have come on that day, 
for he loved fpeedy decifions ; but as the period fixed was fo 
near, he was by no means forry, as it would give the Houfe 
an opportunity .of turning the matter well in their minds; 
and feeing the dangerous confequences of fuch a do£lrinc as 
was meant to be eftablifhed, of letting the petitioners be 
hear^i only in part of tliQ numerous grievances they had to 
complain of. 

The queftion s^as then put and agreed to. 

Col. F//z^fl/rzci then moved, «*That the High Bailiff do at- Col.?it»* 
^ tend the Houfe on Monday «ext ; alfo that Mr. Philipps and P^'*^ 
Mr. Garrowdo attend," which motions were agreed to. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt obferved, that as it appeared the pro- Mr.Cliwi- 
pofition of going into St. Margaret's parifli was made from «*^<»^»*» 
one Counfel to th^ other, it was neceffary that Sir Cecil 
Wray 's counfel fliould alfo attend ; he therefore moved^ *« That 
'** Mr. Morgan do attend," which was agreed to. 

Felruary2J» 

Mr. Burke faid, he thought it was not improper at the MbBmiBB. 
prefent period of time, to make an allufion to the affairs of 
-jreland. They were big with importance, and demanded th? 
moll ferious attention of Parliament. The point to which 
he meant chiefly to confine himfelf at prefent, was this— , 
that he thought Ireland an independent country, and that a^ 
it was acknowkdged in a great meafure to be fo by Parlia- 
ment, It would bre quite improper for any member 01 the Bri- 
tifti Houfe to interfere farther, than fo far as merely related 
to matters wherein both countries were reciprocally concern- 
ed. The great matter, he underftood, with refpefk to the 
propofitions which- the Minifter intended to make, were, a 
fupply from that country to this, towards the fupport of Hi« "" 

Majefty's navy, and that tlie money was to arife from a fur* 
plus, or faving, in that country. He did not know on what 
ground of policy this was to be adopted in Ireland; for at 
prefent, taking their accounts for the year 1781 and 17821 
which was the time when the Legiflature of this country 
might look with propriety to what was done there, their cx^ 
penditure exceeded their income by 500,0001. per annum, - 
Now, when they were a difl:indl imperial kingdom, perhaps 
fuch favings had been made as would enable them to pay ' 
towards the navy of this country. It would be a new under* 

taking 
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taliilgy for at prefent they were unacquainted with the trafSs 
of navy bills and navy debts. The right honourable gentle- 
man was then entering into a converfation about his conduft 
being oiifreprefented tormerly on the Irifli bufinefs, and of 
the injury it did him with his conftitUents, when 

The Speaker informed hisn there was no c^uellion before 
the Houfe, 
Ifr C1»«*- ^^' Chancellor Pitt obferyed, that ort a former day it was 
ccUsf Pkt. mentioned that the Irifli affairs iliould be taken up in a few 
days, and that it was his intention accordingly to open the 
matter to Parliament the next day. He obferved, that the 
* gentiemen on the other (ide the Houfe had ufed induftry to 
infinuate a fort of argument againft.the propriety of taking 
up this meafure after it had been mentioned ; and that they ^ 
were equally fond of. holding out the neceffity of bringing it 
before Parliament, antecedent to any thing being faid on the 
bufinefs. But as what Government had to propofe was 
founded on the trueft principles of policy and juflice, attempts 
to defeat them would prove abortive. He ihould lay the ^ 
fubftance before Parliament as he promifed, on the morrow, 
if the regular authenticated opinion of the Iriih Parliament 
came time enough, of which, without fome accident happen- 
ing, there was little dotibt. It would be idle to take up the 
fubjeft before the fubflance on which the Houfe were to de- 
cide was authentically before them. 

The order of the day for hearing Counfel in behalf of the 
eledlors of Weftminfter, in fupport of their petition, was 
moved and read. ^ ^ 

Colonel Fitzpatrick then moved, *• That the Counfel be 
*♦ now called in ;** but before the queftion could be put on 
this motion, 
t«J Fre*. Lord Fredrick Campbell rofe to move an amendment. His 
CampbeU, J^r^fljip obferved, that if the Counfel were permitted to 
range at large into the queftion of the ele(5tion and fcrutiny, 
there would be no end of the proceedings ; and he thought it 
would be very inconfiftent with the dignity of the Houfe, to 
let them agitate queftions that had been already decided: the 
legality of the fcrutiny was not now to be impeached ; the 
Houfe had already given judgement upon that head ; and it 
would be indecent in the Counfel to arraign it, after its. being 
confirmed on due rc-confi deration : he was aware that he 
might move the amendment he intended to propofe, after the 
0>unfcl fhould be called in, and as foon as befhouldhear 
them proceed to maintain the illegality of the fcrutiny; but 
he thought it more rcfpeftful to the Houfe, and to the Coun- 
fel, 
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^1, that the inftruxftions which he was anxious Ihould be given 
to the latter, fhould be communicated ito them immediately 
on their appearing at the bar, rather than they ihould be af- 
terwards ordered to withdraw, and the-Houfe mould be every 
minate debating whether thefe learned gentlemen were in ord^ 
or not : for this reafon, therefore, he moved, *• That after 
•* the words *that the Counfel fhould be now called in,' 
ihould be added the following, ^< and that the Counfel hs 
** reftrained from going into any matters, but fuch as tend 
*• to prove the evidence offered at the bar of this Houfe oa 
*• Wednefday the 9th day of this inftant February, defe6livc 
** and incomplete, or fuch other matters as may have beca 
«* difcovered fince the order of this Houfe of the fame date," 

This amendment produced a long debate, in which a great 
number of fliort fpeeches were made by different members. 

Mr. Jolliffe faid, that if he was furprifed at hearing fudi a Mr.JoBiac. 
motion, he was much more fo at finding from what quarter 
it came. The noble Lord had generally aded with candor, 
fairnefs, and impartiality ; but he was lorry to fay his con- 
A\xGt on this occafion bore not the ft amp of thefe honourable 
qualk^ ; on the contrary, it was marked wkb the ftrongeft 
features of injuftice ; for he could not conceive how the nobte 
Lord imagined the Counfel could do juftice to their client«y 
if they were to be reftrained from arraigning a deciiion, which 
was tne very ground of their complaint; and unlefs he fhould 
fuppofe^ what for the honour of the noble Lord he wouM 
wi(h to be unfounded, that his Lordftiip wanted to defeat the 
objeft of the petition, he could not find fenfe in his amend- 
ment: better far would it have been, that the petition itfel^ 
in fupport of which the Counfel were now to appear, had in 
a bold and manly manner been rejeiled in the firft inftance, 
than that it fhould, in this pufillaniraous way, be rendered 
ineffe£tual, by filencing thofe who were to maintain it. 

Sir Charles Barrow appealed to the Speaker, and requefled SirCliarict 
he would inform him, whether, confiftently with the orders ®*''«*- 
of the Houfe, two propofitions, incompatible with each 
other, could be blended mto one. 

The Speaker replied, that this point had often been difcufled The Snea- 
ky the Houfe, and though in general two inconfiftent propo- *^* 
fitions could not be thus blended for any ferious purpofe; 
yet the pra£tice of coupling two heterogeneous motions toge- 
ther, for the purpofe of fixing abfurdity on the whole, had 
often been permitted as a method for taking the fenfe of the 
Houle OQ any ps^rticular ^ueilion* "^ 

. . Mr. 
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Air. Edca, Mn Edin obferved^ that the amendment rtiight be confi«^ 
dered ia various pohntsof view } and in every one of them it 
would appear unneccflary, in fome of tbchm abfurd. He 
wiihed, if poflible, to^dfcertain what was the precife idea that 
the noble Lord wanted to convey to the Houfe : if by reftrain* 
ing the Counfel from going into any other matters, than what 
Ihoukl tend to prove the evidence given «t the bar to be in^ 
complete and defedlive, the noble Lord meant to prevent 
them from giving evid,ence» the amendment was nonfenfe^ as 
Counfel did not give evidence, but commented upon that 
wbiob was given : if the noble Lord wiflied to give efficacy 
totbeprayerof the petitioners, or to acquire fuch informa'^ 
tbns as would enable him fairly to determine.whether there 
was any real foundation for their complaint, he furely took 
the moft prepofterous method, by gagging the Counfid, and 
thus preventing them from fayiqg, what in their judgement 
^ they ihould conceive to be moft for the benefit of their clients. 
For his part, ije fliould thank the noble Lord, if he would 
be lb obliging as to ftateany one argument, that could induce 
moderate and impartial men to look upon his amendment as 
a propofition that could be reconciled either to juftice or com* 
mon fenfe. 
J*^** teu' ^^^ Friderkk CtmpieU could not agree that his amend- 
*°'^ ' * ment^eferved to be treated in fo fevere a manner : his only 
objedls were to prefervethd dignity of the Houfe ; to prevent 
the Counfel from ufing argumens to prevail upon- it to z6i 
fo inconfiftentlyy as to refcind, this day, a refolution which 
had been pafled this fefiion upon the mo& mature deliberation. 
He conceived his motion might be made, without meeting anjr 
objed^ion, after the Counfel fhould have been called in, and 
ihould have been found to purfue a line of .argument incon- 
fiftent with the dignity of the Houfe ; but he thought it 
might be done with more propriety than at prefent. He 
knew that two petitions had been prefented from Weftminfter, 
that upon one of them the Houfe had already pafled judgement, 
and he was anxious only to prevent the Counfel from prO'* 
ducing any evidence in fupport of that petition, which was 
no longer before the Houfe. 
Mr. Edtn. Mr. Eden was ftill diffatisfied with the amendment, to 
which he faid he had not been in the leaft degree reconciled 
by the noble LKjrd's explanation. If the Counfel ihould 
prove the evidence already given defedive and incomplete, 
and ihould adduce fuch other proofs as would convince gen- 
tlemen that the fcrutiny ought to be abandoned, what would 
then become of the dignity of the Houfe, which the noble 

Lord 
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Lord feemed Ibdefirous topreferye? Would it f^criik^ejuKic^ 
to confifiency r Or would the wbh Lor4 advife it to.perfey^rtt 
la ertor, merely for fear it Iboqld be chai:g^d with iDGonldr'* 
tency ^ The acaeodo^eot and the petitiop were i^'ecoiicil^ble^ 
and if the noble Lord perfeveired in the former, he would do 
well to move next that the latter be fiungover the t^ble. 

Lord Maitland declared be never had b^eii ^ witnefs to fa ImA M&t« 
extraordinary a proceeding, as was that of the. npble Lordls, ^^^* 
in moving the amendment : it had hitherto be^q the con|laot 
pradtice and cuftom for the Counfelto adyife s^ndr^ulate the 
proc^dings of their clients; but the noble X«prd would pyer« 
turn this practice ; and the Coyofel would no loneer enjoy 
this privilege ; they were no longer to receive inftru^ion$ 
from their clients^ but from the Houfe ; and they were noi: 
to ui^e what they ihould think mod advantageous for th^ 
caufeof their employers ; hut what it ihould pteade the Houfe 
to dire£l : (o that he could not conceive for vrhat purpofe any 
' man, or fet of men, ihould employ Counfe^ in future. The 
noble Lord had faid much about the dignity and cpnfiilency 
of the Houfe: true dignity, in his opinion, coniiiied mo^e i|i 
the renunciation of error^ than in an <idhereuce to 4 refolutioa 
lightly formed, and unfuppprted : ^nd a perfeverance in it^ 
under the idea of pcefervit^ confiftency» was nothing better 
than obftinacy : but it wasfomething worfe, when fuch t rer 
folut ion could not be maintained v^ithout injuflice: and in- 
juftice furely it would be in any tribunal to tell Counfel, thtf 
having once determined to hear a pai^ticul^r point difcui^, 
it could not fu&r them to urge the very grounds on vvhich 
the complaints of their clientsf wejre founded, and which weir 
jnoil likely, if agitated, to procure them redrefs. 

The Jiiwney General (Mr. Arden). not feeing the amen^- Tfcc Attar- 
ment propofed by the noble Lord in the fame light, in which "y^*"*' 
it appeared to thofe who combated it, cpuld npt give up the " * 
opinion he entertained of its propriety. He was not: one oi^ 
thofe who thought that the Houfe ought not to order the 
High B^uliff to make a return ; he thought, on the contrary, 
th&t fuch an order ought to be made, if it appeared that the 
returning officer was zStxxxg mala fide. He was not one qf 
thofe who would iland up for a rigid adherence to refolutions 
once taken ; and had no opinion been given by the Hpu& 
fince thelafifeffion, he certainly would think gentlemejni too 
ftiff-necked, if they rrfufed to re-confider their refoIi;tion <jf 
iafl year. But in fa£):, it bad been re-confidered in the pi^e* 
fent'feiHoit, and, upon re-conilderationf confirmed* To ^i« 
tate, then, thequeftion of the legality of the fcwii|y» aftgr 
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fo recent a declfion, would be wantonly to (port with the 
dignity of the Houfe. He had often before given his opinion 
upon the law 6( this queftion, and he was not afraid to repeat 
it, that a fcrutiny granted bonafide^ at the meeting of a Par- 
liament, might be continued without the violation of any 
law. The Houfe had twice adopted this opinion ; why then 
would gentlemen prefs upon it for a third decifion ? Indeed 
he faw no end to the proceeding ; for no fooner ihould one 
petition from Weftminfter be difpofed of, than another would 
beprefented; and fo the Houfe would be called upon from 
day to day to pronounce the fcrutiny legal. The right ho- 
nourable gentleAian (Mr. Fox) had frequently thrown out 
fomething like a menace, or, to ufe a lefs unbecoming word, 
an infinuation, that a queftion would be brought forward 
. «very week upon this bufmefs ; and indeed when he faw how 
few the fubfcribers to the petition were in number, he could 
not but think that it was defigfaed to divide the ele£lors of 
Weftminfter into feveral clafles, and make each of them fign 
a petition, that one might be ready for each week, which 
fhould hamper the Houfe perpetually with queftions on the 
legality of the fcrutiny. So difrefpeclful and indecent a pro- 
-ceeding could be prevented only by fuch a meafure as had 
been propbfed by the noble Lord^ and which ihould haVe his 
moft hearty fupport. 

Ut, Powys, Mr. Pmvys remarked^ that the Houfe having decided upon 
the legality of the fcrutiny, he was precluded from treating 
•the decifion with that difrefpeft which, in his private opi- 
nion, it deferved ; but though the Houfe fliould confirm it 
over and over again, he ftiould ftill maintain, that when the 
Houfe direfted the High Bailiff to proceed in the fcrutiny, 
the Conftitution, in hiJjudgement, received a wound, which 
could not be cured but by the moft cxprefs condemnation of 
the fcrutiny in the Journals, 

Mr. Vyn«r. Mr. Fynsr declared^ that had he had the honour of a feat 
in Parliamcht when the bufiriefs of the fcrutiny was brought 
before the Houfe, and an order 'was made for the High Bailiff* 
to proceed in* it, he would have contefted againft it, as agaioft 
a meafure by which the Conftitution would receive its death 
wound ; and he did not hefitate to fay, that the blow having 
•been given, the diffolution of the Conftitution could only 
be prevented by a fpeedy revifion of the refolutlon of the 
Houfe, and the expunging it from the Journals. 

The right The right honourable Henry Dundas faid, that this ghoft of 

hon. Henry the Weftminfter fcrutiny would perpetually haunt the Houfe 
Mndu, day and night, without giving it a moment's refpite, unlefe 
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the refolution of the noble Lord were adopted. Similar in- 
ftru£iions had often been given to Counfej, and had been voted . 
even before the Counfcl had been called in; and he quoted 
from the Journals the cafe of Mr. Alderman Oliver, who, 
when an order for his attendance in his place had been com- 
municated to him, (in the aflFair for which he was fent tQ the 
Tower with the Lord Mayor) petitioned the Houfe that he 
might be heard by his Counfel : the prayer of the petition 
^pvas granted ; but the Houfe refolved at the fame time, that 
the Counfel fliould " be rellrained from faying any thing 
**. againft the privileges of, the Houfe." 

Mr. Sheridan was of opinion, that the noble Lord's amendt Mr. siverU 
ment would lead the Houfe into a greater inconfiftency than ^^' 
that from which he would be thought defirous to guard it ; 
for th^ Houfe having received, and caufed to be read, a peti- 
tion from fome cleftors of Weftminfter, and ordere'd that 
they fhould have leave to be heard by their Counfel in fup- 
port of the fame, the noble Lord wanted to perfuade gentle- 
men to make the Houfe in the prefent, rejeft what in the 
formec it had adopted and ordered : this would be an incon- 
iiftency the more inexculable, as there was not fo much as a 
iingle argument advanced that could give a colour to fuch a 
proceeding. This petition, on which the eledlors wifhed to 
be heard, had no oeceffary connexion with any other; and 
therefore it was a moft curious circumftance, that, for fear 
any thing fhould be faid about another petition, with which 
the prefent was unconnefted, the Counfel were to be re- 
firained from fpeaking in fupport of the allegations of their 
clients, who bad already received the leave of the Houfe to 
plead their caufe by proxy ; but if their proxy was to oe re- 
flrained from pleading in fupport of the petition, for what 
purpofe could leave have been given ? The petition was far 
from being difrefpedlful ; for though the electors complained 
that they were deprived of their rcprefentations, they faid 
they had paid their ihare of the taxes that had been impofed * 
by a Parliament in which they were not reprefented. In or- 
der to throw a ridicule upon the amendment, he^movpd an 
amendment upon it, fo that the amended amendment would 
run thus : " and that they be rellrained from going into any 
*' matter not contained in the faid petition, in fupport of 
** which the petitioners had prayed, and obtained leave of the 
•* Houfe to be heard by their Counfel." 

Mr. Dundas faid this would have no other ^iFe£t; than to MrDuodat. 
caufe the fame ^ueftion to be debated in a diiSerent form. 

D d a • Lord 
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Ix>rd Hfga* )U6^ jifiinea^ir contVittei very ioMch With thofe ^ho 
€i&$r, Vififid to fee An end of the fcrutiny, arid of^the expences 
ifcriih which the p&rties.Gont?fenled Were borne down ; and he 
teHeVod it wiis then in his po^er to point out a mode %j 
Whrch 'thefe defir^ble ohjed:s mrght fe attained. It had been 
fold Witliin thefe few days, ** that the right honourable gen- 
^* tlcnian (Mr. Fox) had prbjiofed that the fcru^iny fliduld be 
*< carried into the parifti of St. Margaret and St. John :" 
if this was true, it Would greatly faciUtate what he had fb 
iduch at heart ; for he had then in his power a propofai to 
make, on the part of Sir Cecil Wray, to the right honour- 
able gentleman, which he would read as '^art of his ipeech. 
It was in fubftance, that Sir Cecil wiflicd the fcru^iny fbould 
immediately be adjourned to St. Margaret's and St. John's ; 
that Sir Cecil would then object to^four hundred votes, -given 
to the right honourable gentleman by perfons, flating them* 
felves to be refident houfeholders of this united parift , that 
be would objeft to them, not as paupers, or perfons ndt rated 
in the parifii books, but merfely as not refident houfekeepers^ 
as non-entities ; that if he fhould difqualify fo many as that 
he fliould obtain a majority on the poll, he fhould then be re- 
turned, and the right honourable gentleman fhould have the 
liberty to petition the Houfe ; 'that if he (Sir Cecil) ibould 
hot dif<jualify thefe votes, he wbuld then give up both the 
fcrutiny and the right of petitioning afterwards. 
Mr. fo%4 Mr. Fix obferved, that as the noble Lord had fo perfonally 
pointed to him, he prefiiined it Was e^efled he fhould im- 
inediately fay fbmething in reply to fo fingular a propofirion. 
It appeared to him very fingular indeed, that though Sir Cecil 
Wray and he were frefquehtly together, he had n6t thought 
proper to cbmmuriicAte to hitn in -private, or in the veftry 
room, the exti'aordinary propofal that Had been ju ft reiki by 
the nbble Lord : it was alfo Very lingiilar that he fhould haviB 
|hought proper to have it cotrimunkfated to him'pubficly in 
the Hdufe of C6mtoons. Such a prOceedinjg he thought to 
be very difrefpedlful ; and Nivere he incKn^ to make a Com- 
promiletn the occafion, he would'not trtikt the Houfe with 
fo much indignity as to mike it a party to it. As to the pro- 
pofal itfelf^ he muft fay he was aflonifhed at the kifrpud^nce 
of it, and was really at a lofs'how to treat it. Sir Cecil pro- 
pofed that the fcrutiny fhOuld be imbiediately adjourned tb 
St. Margaret's and St. John's. Atriazingf good liattife ! Aftet 
hU opponent had difi^^alifiad as nK&riy votes in St. 'Martin's 
9s he'eould, and findins; it was likely thefe. fbehild be, after 
liU, ^ majority againft him -there, he wa$ anxious to have the 

fcrutiny 
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fcrcfttey flopped in St. Martin's, and tramferred tb St. Mar- 
gareft's. Here again he fcemed to make a candid offer, by.con- 
iinmg Ws obje(£lions to thofe voters only whom he ikouU 
be able to difqualify, as not being refiderrt houfeholders : h\xt^ 
there tvas more the appearance than the reality of good natnve- 
and candour in this proceeding ; for it was very Vpell knowa 
that the principal obje£lions on both fides were to votes givetj^ 
not by panpers, or non-entities, btit by thofe wlio wore not 
foch tefident houfdiolders as to be entitled to a vote. Bvt 
t\^hat was tranfdendently candid and good natured in Sir Cecil 
ttras, th^t, beginning the fcrutiny himfelf in St. Mai^garet'^ 
he ihould be returned, if he ihould drfqualify fuch a numbed 
in that parifh as would give him a majority over Mr. Fox in 
the numbers as they ftobd at the clofe of the poll; and this;, 
too, wtthofut waiting for Mr. Fox to difqualify in return the 
obje6lianable votes that Sir Cecil ihould Jiave in the fame pat 
rifli. 'But, come what would, he would never confent to (9 
bafe acottapromife : he ihould never give up the right he had 
to have determined by a Committee under Mr. GrenviHe*'t 
bill, the queflion of the return on the 4ay on which the 
writ, from which the High Bailiff's pfecepttfcrived its autho- 
rity, was returnable ; and until be fhould be convinced to tlie 
contrary by a refolotion, he>would not believe that fifteen 
gentlemen could be found in that Houfe, who, upon their 
oaths, wouW not determine that the power of the.pt«cept ex* 
pired the monient the writ for Middlefex was returned, «nd 
confequently that the High Bailiff ought 'to have Tetumed 
him to that Houfe on the rSth of May laft« Having faid 
thus much upon the propofal dire6led fo plainly to him, he 
expreiled a hope that, for having fpoken on this occafion, he 
fhoufd not' be precluded from fpeakiqg again, a little later, to 
the qucftion before the Houfe. 

Mr. Bankes a^pptovcd of -the right honouraHc gentleman's Mr.f 
conduit, in not liftening to any compromife in. the Houfe, 
whatever he might do out of it. He wkfliod with all his heart 
thafthet^was an end of the fcrutiny, in which, tinfortunately^ 
the Houfe *had engaged, and outof whidihe wifhed his right 
hortoorabfe friend (Mr. Pitt) fairly extricated. As tahimfdf, 
be had- oppofed the fcrutiny both in the ItcR. and the prefijftt 
feffion ; 'iie*coDdemned it flill, and he would ahvays mawitraili 
it as his ^opiniort, however he nii^t difier fr«m thofewhom 
he moftvlteemed, thlt the return ought to have been mide 
for Weftmi6fler, tt^ether with the wrirfor Middiefex. ."How- 
eyeB,.^sHioHo»fehad ordertd the High BailMFoo. proceed, ia 
the kmtmf ; 'as t^e end^l iuoh a ^ proceeding was ^ vi6ft de- 

firabl^ 
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firaMe, and as gentlemen feemed to wifti only for evidence 
that woald juftify them in ordering a return, he would wiih 
the amendment carried, in hopes that proofs would be brought 
to fiiew, that the evidence on which the fcrutiny bad been 
continued, by order of the Houfe, was defe&ive and incom- 

' plete. 1 iiefe new proofs would, perhaps, have the d^red 

effe^s ; and then the bufmefs of the nation would no longer 
be inteirupted and impeded by debates on the fcrutiny* He 
hoped that his own confiftency would not be impeached after 
this explanation ; though if it fhould, he might, like another 
gentleman (Mr. Powys) in the laft Parliament, juftify his 
lalling oiF from his own Opinions, becaufe the Houfe bad de« 
tided againft them. 

Mr. Fwt. Mr. Fox declared it was very far from his inclination^ and 
from his intention, to impede the public hufinefs of the nation ; 
and he aflured gentlemen they had mifunderftood him, when 
they imagined he had faid, that there (houTd be applications 
made to Parliantent every week on the fubjefk of the Weft- 
minfter eledkion \ he had never faid any fuch thing ; but this 
he had faid, that at every turn Miniflers would meet this 
fcrutiny ; they would find it ftanding in the way of a par* 
Iramentary reform, and defeating all its purpofes; they would 
feel that it had raifedfufpicions of the Minifter's fincerity, in 
declaring himfelf the friend and patron of reform. It had 
been remarked by a learned gentleman, that there were only 
a few names to t-be Weflminfter petition ; he did not expe^ 
to have heard fuch a remark ; for though he might have pro- 
cured thoufands of fignatures, if he had invited the ele£kors 
to a public meeting, he thoiight it would have been better to 
prefent a petition with a few names, than to difturb the quiet 
of the city by a meeting in Weftrainfter Hall. But ihould 
fuch remarks be repeated again, fuch a meeting might poflibly 

.' • be thought neceflary. He was not at all furprifed that Mi- 

nrfters fhould wifh to be fairly rid of the fcrutiny ; it was 
high time for them to blufh at it, when they found them* 
felyes deferted on that queftion by the moft refpe£table of 
their friends, and by none more refpe£table than the honou* 
' rable gentleman who fpoke laft. A learned gentleman faid, 
** the Houfe was to be haunted day and night by the ghoft of 
** the )Veftminfter fcrutiny,'* The learned gentlems^n had, 
probably aififted at fome fplendid reprefentations of late 
(Macbeth) in which the ghoft of a guilty confcience haunted 
the mifdoer; he might well catch the idea, and tremble for 
his Houfe of Commons that had murdered the eledors of 
• Weftminfter, and left them aerial forms and fpirituai eftence^, 

without 
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without rq>refcntative$ ; well might he fear to be haunted by 
the ghoft of the fcrutiny ; well might he fear it would puflt 
him and bis friend from their ftool. Where pould he find a 
man who would not tell him he was fick of his fcrutiny ? 
Were not all the Miniftcr's friends tired of it ? Did not their 
fiomachs turn at it, not becaufe it was nauieous from excef- 
five fweetnefs, but from its extreme bitiernefs ? Was there a ' 
learned man oonne£led with tlie Minifier, who, out of that 
Houfe, did not condemn in the moft pointed terms the be- 
ginning and profecution of the fcrutiny ? He himfelf had 
heard a few days ago, in another place, (the Court of King'n 
Bench) a learned gentleman, who knew how to treat with 
invefliYe in the Houfe the declared enemies of tlie fcrutiny^ 
fpeak of that proceeding with greater difapprobation than he 
could well have conceived ; Jor he there heard him fay, that 
all law and fenfe were confounded in the fcrutiny : in this the 
learned gentleman was right ; he could wi^i only that he 
would endeavour to be right always and uniform, and not 
find one doctrine for the bar and another for the fenate« ' 
There was no doubt that the majority of the Houfe moft 
heartily wifhed for the end of a proceeding that difgraced it; 
but how was that to be accomplifhed ? Was it by re jefting 
both law and* reafon ? fiy refufing to hear arguments that 
would make the abfurdity of the proceeding appear in glaring 
colours? The poor expedient of the amendment propoTed by 
the noble Lord, would be found truly futile, if the learned 
gentlemen, who were to appear at tlie bar, had a mind to 
evade it ; and they would be able fo to conne<£l the evidence 
they had now to adduce with that which had been already 
given, as to introduce the one whilft they were ieemingly 
ui^ing only the other. For his part, l>e did not fee any ex- 
pedient fhort of refcinding the refolutions already pnfled, to 
cure the wound that had been given to the Conftitution ; for 
if the fcrutiny was to be continued to the fame length that 
the principles would go on which it was ordered, it would 
laft for ever- In difcufiing this point, two great general pro- 
pofitions would be found, to create infurmountable difhcuU 
ties. One was the univerfal aifirmative, that in every pofil- 
ble cafe whatever the Houfe was juftifiable in granting and 
carrying on a fcrutiny, when the returning offacer's confcl- 
ence required it. The other was the univerfal negative, that 
in no cafe whatever had the Houfe a power to order a return- 
ing officer to make a return until his confcience fhould be fa- 
tisfied« If the latter fliould be denied, what would be the 
cooS^vt^cti Whj9 tint tb^ former muft iland impeached ; 
Z for 
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^ fcr if the Houfo rauft order a fcnuiny whenever the confci- 

ence of 3 returning; officer called for it, it would follow, that 
iba Houfe could not, confiftently with this delicate regard 
for confcienee, compel the man to return the nieiiybers as ioa^ 
as his confcienee wa& undetermined ; and therefore a icnittny 
might lail as long as a Parliament. From this he hoped gen- 
tlemen would perceive the abfurdity of the pail' proceedings 
c»f the Houfe^ and the neceffity of providing a temedy for the 
wounded Confiitution of the country ; and none copld be 
efie(^ual but tlie expunging' the paft refolution$, and entering 
another upon the Journals, paffing upon the doftrines Gon« 
tained in them the moft unreferved cenfure. Before he fat 
down be begged to fiiy a word in fiippoit of an honourable 
member neat him, (Mr. Powys) who had been charged with 
having abandoned his own opinions on a former occaiion ia 
the laft Parliament, merely becaufe the Houfe bad decided 
againft them : the fa£k was not £b «— the honourab}^ gentle- 
man did not change his opinion at all ; he even went fo far as 
to fay, that bethought the Houfe wrong in the relblutfons it 
h^A pafled ; but that neverthelefs tlie Houfe having declared it 
bad na confidence in the Miniflers of the Crow-n^ the prefent 
CbanceUor of the Exchequer ought not to have remained in 
office. As tp the motion of ameindiAent made by the noble 
Lord, he hoped it would be rejeAed ; and thac ihould a mc^ 
tion be made that the High fiailiff do make his return, it 
would meet with no oppofition ; if it fliould, it was out of 
bis power to fay what farther applications the eleAors of 
•Weftminfter would make to the Houfe. 
ifr.Bear- Mr. Bearcroft faid, be was the perfon alluded'to by M^ 
fox as having declared in the Court of King's Send), thj* 
the fcrutiny was the conhiiion of all law and conpmon fenfe: 
•but he faid this was not the manner in which be had etprefllefi 
bimfetf ; but having'to argue a caufe that hadfomeJitrie con- 
nciSlion with the Weftminfter election, he fai^ he would en- 
deavour to ftfeercleafof that queft ion, which confounded all 
law and common fenfe: he was furprifed that the right ho- 
nourable gentlemnn, whofe abilities were tranfcendently greaf, 
Ihould condefcend to become a mere word catuher. He then 
faid, that ever fjnce the right honourable gentleman bad fet 
out upon popular grounds m Weftminfter, he had degraded 
himfelf, as well on the fcaffoldin Weftminfter Hall as on the 
*coadi-box in Palace Yard, harranguing the multitfide; Ad- 
verting next to the queftion before the Houfe, he paid the 
higheft compliment to Mr. Sheridan, Who, he faid, bad the 
quickeft fenelratieB, and die livriirft and qutck^ tpvit be 

ever 
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everkiiew with man: hU ainendaiMt was ingenious, and 
well£;alculated to throw ridicule upoo that of the noble LwA ; 
however, he would adhere to the latter, and fupport it with 
his voice. He concluded, hy repeating what he had faid on 
a former occafion, that he was decidedly of opinion that the 
fcrutiny was legal 

Mr« Hardingi wi(bed moft anxioufly to have it nnderftood Mr. Har. 
that he did not rife fo foon after the right honourable ^%^ 
gentleman (Mr. Fox) hadclofed, qs piiefuniing toanfwer him ; 
but in order to fave his own fbrnoer argomont, fuch as it waa, 
from the cenfum which had been thrown upon it by.fo elo- 
quent and fo able a man. 

He faid that he believed him too ingonuous to mifreprefent, 
and much too clear in his powers of apprehenfion to mifcon- 
ceive any one who could make himfelf underftood. 

He would, therefore, have fuppofedthe fault in himfeli^ if 
he did not recolledl that his own argument had been diftin Alv 
marked by others, who were yet levelled in the fame attacc 
with him. They, as well as he, are quoted as having faid 
the WeftminAer fcrutiny was legal, fo as to compel the ap- 
probation of jt upcHi the Houfe, whatever grounds of jufiice 
might induce them to order an immediate return. He for 
one had never fo argued, and he believed no man living had 
entertained fo wild a conceit. It is one thing to fay, that 
fcrutiniei^ after the day of the return, are legal, if there is a 
fairgrmnd ^fjujiise fw them^ and a very diflferent thing to faj 
that fcrutinies, after the day of the return, bind the Hou& 
to a€t upon them in every caje whatever J He adopted, with 
pleafure, the empbatical words ufed by his learned friend 
XMr. Bearcroft) whofe clearnefs of underftanding and of ex- 
|H:effion he had always admired— >*the words *^ gramei bona 
^< Jide" So qualified, in his opinion, ail fcrutinies were 
legal ; and it was no argument againft their f admitted) legality^ 
^fitting a ParliameMtf that if granted wantonly, they would be 
fet afide in their progrefs, upon due complaint, or condemned 
arfter the return. 

He ftated, in the next place, that he and others had beeft 
i^rpved for the vote they ihouldi give that night, if they 
fliQuld vote againft opening to Counfel the wide field which 
had been claimed for them; as if fuch a vote muft have this 
abfurd feafoning at the bottom of it-^** Let Counfel be heard 
** upon ihefa^s, which they mean to adduce in evidence, 
*♦ not upon the dpplicamn of them :" for the right lionourable 
gentleman will have it, that if Counfel ihould be heard upon 
the application of the evidence offered, they muft of neceffity 

Vol. XVn. fie complicate 
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complicate their iargdraent with all the other topics of ie^a! or 
jujij which have been debated and clofed by the Houfe. There 
he differed extremely with him-^he never dreamt of reftrain- 
ingCounfel to the mere ftatement of their /a^f— it. would be 
a mockery upon tbem to put them under that reflraint. He 
meant for bne, that if they would confine themfelves to thl^ 
new evidence, arid argue from thofe premifes alone, the moft 
:hnple field of that argument fhould be open to them; but he 
.faw DO injuflice in reftraining them to thofe limits ; becaufo 
•he underftood the fingle ground upon which they were to be 
'heard at all was this-— that faSs could be verified by them, 
eflentiai to the fair decifiOn of the caufe at large^ but omitted 
by actident when the caufe was heiard. 

-. .He made, no (cruple to fay that he proteiled again il any 
farther difcufHon of th^ two votes upon the general fubjcft, 
independent of this new evidence ; and that being of that 
opinion, as the Iri/h debate was deferred, he would nor com* 
jnit the bull of reafoning upon the jujiice or legality of the vote 
in queftion, as an argument that it {hould not be re^confidered. 
He would confine himfelf to the fingle point flrifUy in debate, 
and which he took to be this : Whether the law or juflice of 
the Weflmmfler fcrutiny, in a general view of the argument, 
ihould be now re- heard at the bar, after two deliberate and 
folemn decifibns upon it ? • 

* That in fa6l the law had been twice decided by the Houfe 
at large, he proved by appealing to the two motions of the 
, jright honourable gentleman over againfl him, which, as they 
Aruckhisear, were fy liable for fy liable the fame, and were 
.put upon the illegality alone; but were negatived by the 
Houfe. 

1 He proved it farther by an appeal to the general cpurfe of 
^each debate, which had been to lay the main ftrefs upon topics 
of law*. . , ^ 

He faid the Houfe were not exactly apprized of their full 
nierit as judges in this daufe, and a , merit extremely difficult 
in prafkife — the merit of patience. They had heard upon the 
Wcflminfter fcrutiny forty-eight fpeeches, which at half an 
hour to each orator, gave twenty ««-four hours to the eloquence 
alone: he would fay nothing of the witnefles, the points of 
evidence, and many other bye-battles fought with great fpirit; 
the whole, pit)cceding would reach the fize of a large folio 
volume. 

Yet he would readily own it was invidious to fliut the 
dooragainft any complaint by parties iatei^ftedt 

. But 
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<But, on thd ether hand, it could as little be denied, that ' 
a difcretion refided in the moft enlightened Courts of Juftice • 
under Heaven to reje£i: or adroit coit^plaints after the judge* 
ment.' 

Was it, therefore, upon principles of juftice, fit upon this 
<x:ca(]on to admit the complaint ? 

He fhould fay a few words upon the manner in which it • 
came forward. A petiticte, complaining of the firft vo^e in 
general terms, and marked with ftrong inve<Slive, lay fnug in 
the pocket of a right honourable gentlem;in (Colonel Fitz- 
patiick) while the caufe was re^heard. When it was again 
decided the fame way, he produced that petition; but it mxrft 
be owned, that he gave a refpe^ful reafon to the Houfe for 
hiaving made it his pocket -companion fo long , namely, that 
his friends, the ele£^ors, could not believe the Houfe would 
be knaves or fools* Thefe were not the words, but 1 appeal 
to the'Hbufe if they do not coiivey the fubfiance of his 
apology. 

This was, he owned, a mafierly improvement upon the 
manoeuvre pradkifed in a former feffion, which he thought fo, 
clever at the time, that he defpaired of any improvement upon 
it; but he Yaw a fertility of refource in the Weftminfter , 
eleAorSf which amazed him the more he had the honour to 
know of them. Thai manoeuvre had for its objedl the acqui- . . 
iition of two Counfel more, while the caufe was proceedmg ; 
and it was accompliihed by a petition, the very fame as that 
which then was upon the carpet, except that it ftated a poli* 
thai topic omitted in the former. But this expedient of laying 
by till the judgement, and then faying, <' I was not heard 
** upon the petition, which lay aileep in my own pocket ; 
'< hear me now upon it," was more ingenious ; perhaps the 
if^^/»j«//ra of ingenuity. 

It wa$, indeed, thought a little too ingenious, and given 
up 5 yet if the iw^rovtf^ petition is heard, upon its general 
prayer, to fupport all the rights of the eleflors, it gives them 
the ejffe^ of that very petition, which in form is abandoned 
by themfelves. Beiore he took leave of, that firft petition, 
he would fay that he differed from the noble Lord behind 
him (Lord Frederic Campbell), though he had the higheft 
opinion of his head and of his heart. 

The noble Lord had reprobated that petition for the terms 
of it ; but h6 (Mr. H^rdinge) could feel no fuch* objections 
to it* Petitioners, he thought, could arraign the Houfe, in a 
written form of complaint, with as much freedom as their 
Counfei could be heard for them .at the bar ; call things by 

Ee a theiy 
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Adr ftatneft, atid give fcope to their ^oom^mntiy real or a£- 
iamcd. Upon the xtieafitre^ which it wai cotdpetent for tham 
totefift* 

But his objedlions were to the effe^ of that petitiohf or 
(Which beCociildfired astbe faiiie thing) to the fingndprtyer 
of the petition then before tbenL, 

He would Aate thofe objefiions to the Hodfe. Firfl, he 
Would aftf have noOmnfil been heard in this ptcfent fefioii 
fef the debtors f 

Has HOC Oyt right hoi)onr»ble gentlem^ himAilf b^n heard 
ever and over Jigjiin-H-the abl^ft f)f all Conn&l for himfeif 
and thofe embarked in the fanUe €a«ie ? He aflud, if any 
advocate of this, or of anjage^ could be named in tbeiain^ 
. day with J!)JA-i-nalers it would be iud that a fee comtmxni'^ 
cated every degree of eloquence and argoment that hutnan 
geniiM cotild form. 

But have not Counfid beei) heard even at the bar? Tw)0 
have been heard for two days together ; and though in form, 
as witneffiti, they have been confoleed as lawyers^ a noble 
Lord (Lord Btaticham|>) vrent thc^ length offing one of 
them (gravely too) if hi did n^ think it mafi tuhifibhfir tbt 
U^ttfe to order sH immedimi ritum P 

Had no other profifpmal advocates bem htfaid« could the 
Hotife forget the fubtie argument of his: learned friend, who 
cttbt from the other fWfe of Tweed, (Mr« Anftrather) aiHl 
trho was grown fonder^ he prefomed, of the right honoirriibie 
gi^mleinany as reprefenting Kirkwall, (a fi^nd coi^ition 
even in^proying apon the £rft !) or could tbey ferget imotfaet 
learned friend of his, who dealt in plain Engltih, atid faw x 
good Knight of the Shire for his own favourite coatny in the 
fight honourable gentkman, either a» reptefenttng KrtkWaH 
or Weftminfter ? 

He reminded the Houfft c€ the different powers which had 
been difphyed by thofe advocates ; one of them had ghren 
fly blows> the other very hard ones. Tbey wene the DMra 
and the Enfellus^ no longer oppofe^l, btrt fighting againft the 
Weftminfter fcrnf iny ; one of them bad the knack of refining 
upon a fobjca with gffeat ingenuity— the Other had a talent 
yeeuUar to bimfelF, that of ftating, with a noble indignation, 
truths, which no man living denied ; of of ai&rting difputabte 
tenets, withoat the cefemony of proof. 

But weuW flife Houfe pay no attention to tb# meny cha- 
raS^s and advantages which refided in the right hoinoufttbie 
candidate himfeif ? He was a pdtnf in tbecairfe, and tbeMJtoa 
AhiM pioved it ; for tb« Ho^ J^ut off the laft beatrkig at 

the 
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the requeft of bisJriend, (Mn Ellis) becaofe '< iV regdrded 
*« bim ibi neartft^^ Tbofe -wwe his rrords. Another dtfy, 
when he fell into a paffion, up rofe an independent country 
gantleman (Mr, Mariham) to intercede for him, by faying^ 
*< Confider, gentlenien> that he. it ^party^ and bear with « 
« little Warmth in him upon that account." He is a iirtA 
Bccufif^ hthzivitnefsy (and if he chufes it, by a loud whifper 
acrofs the Houft, while the formal witnefs at the bar is ex** 
amhied) hth iwnjkl, judge% ^A p^lhicuin ; bat above all, ha 
is — i*fr, FbX'^z pHT man^ Vipatrm opprejpd^ and hat^ for 
his Tirtue (as he tells us himfiilf) by the Minifler.of the diy^ 
who has left him for the fake of power, and fupports it by 
corruptroti. 

All thefe captitatiflg topics had been day after day prefied 
upon the Houte, and prsfled upon them in vatn. 

If it is a job (faid Mr. Hardisi^} is we are often told, and 
MnuttAifs are to be the teft of it, let us go to tbe teft at 
once, and make a third experiment of our political ftrength. ' 

If it is a point of fenfual enjoyment, that we fhould hear 
more fpeeches upon the fubjeA, if the Houfe is iajpud viris 
rnHdumfiuiatd, let us jad^ the appetite which cannot.be fur« 
feited. 

Jf it is a 4]ijRift!on of policy, it has nothing to do with law. 

If it is a point of law, it has been deliberately fettled hf 
two foccfeffive deciiions ; and I am Hot alhamed of deprecating 
a third argument upon it, for this additional reafon, that we 
ale t6 legtilate, as well as to a& in judgment. It would b^ 
of dangerous examplft, in my opinion, to obftmfl the ener«t 
gies of Government at (bch a time as this, by carrying th« 
lelicacyof our juditial charafter beyond the limits of that 
fobfer diftr6ti<)ti^ Which any court ot jullice would make aa 
fcruple to ad^pt* 

Mr ytdam enutneratcd the cdun(el on the other fidt :v ci Mr. kUm, 
judge high in office (th^ Chancellor of the Etchequer) had 
e)tanMned witnefl^s ; imd had eten defdended from the judges* 
iMtkty in ordef t6 plead tb6 caufe of Sir Cecil Wray. An^ 
ffiet judg^, high in office, had done the fame : 4l)e learned 
Counfei wIh) ipoke laft but one had taken a very a^ive patt 
in the examination of witnefles ; fo that though Sir Oscil 
Wray had not a feat in the Houfe, he had been able to pro- 
cure a numerous bar of lawyers to defend hiscsufe; and fo 
eager were his judicial friends to promote the objcdl of his 
faeait, that they had defcended from theit high ftatioAs, to 
mix in the tanks with private advocates. 

Mrt 
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,Bfr*Martia« Mr. Martin, though a plain man, could not think himfclf 
^uftified in paffing over the prefent qaeftion without men- 
tionjngy that conceiving the meafurc of a fcrutiny to be from 
the beginning unpromifing, and by no means according to 
the ufage of the Houfe on other occafions, he had voted againft 
it before, and. would now vote in favour of the Counfel 
going into every ground of argument, which might tend to 
prove the fyftem ill founded in general. He wimed, .how- 
ever, that the Houfe might enable him to do this by not 
. fitting up to fuch unreafonable hours as heretofore on the 
fubjed. The fir ft part of the debate being geheraUy taken 
Bp with the fpeeches, of thpfe who were moft remarkable for 
clpquence, put it out of the power of others, who had an 
equal ti^t to fpeakV either from giving their opinions, or their 
votes. For his part, as he before mentioned, he would be 
tery glad to divide on this occafion, if the Houfe fbould 
enable him to dofo, by coming to a decifion in any leafonable 
time. 
Mr. Chan- Mr, Chancellor Piu faid, that though neither hisfentiments 
cdior Pitt, nox fituations would juftify him in being filent on this dif? 
cuffiody he was, however, refolved, that his trefpafs on the 
. patience of the Houfe fhould be of very (hort dur;ition^ 
Without cohfideringhimfelf to walk on thofe burnipgplough- 
Ihares, with which he was threatened from the oppofite fide 
of the Houfe, ihould he ftill maintain his opinions on thi» 
queftion, without all thofe terrors ,and apprehenfions about 
bim, with which fome expreifioqs feemed calculated to im- 
prcfs him ; he was ftill determined invariably to purfue ^h^t 
fyftem, which .feemed to him moft commendable and a4vAn- 
tageous ; never difpofed to relinquiih. his judgement for the 
threats of avenging ghoft;s, fpe<Sres, and apparitions, which 
were to haunt his guilty confcience, under the appearance of 
Weftininftcr eleAors. When the honourable gentleman, in 
the warm colourings of his imagination, conjured up thefe 
fpirits againft him, and thofe with whom^he had had the ho- 
nour to a£l, it naturally occurred, that he, from frequent 
experience, was the fitteft perfon to reduce the ele^ors of 
Weftminfter to fhadows and aerial beings, who had fa ofteq 
before given 



■ ' ■ to airy nothing, 

A local habitation and a name.—- 

With 9 rjiind perfe6lly cafy, then, he could go this night to 
kis bed, not fearing to be difturbed by theghpft of any "Weft- 
Hjigfter ele£tor i he could even ventu're to aflure the honou- 
rable 
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rable gentleman, tKat on this occafion, however fanguitie hip • 
hopes, 'and however founded his expectations, if he promifed 
himlelf fuccefs on the iffue of this quelUon, he would fini ^ 
his calculations exceedingly erroneous. This quefiioawas 
barely on the order pf proceeding, and by no means referred 
to the merits of the petition. In this he was borne out by 
the teftimony of an honourable gentleman (Mr. Sheridan^ 
who declared it this evening to be irrelevant to tl^^ general 
merits of the fcrutiny, and the former petition, and a .dereUc«> 
tion of fentiment, which he could account for on no other 
principle, than that the honourable gentleman was convifkeA 
by this, that admitting Gounfel to go into a queflion on.whicb 
.the Houfe had already decided, was a proceeding quite un- 
parliamentary. To the numerous obfervations made on tlic 
:Other fide foi" the purpofe of obfervjng.that the introdudlion 
of this latter petition wgs attended with no delay, he need 
only remark, that if the ele(2ors of Weftminfier thought the 
fubftance of their former petition, and the conclufions they 
intended the Houfe fhould draw from it, worthy of difcuilion 
by Counfel, they certainly would have demanded it ; but not 
having done fo, and coming afterwards before the Hoqfe with 
another petition, defiring to be heard by Counfel on that as 
.well ast)n the former, was, prima facle^ a delay, without cvea 
confidering on this occaHon, their giving up that Counfelior, 
who formerly, and fo ably, was acguftomed to appear for 
them. He faid, that the right honourable gentleman (Mr.Fox) 
had mifunderftood, or mifreprefented a noble Lord (F. Camp- 
bell) when he faid, that obje£tions had been made to the ' 
fmallnefs of that number who figned the Weftminfter petition* 
For the noble Lord's argument was, and in his opinion a very 
good one, that by bringing petitions piecemeal before ttus 
'Houfe, tlie wo rid of precedents might be introduced ; another 
party infi/ling hereafter, that whereas thefe men had been heard 
by the Houfe, they fhould alfohave the fame indulgence ; and 
iy thefe means the intrinfic and genuine merits might never 
come completely before the Houfe. But it was to him not a 
little extraordinary to hear the right hdnourable gentlemam 
giving inftrudlion in what manner his Counfel fhould pro- 
,ceedj and denying that it was poflible for the Houfe to re- 
flrain them if they would. Indeed when it was conGdered 
that the point of information which now canie out, was^ the 
right honourable gentleman fanguinely wifhing, and eagerly 
. panting to meet his adverfaries on that ground where he knev 
them to be beft qualified; namely, in the parifhes of St. 
Johii and St« Margafet, hsul openly propofed to carry the 

icrutiny 
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•fcriitiny ifnouKliately into them/ though he had latdy de- 
clared in the Houfe, that he fhoukl be an ideot to a^ee to 
tbo fame pra{>o&l i^het) nlade to him by^others ; it was not 
«ny way ftrange that he fliould wiflx to give them a more 
jimple held of diieuffion. In his mtnd, without granting 
them fuch an improper and unparliamentary indulgence, this 
might fuffici^tly fupport any inference from the matter con- 
tained in the prefent petition without any reference to the 
fermer. If tb^y could argue nothing, without tecurring to 
the other petition, it was eafy to fee that the reafon muft be, 
•becaufe this petition coqtained nothing on which they could 
argue* It was eafy on this fubje£k to appeal to tfie paffions 
t>f peopK as had be^n fully exemplified in the fpeech to which 
the Houfe had lately with fo much pleafure been' wrthefs. 
To him, indeed, it conveyed foroe menaces ; but as he was 
determined not to let aerial adveffaries frighten htm, neither 
would he be much terrified with the appearance of that 
learned gentleman, (Mr. £r(kine) whom he underftood to be 
one of the Counfel, though yet fmarting with the wounds 
his learned difcipline infiii^ed on him, when he bad not even 
the friendly interpOfition of the har to protect him. He was 
prepared to meet all this terrific jnuftcr, well founded and 
ably fupported as he was by the re£):itude of hie opinion. 
Ti^re was but one way to decide, either to rellrain the 
Counfel from going beyond t^e points which ihould occur 
wider this petition, or the contrary. Should the Houfe pftf- 
fer the contrary, they would arraign their own proceedings, 
and eontradi^b their own orders ; Ux the prayer of the for* 
-mer petition was, that the High Bailiff be forthwith ordered 
to make k return, though their dire<!liens to him were, that 
be fliould proceed with the fcrutiny, Should the Houfe agree 
to reftrain the Counfel, which he tnifted they would, it 
would be only maintaining their own proceedings. A)l the 
thinigs eojifidered, he concluded by giving^ his concurrence 
to the amendment firft moved, well perceivmg that the latter 
one left them in the fame fituation as before. 
Mr. Skeri- Mr. Sheridan defended his amendment, and Contended that 
**■• the prayer of the petition was net abfelutely to order the 

High Bailiff to make a return, but to take meafures by which 
that objefl mi^t be attained. If the Houfe were fo tena- 
cious -of conuftenctes, and^ that the High Bailiff flood fo 
fiHich upon \i\% oath, the Houfe need only take away his dif- 
cretion ; thev might withdraw that authority unaer which 
he eoneeived himtelf to a£l, and accept his return. This 

would 
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would ftifficiferttly remote all the objedtions on the fcoref of 
the High Bailiff's confcience. 

After this the qui^ftion was put on Lord Frederick Camp-r 
belTs amendment, on M^ith a diyifion took place^ when the 
numbers were, 

For the amendment^ 
Againft it. 

Majority 

Mr« Erlkine and Mr. Pigott being called to the bar, and 
the Speaker ^ having read the order, Mr. Erikiile addref&d 
faimfdf to the Houfe as follows : 

'* Mr. Speaker, 

^* AS my learned friend and! cannot fubmit to the reftraint 
*' which the Houfe, in its wifdom, has been pleafcd to impofe 
•^ trpon us, without departmg from the pofitive inilru<£Hons 
•* of the elcftors of Weftminfter, whofe rights, under the 
"law, we" were engaged and- prepared, as lawyers, to aflert 
" and fupport, we muft beg leave to withdraw ourfelves from 
"the ban" 

They accordingly retired, and the High Bailiff Was called 
to the bar, and during a clofe examination, anfwered the fe« 
ver&l queftions propofed to him, to the following ftlbftance : 
That th^ declaration drawn up in the veftry by Mr. She^ 
ridan (and read to him m the Houfe) certainly was in his 
words, though all he faid was not comprized in it. That 
Mr. Phiflipps mentioned the challenge alluded to for going into 
St. MaTgaret*8 and St.- John's, to Sir Cecil's Wray's Cqunfel, 
Mr. Morgan, acrofs the table ; but he could not tell whether 
ferioufly or injeft, as many other challenges were made; that 
he heard no more of that matter from the tinie iri which it 
was propofied to Mr. Morgan, as he now mentioned, 'till after 
his^late appearance at the bar of the Houfe, and that it was 
not made in a formal manner to him. That he was no^ 
terlain Mr. Morgan heard the propofal ; though Ke had no 
reafon>o doubt but he did i and if Mr. Morgan made any 
anfwer, he could not chargie his memory with it. By fub- 
fequent interrogatories, however, it was brought to hi» rc^ 
colledlion, that Mr. Morgan anfwered he was not prepared. 
This circumftance, he faid. did not dicbiniih his fcruples, 
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and .made lio imprcflion on his mtnd cither way *. That he 
got no lifts of bad votes on Mr. Fox's fide in the two parifties 
of St. Margaret and St. John, becanfe he thought all ihat 
would come out in the courfeof the fcr.atiny which he gran** 
ted : that if he had recei'ved fuch lifts, he could not make up 
his mind on them, except publicly at the fcrutiny, as that 
was the way he thought himfflf authorifcd to proceed by 
Parlian)ent : that he could not pry into thehreafts of men, 
and therefore did not wifh tp fay whether Mr. Fox endea- 
voured to create greater delay to the fcrutiny than Sir Cecil 
Wray ; and he knew nooVert aft by which Mr. Fo3^*? agepts 
ieemed ajfraid of going into the'fe parifties : that nteither he 
nor his afleffors had yet made out any plan for ftiortening the 
fcrutiny, but were determined to do fo when the fcrutiny 
/hould be removed into another parifli : that if both parties 
chofe inveftigators into each other*s votes, and their dec^ifions 
fhbuld be reported to him, it rbight fatisfy him : that if >the 

* The following is a copy of the depofition which Colonel F5ti- 
patrick read to the High Bailiff: ' 

** WE, whofc names art under written, cle^bors of the chy of 
** Wcftminfter, require from the jufticc of the High Bailiff his t^i- 
*' mony, in writing, upon the faft this day alTerted bjr him in the 
*' Court of Scrutiny, viz. That Mr. Philipps, counfel for Mr. Fox, 
** and empowered to aft for him in the proceedings of the faid fcru- 
*« tiny, did, while the votes objefted to by Sir Cecil Wray or hi^ 
*^ Counfel were Hi 11 depending from day to day in the parifh of St. 
** Anner propofe to proceed to the parilhes of St. John and St. 
" Margaret, immediately on their leaving the faid parifh of St. 
<* Anne ; and that the High Bailiff was greatly furprifcd that the 
*' faid propofal was not accepted by the oppofite party. 

" R. B. SHEftTOAN, 
« 11th Feb. l^%s. " JAMES BYFffeLD, 

«* JOHN NICHOLLS/' 

** On application to the High Bailiff, and reading this paper to 
** him, as altered, he admitted the ftatement to be correftly true, 
*« and added, that he had frequently expreffed the fame futprife to 
" Mr. Grojauj and that he was ready to repeat it at the bar of the 
•^ Houfe of Commons. 

«' J- ANSTRUTHER, M, P. 
" JAMES BYFIELD, 
'* JOHN NICHOLLS- 
** Examined with the original paper, 
. ,•* I ith Feb. 1785, before us, 

" George Bond, 
\ . * " RiCHAKP Nelson,'^ 

" " . * ' propofal 
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propoCikl was accept^ by Mr. Morgan, or if it came from 
him, he woald acquiefce in ir, though ohjedion fhould be 
made by the eleffcors themfelves : that he was now no h(g 
embarrafled in his confcience than he had been at the time of 
his firil granting the fcrutiny, when he clofed the poll. The 
High BaiiifF, at the conclnfion of his examination, was de- 
fired to withdraw; foon after which, on his complaining to 
the Houfe of being indifpofed, he was permitted to go home. 

Colonel Fitzpatrick then rofe, and having remarked that a^ Col. Fiti. 
fome gentlemen feetned to think that to bring the Counfel p»^>^^- 
before the bar would be a partial evidence, or that if the 
Counfel of one fide fhould be heard, it would be necefiary to 
hear the Counfel of the other, faid, that he would move that 
the order of John Philipps, Eiq. to attend the Houfe be 
difcharged ; which being agreed. to, he proceeded to comment 
briefly cm the omiifion of that materia) circumftance in the 
difcnmon on the laft petition, which being now given in evi- 
idence at the bar, rendered perfect and con^plete a depofition 
that before was otherwife. The Houfe, in juftification of 
the fcrutiny, had alledged, that Mr. Fox was afraid of going 
into the pari/hes of St. John and St. Margaret, knowing tha( 
be would then lofe his majority ; but it was now fufficiently 
ctear to them that the reverfe was the very faft, and that his 
counfel had ofieredat an early flage to expedite the fcrutiny, 
fcy immediately transferring it to thofe parifties. On confi- 
dering this, as well as the flow and ineffectual manner in 
which the Court of Scrutiny proceededr-he had no doubt but 
the Houfe would unanimoufly agree with him in the motion 
he- intended to make, which fhould be in the Very words of 
the motion lately moved on the fame fubjeft by Mr. W. , 
Ellis, of whofe abilities and experience he would now avail 
iiimfelf, y He then moved, *• That it appearing to this Houfe 
*• that Thomas Corbett, Efq. High Bailiff of the city of 
•* Weftminlter, having received a precept from the Sheriff of 
*• Middlefex for electing two citizens to ferve in Parliament i 

" for the faid city, and having taken and finally clofed th^ 
** poll on the 17th day of May lafl, being the day next before 
*' the day of the return of the faid writ, he be now diredled 
" forthwith to make return of his precept of members cho^ 
** fen in purfuance thereof.'* 

Mr. Dundas could fee nothing in the information which WrDnnda?. 
the Houfe had now received which could induce them to alter 
their opinion. The fame places in which Mr. Fox was faid 
to be mofl vulnerable flill remaining to be fcrutiniied, and 
QOe confideration in particular fhould be attended to, that 

Viz the 
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the parifh of St. Margaret flood next in the ballot, and the 
Houfe on the event of that might in agreat meafure form 
their judgement, but till then he faw nothing to juflify the 
motion now made. The propofal, as flated by the High 
Bailifi^; was only a brayado, inftances of which ^had before 
often appeared. That if Mr. Phillipps had been fenous, he 
would have made this propofition in a forqial manner, and it 
would have been much fpoken of. Befides, the High Bailiff 
declared, he was ftill under as many embarrailments as he had 
been at the clofe of the poll. He concluded by oppoiing die 
motion. 
Ld. North. Lord Nirtb entered into a refutation of Mr. Duridas's argu- 
ments. . Nothing, he faid, could more clearly prove Mr.Phil* 
lipps to have been ferious in the propofal ^lUuded to, than that 
Mr. Morgan anfwered, He was not prepared* Jt muft f;eqiiire 
great preparationindeed to examine into Mr. Fox's:I>ad votes 
in theie parifhes, if fufRcient inquiry had not been made pre* 
yious to this propofal, though thefe pariihes feemed to be the 
firft, both in point of time and attention, to which they di- 
re6ted their in(]uiries; but, in his mind, the principles on 
which the fcriitiny was founded were fufficient grounds for 
putting an end to it* The difficulties which the Houfe every 
day met in endeavouring to fupport the execrated fyftem, 
and, above all, the un fettled and embarrafled Aate of the 
High Bailiff's confcience, fliould loudly and, efie£tudlly call 
for the immediate termination of it. The High Bailiff bad 
given fome inftahces of bis impartiality to the parties ; but 
if any bias relied on his mind, it certainty was not in favour 
of Mr.. Fox. But furely a man with fo tender a confcience 
could not fatlsfy himftlt by fcrutiniiing the vftes in thofe 
two pari/hes, where Mr. Fox's weaknefs was fuppofed to lie, 
without giving him the chance of trying thofe pariihes in 
.which he confidered his principal advantages. He could 
fcarcely fuppofe the partiality of gentlemep for Sir Cecil 
Wpy would carry them to fuch extraordinary lipngths as to 
defire that Mr. Fox fhould not be returned on the f^ce of the 
poll on the very day when the writ was returnable, and that 
Sir Cecil Wray fhould be returned pn half .a fcriitiny. If 
this was coniidered as a remedy, it was fuch a ope as made 
the evil much worfe. With regard to the delays of t&e fcru- 
tiny, they were as innumerable as the caufes which conjtri* 
buted to them ; for in whatever point of view they were 
taken, they ftill more and rooi-e increafed, If the number 
of bad votes in St. Margaret's and St. John's was greater 
than elfewhere, their inveftigation i^uft ^i}l fe^ve.to prplong 
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the fcnitiny* It was faid to be protra^ed by one of the 
High Bailiff's afleilbrs, who was a lenrned and an honeft 
man, becaufe he thought fit, before he pronounced bis deci-» 
iioDSy to go into the delay of hearing both £des ; and the 
facceeding afieffi>r, though perhaps not fo nice, mud cO»ntn« 
bute in fome degree to this delay, as probably he might fome- 
times find himfelf under the neceffity of hearing both, fides 
alfo. In the many funds for furnifhinf this fcrutiny with 
delay, fome might be drawn from the proceedings of this 
Hoafe on Friday laft, when they refufed to go immediately 
into the difcumon of the queftion for limiting counfel to 
what they fliould fpcak to, though they were refqlved to 
have done it on this. And what was not a little aftonifliing, 
tbefe eternal advocates for delay were themfelves the firft to 
exclAim againft it. One learned gentleman carried his atten** 1 

tion to the matter fo far as to mention a lift of forty-eight 
fpeeches made on this fubjaf^t The learned gentleman's 
own fpeech made the forty-ninth ; and it reminded him of an 
old fayiog— " 'Tis the laft feather breaks the horfe's back.** 
The noble Lord, adverting to the charge brought againft 
Mr* Fox, for fpeaking fo often on a fubjecl in which he was 
a party, faid, that every honeft and patriotic man was a 
party^ The gentlemen on the oppofite fide of the Houie 
confidered Mr. Fox as a powerful adverfary ; that they firft 
endeavoured by every means to keep him out of Parliament ; 
and when, by the interference of the eleAors of Kirkwall, 
they found tiiat was impoffible, they then did all they could 
to keepiiim filent. He faid that thefe things were too gla- 
ring to be overlooked, and he trijifted they would meet with 
the contempt which they merited. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt laid, if the new evidence was true, it Wr. cUnm 
certs^inly was m^v^erial; but he doubted much of its authen- "^<>' ****'* 
ticity; and as the fcrutiny was now near coming to the pa- 
rishes that were fo ardently wifhed for, he thought it ought 
to proceed ; if it appeared otherwife to the Houie, they were 
at liberty to adopt diflerent ideas ; but the matter appeared 
fo plain to him, that he fhould think himfelf culpable if he 
took up much of their time in difcovering fp clear a propo- ^ 
fition. ^ 

Mr. Fcx faid, the latenefs of the hour, and the full and Mr. Foti, 
ample manner in which the noble Lord (North) had difcuf*^ 
fed the fuhjedl, made it neceflary for him to fay but few 
^ords. How any gentleman dift>elieved the evidence, he 
was at a lofs to know ; or how any perfon could fay it had 
lallen Ihort of expectation, wa$ ftrange ; for it wa5 a plain, 

fimple 
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fimplc hSt that was not to be controverted ; and as to the 
circumfbnce of his not being prefent when the propofal was 
made, it was well known that both Sir Cecil and himfelf, 
when they went out of town, left their caufes in the hands of 
their Counfel ; and Mr. Morgan certainly gave a clear, pofi- 
tive anfwer, whep he faid he was not prepared. But it was 
to be laid down that it could not be poflible for Mr. Fox to 
he unprepared on the loth of June, and ready on the loth 
of July ; but it was pofTible tfiat Mr. Morgan might be pre- 
pared, on the lOth of June, and not ready'on the loth of 
July. That it was a matter of furprife to the High BailiiF, 
that the propofal was refufed was plain, for he declared that 
he had often fince mentioned it to Mr. Grojan, But it 
1x1 rely was imagined that he mufl be an ideot, or fuch an in- 
decent propofal as that exhibited by Sir Cecil, through the 
bands of the noble Lord, (Muncafter) could never have been 
made. It was nothing more or lefs than this — Let the High 
Bailiff make a partial inveftigation in one parifli — ftrike off 
as many votes as would give him a majority — ^.make an in- 
ftant return, and leave him (Mr. Fox) to petition againft the 
merits. No ; whilft he had a majority on the poll, he never 
would fubmit to fuch an indecent and unconflitutional mea- 
fure ; nor could he by any means confider that Houfc as a fit 
party to make a compromife on a bufinefs which, agreeable 
to lavir, ought to be decided in his favour ; for it. was a fun- 
damental principle that he who had the majority pn the pcrfl 
fhould be returned, and he who, on inveftigation, had the 
moft legal votes fiiould be the fitting member. He had ob- 
fervfed', by the queftibns put from the oppofite fide, that the 
High BailiiPs condu6l had riot pleafed them ; he was rather too 
confcientious for them, and not willing to proceed in the par- 
tial manner they wiflied for j it was plain that they had given 
him fome broad hints to ptoceed in a mafiner that they were 
, ;afraid to avow, and ought to be a/hamed to be feen in. With 

refpe6t to the finifhing the next parifli in eight days, let thera 
do it as they wilhed, and, by flr iking off a ©umber, partially 
inake a return. But hardy iand defperate as they were, he 
irufted they had not courage fufficietit to do that. 
Mr. Fi;i, Mr. Fifzher.hert faid, .thaX laft year, whep he gave his vote 
beri>at. foj- the fcrjutiny, it was on a fuppofition that the idle talcs 
were true, and that the fcrutiny could foori be gone through ; 
but now he was convinced the bufmefs was not to be finlfhed 
under feveral years, and that the fcrutiny was inadequate to 
do jufiice ; therefore an end ought to be put to fo fhamefnl, 
fo oppreffive, afid fo arbi;fary a meafure. • With relpefl td 

• the 
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the confcience of the High Bailiff, it was a mockery^ of* juf- 
Ijce ; and the Mini,fter talking of a reform in the reprefenta- 
tion» Wbilft fuch a glaring abfurdity as this was fuffered to 
exift, was idle in the extreme* 

Sir PVtUiam Dolben thought it would be cruel to order the SirWilliaai 
High Bailiff to make a return until his confcience was fatis- Dolbca, 
£ed, if it was three years thence ; andTooner than the fcru« 
tiny (hould be put an end to, he would move to addr^fs His 
Majefty to fuflEer it to gty-on, and to pay the expence on both 
fides, and to aiHire him, that the Houfe would make. good 
the fame, 

Lord Galway, Sir Jofeph Maw bey, and Mr ThiftlethwaytOt 
each faid a few words againft the fcrutiny, after which the 
queilion was called for, and the Houfe. divided foon after one 
^'clock. 

Nofs, • 145 

Ayes, . 136 

Majority for continuing the fcrutiny, g 

• ' February 22» 

Mr, Chancellor Pitt brSught up feveral papers relative to Mr. Chm- 
Ireland^ the titles of which were read at the table. wWor Phi* 

The following are the Refolutions of the Houfes of Lords 
and Commons of Ireland. 

Sabbatim^ Die Februariiy 1785* 

ift, Refolved, That it is highly important to the general 
intercftof the Brit ifh empire, that the trade between Gr^t 
Britain and Ireland be encouraged and extended is much as 
poflible ; and for that purpofe, that the intercourfe and com- 
merce be finally fettled and regulated on permanent and equi- 
table principles for the mutual benefit of both countries. 

2d. Refolved, That towards carrying into full effedk fo d«- 
firable a fettlement, it is fit and proper, that all articles, not 
the growth or manufafture of Great Britain, or Ireland, 
fhould be imported into each kingdom from the other, reci- 
procally, Under the fame regulation, and at the fame duties, 
if fubjeft to duties, to which they are liable when imported 
dlre<aiy from the place of their growth, produdk, or manu- 
fadlure; and that all duties originally paid on importation 
into efther country refpedlively, (hall be fully drawn back 
on exportation to the other. 
^ 3d. R<?- 
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jd. Rcfolvedj Tbdt for the fame purpofe, ft is proper that 
no prohibition QxoulA exiil in either country, againft the im- 
. portation, ufe, or fale bf any article, the growth, prbdnfi^ 
or mariufaaure of the other ; and that the duty on the im- 
portation of every fuch article, iffabje£kto duty, in cither 
^ country, fhould be prccifely the fame in the one country as 
* in the .other, except where an addition may be necefiary in 
eithef country, in confequen<;e of ^ internal duty on any 
fttch irticle of its own confumptioifn* 
* , 4th- Refolved, That in all cafes where the duties on ar- 
iticles of the growth, produd, g^ manufii£ture of either 
* <6untry, arc difienent on the impdrtation into the other, it 
would be expedient that they ihould be reduced in the king* 
dom where they are the higheft, to the^mount payable in the 
olher, and that all fuch articles ihould be exportable from 
the kingdom' into which they fiiall be imported, as free from 
duty as the iimilar commodities or home m9Qnfa£tures of the 
fame kingdom. 

5th. Refolved, That for the fanoe purpofe it is Mo propef, 
that in al) cafes where either kingdom fliall charge articles of 
• its own confumption, with an internal duty on %e ms^nufac- 
tnre, or a duty on the rositerial^ tkte fame manu&Aure,. when 
.. imported from the other, may be charged with a farther 
duty pn importation, to the fame amount asVhe internal duty . 
na tb^manufadture, or to an amount adequate toxouQtervaH 
rlie dqty on the material, and ihall be entitled to fuch draw- 
% b^cks or bounties on exportation, as may leave tb6 iame fub- 

jetSl to no heavier burden than the home-made manufacture i 
fnch farther duty to continue fo Jong only as the iHternaJ con- 
fumption fhall be charged with the duty or duties, to balance 
•^fiich it jjhall be impofed, or until the manufa&ure, coming 
from the other kingdom, fliall be fubjetfked there to an equal 
burden, not drawn back or compenfated on exportation* 

6tli. Refolved, That in order to give permanency. to the 
fettle^ent now intended to be eftabli/hed, it is neceflary, that 
no puphibilion, or new or additional duties, fhould be* hcr«» 
aftej iropofed in either kingdom, on the importation of any 
article of tte growth, produdl, or raanufa<Sturcof the otherj 
except fuch additional duties as may be requifite to balance 
duties on intehial confumption, purfuant tO the foregoing 
refolution. 

7th. Refolved, That for the fame purpofe it is necefiary 
farther, that no prohibition, or new Qr^jldditional duties, 
(hould be hereafter impofed in cither kingdom, On the ex- 
portation _of any article of native growtli, product, or n»nu>t 
' ' faflure 
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fafture from tlience to the other, except fuch as either king<^ 
dom may deem expedient, from time to time, upon corn, 
meal, malt, flour, and bifcuits ; and alfo except where there 
nowexifts any prohibition which is . no^ reciprocal, or any 
duty which is not equal in both kingdoms, in every which 
cafe the prohibition may be, made reciprocal, or the duties 
raifed fo as to make them equal. 

J 8th. Refolved, That for the fame purpofe it is neceflary, 
that no bounties whatfoever ihould be paid, or payable,' in 
either kingdom, on the exportation of any article to the 
other, except fuch as relate to corn, meal, malt, flour, and 
bifcuits, and fuch as are in .the nature of drawbacks or com« 
penfations for duties paid, and that no duty fhould be granted 
in this kingdom on the exportation of apy article imported 
from the Britifh Plantations, or any manufafhire made of 
fuch article, unlefs in cafes where a fimilar bounty is pay- 
able in Britain, on exportation from thence, or where fuch 
bounty is merely in the nature of a drawback or compenfa- 
tion of,' or for duties paid oyer and above any duties paid 
thereon in Britain. <' 

9th. Refolved, That it is expedient, for the genej*al bene- 
fit of the Britifh empire, that the importation of articles from 
foreign States fhould be regulated from time to time, in each 
kingdom, on fuch term J as may afford an effeftual preference 
to the importation of fimilar articles of the growth, produdt, 
or manufafture of the other. 

loth. Refolved, Tliat it is eflential to the commercial in- . 
tenefls of this country to prevent, as much as poffible, an ac* 
Cumulation of national debt, and therefore it it highly expe- 
dient that the annual revenues of this kingdom fhould be 
made equal to its annual expences. 

nth. Refolved, That forthe better proteflion of trade, 
whatever fum the grofs hereditary revenue of this kingdom 
(after deducing all drawbacks, repayments, or bounties; 
granted in the nature of drawbacks) fhall produce, over and 
above the fum of 656,0001." in each year of peace, wherein 
the annual revenues fhall be equal to thcs annual expences, and 
in each year of war, without regard to fuch equality, fhould 
be appropriated towards th6 fupport of the naval force of the 
empire, in fuch manner as the Parliament of this kingdom 
fhall dire<a. <^ . 

- ' W. WATTS GAYER,! cier Parliament 
EDWARD GAYER, / ^^^'- '^^'^^^™°^- 

THOMAS ELLIS, Cler. Pari. Dom. Com. : . 

VoL.XVIL ' Gg An ^ 
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Total wnouni of th« Value and Doty of the IMPORTS 
ia!;o Eoglapd frooi Ireland for five years^ ending with 
Chriftmas 1783. 

Yean. Value. Duty. 

1779 ^•i>383i769 £^ 4,8ao 



1780 i;s49,7M 12,442 

i>433»788 

1782 Ij348,SS* 7>043 



1781 i>433»788 Si974. 



1783 t*499>2«8 9,574 

The lofpedor Genoral^s books are kept from Cbrift- 
tnaa to Chriftmas^ and cannot be divided; .therefore^ 
Ihii account ends at Chriftmas 1783, which is as far as the 
fame can be completed, 

J, TOMKYNS, Affift. Infpca. GcneraU 
Cuftom Houfe, London, Feb. 25, 178$. 

A Lift of Goods on which higher duties are' impofed od the 
importation from other Countries^ than from Ireland^ 
viz. / 



Bacon 


1 Pitch 


Butter 


Pork 


Calfskins, raw . 


Refin 


Cattle 


Scaleboards 


Cordage 


Rape feed 


Flax 


Linfeed 


Hemp 


Ra|)e Cakes 


Linen of all Ibrts 


Goat Skins 


Hides 


Wood 


Horles 


Yarn. 


Iron 




J. TOMJ 


:YNS, Affift. Infp. General, 


Cuftom Honk, London, Feb. a 


•5. >785- 



An Account of the grofs and neat Produce of the Heredi* 
ury Revenue of Ireland for One Year, from Lady- 
day 1783 to Lady Day 1784 : 

Alfo of the Additional Duties and Stamp Duties for the 
fame Year, from Lady Day 1783, to Lady Day 1784; 
with the Charges and PaymenU affe£ting the faid Here- 
ditary Revenue, Additional Duties, and Stamp Duties. 

Hereditary Revenue for One Year. • 
Tear. Grofs Produce. Charges and Payts. Neat Product. 

£• s» d* jf . i. d* jf. i. i 

j;84 659,826 4 8» 261,912 16 III 397*913 7 9f 

' 'litional 
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Additiooal Duties for One Year. 

Year. Grofs Produce. Drawbacks. Neat Produce. 

^. f. dm £. s. d. jf. J. d. 

1784 382,352 II II 16,160 O 8 366,192 113 

Stamp Duties for One Year. 

Year. Grofs Praduce. Chaises and Payts. Nett Produce. 
£. i. flf. ^. i. dm jf., i, i. 

1784 34,580 I a 8,263 '^ 6J 26,316 10 7f 

THOs. BURGH, Ace General. 

An Account of the Grofs Produce of the Stamp Duties, 
with the Charges and Payments affefiing the fame, for 
Ten Years, from the commencement at Lady Day 'I774» 
to Lady Day 1784, diftinguilhing ^ch Year, 

Years. Grofs Produce. £* s* d^ 

1*1^ S Stamped Vellum, Parchment, and 
Paper, and value of Vellum, Parch- 
ment, Paper, and penalties - 24179 8 6| 

1776 Ditto - - - - . 19777 ^ 3 

1777 Ditto - - - - - 20834 8 \o\ 

1778 Dttto ' • - - - - 21 194 I 9I 

1779 Ditto - - - - - 21566 o 5I 

1780 Ditto - - - 3 - 20594 12 3 

178 1 Ditto - - - -' - 33065 9 - 

1782 Ditto . - . - . 3444Z 9 

1783 Ditt« - - - - - 35010 fi 2 

1784 Ditto - - - - - 34580 I a. 

Years. Chaiges and PaymeDts. 

1775 Salaries to Stamp Ofl^cera - 3840 i 4 
— - Incident charges - - 75^9 o 9f 
•«— « Diitount allowed to porchafers of lol. 

and upwards - - - 419 16 4f 

I 1848 18 5I 

1776 Safeties to Stamp Officers - . 5220 6 jf 
-— Incident charges - - 2214 la ' 4f 
— Dlfcount allowed - - . 269 o 7f 

7703 19 9J 

■ 11 ■ ■ — — 1^ 

1777 Sa- 



7346 14 


H 


5469 10 
789 8 
287 i8 


5 


6546 17 


H 
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1777 .Salaries to Stamp Officer^ - . 5227 11 ij 

— ^ — Incident chargps - • 1832 16 z 

•— Difcount allowed r - ^b6 6 11 



1^78 Salaries to Stamp Officers 
-5^r^ Incident charges - 
— ^ Difcount allowed ' - 



1779 Salaries to Stamp Officers " 539^ '4 7^ 

M - . Inpident charges - - - 1 560 11 io| 

— — Difcount allowed - - 271^ 2 3 



X780 Salaries to Stapp O^ce^rs 

Incident charges 

— — Difcount allowed 



178 1 Salaries to Stamp Officers 
r— Incident charges 
»«— « Difcoupt allowed 



1782- Salaries to Stamp Offifier^' 

— — Incident charges 

^— • Difcount sdlowed ^ 



1783 Salaries to Stamp Officers 
> Incident charge^ f 

— — Difcount allowed 



7?as 8 


9i 


5S70 8 

1074 16 

244 17 


5f 

9 

4 


6891 2 


6i 


54<52 16 
1738 12 

353 7 


5 


7554 16 


3i 


5462 5 

»445 I 

44a 8 


9 
9i 


7349 »6 


»i 


5605 14 

• i6oo 3 

411 7 


4 
4 


7617 4 


lOf 



1784 Sa. 
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1784 Salaries to Stamp Officers 
— — Incident charges - 
TT— Difcount allowed . »• 



5581 9 « 

^304 5 8* 

377 15 H 

8263 10 6J 



9t9 



THO. BURGH, Ace. General. 

An Account of the IMPORTS and EXPORTS of To- 
bacco^ Rice, Indigoi, Rum, and Sugar, into and from 
that part of Great iBritain calle J England, for the Year 
ending at Chriftmas 1784; with the Duties and Draw- 
backs paid thereon ; and diftinguifhing the Produce pf the 
Duties impofed fince 1 764, ^ 

I M P O R T S^ 



Qiiantity* 


Duty. 




iC. s. d. 


Tobacco - 39,963,442 lbs." 


M9S»633 13 II 


Rice 123,870 cwt. 2 13 lbs. 


45,419 4 6 


Indigo • - 1,447; 790 lbs. 


Free. 




Cuftom Duty only. 


Rum- - 1,75^093 gallons- 


39>747 8 


Sugar 1,782,431 cwt. 1 II lbs. 


1,095,629 15 10 


E X P R 1 


r s. 


Quantity, 


Drawbacks. 




>C. i- d. 


Tobacco - 26,835,891 lbs. 


^675,845 9 9 


Rice - 11 7,680 cwt. i 2 lbs. 


43>H9 7 6 


Indigo - 289,133 lbs. 


Free. 




Cuftom Drawback. 


Rum ^ - 399»334 gallons. 


9,064 4 II 


Sugar " II 1,308 cw.t. I 1 8 lbs. 


68,700 10 


* Produce of the Duties impofc 


dfince 1764* 




£. S. d. 


Tobacco 


476,806 15 3 


Rice 


294 10 
- Free. 


Jndigo - «• 

* 




Cuftom Duties. 


Rum' • - • : - 


3.634 4 I 


^ugar - 


497>97i 6 3 



JiVbrr. 
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. Nff$f. The Dpties and Drawbacks en Tobalrco are caft as 
if alt ^id down at importation. 

JOHN TOMKYNS, Affift, Infp. General, 
Cttftom Houfe^ London, 
March 21^ ^I^S* 

An Account of the Imports into Ireland from Great Britain, 
for one Year, ending the 2 cth of March, 1784; diftin- 
gviifhing the Qnaatity, and Rate of V&hie, with the 
Dotiet now payable at Importation. 

Ale, 1099 barrels; 48. id. per barrel • — Duty 

Apparel, ioiol.ii6s« lod. vaL ; lol. 10$. per ct, loof.val. do 
App)es» 40 bufhels; i|d. per bu|hel» neareft — - do 

Arms, 975!* 14s, jd. ; lol. los. per lOoL value do 

Bacon, Engliib, 07 ffitches ; 6|4- per iitch^ neareft do 

— — , foxeign; as. id. percwt. — do 

Bark,, 74,049 barrels; id. per ban*, and 5 per ct. of fame do 
/ Baittery, . 47 cwt. 3 qrs; ; 15& 9d. per cwt^ " - d<r 

9eads of glafs, 6 lb. a is. per lb. ; I id. per lb. nearefl do 
Beer, S3**5^ barrels; 4s. id, per barrel — do 

Books, bo«ind, 143I. 13s. 3d. ; loh los. per looL value do 
■■» y nobouftd, 241 cwt. ^%r$» ; as, id. J-Sth per cwt. 
: neaieft - - - - do 

Bullion, filver, 13,560 ounces; plated goods, here iiH 

eluded, pay ^d. additional da(ty per ovnce. 
Berries, juniper « - - free 

Bottks,of g^afii, 30,702 dozens ; 4^. per doKen, neareft Duty 
Krafs fhrufl^ 45 cwt. zqrs. 141b. ; 6s. 4d. per cwt. neareft ;da 
Bricks, 241,000; 2s. i^d. per thoufand, neareft . da 

Brimftone« rjiicwt. iqr. 141b. ; is. i|d. per cwt. neareft do 
Cables, 8d'. 2- 5th per cwt. - - do 

Candlewick, 225 cwt. 3 qrs. 7 lb. ; 8s. 5d. per cwt. , do 
Capers, i4qrs« ; 6s. 2|d. per cwt. - - do 

Cards, wooF, dozen pairs, 1068 cwt. 11 qrs.; 8d. per 

dozen parrs* neareft - - - do 

Chalk, 1016 cwt. 2 qrs. ; ild.percwt. - do 

Mohair, yards ; 4d. per yard - - do 

Worftcd, 100 prds, ai 2s. 6d. per yard ; 3|d. per yard do 
Cheefe, 3536 cwt. 14 qrs. ; 4jd. per cwt. - do 

Chocolate, lb, 103 qrs. ; 7|d. per IbiT - - do 

Coaches and chariots, &c. value 5140I. ; ill. 2s. 7d» 

per iO(^ value . . . do 

.Coals, 259>097- tons ; is. 9Jd. per ton, neareft - do 

Co&e, 193 cwt. 3 qrs. 7 lb. ; 5I. 8s. 8d. per cwt. do 

Copper 
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Copper plates and bricks, 22i5€Wt. 2 qrs. 7 lb« ; 41. 2d* 

2-3d.percwt. neareft - - da 

Cordage, 459 cwt. k4lb. ; is. 2-5th per cwt. « do 

Cork, 9 cwt, ; 2s. 9d. i-ioth percwt« . * do 
Barley and malt, 30,732 qrs. 
Sean s and peafe, 1x84 qrs. 
Oats, 4979 qrs. 
Wheat, 2£,745 qrs. ; com and flour at di&rent rates^ 

according to the market price — do 

Drapery, mw^ 3^3*2x7 yards; 2d. i*ioth per yard dO' 

, old, 351,848 yards; 6d. j-iotbsper yard do 

Drapery prunella, 5d. per yard, neareft . .^ dd 

— ihag, 2291 yards; 6d. 3-ioths per yard do 

Dru^sj 8046L 2&.oid. ; 15I. 15$. per lool. value on Bri* 

tim produce or manufadure ; on foreign, 2o!« 15s. da 

Allum, 3523 cwt. 2 qrs. — — ^ free 

Anotto, 12 cwt. 3 qrs. — ... ^ 

Argal, 28 cwt. — — — do 

Brazilleto, 238 cwt. — — do 

Cochineal, 7058 lb. «— ... do 

Copperas,. 3641 cwt, 3 qts. — — ^jo 

Copperas, green — - -*. «^ ^ 

Fuftic, 2669 cwt. 3 qrs. 7 lb. •— — do 

Galls, 122 cwt. 3 qrs. 7 lb. «^ .^ ^ 

Indigo, 85,641 lb. — — . — i do 

Logwood, i2^3owt. iqr. 141b. «— da 

Madder, 58 cwt. 2 lib. -— — da 

Orchall, 95 cwt. -*- ■ ■ da 

Redwood, 3762 cwt. «» ^ do 

Sanders, i cwt. — «»...• da 

Shumack, 194 cwt. 3 qrs. I4lb« ■ do 

Smalts, 144J5 lb. * — — — do 

Stone blue — — ., •« do 

Weeds, 109 qrs. 14 lb. .«• «» do 

Woad, I2qrs. . — «— «.• do 

Small parcels, value 41 131. i8s. 3d. «-» ^ 
Earthen and china ware, valoe I5,322l« 17s. 4d. ; 151.158. 

per lOoL value on Britifh ; 20L 15s* on foreign Dntf 

Elephants teeth, No. 206 ; 1 1, as. 3d. per too, neareft ' do 

Fans, No. 1445 , 8d. 2-cth per do^^n <— do 
Fife — Anchovies, 3 5-8th barrels; is. 2d. per barrd, 

neareft — — * do 

^^ Cod, barrels; is. od. 3-5ths per bdurel — - da 

— ; — Cod, No. ; 4s. 2d. 3*sth8 per fix fcore — • do 

— — Herriiigs, 7749bairds; is. 3-5th per barrel do 

Fifli— 
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Fifh-^Ling, No. 220 cwt. i qr. 25 lb, ; 7s. per fix fcore do 

— — Oyfters, 10 gallons; lol. los. per lool. vatae do 

— Salmon, tons. trs. ; 1 61. 1 6s. per ton — do 

«-«— > Sturgeon, keg$ i is. 6id» per keg, neareft do 

Flax, dreffed, 3 qrs. 7 lb. ; 17s. lod. per cwt, do 

^ undrcl&d, 1 745 cwt. 2 qrs. ;- 2s, id. i-5th per cwt. do 

Flintt, 109,000; 4d. per thoufand — ^ do 

Furs, 273L I2S. 6d. value; lol. los. per looU value, 

Britifh ; foreign, 15I, los, per lool. value — do 

Fuftians, 989 ends ; is', rod. per end • . — - . do 

Cafes, No. 2015 ; .3s. gd. 2-5ths per cafe - - do 

Drinking glaflTesy No. 14,704; is. iid. i^ioth perfaund. do 

"Vials, ,No. 6708 ; is. od. 3-5ths per hundred : — do 

Glafs ware, value 4407I. 19s. id.; lol. los. per lOoL val. do 

Gloves, 1036 pairs; 3s. id. ^-jths per dozen, -• do 

<5rindftones, chalders, 17 ; 2S. 3Jd.'per chalder do 

Almonds^ 3 cwt. 2 qrs. ;• 9s. 3d,. 3-5ths j>er cwt. do 

Annifeedsj 18 cwt. i qr. 7 lb. ; 7s^,2!d. 2-5ths per ditto do 

Cinnamon, 3941b.; iid. per lb. neareft — do 

' Cloves, 595 Ibi ; IS. 3d. per lb. ditto -— do 

Cocoa nuts, 8120 lb.; 4d. 9-ioths per lb. - - do 

Currants, 209 cwt. i qr. ; I2s. 4A. 4-5thsper cwt. do 

Figs, 2 cwt. I qr. 21 lb. ; 4s. 8d. I -5th per dozen do 
Ginger, 121 cwt. 3qr8. 21 lb. ; if Britiih plantatidn, 

561. 148. lod. 4 4-9ths on ipol.'on il. rate ^— - do 
Hulled barley, 10 cwt. 1 qr. 21 lb..; 3s. id. 4-5ths per ct. do 

Liquorice, 171 cwt. i qr. ; 4s. i|d. per cwt. — do 

Mace, 614 lb. ^ 28*- 3|d. per lb. - neareft — . do 

Nutmegs, 4166 lb. ; 7|d. per lb. ditto — do 

Pepper, 81,336 lb. ; 2d. 3»5ths per lb. — do 

Pimento, 408 lb,; 33I. lod. per lOol. on 6d. per rate do 

Prunes ; 2s. per cwt. neareft - — — do 

Raifins, 1024 cwt. 2 qrs. 7 lb. ; 6s. 9d. per cwt. neareft do 
Rice, 1473 cwt. I qr. 21 lb, ; 29I. 15s. lod. per lOOl. 01! 

il. 6s. 5d. per cwt. rate — . — do 

Saffron, 4 lb. j 3s. 2d. per lb. neareft .— do 

Succards, 210 tb.; 3|d. perlb. ditto — do 

Succhos Liquoricae 5 2§d. perlb, ditto — do 

Sugar candy, 16 cwt. i qr. 141b. ; il. i6s. 9|d. per cwt. do 

Loaf, 10,164 cwt. 3qrs. 7 lb. ; il. i6s.9Jd. percwt. do 

MufcGvado,, 160,082 cwt. 2 qrs. 141b.; 13s. 3d. 

, 132-203 per cwt. — — do 

— r— WJiixe, 12 cwt. 2 qrs. a 4I. per cent,; il. i isi 4d.- 

15 i-7th per cwt. — *— . ' — - do 

• , . .• • Small' 
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SmaU parcels, 2231I. 3s. 3d. ; 10 por cent, on valuer and 

5 per cent, of that 10 — --^ doty 

Gunpowder^ 298 cwtl; 5s. 3d. per cwt. — da 
Gold and filvertwift^ 69 ounces; 8d. and 5 per cent, of 

fame per ounce — ■ ■■'■■ . , ' ' do 

Inkle, wrought, 6 lb. ; 8s. 5d. neareft per dozen pounds do 

, unwroughCj 28 lb. ; 2S. 6|d. per doz. lbs* neareft do 

Laces, i650grofs, 9. dozen; lol. los. per lOoK value do 
Needles, 3036! doz. M.; moAly feeing, at 4s. 94# 

neareft, per 12,000 m i— . do \ 

Pins, 37,700 doz. M. ; is. 6d. neareft, per 12,000 do 

Thimbles, No. 118,294; 6s. 4d. per thoufand * do 

Gold and filver, 1008 lb. 6 oz. ; 4s. 2d. 2'-5tbs per lb* do 
Threads, black, i lb.; 3 -5th per lb. excife, and value in 

cuftoms _ — — 4^ 

Bridges, 52 lb. ; 4s. 8|i1. perdoten pounds, neareft do 

Outnal, 13,072 lb.; 3d. 4-5ths, neareft, per dozen lbs. do 

Sifters, 18171b.; IS. 6|d. neareA, per pound ..^ . . jq 

Whit^ brown, 1241b, ; 2s.. 9|d. per dozen pounds « . .da 
Small parcels, value 12,451!. 3s. lod. ; lol. los. per 

lool. value — .. — — do 

Hair, Camels ; id. 4-5ths per pound -^ do 

, Goats, 8176 lb. ; IIS. lod; per cwt. neareft da 

, Horfe, 4 cwt. 7 lb. a 6s. per cwt. ; los. iod» per 

lOOl. value — -i^ .^ io 

Hats, No. ^777 ; 2s. 3-5ths per piece — do 

Hemp, dreft ; 15s. 9d. per cwt. — — do. 

, undreft, 4998 cwt. iqr. ; is. 2d. 7*iothsper ct* do 

Hecnp feed, 94I hhds. ; 3d. per bufhel, and 5I. per cent* 

on fame _ — — Jq 

Hops, 12,187 cwt. 2 qrs.; ll- 2s, per cwt. — "da 

Horfes, No. 213 ; 3d. each, and 5 per cent, of fame do 
Hardware, value 26,4341. 8s. 9d. ; lol. los. per looL 

value — — -r- do 

India iilks and ftufts; lol. los. per ditto — da 

Iron, 62,956 cwt. iqr. ; los. 6d. per ton -— do 

Knives, No. 563,783; different rates — do 

Mermits, No. 9890 ; is. 6d. 9<'loths per piece « do 

Pots, No. 358; IS. 6d.9l®thsditto — ' do 

Razors, No. 22,212 ; 2s. id. i-5th per dicker of 10 do 

Scifiars, 675erofs, 5I dozens; 4s. lod. 4-5thspergrofs do 

Scythes, 4686 dozens; 2S. td. i-5th per dozen - do 
Small parcels, 24,024!. 8s. io|d. ; lol. tos; per lOoL 

value . .^i- .— «... do 

Iron ore, 648 tons : lOS. 6di per ton -— • do 

Vol, XVII. Hh Ivory, 
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Ivor]|it ^i^Boight^ 548 lbs* is. 3r5tb&per lb. - ' •- duty 
]^M», gold Mid filver, 631^9. 28. i-6th neaii^ftper oa* da 
■*»■* ■ Thread bone,. 9829! yicds;^ 4s. 2d.%2-5tfas per 

' • do»n yards • «^ - - do 

Lampblack, 5-h(8^ lbs. Ss. 4d. 4*5ths per cvru -» do 
Lattcttiy I4c«vt. 3 qr* 7lb. 7s* 6d. per cwt. neareft: do 

Lead, pigty 4687 cwt. i qf. 141b. las. yd., t^fifth per ton do 
•«••«— Rc^, a 1^1 cwt* a cps. £4Ux 2s. ^ per cwt^ neareft do 
— — -.Si^ctl, 1644 cwt. 1 qr. 141b. IS, 3-mth per cwt. do 
**— Shot, 2068 cwt. 2qr. is. 6d. 9- tenths per cwt. do 
••t**— White, 2008 cwt. B4lb. 3s. rod. i-fiftbper cwt. do 
Lead Ore, i toil, Ss. 4d. 4- 5th per ton - do 

Lime, htttPS^^ and Orange Juice, 430. gallons free 

Linert, BfiUfli, 10,^74 yards — — free 

■<' ' Baclcram, 460 do. — — do 

Callico, i^tained, 2 177 do. if l^rnifli, is. |d. pet yd. duty 
. ■■ «" ' Wfeite, 2.6 do. ; if do. 8d. i-5ih per do. do 

Linen Cambrick', 1074. dO# — : — do 

•*-*^-*^ Canvas, 1^01,083 dd. — ' — . —do 

■ (Coloured, 8163 | do. jol. 10s. per lool. value duty 
Damalk, Napkening, 76 do. yd. 3-3th per yard> and 5 

per ct. of fame Silefia -^ — do 

— — T^aWing, 797 do. lod. 4-itb per yard, and 5 

per «t; of 'lame,- and m^re as in breadth — do 

I^per, Napkening, 2ado. ; Silefia 8d. i-iothperyd. 

and 5 perct. of* fame — -^ do 

'■■. Tabling, 76 do. ; Silefia 9d. per yd. and 5 per 

cetit. and more, as in breadth — —-do 

LineiT, French', ells ; abobt lexT. p^r eU — do. 

•^-* pKcnttng, 495, 1 8a yards — ~ free 

«< ■ " Lawns, 1 16,863 do^ ^— — r . . do 

•*-^ — 7 Miiiiin, 16,896 do. 4d. i-5th per yard ; if Bri- 

tifh, 6d. more; and tf foreign, is. 6d. more per 
' yard -i-*- ^ — = — — duty 

•Tirken, do;; about 3s, -2d. piieryard, if Britifh do 



Lttifeed, 973 I hhds. ; 3d* per bufliel, and 5 per cent. 

• of fame *"' . — ^ — — do 

Ltnen, cotton, and filk Britifh manufac 113,072!. I2S. 

9 Jd. value; lol. IDS. per lOOl. value — do 

Malks, Nb. on value — •— — do 

Mats, No. 2321; if Ruifia, id. i-3dpermat, neareft do 
Flour, cwt. qr. lb. 58,084 221 
Oats,* barrels 1105 J ai 78. 6d. -per barrel 
Wheat, barrels 268 | different according to market price 

Millinery 
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Millinery ware, val. 4'685U 13s. S|d. lol. los. per tool. ' 
val. *— — — — 4llity 

MillStOttcS) No. 4, 3s. 6d. t-^othper{iiece ^^ do 

Mum, barrels 6s. 3^1, 3-5 ths per bar. — do 

Oakum^ cwt«q. ^io. 1667 fit ; 5s. 3d. per cwt. do 

OliYc»^ gallons, jo | ; 3d. per gaU oeareft •— do 

Onions, barrels, 4d. i->5th per barrel — -do 
Oranges and Lemons, cwt. ^qrs. No. 3Z4 j . tos. 3d. per 

thoufand — . ..,-.- .^ - -do 

Oil, Linfecd, gallons, 602 ; ^I. 6«. per tun •— - do 

Sevil, gallons, 765 ; 41. 9^. 2d.. 2-5ths per4%in . do 

— — Sweet, gaIlon«, 114; 61..i2s. 3d. 3-5ths per^do. do 

— — Train j gallons, 60,277$; ifBridfti, free 

Painting Stuffs, value 3335U i28. j|d. xol. jos. per* - 

lool- value — — — -do 

Paper, Blue, ream», 159; is. 3-5tii per ream - do 

- SrowQ, bundles, 224 ; 3d. 4*5tfas nearly per - • 

bundle — — .^ do 

■ Cap, reams, 562 ; 9|d. neareft per ream ^ • do 

■ ' '- Card„ do. 297 ; 7d. i-sth per do. 1^ . do 

' — Painted, reams, 98 | ; is. ^d. per do. - do 

* PrTniing,do. 3778; 3d. i -6th -neareft, pordo» ^ 

— — - PrciEng, leaves, 65,996 ; is. gd. per cwt. leaves do 
*■ Writing, reams, 3441 1; lol. lOs. per lool. 

value — . ■ — --• do 

Pafteboardi, No. 25,714; is. 4d. 4-5ths per thoof. do 
Pewter,- cwt. q. lb. 45 i ; 8s. 4d. 4-Sths per cwt. r - do 
Piftures, value 1238I ids. iid. ; lOl. ^os, per lOol. 

value — — — i— do 

Pitch, i)arrel8, 127 ; fmall band, 48. 2d. 2-5ths per laft do 
Plat-es of Tin, barrs. 855 i ; fingle, 6s. 3d. 3-5ths per 

barr. — ^ — — . • — do 
Pot Alhes, cwt. q. lb. 5874 7 — -^ free 
Printing Letters, cwt. q. lb. 43 3 22; los. 6d. per 

cwt. — ;l- ,^ M« . do 

Quills, thoufands, 7 ; i|d. excife and cuft. on val. do 

Quilts, No. 41 ; 48. 2d. 2-5ths per piece — do 

Ribband Silk, lb. oz. 1840 8; los. 6d. per lb* * do 

Reiin, cwt. q. lb. 55 ' 3 7 ; $id. per cwt. - tte 
Sadlers* Ware, value 390I. 14s. 2d. id. los. per-iool. 

value — — — — do 
Salt, Foreign, bufhek, 1978; 3d. 4-5ths neareft, per 

bulhel •--. . -^ -^ *> 

•— Rock, tons, 2i,SS3 i » ^'^ 3-S^l»P«J^ ton - do 

Hh 2 Salt, 



936 PARLIAMENTARY A. i785. 

Salt, MHiitc, \f\ifh. 577,953 ; 3d. 4-5*8 per bolh. free 
Saltpetre, cwt* lb. 1441 i 21 ; 4s. 2d. 2-5th8 per cwt« do 
Seeds, Clover, cwt. q. lb. 1595 27; is. 11 id. nc^ar. 

percwt. . — . .— .— . -do 

Seeds, Garden, 319958 lb. ; id. 3-51)18 nearly pet lb. do 
Silk ManofaAurc, 17,2961b. 40Z.; 7s. |ofd; perlb« do 
•-i-- Raw, 34,6961b. 807.; many difFcreot nates do 

— - Dyed, thrown^ 277 lb. 8 oz, ; 5$. 3d. per lb. «* dp 
^- Undyed, do. 37,023 lb. 8 oz. different rates, gene- 
rally is. od. per lb« . — , • — do 
Skins, Buck, K0.4411 ;.if Ameripaundreft, 27]. is. 8d. 

per lool. at ^s. 6d. rate; if Britifh ireS^, 

IDS. 6d. per Ikin — -—do 

■ Goat, No. 15; 8 2-5th8 per doz. - — do 

■i ' tioihj No. 395 ; if Sritifli, lol. los. per iOQ^. 

value .»— - — ' .— ^p 

«— •— Calf, No. 183, at 6s. 8d, eaph; 8d. 2-5tbsper 

dozen j— " -^ — doty 

> Sheep, No. 79 cwt. 2.0 q. ; 5s. loid. per hund< dp 

r—- Seal, No. 197 ; if Britiib, id. 3-5ths per Ikin, 
'' neareik -r- r-^ ■ rr do 

——r Turkey, No. 30; los. 6d. per doi.^ ^rr do 

Slates, 3392 thouf. |; is, j-jths per tboiifapd - do 
Sduff, 91 lb. 6 l-5th8.per lb. .-^ ..— do 

Soap, 499 cwt. 2 qrs. ; 9s. 5d. 2-5ths per lb. ^ • do 

Soap Aflics, 30 cwt. ; free — . — .do 

Spirits, Brandy, 1376 galls. ; 3s. 8d. 4-5ths pergaU duty 
— r^ Geneva, 3s. 8d. 2-5tb8 per ditto ^-7 dp 

♦■ ' ■ Rum, 944t479 2 ; 2s. lod. 4-5ths per do. do 

<Starcb, 20 cwt, ; 6s. lod. neareft per hundred' - do 
Stationary >VarCj 55^1. 55, ^id. ; lol. los. per lOOl. val. do 
Steel, 793 cwt. 3q. 7 lb. ; js. id. 4-5ihs per cwt. do 

Stockings, Cotton, 21,436 pair ; lol. ids. per lopl. val. do 
»■ Silk, 786 pair; 4$. 2d. 2-5ths per pair - do 

n t^ w Silk and Cotton, 146 pair ; lol. tos. per idpU 

, • valtfc rr- • T" •^* ■ do 

.■ I J « Silk and WorRed, 210 pair; do. do. do 

if ^ ■ Silk and Thread, 30 pair* do. do: do 

^TTT — —7 Thrca^J, 60,322 pair; do. do. do 

> ■ ~ Wgcdlcn, 2215 pair ; 4d. neareft per pair do 

■'' Worfted, 5923 pair ; 8d. nearefLper do. do 

Sword Blades, No. 392 ; is. 3d. per blade neareft dp 

Sword Cutlert* Ware, 220I. 78. |d. ; lol. los. per lOol. 

v^alue • r?« • ▼" --, do 

^ - - Cyder, 
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Cfder^ 246 tuns, 51 gallons aad ahalf ; 68, 9d. 3-5AS 

per tun -— . — — — free 

Tar^^gi barrels; fmall band 3s. sd. neareft per bar. do 
Tea^ Bohea, 1,22832901b*; 4d. per lb. and id. per 
lb. on each lb. above 4s. 6d. price, alfo 2 and 
a half per cent, on both duties — - . duty 

« Green, 564,7631b, ; 6d, pcr*lb» and ditto - do 
Toba<;co, 1,074,4371b.; 54I. 12s. 4d. i-3d. per lool. 

at IS. 8d. rate, or ipd. i8-20ih or 17-31 per lb. wt, do 

Tow, 571 cwt. 3 qrs. 141b.; is. 3-5thsper cwt. do 

Toys, 11,7721. i6s. lod. ; lol. los. per cent, value do 

Twine, 20 cwt. 2 q. 71b, ; 3s. 5d. per cwt. — do 

Tyles,. No. 38,972; lOs. 4d. neareft, per thoufand do 

Tin, 353 cwt. 3 qrs. ; 4s. 2d. 3-5tbs per cwt. do 

Velvet, 81b. 12 ozi J il. is. per lb. wt. — do 

Vinegar, tierces, hhds.gals. 36 | ; 61. is. 9d. per tun do 
Upfaoiftry Ware, 5599I. lys. lid. val. lol. los. per 

ct. value . — — -— — do 

Walnuts and others, 10 | barrels; is. 6d. neareft, per 

barrel — — — do 

Wax, Bees, 2940 lb. 58. neareft, per cwt. - - do 
— — - Candles, 141b. at 8s.. 10 per ct. loK los. per ct. val. do 

Whalebone, 13 cwt. 14 qrs, ; 3s. 2d. pcrxwt. - do 
Wine, French, tierc. hhds. gals. 11 15 |; 31L is. per 
tun, and 2 1 per cwt. of fame unfd. 

Fort, tierc. bhds. gals. 6 3 52 ^ ; 20l. 14s. per 

tun unfd. - - - do 

— — Rhenifh, tierc. hhds* gals. 21 ; 25I: 13s.. lod. 

1 3 2-3ds per tun, and 2 i per ct. unfd. - do 

^ r Spanilh, tierc. hbds. gals. 15 2 52^; 25I. 14s. 

per tun unfd. — — do 

Wood, Baik, No. at different rates, from il. 13s. 8d. 

to 6s. 4d. neareft - - do 

; Barrel Staves, No. 1230 ct. ; is. and 5 per cent. 

of fame per thoufand " •? - do 

■ MM . 1 ^ ^ Canes, No* 17,008 ; free (cane reeds) do 

^ -7- Calks, empty, No. 6,^318; 5s. 2d. each do 

Clapboards, No. ;• 6s. |d. neareft, per hunda do 

^Clapbolt, No.; do, •— -^ do' 

•— — ^ Deals, No. 24 cwt. i qr. 2lb.; 8s. 4d. 4rSth 

per hpnd^ed . — . r — .^ . do 

I ' Hoops, 2429 1 thoufends; id. and 5 per cent* 

of fame per thouf. -^ — do 

• Mafts, No. 4; according to fizc — -—do 

r ' ■ ■ Oars, JJo^ f cwt. 20 qr. ; 1 8s» 4|d. per hund. do 

Wood, 
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Wood, Plank, I, 833I. 126. id. val. ; . tol. i<». per ct. 

value -^ — "^ . f^^^. 

— — — Spars, 2cwt. Sqrs. ; 28. id. i-5th ^jcr band. - do 
•— — — Timber, 1 184 12 | tons feet ; is. ^, per ion - . do 

, Wainfcor^ No. ; 3I. 13s. 6d. per h«(id. - duty 
— :— — Wooden Ware, 14641. 9s. 7|d. val. ; lol. f qs. 

per cent., value — — — do 

Wool, Beaver, 240*2 lb. — — free 

Cotton, 2800 cwt. I qi". 141b. — do 

— ^— Eftrid^Te, 8 cwt. — — *-* do 

^*— — Spanitfi, 86 cwr. 7 qr«. . -.— . do 

Wirc,-BTaf8, cwt. q. fo. 2 14; rol. X05. per cwt. val. doty 
.i— — Iron, cwt. q. lb. 10 21 ; 55^ 3d. per cwt. - do 
— ^- — Lfatten, 451 9 cwt. 1 qr.; ios.6d. per cwt. aod 

6d. pcrlb. wt. — - — — do 

-^ — Steel, 3 cwt. I q. 21 lb. lod. per lb. neareft do 

*s • Cable, cwt. qr. lb. 26 3 ; icid. per cwt. - do 

Yarn, Cotton, 3340 lb. ; 2d. per lb. nea-rcft — do 

— -^ Linen, 8ooolb. i |d. per Ib.nxareft *^- do 

-^ — Mohair, 4472 f lb.; 58. 9d. per lb. -^ do 

_ ■■ Worfted, 845 | !b. ; lol. lOs. per cwt. valnc do 

Sifiail Parcels, val. 16,235}. 12s. 3|d. ; lol. los. per 

ct. vahjc — — -^ do 

JOHN WETHERALL, Ex. Affift, 

Cuftom.Houfc, ANTH. FERGUSON, Ex. AOift. 
Dublin, nth Feb. 1785. 

^ The reader will pleafc to obferve, that after the name 
of each article in the above account, is placed the quantity 
or grofs of the fame ; next is the rate of that value ; and 
laftiy, i« the duty now paid. As for example : Beads of 
Glafs, 61b; (imported) at is. per lb. (rate tff value) i ^d* per 
lb. neareft do. (that is the duty new f aid). 

An Account of the IMPORTS into IRELAND from 
AMERICA, for One Year, ending the 25th of March, 
1784, diftinguiftiing tlie Quantities and Rates of Vahaes, 
with the Rates of DHities. 

From AMERICA. 
Apples, iT6i buftiels, rate, id. i-S^l»> ^'^d ^ per cent. 

of fem^ per bufhel . •— — - duty 

Baconj foreign, 3 cwt. 3 qrs. 71b. do. 2S. id. i*5tliper 

cwt. — — — do 

Bullion, Silver, — — . — free 

Chocohcte, lolb. do. lod. 2-5ths per lb* — do 

Coffee^ t4i cwt«. 2 q« do. 5L Ss. 8d» per cwt. - do 

Drapery, 
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I>rapery, N«w -^ — - — 'dmy 

r— Old ,— ~ — - d« 

Drugs, 1&3U 4$, do. 15K per cent, and 5 per cent* of 

fame oft value • — --^ — do 

Dying Stuffs, Brazilctta, do. «*^ -1- free 

Fuftick, 420 cwt. do. — " T" '^ do 

! Indigo, 61831b, ^o- . — .^ ,— dd 

Lcgwood, l20CWCvdo. — «, "^ . ^® 

' Small parceb, 44I. I2).^d. do. <" — : — do 

Earthea^Ware, do. h5l. percent, and 5 per cent, of « 

fame OQ vakie -— — •— ^VT 

Fifli, Cod, 805 hhds. 2qrs^. &• 4s. 2d. 2'5tbs per hand, do 
•^ — •— — , 61 barrel* do. ; id, 3-sths per barrel do 

■ Salmon, do.; i6». gd. 3-5thspcr ton — do 

Furs, 81. I2S. 6d. do.; many different rate* •*- do 

Fuftians- — — —do 

Flax, undf eft, 6 cwt. 3 qrs. at il. 15s. per cent.; 

2s. id. i-5thpercwt. -— , — — do 

Groceries, Almonds, I cwt. 141b. do. ; loy. 4d. i-5th 

percwtr. • — . — .— do 

Cocoa Nuts, 87741b. do. ; 5d. per lb. ne»eft do 

: — Currants, do. ; 13s. 9d. 3»5ths per cwt. do 

^.-^ Figg^ do. ; 3s. I id. 7-ioths per cwt. - do 

• Ginger, 7 cwt. i q. 7 lb. do. ; 59I. 98. 4-aoth 

and 4- 9th per icx>lb. on ilb. rate per cwt. do 

— Pepper, 5 q. do. ; 3d. per lb, neareft - do 

' Piraentb, 5601b. do. ; 35I., 158. per lool. on 

6d. rate per lb* — — .do 

— — Rice, do. ; 29I. I5«. 6d. per lool.on il. 6s. gd. 

rate per cwt. _ — 1 dd 

Saflron, do» ; 58. 2d. 1.5th per lb. — do 

ijuccards, 199 J lb. do.; 6d. i-3d per lb. 

neareft — — — do 

■ ^ ■■ ■* Succus Liquoricise, do. ; 2d. 2-5th6 per lb. 

neareft — *— — do 

. Sugar, Mufcovado, 27,402 cwt. 2 q. 5*. do. ; 

X3S. 3d. i3-20ths, and 2-3ds per cwt. do 
'> . Small Parcels, vaL. 5I. 13s. 9d. do. ; lol. lOS. 

per cent, value — —do 

Hatdware, valued©.; lol. iO». percent, value - do 
Hats, No. 62, at 15s. each ; 2S. 5d; 2-5th per piece do 

Ironinohgers' Ware, Iron, 592 cwt. iqr. jlb. do ; los. 6d. 

per ton, European — do 

— Small Parcels, val. 5 cwt. 13 q. 9lb. do. ; 



lol. lOs. pel cent, value — 



do 
Lead, 
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Lcid, pig, do. ; i?s* 7d. I -5th per ton — duty 

Lime, Lemon, and Orange Juice, 3© gals. 2s. per gal. 

loh los. per cent, value — -^ do 

Linfeed, 21,184 hMs. do. — — ftee 

Meal, flour, 2503 cwt. ilb. I28. percwt. ; is. 3.5th 

per cwt. — — — duty 

Oakum, 80 cwt. do. ; 3d. per cwt. and 5 pet cfeat. of 

fame — ^ «« ,b— .;.£. do 

Mats, da; id. i-3d. neareft, per piece. •^ do 

Oil, Sweet, do. ;, yd, per gallon — . -^ do 

i— - Train, 30,985 gals, — -^ free 

Oranges and Lemons, 13 bund* at2s.6d. per hand. las. 

per thoufand — — ' ""^ duty 

Painting Stuffs, val. 2(51. do. ; lol. los. per cent. val. do 
Piftures, val. 2I., do, , lol. los. per cent, val. - do 

Pitch, 47 barrels, los. per barrel — - — free 

Pot Afties, 226 cwt. 3q. at il. 5s. per cwt. — do 

Sqlt, foreign, do. ; 3 4-5th and 54pex cent, of fame per 

bufliel — — — iduty 

Seeds, Garden, 90 lb. at 2S. 4d. per IK id. l-5th per lb. 

and 5 per cent, of fame — — do 

Silk Manufafture, do. ; 8s. 9d. per lb. — do 

Skins, Buck, No. 1699 do.; 29I. 15s, lod. in the hair 

per lool, at 2s. bd. rate — — do 

Ditto, dreft, Na 2 cwt. 3q. 281b. at 5s. each ; 

5s. per fkinj dreft — — do 

Lofli, No. 102 do. ; 47I. 13s. 4d. per lool. at 
5s. per hide ; 8s. 6*20th, and 3-6th additional 
perlb. wt. — ' — — . do 

-* ■' Seal, No. 60, do. - • - free 

Sheep, No. I5,at2s. 2d. perhund. 29I. 15s. lod. 
per lOoL at 3d. per fkin - - - duty 

Snuff, do.; 6d., i-5th per lb. - - do 

Cider, i hhd. 21 gals, at 5I. per tun ; 6s. fi^jth per tun do 
Spirits, Brandy, 57tgallons; at 2S. per gal. 4s. id. per 

gallon - - - do 

^^ -Geneva, 677 i-ioth gallon ; ditto, ditto do 

Rum, 153,592 4-ioth g^ls. do. 2S. lod. 4-5th 

per gaU . . - - - do 

Tar, 653 barrels,, at 12s. per bar. • ^. free 

Tobacco, 3,076,824 lbs. ; 54L 12S. 4d. i-3dperiool. 

at IS. 8d. rate - - . - duty 

Toys, lol. los. per cent, value • - da 

Vinegar, 2hhds. 21 gals, at 7I. 15s. per tun, 61. is.9d. 
per tun -. - , , • • - do 

Upholftry 
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Upholftry Ware, 19I.; lol. ios« peV cent value - doty 
Bees Wax, 3661bs.; 4s. iid. ly-aoths per cwt. do 

Wine, French, 31!. los. per tun, and af per cent, do« do 

Port, 4 tuns 31 J gals. ; .20I. 14s. per tun - do 

Wood, Balk, do. - - - free . 

Barrel Staves, 12,691 cwt. i q. No. 20 - do 

Calks, en^ptjr, No. 5> - - do 

— =2 — Clap-bolt, - - - - c.do 
Deafs, J4 cwt. 3 q. No. 25, do. - do 

■ Mafts, No. 4 ; do. - - - do 

Oars, 20cwt» 2 q. No. 45, do. - - -do 

— — Plank, 374I. 8s. 3d. j do. -^ ,- da 

^^ Spars, 2 cwt. 2 q» ; do.. * • do 

Timber, 757 tons 40 feet ; do. *- - do 

— Wooden Ware, 1369I. 9s. 9d.; lol, los.per cont, 

value - - • .- - duty 

Wool, CoHon, 981 cwt. I q. 31b.; do. - free 

Small Parcels, iiL is,; lol. los* per cent, value - duty 

JOHN WETHERALL, Ex. Affift. 

Guftom Houfe, ANTH. FERGUSON, Ex. Affift. 
Dublin, nth Feb. 1785. 

Note. The rate of value, after being ftated^ is to be taket> 
as repeated, until a new venation is inierted* 

. - A. F. 

An Account of the EXPORT TRADE from IRELAND 
to GREAT BRITAIN, for One Year, ending the asth 
of March, 1784; diftinguiihing tljie Quantity, cfteemed 
Rate of Value, and the neat Rate of Duties payable at Ex« 
portation for the laft Year. 

Apparel, ajl. value,— rate; 5 per cent on value duty 

Aqua Vitae, gallons, do. / *• - - free 

Barrels, empty. No. 12, do.; 5 per cent, on value duty 
Bacon, Hams, 922 cwt, i qr. 2ilb. do.; 5 percent, on' 

value - - - - da , 

■ Flitches, No. 32,9667 do. ; ifd. per flitch - do 

Beef, BarreIs,"'No. 31^867, da; is. per barrel - do 

— . — Carcaflfes, N0..8, do.; is. percarcafe - do 

Boards, Barrel, 6ocwt. at los^perhund.; 4s.pertbou- 

fand * - - - •• do 

Books, bound, do. ; 3d. per cwt, - - do 

— ,.^, unbound, 28 cwt. i q. I4lb« do ; do* do 

Bottles of Glafs, dozen - - •do 

Bread, 22 cwt. i q. do. - • free 

Vol. XVII. I i Butter, 
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Bbtter, 147,028 cwt. i q* X4lb. do. ; 6d. per cwt, duty 
Bullocks and Cows, No. 6797, do. ; is. per head do 

Candles, 1214 cwt, ^q. 2 lib. do.; is. per cwt^ * do 

Ckeeie, • 7 1 cwt. 3 q, do. ; 6i per cwt» "- - do 

Coaches, &c. 40I. value, do» j 5 per cent, on value do 

Coppfr Ore, 20 f tons, do. ; 3s. per ton ^ - do 

Corn, Barley, 4683 quarters, do. . - free 

— — Beans - - - - do 

* * Malt, I qr. 4 bulh. do. - • . do 

*— — Oats, 14,742 qrs. do. *. • do 

— *— Ptoafe - - - - <io 

— — Wheat, 324 qrs. do. - - do 

Drapery, New, laoo jurds^ do. ; only returned 

Old, - - do. 

Featherl, z6; cutt 2tlb* do. ; 2$. per cwt. -- duty 

Pifli, Hake - - • - free 

— — Herrings, 166 barrels, do^ • "■ do* 

' Cing, No. I qr. lolb. do. ' - «• do 

— - Salmon, 5I tons, do. • . - - do 

Flannel, 4fd. nearly i-4th per yard -' - tloty 

Flax Seed, Irifh, a hhds. do. ; 3s. per qr. of 8 bufheU Ad 
dew, 837 cwt. do.; lod. pef cwt. • do 

Oravcs, 4 cwt. do. ; ijd. per cwt. • * - do 

<51afs Ware, il. 4s. value, do* - - - do 

Haberdashery, Thread, 100 outna!, do. ; retuMied 

■■■ ' ' Ware, val. 17!; 7s* 6d. do. ; 5 per cent. 

on valiie * ' - ' •- . ' - - do 

flair. Cows, $ cwt. ; as per cwt. •^ - do 

Kid, dd.J 7d. l-jftb percwt. - * do 

--^— Human, do. ; 5 per cent, on value ♦ do 

Hair Powder,, do. ; j per ceuu on value ^ -« do 

Hats, do.; 6d. per piece - jj - do 

Hogs, Ncu 1877, do.; 3-Sths per picc^ . - - da 

Hogs Lard, 837 cwt. 21 q. do. ; iod.4-5ths per cwt. do 
florns, ox and cows, 285 cwt* 2 ql lolb. do. ; 25. 6d* - 

per thoufand - - - do 

T Tipt, No. 2 ; 9d. per thoufand - - do 

liorfes, Np. 669, do. ; 28. per head - -.do 

Hides, Tanned, No. 14, do.; 3d. 3-r5ths per hide - do 
■M' Untanned, No. 42,744, do* do. ^ - do 

][ron. Tons, lof, do, ; 6s. 9d. per ton . - * do 

Ironmongers Ware, val. 5s. do. j^ 6d. per cwt« - do 

Kelp, tons, 1025, do.; is. 6d; per ton - do- 

Lead Ore, do. ; 2s. per toa - ^ -do 

Linen, 
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Linen^ Cambtick, 22i yajrds, do. ■ - - ^ f roe 

— : — Cloth^ 21,128,15.0 yards, .do. ' - ^ - do 

— »--r Coloured^ * §.52 jards, do*,; 5 per ceut. on vaU duty 

^leaT, Flour, do. ' ' * - • * • ' ^ - f^ee 

Oat, 5262 barrels/do. - - • do 

— Whea^,-bar. do. - • - do 

Ox Bones;-" 468 thouf. do. ; 4^* per thoufand -: duty 

- Guts, 66 barrels, do. ; is» per barrel • do 
OH, Train, r i tuns, * do. j lOs.pertun. - - do 
Pork, i;5,6io barrels, do* ; is* 6d. per barrel * do 
Rabbits Fur, 6oi6lb. do. ; 2d. 2-5ths per lb, . - do 
Rape Seed, 408 qtsi do. ; 6d. per quarter r do 
Salt, 80 bufliels 

Shoes, '841b. at 58. 5d# per lb* do.; 6-20ths, i-i4th 

per ib. -^ - * • - . do 

Silk Manufiifture, . . * * returned 

Skins, Calve, No. 1 5;624 S» ^^* I 7^- i-i^h per doz% duty 
^— ^^- Goat, No. 167 70 10s. |)er fcore - - do 

Kid, No. 12 3 6do. • 38. per fix fcore - da 

«-— *— Lamb, No. 2015 i 5 do. ; lod. per fix fcore do, 
Rabbit, No. 61 2 10 • Diflerent Rates 

Sheep, do.; is. 6d. per cwt. . - duty 

Sope, 1 1 53 cwt. do. ; 6 per cwt. * -do 

Sope Afliefi, |d. Cuflom^ payable at importation charged do 
Starch, do. ; 8d." per cwt. ^ . - d<i 

Stationary Ware, 349K 12s. do. ; 5 per cent, on value do 
Stone Blue - - * • 

Tallow, 15,586 cwt. 3 qrs. ailb. do. ; is. 6d. per cwt. do 
Tongues, 563 doz. do. ; 3d. 3-5ths per doz. - do 

Wax, do.; 4s. per cwt. - - - do 

Wooden Ware, 13s. 2dl do. ; 5 per Cent, on value do 

Wool, 2264 fiones, do. ' - '- - free 

Yarn, Cotton, 4i66!b. do. ; 5 per cent, on value duty 

— — Linen, 33,913 cwt. 2 qrs. 151b. do* ; 5s. pejrcwt. do 
■ ■ . Woollen, 97 flones, do. - - free 

— -— Worfted, 100,563 ftones and 12, do.; - do 

Small Parcels, 4^841. 3s. iid. do. ; 5 percent. - dqty 

Note. The eitimated rate of value is to be held as re-^ 
peated, until a new one is inferted* 

A. F. 
JOHN WETHERALL, Ex. Affift. 
Cuftom Hoofe^ ANTH. FERGUSON, Ex. Affift. 
Dublin, iith Feb. 1785. 

li Z An 
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An Account #f the Exports from Inland to America, for 
one Year, ending the 25* olF March, 1 784, diftinguiih- 
in^ the Quantities afid Ra(es of Values, with the Ratel 
of Duties in the laff Year. 

Ale — quantity — rate ^ — — free 

Apparel, 3388K i6s. ditto — * — • do 

Aqua VitsB, 230 gallons, ditto -•— . do 

i^acon, flitches, No. 118, ditto; i|d« per flitch duty 

, H., hams, 79qrs. 141b. dittu; 5 per cent^'on value do 

Beer, 2059! barrels, ditto — — free 
Beef, 43,2-79 barrels and 5-6th dittp ; is. per barrel , duty 

Books, bound and unbound, 965 qr?; i a lb. -*^ free 

Bottles, glafs, ^32 gallons, diito ; 2d,'per loe nymber duty 

Bread, 5087. cwt. 2 1 lb. ditto ... . free 

Brafs and copper manuia&ure, 9 qrs. 3 lb. ditto do 
Bullion, fil>(er, 150 ounces, at 5s. idd. per ounce 

Butter, 26,300 cwt. 3qrs.^ 14 lb. ditto; 6d. per cwt. duty 

Candles, 8522 cwt. j qr. 7 ib. ditto ; is. per cwt. da 

Cards, playing, 298 dozen packs, and 10 odd ditto free 

'. -, wool, IC4 dozen pairs, at 8d. per dozen pairs , 

6d. per dozen pairs — ,— , duty 

Cheele, 806 cwt. ditto ; 6d. per cwt. - do 

Copper plates and bricks, ditto — free 

Cordage, ^93 qrs. 21 lb. ditto . — — do 
Cotton, linen, and filk^ mixed manufaAure, 8019I. 

1 8s. 2d. ditto — .. *— do 

Qorn, Barley, half a buihel, ditto — do 

r f Beans, dijto - - - do 

r— ^, Malt, ditto • - - do 

f— , Oats, 5i3qrs, 4bufhels, ditto . - do 

. r, Peafe, 3 qrs. 4 buihels, ditto - do 

^ — /., Wheat, ditto . . • • do 

Drapery, new, 259,141! yards, ditto - do 

— , old, 28,550 yards, ditto ; 5s. 8|d. per piece . doty 

! — r^ Shag, 574 yards, at 4s. per yard - free 

Feathers, i cwt. 2 4jrs. • • ^ do 

Fiih, Cod . . . . -do 

■, Eels - • - ^ dp 

, Oyfters, 4 gallons, at 2s. per gallon - do 

•— , Hake, 6 cwt. 2 qrs. ao lb, ditto - do 

——?', Herrings, 22,713 barrels 5-6th, ditto * ^ 

, Ling, 45 cwt. 3 qrs. ditto •— 4p 

Mackarei, 358 barrels, at il. 5s. per barrel do 

lalmoB, 63 tops, 4I tierpes^ ditto « do 

Flannel^ 
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Flannel, 36,067 yards, ditto - • fr^ 

Fuftians, 47^^37 yards, ditto , - - . do ' 

Prize, 2738 yards, ditto - - do 

Glafs cafes. No. 5, at lU los. each - do . 

Glais drinking, No. 20,737, ditto - do 

Glafs ware, valoo-ioi. i6s..6d. ditto - do 

Glue, 3icwt. ditto; lod. per cwt. • duty 

Gloves, 19,164 pair, ditto , - - frte 

Groceries, Loaf fugar, 436 cwt. i qr. 7 lb. ditto do 

Hair,»c^ws, 3 cWt. at il. 6s. per cwt. ; 2S. per cwt. duty 
Hair powder, 7 cwt. 3 qrs. 21 lb. ditto - free 

Haberdaftiery, Outnal thread, 607 lb, at 5s. 6d. per lb. do 
-, Sifters thread, 767 lb. at 13s. per lb. do 

-«.-, Small parcels, value 2362L los. 6d. ditto do 

Hats, No. ii,867, ditto - . - do 

Hogs' lardj ,510 cwt. 2 qrs. do. ; lod. 4-5*s per cwt. duty _ 
Horfes, No. 74, at 61. each ; j I. each - do 

Hides, tanned, iia cwt. i qr. 14 lb. ditto; 6s. id. 
2-3ds per cwt. . - - - ^^ 

* , vintanned, ditto; 9d. 3-5ths each - do 

Iron, ditto ; 2I. los. per ton - - do 

Iron, wrought,- 473 cwt. 2 qrs. 7 lb. ; 3I. 3s. i id. per ton do 
Ironmongers' ware, 126I. 14s. 3d. value, ditto; 3I. 3s. 

I id. per ton - - - do 

Linen, Cambric, 4586 yards, ditto - do 

.- Cloth, plain, 3,540,691! yards, ditto * do 

Ditto, coloured, 323,816 yards, ditto - do 

Meal, Flour, 1712 cwt. 2 qrs. 7 lb. ditto - do 

----, Groat - - - do 

— , Oat, $^^\ barrels, ditto - - do 

. , Wheat ' - ... do 

Molafles, 484 cwt. iqr. 141b. ditto - do 

Millinery ware, 273I. value, ditto — do 

Mutton, barrels, ditto; is. per barrel - duty. 

Oil, Rape, 2 1 hfads. at 25I. per tun, ditto - free 

'-^, Train, 2 bhds. ditto ... do 

Paper, Brown, 50 reams, ditto - - do 

, Writing, 104 reams, ditto — do 

Plank, three-inch, feet, ditto - - do 

Pork, 29;2S2| barrels, ditto; is. 6d. per barrel duty 

Rabbits' fur, 1401b. at 5s. per lb. ditto; 3d. i7-20ths 

perlby ^ - - do 

Ribband, Silk, 23 Jb. 4 oz. at 5l» per lb, ditto free 

S;ilt, 229 bulbels, ditto • -dp 

Shoes, 47,011 pounds, dittQ ^ "* ^o 

' Silk 
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Siik manufa^re, 3987 Ib» 10 oz.. at 5Lpef lb. free 

Sjadlcrs* ware, 894L 5§d. value, ditto . • do 

bilk manufa£tere . - 

— > Thrown, -dyed, la^R*.. ditto oq debenture 

. SiUc and worfled, mixed, manuf. 20941b. 902. ditto free 
Skins, Calye> 9cwc« 2 qrs* 7 lb., ditto; iLis. 8|d; per 

cwt. - - .•.,.- - . duty 

•*- y Krd, No* I hund* 2 qrs. at 3!. as. 6d. per hiind» 

No. ditto; il. is.^8d» per.fix fcore - do 

, -- — ►, Sheep, Now 5 hund. i qr. 15 !b* at 7L 5s»per 

hund. Nou.-ditto ; Jis. a|d. per hUnd. No,. do 

Sope, ^3915 cwr-. aqrs. 7 Ibl ditto ; 6d. per cwt« do 

Starch, 2^2 cwt. i qr.* 14 lb* ditto -^ . , . free 

£tfttk>naFy«ware|. 408!. zys^ v^lue, ditto .-— do 

Stock'mgs, Linen, 482 doz. 9 pairs "** . do 

■■' ' , Woollen, 842 do2;. 7 pair* ^ •♦-^ do 

■ ' ., Worfted, 1195 doz* 7 pairs • -r-* do 

Stone blue, ditto _, ; . *^ • — . do 

Tallow, 914 cwt*; do* is* 6d. per cwt* ^— : duty 

Thrtiitis ; do. 4d* per cwt* .— ,^4^ do 

Tongues, 30654 dozens ; 3d* 3-5ths per doxed. do 

VphSlftery ware, 564I. 9s. value • — . free 

Wax, I qr. 71b*; So. id. .3-5thsperlb« -^ duty 

Wooden ware, 81*3$. valuer ditto- -^ - -free 

Yarn, Cotton, 800 lb* ; Ao. at is. per lb* .- do 

Small parcels, 3619I. 2s. iid*; dp. ttioftly free; 5s* per. 

cent* Vjdoe oa a unall part - *..'.. duty 

JOHN WETHER ALL,. Ex. Aflift* 
ANTH. FERGUSON, Ex.: Aflift. 
C^Sihom Hooie, Dul^Iitt, 
1 ith Feb» 1785. •- 

Hole. The rate of value, after being firft rfated, i^ to be 
faken^ as repeated, itntil a new valuation is inferted* A. F. 

^ The reader will pleafe to obferve^ that afterthc name 
of each artide in the above account is placed the quantity or 
grofs of the fame ; next is the rate of that value ; and laftly 
IS the duty now- paid. As for example *« Beef, 43,^79 bar-« 
fclsand 5-6th, (imported) at — *— * per barrel {rdtrojf valui) 
IS* per barrel, (that is the duty nmv paid*) 

Mr. Pitt moved, " That tlie Houfe refolve itfelf into a 
** Committee of the whole Houfe, for die purpofe of taking 
^ into, confideratton that part of the King's Jpeech that 
^* recommended to t^if ^mei^ sitteutioa the adjuftment 

• * •• • of 
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*' of fucfa points in the commercial iatercourfe tietweea 
*^ Great Britain and' Iredand as were not y«t finally ar-^ !' 

" ranged.'^ This motion being carried, the various papers i; 

on the table relative to Ireland, were referred to the Com« ' 

mitt^e ; and the Speaker having left the chair, Mr* Gilbert ! 

took his feat at the table. . 

The eleven refolutions sggreed to by the Hoiaies of Lords ^ 

and Commons of Iceland^ in the form of refolutions^ were 
immediately read* 

Mr. Chaocellor Piu then rofe. and opened the fyllem of Mr. ChMr 
commercial intercourfe between the two kingdoms* He faid ^^^ ^**"^ 
he flattered hkiirelf he flioqld be honoured With the indul- 
gent attention^ of which be ihould foUy ftand in oeed^ 
while he endeavoured to Aate to them the important propo* 
fitk>ns on which he conceived an advantageous and honour-^ 
able fyftem of intercourfe might be euabliffaed between 
Great Britain and Ireland* In a bufiaefs of fuch moment 
he knew that it was equally unneceflary for him to deflre ch^ 
attention of gentlemen, as to intreat tiiat they would enter 
into the conuderati<m of the fubjed without 'pirejudice, snd 
with the earnefiaefs which iC| political magnitude required. 
There was not a xoaa in the Houfe, of whatever party or 
defcription, iiowever attached or connaSed, who would not 
agree tl£it the fettling the commercial intercourfe of tlie two 
countries on a firm, liberal, and permanent bafis^ by which 
an end might for ever be put to jealoufies and clamour — bf 
which all future pretexts to difcontent might be removed^ 
and by which the fureft foundations of foture ftrength and 
opulence might be laid, was one of the greateft topics which 
could be agitated in Parliament, and one of the mod defira* 
ble obje£ls that they. could accompliill* They would meet 
with one difpofition as to the end, however they might dif- 
fer abont the means ; and he only prajed that gentlemen 
would enter mto the difcuffion of the lubjetJl without pre* 
pofleffioQ from what they might have lieard, and without 
giving ear to the infinuations which had been fo ioduftrioufly 
circulated through the metropoUs, and diflributed^ perhaps^ 
to every corner of the country. Thefe infinuations applied 
to particular fubjedts of the difcuflion, and were founded 
on mifconception of thofe gteat and neceSary 4^ta in our re- 
lative fituatiou, upon which, without bending our. view to 
partial afpe<Sts, we muft ultitnately decide this great queAion. 
If gentlemen had adopted ideas from cafes half ftated, or 
from cafes mifreprefented by thofe who had qaade up their 
minds, without knowing whether the ibte of the.quefiion 

2 made 
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made it neceflary that the line /houfd be ptirfued which had 
been adopted, it would be more difficult for him to olear the 
way to the true confideration of the <}iieftion than It other- 
wfe wadd have been. It was incident to every propofition, 
that until it {hoold be fully expofed, thofe who might have 
the intereft or inclination to raife clamour by partial ftate- 
fnents of it, had the advantage in the conflict for a time ; 
hm when the v/hoie could be fairly elucidated, truth Would 
always^ as it ought, have its prevalence over mifreprefenta- 
tion ; and the delufion^ though extfinfiye;i • would be but 
*»omentary» 

With regard to the important queftion, he cohceivcd it to 
be lin>ply this: What ought to be the prtn^pjes on which 
the relative commercial interefls of the two kii^doms ihould 
be fettled in thefyftetn of intercoiirfe to be ejfbbUflied be* 
tween them } In anfwering this queftion ^ had no diipculty 
in faying, that the fyftem /hould be founded on piinciples of 
expediency and juftice ; and he was confident in fayiog, that 
in the mode in which the King^s Minifters had putfued the 
obre6t, they had paid regard to thofe principled* It had been 
a fubje£t ot infmuation^ that the Acps which they had taken 
vrere not conducive to the ultimate fuccefs of the meafure; 
and tli^t they had embraced notions which* were hoftile in 
every conception to the end \\\ view. He would not go mi- 
nutely into the detail of the proportions which had been read 
hy the Clerk at the table, and whkh he confe&d were the 
bafis of the fyfiem which he meant; to fubmit to their wif)* 
dom, beca43fe ha was aware that the Committee were not 
ripe to decide on tbeitii and would not be competent to tbe 
difcuffion until they bad examined all the accounts which 
were Already, or which jmight hereafer :be Jaid oa their 
table^ 

U w;as his yriih that thofe examinations fhould be full and 
minute; that time ihould be given them for the difcuffipn ; 
and that the whole fhould be fairly and fully inveiligated be- 
fore they came to any determination. He did thi$ in the 
conAdence that, ppoo fuch mature ^coniideration, they would 
find the general propoAlions to be founded on good fenfe and 
iubilantial policy. He was ienfible that the fmaller parts 
might require much curious and jminute inivteftigation ; they 
would Aand in need of corre^ion, and perhaps of 'change. 
lie trailed that he ihould have the affiftance of all the wif- 
^om and information of the Committee on thofe points; and 
ht aiTured them that lull time, and the utmoft information, 
ihould be given for the difcuiflipQ. in fuch a budnefs, fucb 

ja deter- 
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a determination was eflSntial ; fot it ^ai of the greateft ahj 
moft decifiye importance to bpth kingdoms, lince the end 
and ob}e6t v^as no lefs th^h to eft:abljfh a fyfleai that fhould 
be ^fmaneiit and irrevocable; 

* He fliould confirlfe himfelf to geheHl princfples in the ex- 
pofitioh of the bufinefs this day; The motion with which 
he ihould cohcliide would fully explain the principles ; it had 
a reference to the conimercial regOlatidns which had beeit 
read at the table, and'which the Houfes of Lords atid Com- 
mons of Ireland had declared to be the bafis of what they^ 
fhoaid confider as a proper and efiedlual fyftem of inter- 
courfe. His motion did not tend to any direft point; but 
it led their attention to the general profpeft of the fcherne* 
accompanied wiifi a provi lion which he conceived to be eflen* 
tial to the wholfe. 

In treating this important queftion, he would beg leave to 
rccal their attention to what had been, and what was the re- 
lative fituation of the two countries. They would recolledt 
that, from the Revolution to a period within thet memory of 
eVery man wba heard him, indeed until thefe very few years, 
the fyftem had been that of debarring Ireland from the enjoy- 
ment and ufe of her own refources ; to make the kii^dom 
completely fubfervient to the interefts and opulence of this 
country, without fuffering her to fhare in the bounties of 
nature, in the induftry of her citizens, or making them con- 
tribute to the general interefts and ftrength of the empire. 
This fyftem of cruel and abominable reftraint had however 
been exploded. It was at once harfh and unjuft, and it was 
as impolitic as it was oppreffive ; for hovvever neccflary it 
might be to the partial benefit of diftricSls in Britain, it pro- 
moted not the real profperity and ftrength of the empire. 
That which had been the fyftem counteraftedthe kindneis of 
Providence, and fufpended the induftry and enterprife of man 
— Irt^and was put under fuch reftraint, that fhe was ftiut out 
from every fpecies of commerce— ^ftie was reftrained from 
fending the produce of her own foil to foreign markets, and 
all . correfpondence >tith the colonies of Britain was prohi- 
bited to her, fo that ftie could not derive their commodities 
but through the medium tf Britain. This was the fyftem 
which had prevailed, and this was the ftate of thraldom in 
which that country had been kept ever fince the Revolution, 
Some reh^tation of the fyftem, indeed, took place at an early 
period of the prefent century^ Somewhat more of the re* 
ftri£live laws were abated in the reign of George II. ; but it 
vas not until a time* nearer to om own day, and indeed 

Vol. XViL K k ^ withia 
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ma^c it neceffary that the line ftoutd he pdrfued which had 
been adopted, it would be more difficult for him to <Jear the 
way to the true confideration of the <}iieftion than It other- 
wife would have been. It was incident to every propofition, 
that until it fhoold be fully expofeJ, thofe who might have 
the intereft or inclination to raife clamour by partial flate- 
tnents of it, had the advantage in the conflict for a time ; 
hi>t when the whole could be fairly elucidated, truth w*ould 
always^ as it ought, have its prevalence over mifreprefenta- 
tion ; and the d^Iufion^ though extenfive. • would be but 
jwomentary* 

With regard to the important queftion, he conceived it to 
be limply this: What ought to be the princiipjeson which 
the relative commercial intereftsof the two kingdoms ihould 
be fettled in the fyftetn of intercoiirfe to be elMiUflied be- 
tween them } In anfwering this queftion ^ had no diipcUity 
in faying, that the fyftem /hould be founded on piinciples of 
expediency and juftice ; and he wag confident in fayingy that 
in the mode in which the King^s Minifters had putfued the 
obfedt, they had paid regard to thofe principled* It had been 
a fubje£t ot infmuation^ that the ftcps which they had taken 
were not conducive to the ultimate fuccefs of the meofure; 
and tli^t they had embraced notions which* were hoftile in 
every conception to the end \i\ view. He would not go mi- 
nutely into the detail of the propofitions which had been read 
hy the Clerk at the table, and whkh he confe^d were the 
bafis of the fyftem which he meant to fubmit to their wif- 
dom» beca^sfe ha was aware that the Committee were not 
ripe to decide on ^em, and woujd not be competent to the 
ilifcuflion until they bad examined all the accounts 'which 
were already, or which jmight hereafer :be Jaid on their 
table^ 

U w^s his wiAi that thofe examinations ihould be full and 
minute; that time ihould be given them for the difcuilion; 
and that the whole ihould be fairly and fully inveiligated be- 
fore they came to any determination. He did this in the 
confidence that, ppon Vuch mature'confideration, they would 
find the general propofitions to be founded on good fenfe anJ 
fubilantial policy. He was fenfible that the fnialler parts 
znight require much curious and jminute irivieftigation ; they 
would Aand in need of corre^ion, and pet-haps of change. 
He trailed that he ihould have the afliftance of all the wif- 
dom and information of the Committee on thofe points; and 
he aiTured them that full time, and the utmoil information, 
ihould be given for the difcuiSoo. in fuch a bufinefs^ fucb 
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a determination was fefRntial; foi* it ^ai of the greateft ahj 
moft decifiye importance to both kingdoms, lince the end 
and oSjed v^as no lefs th^h to eftlabhih a fyfleai that fhould 
be ^rmanerit and irrevocable. 

r He flioHld confiriis himfelf to geheral principles in the ex- 
poiitioh of the bufinefs this day; The motion with which 
he ihould conclude would fully explain the principles ; it had 
a reference to the comriiercial regUlatidns which had beent 
read at the table; and'which the Hoiifes of Lords atnd Com- 
mons of Ireland had declared to be the bafis of what they" 
fhoaM confider as a proper and efFeflual fyftem of ihter- 
courfe. His motion did not tend to any direft point; but 
it led their attention to the general profpeft of the fchemej 
accompanied wi|Ji a proviCon which he conceived to be eflen* 
tial to the wholfe. 

In treating this important queftion, he would beg leave to 
racal their attention to what had been, and what was the re- 
lative liquation of the tw6 countries. They would fecolledt 
that, from the Revolution to a period within thet memory of 
every man wba heard him, indeed until thefe very few years, 
the fyftem had been that of debarring Ireland from the enjoy- 
ment and ufe of her own refources ; to make the kingdom 
completely fubfervient to the interefts and opulence of this 
cbuntry, without fuffering her to fhare in the bounties of 
nature, in the induftry of her citizens, or making them con- 
tribute to the general interefts and ftrength of the empire. 
This fyftem of cruel and abominable reflraint had however 
been exploded. It was at once harfh and unjuft, and it was 
as impolitic as it was oppreflive ; for hovvever neccflary it 
might be to the partial benefit of diftricSls in Britain, it pro- 
moted not the real profperity and ftrength of the empire. 
That which had been the fyftem counteraftedthe kindnefs of 
Providence, and fufpended the induftry and enterprife of man 
— ^Ifcjand was put under fuch reftraint, that ftie was ftiut out 
fronv every fpecies of commerce-^ ftie was reftrained from 
fending the produce of her ownfoil to foreign markets, and 
all cdrrefpondence >tith the colonies of Britain was prohi- 
bited to her, fo that (he could not derive their commodities 
but through the medium tf Britain. This was the fyftem 
tirhich had prevailed, and this was the ftate of thraldom in 
which that country had been kept ever fince the Revolution, 
Some reh^tation of the fyftem, indeed, tobk place at an early 
period of the prefent century^ Somewhat more of the re* 
ft ridlive laws were abated in the reign of George II.; but it 
was not until a time"^ nearer to om own day, and indeed 
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within the hft ftven yatrt, clut thefyfieiii had bsmi cmh 

pictdy rcvcrfcd. 

It was not to be expe£Ved bvt ^bat ivhea Irebnd^ by the 
snore enlarged fentiments of the prefect ;ce, haflacfuifcd mi 
independent Legiflatuve, (he wopM kAantly wpnrt her pro- 
duce and manutaf^ures to ajl ihe markets of Ibd worU. Shie 
jid fa, and this was not aH. England* witboat Wf rafli»a6t 
or bargain, generoufty adimited ^ jto a l^are in her eolooieste 
^he gave her liberty to ii^port 4i«e^y> ^nd tso rc«w poit to 
^1 the world, except t^ Britain, the fHToAace of her eol«iuetk 
Tkgs ipuch was done fonae ye^rs ago ; but Co tbi^fOMMat 
fio change had taken place io the intercourfe between Grent 
Britain and heland themfelves* S^me trivial points^ tndbled^ 
haA been eh;^nged ^ but no confiderable. change had Uktn 
place in our manufaAures exponied to Ireland, or in ij^tin 
imported to England. That, theiefore, which had been 
done, was flill viewed by the people of Ireland as in&fi*' 
cient ; and clamours were excited, and foggeAions piibliAied 
)n Dublin and elfewhere, of putting duties on oor produce 
«nd manufactures* under the name of protecting duties. 

Having thus far relaxed from the fyfieiD which had bom 
maintained £nce the ^volution — naving abandoned the 
commercial fub&rviency in which wo h^ ib lottg perfe* 
-vered, and having fo wifely and juftly pot them into a fiate 
in which they might cultivate and profit from the gifts of 
nature *— having fecured to them the adyftBtages of their arts 
and induftry — it was to be observed that we had abeliflied 
one fyftem, and had eftabliihed another f but we Imd left tho 
iotercourfe between the two countries ejca<ftly where it was* 
There were, he faid^ bfuttwo poflTible fyftems for oountries 
fituated in relation to one another Uke Britain and Ireland. 
The one, of having the fmaller com{rietely fubferviopty and 
fubordinate to the greater *— to make the one^ as it w«|ie^ an 
inilrument of ady^antage, and to make all her elforts oporalo 
jn favour, and conduce merely to the inter^ of the other* 
Th4s fyftem we had tried in refpeC^ to Iiehmd. The-odier 
was, a participation and community 0# benefits, and a fyf* 
tern of equality and faimefs, which, without tending, to ag^ 
grandize the one or deprefs the otber« Ihould &ek the aggie* 
gati^ interefts of the empire. Stidi a fituation of commenrial 
^ualitv, in which there was to be a commaatity of benefits, 
demanded alfo a community of burdens ; and it was thb 
iituation in which he was anxious to place the tw^ ooon* 
lries« It was on that geoerai bafis that he was fblicitons of 

ttovifljg 
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«ieiing the prepofttion whic^ he held jfy hit hancf^ ioccm^ 
piete a fyftem which bad been left uniiniflied andddedt'iTe* 
* IM^ th^fe circutpftances^ to difcover the heft means oif 
ttmting fhe two countries by the firmeft and moft indtfiblabic 
bands, Miilii^il ha^ during the recefs, employed them- 
fehre^ *n iMQirks by whidi they might he able to meet Par- 
liaiiietat with a rational and weH-foutraed fyftem. 1 hat they 
migllt form the outline of fuch propofitions, from the mu« 
Wm ideas of both countries, and that they might join in tlie 
^incii^es on which the ba(i^ pf the intercourfe was to be 
iaid, they thoiiiKht it their diity not to come into the Padja- 
nient of Britain until they knew what additiotis to th^ r^ 
jascaetons vihkh were btdy made, would be lil;ely to give 
entire iatisfadioo to the people of Ireland i what commer^ 
cial Fegulatiottt they would think eflential to^ commercial 
equality ; and what proportion of the expence of fupportin^ 
file commoB incarefts Ireland would be content to bear, on 
bmig chus made a common fliarer in the benefits. They 
were now prepared to meet Parliament with the fyftem, 
founded on the intelligence of the fenfe of the Iriih Legiila* 
ture on the fubje^, and, he beKered, of the Irifk people. 
' It was hit wilik to examine the fyftem in two ftriking 
points of view, into whieh it naturally divided itfelf : 

I. To examine what would be the effeds of the commer<< 
cial arrangemecifti fug^jjeAed in t&e propofitions on the taUe^ 
mi our particular commerce and manufiidures ; and, 

2* To examine the efMts of an extenfion of the trade of 
Britain, m the repsrn which Ireland woul4 malce tonrards thr 
common expence. 

He would beg the indu^ence of the Houje while he weoc , ' « 
particulari/into the conuderation of thefe branches of the 
iubjed. The firfi branch, viz. tho commercial arrange- 
ments again fhould be divided into two parts, t. In fo far 
as they regarded our navigation laws, and the monopoly of 
Cur commerce wffh our ci^on^es; and, 2. In fo far as they 
regar<M the interpourie between the two countries by the 
ecpiaHfine of duties. 

The brft branch of this fiibjejft, namely, the libertv of 
itnporting the produce of all countries importable into £ngr 
IiQnd> direAly, from henceforth, through the medium of 
Ireland; was likely to attrad moft of the attention of the 
Houfe. The alarint of the iPeople would alfo be excited to 
this meafure, and excited under nam^ which) from long ha- 
bit, we were accuft^emed to reverence. It Would be faid, 
(bat this me^fore would be deftsuf^ive of o^r navigation 
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faa^es gifm ^ the .nob^ Lord urtiMi he had dieAte hn 
#jc; andhetmfted the nation would know and Iteli&'Mi 
whence the calamit j resrfiy fprang; 

', No fbch €on(ei|i]ence^ howeYer, wai likely to en&ie^. Iie< 
land did not coTef the fopplv of the feietgn markoif^ nor 
was fc probable that flie woula fvmHb Britain with the pfo« 
dhacc of her own cdon'tes in any great dt^ee. Ireland wai 
ffohoverhellhertyof kringingto Britain^ circuttsovOy, what 
flie herC^If had tike Kherty iff bringing^ di/e<£lly« It m»fi be 
fm»\isd that Ireland toM afiord this^ ciFcottooe fopply ebea* 
pe% riMH' ^itom bsFfelf cottld give Iho dired f^Vftl^' biriGMO 
any idea of alarm or apprehenfion could be . raffed ia any ho^ 
§om^ Jbcnr fii£t would beinqomd iuto^ It would be in- 
i|oired wbcthef: there wca any thing in die kjcal fiuuMJon^ of 
«be ports of Inland which would enable her to m^te thig 
cmoitooe voyage chtapet than we cootd makethe^re^ one, 
that Ibe neareft way ta England wae fhroogh the porte ol 
itcsboid. He^ had no feafon to believe that the feejght mati 
cheaper from Ireland «o^ the Weft Indies, tlian from England. 
Then there was to be fopep^added to thie equal freight^ tfio 
fiatight between beland ^md: Britain, which would operate ae 
9 vei»f great difitdoragemem: ; for be had reafon to believe^, 
that this fttpei^added fireigbt would bs^ on the a^rer^^^ a 
fburvh o# the original freight. Be wiihed to avoid figures 
Md iHKiQtfhofiled aficrttom ; bet att this would be fbhj^ of 
inquiry ; and to this: he muft add the double infuiunce» •dou-' 
hlo oetmniffion^, double port duties, and: double fine, &c. 2ii 
e# tiiiid^ would opeiate ino# fevserely againftlisdand. 

There vras one other oMbrvfttio» on this paKt tf the 
IbbjeA. It was not merdy a queilion, wheQI^ Ihdand 
Aouidb^ ahlOr by local advantsages^and vefources, to be^ 
MMo f(ie carriers^ but we were ffo eempai^ the cooteft 
between ourfelves and theRK Ireland could now fend a tsar 
go to the Weft Indies, and bring- a cargo dtrefitjhf to^Rri- 
Oin^'^Kir ffie couM invoice a part o^ her cai^ «o Britain^ and 
parr ee Ireland; The queftion was, thefefoset whether hei; 
ooglnaf cai^ was to be affi>rded cheaper, whether her Ihip* 
|iing and navigating were cheaper, and whethety wkb alt 
ffiefo advantages^ it could be poffifefe tlnvi tbie cireuiteeaf trade 
eould be cheaper than the divedt trad^ i > 

All tbrs would be feavched to tbcJ bottom^ and tn this view 
of the fubjeA, the difcuffion woetd he hk ; but nothing 
VK>uUhe more unfair than to contend,- that this new comv 
ftierce woold be e^f^ntfary to the aA of niwigation. It ought 
to be a ^oftiop^ h^lfKitb'^f ^e-v^ of tbi» natjon* 
^ - ' ffighl 
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nighl: cedtef in Ireland bj tlits meafure ; but iti llmkiiig inttf 
tbe^^'arit ani meanung of the navigation a(9r, nodiiog ootiM 
be imat^ AduA tban ta fay that it vrai« contrary to that ad; 
The priaciple of that a^ was the increafe of the Britifli fliip^ 
piqg aoA fearoen. Here then this principle was out of %he 
^iteftton^ for in fev€cal-a£l6» and in one paHed fo latdy as 
17789 irifli ihtppii^ and' fisamea were to he confideried as 
Britifli* There was not then that degreeof danger in ad* 
ding this to tke other conce^ons which had b^n made to 
irekind* 

Tlie other great and ieadtnfi; princt|^nn this branch of th6 
oaeaibre was the eqnalifiog of the duties on the produce and 
fiiai»fa6bi]i«s of b<^h countries ; and this he would' explaiil 
VMy fiiortiy* On moft of the mffmifa£tures of Ireland, pro^ 
hibitory duties were laid in Britain : linen, however, was t, 
liberal exception. On the contrary, our nianuia£):ures 4iad 
been imported into Iidaad at low duties. It was now thd 
^uefiion, whether under the accumuiation of our heavy taxes; 
it wonU be wife to equaliie the duties, by which a count ry^ 
ftuB from thofe duties, might be able to nieet us, and to over* 
throw us in their and in our own markets. Upon this h6 
would^ftate (base general obfervations as fhortiy as poffible. 
A country not capable of fupplying herlelf, could hardly meet 
another in a foreign market. They had not admitted our 
oooimodities total^ free from duties-^^they bbre, Apon an 
average, about ten per cent. — but it was very natural that 
Iielaiid, with an independent L^iflatbpe, fiiould now look 
for per&A equality. If it be tnle, that with every difadvan- 
tage 4>n our part, our manufa^ures were fo fuperior that we ^ 
enjoyed the market, there could be no danger in adn)itting 
the ixiih articles to' our markets on equal duties. What 
flroDg objeAions could be ftarted? Every in<juiry had beenf 
made, and the manufa6lurer& wfth whom he had conveHed 
had not been alarmed at the profpefl. On our fide, on ae* 
count of our heavy internal duties on ibme articles, port dur 
ties^muft be added on the equalifing principle ; and hti trufted 
that all little obftades would be overruled. 
. It was faid, that our manufaflures were all loaded with 
heavy taxes— 'it was certainly true; but with that difadvan-f 
tagethey had always been able to triumph over the Iriftt id 
their ^wn markets, paying the additional ten percent, on A0 
importation to Ireland and all the charges. But the low 
price of labour was mentioned. Would that confideratton 
enable them to underfelus? Manufafiurers thought other-* 
wi&(; there were great obftacles to the planting any manu* 

fafture^ . 



£i£lare«. It would require jtiit^e for arts and eapital^ and the 
capital could not increafe wittfout the demand alfo ; and in 
au eftabliihed manufacture improvement was fo rapid as to 
bid defiance to rival&ip.^ In fome of our manufaflores, too, 
there were natural and infurmoantable objedtions t^* their 
competition. In the woollens, for inftance, by confining the 
iniw material ta this country y. the manufadtuce was* oononed 
alfo. ' . 

. There might be fome branches in whidi Ireland might 
rival, and perhaps heat England ; but this ought not to give 
ss pain— -wo mull- calculate from general, anjd'not partial 
views, and above all things, not look on Ireland with a jealous 
eye*. It required not philofophy to reconcile us to a. com- 
petition which would give us a rich cuftomer infteadof a poor 
one. Her profperity would be a frefli fpring to our trade*. ' 

One obiervation more on this branch/ and that wa^..that 
the price of hbour, proportionahlj lower oow^ wa& an ad- 
vantage .whigh would be conftantly diminifliing* As their 
manufa£lures and commerce increafed, this advantage would 
be inceffaptly growing lefs. For tbefe jreafons. he did not 
think that England had any thing to fear in the propofed 
fcheme of equalizing the duties on the admiffiorv of their 
mutual produce* 

Having f;>id fo much about what was to.be given by Eng- 
land} he fliould pafs next to the other part of his propofitiony 
without which the former would be an improvident furrendar 
of advantages belonging at this moment to Great Britain ; 
be meant the return that was to be made for tbena by Ire- 
land.- He could not, at the outfet of tliis bufinefs, expert 
that any fpecific fum ftiould be propofed by the Irifli Par- 
liament, towards defraying the expence of prot^dling the? 
commerce of the empire ; becaufe it was impofiiblefor them- 
to afcertain at prefent^ or for fdme time to come,- the amount 
of the advantages that the Irifli would derive from this fyf- 
tcm ; on the other hand, it would have been improper* not to 
^ipulate for fomethlng. He had, therefore, thought it beil 
for this country, that ihe ihould have, fome folid and fub- 
ftantial provifion for what /hould be ftipulated in her favour, 
and that ihould keep pace with bjsneius that the fyfteoi 
would produce to the Irifh; for this purpofe it had been 
agreed, that the provifion fliould confift of thefurplus of the 
hereditary revenue, whenever there fliould be a furplus ;► and 
this fund, the Committee would perceive, from what he was 
going to ftatey was precilely ,that from which it could be bcfl 

coilcacdf 
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coUe6led, to what degree the Irlfh ihould have bee^ benefited 
by the commercial reguh^tion. 

The hereditary revenue in Ireland was that whifeh was in« 
fcparably annexed to the crown, and left to the King to bcr 
difpofed of at his difcretion, for the benefit of the publicw 
It was pretty much like the hereditary revenue that was for- 
merly annexed to the Crown in this country, and which' wat 
given up by his prefent Majefty for a certam annuity : above 
four fifths of the Irifti hereditary revenue was raifed in fuch 
a waj, that the whole muft necefiarily increafe, with an in« 
create of commerce ; it was raifed from three feveral objeAs ; 
from Cufloms, the produce of which muft necefiarily b& 
greater, when the cuftomed goods imported into Ireland 
inould be more in value than they had hitherto been* From 
10 per cent, on other kinds of goods entered, which muft of 
courfe bear always a proportion to the extent of the trade ; 
from Hearth's ; an increafe of population would produce an 
increafe of houfes ; and an increafe of houfes would necef- 
farily produce an increafe of hearths, and confequently of 
this branch of the revenue. From an Inland Excite, which, 
depending always upon confumption, muft always arife with 
population and property, and confequently ibould the tr^de 
and population of Ireland exceed in future, what they were 
at prefent, the hereditary revenue would be benefited br 
both. ' This revenue had not, indeed, for many years back 
been equal to the ends for which it had been granted to the 
Crown ; and the deficiencies had been made up by new taxes 
impofed by the Irifh Parliament : it did not at prefent make 
abovehalf of the whole; by the papers on the table it ap« 
peared that it produced at prefent 652,000!. a year. For 
feme time back there had been an arrear incurred, the ex- 
pences of the flate being greater than its income; but heun- 
derftood that fteps were to be taken to bring both to a level ; 
and then a reafonable hope might be entertained that if the 
trade of Ireland fliould grow more flouriftiing, there would 
be a confiderable furplus on this revenue, applicable to the 
prote£lion of the common trade of the empire, and he in-* 
dulged this hope the rather, for that feveral years back, when 
government took care that the expenditure ftiould not be 
greater than the income, the hereditary revenue produced 
Bgcoool. a vear, though the commerce of^ the country was 
at the tinfie mackled with innumerable reftraints : what then 
might be expe6ted from it, when that trade on which it de- 
pended fliould be enlarged ?-^Then it would be found that our 
ilrength would grow with the ftrength of Ireland ; and in^* 
rStouXVll. LI ftead 
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. ilead of Feeling uneaCnefs or jealodfy at the increafe of her. 
commerce, we ihould have reafon to rejoice at fuch acircum-' 
ftance, becaufe this country would then derive an aid for the 
proten^on of trade, proportioned to the increafe of commerce 
in Ireland. He did not mean that we fbould very foon expe« 
-4^ce any very great affiftance from this revenue, becaufe \t 
wonld.takefome time before new channels of ti'ade could be 
opened to Ireland : but from the nature pf this fund it would 
appear, that if little Ihould be given to England, it would be 
becaufe little.had been gained by Ireland ; ib that, whether 
ikiuch or little fhould be got from it, England would have no^ 
caufe to be diflatisfied ; if much fhould be got, (he would be 
a gainer ; if little, it would be a proof, that little of the 
commerce of England had found its way into Ireland ; and 
confequently there could not be much room for jealoufy. The 
Parliament of Ireland had readily confented to Uie appropri- 
ation of the furplus out of the hereditary revenue, to the de« 
fence of trade ; but though he did not in the leaft doubt the 
intention of that Parliament liberally to fulfil what had been 
fo readiljr refolved, yet in a matter of fo much ihonient to 
Great Britain, he felt that he ought not to leave anything to 
the generolity or liberality even of the nroft generous and 
liberaL As it was his objeft to make a final fettlement in this, 
negociatlon, and to proceed upon a fixed principle, he wifhed 
that, as he meant to infure to Ireland the permanent and.irre« 
vocable enjoyment of commercial advantages, fo be expected 
^ in return, that Ireland would fecure to England an aid as per-* 
manent and irrevocable. The refolution of the Irifh Parlia- 
ment -on that point was not worded in as clear a manner as he 
could wifh. It flated, " That for the better prote£lion of 
" trade, whatever fum the gM$ hereditary revenue of the 
^* kingdom (after deducing all drawbacks, re-payments, or 
** bounties in the nature of drawbacks) fhall proauce annu*. 
** ally over and above the fum of , fhould be appro- 

*' priated. towards the fupport of the naval force of the em- 
<^ pire, in fuch a manner as the Parliament of this kingdom 
« fhall dircdl.*' Now tliis did not plainly hold out the pro- 
fpe€t of this furplus being irrevocably applied to this pnrpofe ; 
and as this was with him a eondittojine ^ua mn^ he would not 
call upon the Committee to pledge itfe)f to any things on the 
fubje^, till the Patliament of Ireland fhould- have reoonfi- 
dered the matter, and explained it more fully* 

Such, then, was the outline of the plan that he intended 
to propofe; the Minute parts of it would, no doubt, be.open 
to full and fair invefligation ; and gentlemen wound confe? 

^ .. ... qucotly 
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quently be at liberty to call for any information that dbntd , 
•poffiblybeprocurea. He flattered himfelf, that after what 
he had ftated on difRsrent points, fears and jealoufies would 
he laid. Gentlemen would fee that except the m^e inter- •' ^ * 
courfe with refpedl: to certain articles, between thetwoking- 
^doms, all the reft of the globe, not included in theEaft-India 
X3ompany's charter, was already open to Ireland ; nay, that 
flie could by law at this moment fupply England circui- 
•toufly through her own ports, with every fort of Weft- 
India commodities; and therefore, that whatever ground 
there might have been a -few ^ears ago for alarm, there was 
little or none now, when fo httle remained to be done. He 
did not apprehend that any manufa£ture in this country would 
^mniediattly feel any bad ^nfequehce from the commercial ' *' - ' 
extention to Ireland, or that any number of Elnglifh manu- 
*£iAurers Would be tiirbwn u^n the world for want of em- .- 
ployment ; or that they could foe fo foon rivadled and furpafied 
in any branchy as not to have time firft to turn their thoughts 
to fome other line of btifihefs ; but fliould even an inco(ive« 
nienceof this kind happen in fome'finall degkce, it would 6e 
'over-4>alatK:ed by the good confequences that muft attend this 
•propofition he had to make i for in the 'firft place,' it wotild 
•form a final adjuiftment irf" commercial interefts between thp 
two countries ; it would alliiy'difcontents in Ireland, and r€- 
^ore peace and harmony td the remaining branches of the ' 
empire: and fecondly, if it took any thing from England ia 
one way, it would highly benefit her in another, by providing 
a relief to her in the heavy expences of proteding trade* Hfe 
tcondaded, l^y moving the following refolution : ' f* That it 
t^* is the opinion of this Committee, that it is htt;hly'imporr 
'* tant to the general intereft of the empire, that me commer- 
^* cial intercourie between Great Britain ahd^Ireland fhall be* • - '^ ^ 
'<* finally adjufled ; and tliat Ireland £houl$ be admitted to si 
'^* permanent and irrevocable participation of the commercial 
** advantageeof this country, when the Parliament of Ireland 
^* iball permanently and irrevocably fecure an add out of the 
^^ furplus of the hereditary revenue of that kingdom towards 
*^ defraying the expence or prote£tlng the general commerce 
^ of Ae Empire in time of peace." He faid, that confiften tljr 
with what he had faid of the neceffity of a farther explatvit ion j 

on the part of the Parliament of Ireland, te(pe<Sbing the per£> j 

manency of the aid to be given iot the prote£Kon of trade ia , 

^neral, he could not call upon the Committee to give ati 
Immediate opinion upon his propofition ; he would not, there^ j 

for^ pref9 for a vote now » hut on the contrary, Wquldmove i 

LI a that i 
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that thf'fartber confideration of tb« refoktioa ihoald be ad« 
joprci^d to a future daV» and be accordingly made this motioo. 
He wa$ two hours and a garter on his legs. 
UuBittU* Mu Burki Tofe immedrately, ^nd begged that eentlemen 
would not be under any apprehonCon that he would tire theijr 
patience with a long fpeecb, for he would fay very little ; an 
vminformed ms^n, as he was^ could throw but little light on 
the fuMed; and pierhaps, during the whole progrefs of the 
bufioehij he would not trouble them with a (ingle fpeech* 
His onlv leafo^ for rifinp now, was to alk a queftion, or ra- 
ther to oeg.thilt the chairman would read the reifolutiooj that 
' be might to fure whether the words ^* in time of peace" wei:e 
in it. 
^«.CU« • Mr. Gt/&«r/ accordingly read the rtfQlution» and (aid the 
"• • words " in titoe of peace- V were certainly in it. 
9Xf. Mtr. Mn Adarfimtft estprefled his iatisfaAion that the Committ^ > 
ft*"^ was not called upon to give an Opinion this night on the re- I 
folutioh : it contained matter of the greateft n)oment to this I 
country, ' and well worthy thp moil fer ious con ^deration cf its 
I^glflature. He thougm the right honourable g^ntlenian in 
the right to wait for a farther explanation from Ireland ; the 
.Britiih P^liatpenthad been in thcf^ra^ce th^e feven years 
ipaft of making conteffions to IrelaAd, and be did nqt Xhin]fL it 
vould be liberal in the Iriih Parliament to take all and give 
jiothing* He hoped the right honourable gentleman would 
HOC bring oathe builnefs in fany gj-e^t hurry, that the mem- 
bers roig^t have time to confult.d)eir. conftituents, and pro- 
cure fuch information as might fatisfy them that in^viag up 
a ilurein the comknercial advantages of the. country to.,Irep- 
jand, they'. wdrein0t doing ane£&ntial injury to Great Britain, 
by ruinii^itri^nufa£lores* . . • 
IiiiKsttb.- Lord. Noirtb f;lid^ he i^fe not to give anv opiniw upon the 
•refolotion ; it was impoffible that be could do it,, becauf^ no 
:gentleman. could make up his midd to it till he had received a 
■great deal more inforfnation, and had fully considered it in 
•eterv point of view. He rofe to lay in his claim to deliver 
himielf upob, it hereafter, and to preverit his dlenoe from being 
interpreted into a ccmfent to any part of the refoluiion, or 
of any one idea Upon which the right honourable gentleman 
who opened tl)e buiinefs Jn a very able fpeech had endeavoured 
to juftify the. refolutions of the Irifli Parliament. His Lord** 
ibip.faid, he was not prepared to admits that any fyftem of 
intercourfe was necefl&ry to be at prefent arranged between 
Great Britain and Ireland; much lefsi was he prepared to fay, 
tbatiffi?cb fin armngement wa« nege2ary« that fyitem, tb^ 

oudinei 
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outlines of which the right honourable gentleman bad ftoted, 

was the fort of fyflem that either policy, expediency, or 

common fenfe, pointed oul as. fit to be adopted. Witn re- I 

gard to the right honourable gentleman's attack on the Houfe ! 

of Commons that adopted the refolutions that he had pro- I 

poied in 1779, and in regard to the attack on him in particu- ! 

lar, whom the right honourable gentleman had thought pro* ' 

per to charge with having come forward with the propofi* ; 

tion of coQcefBons to Ireland, on the part of Great Britain* 

that were raih and inconfiderate^ inafmuch as they were given 

witboat regard to any return ; thbfe who knew the tranfac- • 

tions of that Houfe at the time, well knew that the right 

honourable gentleman had not correflly ftated the faas« 

The refolutions that he had propofed, were, at the time, fub« 

mitted to the Houfe as a boon, which the peculiar circum^* 

fiances of tbe times rendered it expedient for this country tp 

grant to Ireland ; but it was not a boon raOiIy given, or 

given without return. The commercial interefts of this « 

country were faved whole and entire ; the Britiik merohant^ 

the British manufafturer^ and the Britiih trader, were pre* 

ferved' from injury ; they were not made a facri^ce to Ire*- 

land ; but Ireland was indulged in a right of importation on 

equal terms,. and for that right fbe was confined to import 

the rums and fugar of the Briti(h Weft-India iilands. - That 

was tbe price ihe paid for the boon, and to that bjirgain the 

Brittfii Houfe of Commons were willing par^ie^ Having 

ftated this, his Lordfhip proceeded to animadvert on the 

tenth and eleventh propofitions, which were, indeed, he faid» 

extremely defedive and inadequate, if they were to be con-i 

fidered as a ftipdation and jecurity for the price that Ireland 

wa^ to pay for the extraordinary and unexampled favour of 

having all the trade, all tbe manufactures, and all the com* 

merce of Great Britain thrown at her feet. 

In the eleventh propofition, as it then ftood, Great BvU 
tain was to receive nothing but what could be faved out of 
the reduction of the ofiicef of Government. This was a 
theoretical and fpeculative mode of giving a return for afub-* 
ftantial and valuable conceffion. Bat the right honourable 
gentleman's method of making out that the Iriih were to fufv.- 
port tbe naval force of the empire, was ftill more extraor^* 
nary ; according to his ftatement, the hereditary revenues of 
tbe Crown of Ireland had long been inadequate to the an^ 
nual expenditure of that kingdom ; and, in all probability^ 
fo they would remain f9r a confiderable time, if that^ part of 
tbe right honourad^jf gentleman's argument was founded, in 

which 
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trhich he had taken pains to convince the Committee, that it 
would be highly impra£licable for Ireland ever to bscome a 
powerful rival in commerce, navigation, and manufafture, to 
'Great Britain ; at ieaA, that it was utterly impoffible that fhe 
ihould much increafe in either for a very coniiderable length 
of time. The increafe of the hereditary reven'oes muft, ni« 
Lordfhip faid, he conceived, as they arofe from the cuftoros, 
the excife, and hearth money, depend altogether on an in* 
creafe of trade, of navigation, and of population ; neither 
of which, it might be inrarred from what the right honoara- 
ble gentlenian had faid, was likely foon to take place. Having 
urged this, his Lordfliip took notice of what Mr. Pitt had 
faid in juftificatton of his having caufed the propofitrons to 
have been ftated to the Irifli Parliament before they were 
opened to the Committee of that Houfe. W'lfh regard to 
that matter, he declared, whenever a bargain wafs to be 
ilruck, and large eonceflions were to be made on one fide, 
and very (lender pnes on the other, he fhould have imsfgined 
that the nature of the bargain ought to have been firft told to 
that party' ii^ho had the moft ta concede: in the propofed 
bargain, Great Britaini if fhe came ioto it, would have a 
jjreat and important cohce^on to make-«-^ Ireland fciircely 
any^ the terms that the Miniilers haid it in their c6nterapla« 
tion to propofe, ought, therefore, in his opinion, to have 
been firft fl'ated'to the Britifh Houfe df Ootomons. His 
Xordfliip concluded with declaring, that he fboold referve 
his fentiments till, from farther rnformatlon, he fhould be 
the better enabled to determine what opinion 'was the moft 
proper fbr him to adopts 
Ur, Demp. Mr. jPempJIer faid, that whatever particular obje£Hons the 
*«'• proportions now mide might ftsem liable to, there was at 

prefent every reafbn to approve them in the generaL Our 
filler kiijgdqm had for fbme time pafl been over(pread with 
jealoufies and difcontents, and divided into parties ; delegates 
controlling Parliament, and Parliament controlling delegates. 
If the particular circumflances of the times had induced this 
country to grant fomewhat more than mj|;ht appear neceflary 
in the eyes of fome, he was not fatisned even with that, 
when he contemplated the fad efiedls with which a contrary 
fjSifim was attended in our condu<£l to Amertca. ObjeAions 
of nearly a fimilar nature had been made of the cheapnefs of 
the labour in Scotland at the time of the Union, and yet 
fince that time Scotland had not'grown richer, nor Engkind 
poorer. The utnioft jealoufy feemed to prevail on this fide 
tf (he water, for many years, in every frticle of ^Irifh coni- 

fluerct^ 
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merce. This^ was fofficiently manifefled feme time (Iiice,. 
when beef and butter were allowed to be imported from Ire- 
land duty free ; the precaution was then taken, of only fuf- 
fering this to continue from year to year ; however,, by a late 
a^ this privilege was made perpetual, and no bad confe-. 
quence was experienced from it, but, he believed, many good 
ones. If Iriih manufaftures werefufK^red to be imported 
into this kingdom, the Englifh manufa£lures had the famo 
advantage of being imported there; and ihouid that confide* 
ration itill prevail, that Ireland would have the advantage' 
over us in the cheapqefs of labour, and its exemption from 
heavy t^xes and an enormous national debt ; let our conduct 
be to purfue a. vigorous and effective iheafqre for redeeming 
the country from the embarraflmcnts which a long and ex- 
penfive war brought upon it, and endeavour to put ourfelves 
on the neareft footing of equality. He was determined to 
give his moft chearful aflent to a fyilem which promifed to 
reconcile the affedlions of our fider kingdom, and unite her 
in the iame pur fu its of intereft and afie&ion. 

Lord Penrhyn faid, that before this meafure (Kould be de* Lord Pen- 
cided on in the Houfe, it would, in his opinion, be extremely r^yn* 
proper to give the manufaAurers of this country time to 
coniider how far they might be afie£ted by thofe proceedings, 
and reprefent, if neceflary, their fituation to the HouJ$ ; 
and not only the manufaflurers — another body of men were 
highly interefied;^ — the Weft -India planters and merchants 
confidered the propofitions as likely to affe£l the navigation 
a<5b, and to endanger the commerce of the colonies. 

Mn Fox faid, be would not take up a great deal of the Mr« Foe 
time of the Committee, as he meant not in that llage of the 
bofin6fs to go into a difcuiEon of the propofitions, a matter 
that would unavoidably lead him into great length ; nor 
would he debate the general refolutidn before the Committee, 
which h^ was glad they were not called upon that day to de- 
cide bv vote,, fmce it extended to the whole of tlie refolu- 
tions that had been read, and comprehended the extreme of 
the extraordinary fyftem, the outlines of which had been ex- 
plained to the Committee. He rofe, he faid, in confequence 
of fome alluiions which the right honourfible gentleman had 
made, he fuppofed, xo what he liad faid. in a former debate oa 
the.fubje£l of the propofitions having been ftated to the Par- 
liament of Ireland, before they, were opened to that Houfe. 
No man, Mr, Fox declared, thought more highly of the 
fight honourable gentleman's abilities than he did ; but na« 
Aix^\» bad faid that ^ajl^ad in the ieafl altered h\^ opiniciji 
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of the matter he had juft alluded to. He thotight it not only 
highly indecent and highly difrefpeftfal that the proportions 
had not been firft opened to that Houfe, but a circumftance 
that might produce confeiquences of the moft ferioufly mif- 
chitvous nature. As the huGnefs had been managed, there 
itiight be, indeed it was true, there would l^e, fome mifchief 
arile if that Houfe did not agree to the propofitions ; and 
et, mifchievous as he was free to acknowledge it would be, 
e, for one, was afraid that he fhould not be able to give 
them his confent. Convert the order of the proceedings and 
then let the right honourable gentleman fee how the matter 
would have ftood. Had the proceeding originated in that 
Houfe, and had they agreed on any propofitions as the bafis 
of a fyftem of intercourfe with Ireland^ and the Parliament 
of Ireland had afterwards refufed its concurrence in thofe 
propofitions, they would have been then but where they were 
when they fet out, and no great harm wourld have been done. 
The cafe was far otherwife at prefent. Mr. Fox, after this 
remark, faid, it had ftruck him as a fingular inftance of in«* 
genuity, that, in opening the outlines of the fyftem of in- 
tercourfe with Ireland in the contemplation of His Majefty's 
Minifters, the right honourable gentleman had contrived to 
do away a good deal of what had been faid upon the fubjefk 
in another fpeech, delivered in another aflembly ; indeed the 
right honourable gentleman's fpeech, by far the greater part of 
it, had been little elfe than an anfwer to the ^eech of Mr. 
Ord in the Irifli Houfe of Commons ; but, after-having read 
the one, and heard the other, he rrtuft do Mr. Ord the jof- 
tice to fay, that he thought he had defended the propofitions, 
and argued upon them infinitely better than the right honou- 
rable gentleman. It was not, however, a little cuAous to 
obferve, in how difleretit a manner the Minifter in Ireland 
and the Minifter in England had recommended'the fame pro- 
portions to two different Parliaments : in Ireland they had 
been ftated as highly advantageous to that country, as put** 
ting it upon the fame footing with Gr^at Britain, and ren- 
dering it an emporium of trade, and the fource and fupply of 
the Briti(h markets. In England, and in that Houfe, they 
had been told the fyftem was advifable, and the propofttions 
were' fuch as this country n^ight gladly accfsde to. Why i 
•' Becaufe it gives Ireland nothing but what it had before; 
•* becaufe Ireland can't rival you { becaufe Ireland is poor 
•* and feeble ; arid becaufe Ireland muft remain fo, if not for 
" ever, at leaft for a confiderable length of time.** Having 
urged this, Mr. Fox faid, he was not certainly prep^i^ nor 

was 
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v^as that a fit moment for him to enter at large into his ob- • 
je£^ions to the feveral proportions, but he entertained many^ 
and thofe of a nature not very eafy to be removed. Some, 
in fairnefs and in candour, he would hint at. Among others, 
the fifth propofition ilruck him as liable to great objedlion, 
and as likely, in its operation, to contradict and deftroy the 
very principle that had been ilated to be that on which all the 
propofitions were founded. Mr. Fox entered into a difcuf- 
fion of the nature of what was termed the countervailing 
duties, and put the cafe of a piece of broad cloth about to be 
imported from the country in which it was made. This he 
argued to its conclufion, and urged that its refult would be a 
direfl contravention of the principle of all the refolutions, 
and a converfion of an eflablifhed maxim of commercial po- 
licy. Mr. Fox alfo aiked how, if the propofitions were 
adopted, they were to guard againfl: the produce of the colo- 
nies of foreign ftates being firft fmuggled into Ireland, there 
put on board Irifh or Britifli bottoms, and fo brought into 
the ports of this kingdom? He faid* large quantities of rums, 
fugars, and much other produce of foreign powers might 
thus be fmuggldHi^jnto Greiat Britain. The whole tendency 
of the propofitioifc^appeared to him to go the length of ap- 
pointing Ireland the fole guardian of the laws of naviga- 
tion, and grand arbitrefs of all the commercial interefts of 
the empire ; a truft which he felt no fort of inclination to 
part with out of our own hands ; not even to delegate to Ire- 
land, of whofe generofity, loyalty, and gratitude no man en- 
tertained a higher opinion. Having given, what he called, 
hints of feveral of his objeftions, Mr. Fox proceeded to the 
defence of Lord North and himfelf from the attacks of Mr. 
Pitt on the fcore of the concefiions they had feverally made 
to Ireland formerly. He faid, when the right honourable 
gentleman opened his fpeech, he had given him very great 
pleafure ; but he foon took care effeftually to remove that 
fatisfaftlon. When he had heard the right honourable gen- 
tleman folemnly exprefs a hope that there was a difpofition in 
all parts of the Houfe to unite in a bufinefs of fo much fe- 
rious importance, he had taken it for granted he fhould not 
have heard any thing like perfonal attack and perfonal pro- 
vocation from him that day ; but the right honourable gen- 
tleman had foon undeceived him, by talking of calumniatory 
•publications induftrioufly circulated, and by making a moft 
unsailed-for attack upon his noble friend. At the fame time 
that his noble friend had made the propofitions to the Com- 
mittffe m 1779, undoubtedly he had himfelf thought great 
VOL.XVIL Mm blame 
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blame was due for the having fufiered the affairs of Ireland 
to remain unadjufted thus long, and a fliare of that blame he 
had then faid, and always would fay, was imp,utable to the 
noble Lord ; but by no means was the noble Lord alone to 
blame. There were thofe.now fitting near the right honour- 
able gentleman who, at that time, lived in confidence with the 
noble Lord, and fupported his meafures ; to tliem he appealed 
for their opinions of his noble friend's conduct, and whether 
they had not approved of the concefiions he had propofed to 
that Houfe as proper to be made to Ireland ? The Houfe in 
general had approved of them, and he had himfelf among 
others. With regard to the refolution he had brought into 
the Houfe, to which the right honourable gentleman had ad- 
verted, that refojution, if he did not quite forget the circum- 
Aance, did not originate with His Majefly's Minifter, but 
was the confequence of an addrefs from one or other of the 
Houfes of Lords, either here or in Ireland. There were 
thofe now in office who were at that time in office with him, 
and he perfedlly recollefted that the refolution was /hewn to 
the whole Adminiftration, who, at the time, approved of it, 
Thofe to whom he alluded were Lord Camden, Lord Sidney, 
and the Duke of Richmond; but fure he was, at that time, 
not one of them had it in contemplation to proceed to any 
fuch extravagant length of conceffion to Ireland as the fyflem 
opened to the Houfe that day would go. Mr, Fox faid far* 

-ther, In defence of Lord North's conceffions, that the firft 
fecular officer of the Crown at that time had alfo been in the 
fame fituation when his noble friend came forward with the 
refolutions of 1779, and they had his approbation and con« 
* fent. Before he concluded, he referred to what Mr. Demp- 

flqr had faid, declaring, that he hoped the Houfe would not 
be fo difgraced as to have the doftri.ne of his honourable 
friend avowed by any Minifter, viz. that the diflentions in 
Ireland rendered fuch an extent of conceffion, on the part of 
Great Britain, neceflary. He regarded the late proceedings 
there wjth a view to prevent the holding of the meetings of 
the delegates as highly unconftitutional. He faid he fhould 
CQiifider it as no anfwer to hear it faid, " The laws of Ire- 
" land are not the fame with thofe of this country." The 

.ftatutelaw might diSkr in particular cafes, but the common 
Jaw was the fjime in both countries, fpringing from the fame 
foufce, .governed by the fame precedents and the fame ufages, 
bearing the fame analogy, and admini0ered in courts pre* 
cifely limrlar in their conftitutioii to the courts of Woftroin- 
Aer Hall 1 What the cammon law of England, therefore, 

would 
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would not countenance and warrant, the common law pf 
Iceland, he was perfuaded, would neither countenance nor 
warrant : but be that as it might, he hoped that Houfe was 
not to be t<rfd, that, from motives of apprehenfion and timi- 
dity, on account of the feuds and diflentions in Iceland, it be- 
came neceflary for Great Britain to purchafe her tranquillity 
at the expence of her trade, her commerce, and her naviga- 
tion. He declared he differed with the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, toto ctelo^ as to the points in which the right ho^ 
nourable gentleman had faid he would truft Ireland, an4 
thofe in which he chofe to ** make affurances double fure ;^' 
Mr. Fox faid he would truft every thing to her generofity, 
but not much to her prudence, Ireland would always givcj 
Great Britain every poffible affiftance when (he had it in her 
power ; but ftie might not a£l in moments of difficulty with 
a degree of wifdom equal to the exuberant gratitude of her 
nature. He faid he would not challenge the truth of 
of the declaration of the right honourable gentleman, that 
Ireland would be perfeftlv fatisfied, and would alk no more 
of this country, after the propofed conceffions were made; 
this, might be true, for the beft of all poffible reafons, 
viz. becaufe this comirtry would then have nothing left to 
concede. He repeated, that he believed he fliould be under 
the neceffity of oppofing the propofitions ; but he did moft 
earneftly deprecate the idea, that becaufe the Parliament of 
Ireland had agreed to the propofitions, and becaufe the re-' 
jediing them would be produftive of fome mifchief, that 
Houfe was to be precluded from freely debating them, and 
exercifing their opinions as became them as members of Par- 
liament to exercife them for the good of their conftituents, 

Mr. Dundas faid, he would, at that late hour, take up but MrDun4ai. 
very few minutes of the time of the Committee, and that 
only to take notice of one or two things that had fallen fron^ 
the right honourable gentleman. He then faid, it was very 
true that he had fupported the noble Lord when he propofed 
the refolutions in 1779 : he well remembered what had pafled 
on that occafion, and he hoped the noble Lord would in the 
future difcuffion of the fubjeft alfo well remember the ideas 
that were in his opinion at the time. The noble Lord was, 
in his mind, perfedlly juftifiable for what he had done; Jet 
the Committee recollefl, that the noble Lord was at the 
timeembarrafled with the conduft of an irkfonte and expen- 
five war; it was, therefore, fufficiently to be accounted for 
how the noble Lord came of a fudden to make the propor- 
tions relative to an equal trade between Great Britain and 

M m 2 Ireland^ 
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Ireland, that he then brought forward ; but the right honou- 
rable gentlcmaft was aiiftaken in faying, that he (Mr^ Fox) 
had at the time approved of the refoiutions. The riglit ho- 
nourable gentleman had at the time declared he would give no 
opinion upon them one way or the other ; he had laid he 
would not pledge himfelf to any thing, nor had he otherwife 
approved of them than by acquiefcing in them, without 
giving them a negative, or taking the fenfe of the Houi'e 
upon them. With regard to the propofition of 1782, let the 
right honourable gentleman recoilefl:, that it was brought 
forward by him precifely in the fame way in which his right 
honourable friend had brought forward the propofitions that 
bad been read that day. It had been firft propounded to the 
Irifh Parliament, had been there agreed to, and then pro- 
pofed by the right honourable, gentleman to tjie Committee 
of the Britifli Houfe of Commons. Mr. Dundas reminded 
the Committee of the race for popularity that had been run 
by the various fucceffive Adminiftrations, about that time, on 
the fubjedk of Ireland, and faid, the different circumftances 
of the times juflified the different extent between the fyfieni 
now propofed by his right honourable friend and the former 
conceflions to Ireland. In thofe former conceffions we had 
gone fo far, that he was, he faid, perfcdlly convinced that 
nothing but going as much farther as the propofitions of that 
day Went would eilablifh an intercourfe between the two 
countries on an amicable and permanent footing. 
Lord North faid a few words in explanation. 

Mr. AM. iVIr. Alderman TVatfon highly praifed the manner in which 

lli>atfon, the Chancellor of the Exchequer had opened the important 
bufmefs, but urged him to grant the Committee as much 
time as poiOible, in order to enable them to inform them- 
felves fully of the fubjeft. 

Col Fitz. Colonel Fitzpatrick rofe to corrcS a miftatement that Mr. 

fatrick. Dundas had made, relative to the refolution of 1782 having 
been propofed by Government to the Irifh Parliament pre* 
yious to Mr. Fox's having propofed it in that Houfe. Colo- 
nel t itzpatrick faid, an addrefs to the Crown, the ground of 
the refolution of 1782, had been propofed in the Irifh Par* 
liament when there might be faid to have not been any exifl- 
iag Government in Ireland. He had not at the time, though 
iecretary to the Duke of Portland, a feat in the Irifh Houfe 
of Commons, nor had any perfon conne<5led with the Lord 
Lieutenant either propofed or fupported it ; it could not, 
therefore, be deemed the ai^ of a Miniiier, but was in faA 

tho 
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tlie refult of a. private motion, which no ioflaente er power. 
of a Minifter could have prevented. 

Mr Pelham, in a fliort fpeech^ ftatcd the difficulty that, 
would occur relative to the linen n)anufa£lure^ for by the new 
rf folutions, we were for ever to yield up the power which it 
gave us. 

Mr. Roji defired to fay a word or two upon a point on Mr.ll«&, 
which the honourable gentleman oppoiite to him had laid 
confiderable flrefs ; that was, his doubt refpefiiing the illegal 
introduftion of French fugars through Ireland into England. 
Mr. Rofe faid there were two fecurities againft it. He ad- 
verted to a paffage lately cited in a former debate by Mr, 
£den, from Montefquieu, as to its being a fundamental law 
of ail European nations to exclude the traffic of foreign 
powers with their colonies : he faid, the French King had. 
lately proceeded upon this, and had iiTued an arret, confor- 
mable to Mentefquieu's idea, which would he well executed, 
by the French officers, governing French iflands. Mr. Rofe. 
added likewife, that the fmuggling alluded to was utterly im- 
poffible to be carried on, from the manner in which the lawt 
had guarded againil it both in the £ritiih iflands and in Ire* 
land. 

Mr. Eden faid, that he congratulated the Weft India mer* Mi. Edea* 
chants, the planters, and the fugar refiners of Great firitaint 
on this new fecurity to their property, under the efficacious 
prefervation of a French edi<S ^ poffibly, thofe important bo- 
dies of men might have been better fatisfied if the honourable 
gentleman had laid more (Irefs on his other fecurity, the im-» 
poffibjlity which rcfted for the prefent on aiTertion, and not 
on argument. As to the general bufinefs before the Com- 
mittee, he would enter into it at a future opportunity ; in the 
mean time he thought it fair towards Ireland to remark, that 
this mode of fending back her fpecific propofitions ft-om the 
firitifh Parliament, without » better explanation than could 
be drawn from the general queftion before the Committee, 
tended to involve the negotiation in a general embarrafTment, 
and to create a forenefs in that kingdom. It was alfo excep- 
tionable as to England, for it feemed to imply that if the pre«^ 
fent requifitions on the part of Ireland (hould not be complied 
with, and her circumftances neverthelefs ihould become great 
and rich, fhe was not expefled hereafter to furnifh a larger 
proportion to the expences of the empire than at prefent. 
He alfo faid that the hereditary revenue was a bad meafure of 
the improving circumftances of Ireland ; for it w^s eafy to 
Aew that thp increafe pf that revenye was by no means a 

certain 
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ceitain confequence of the increafe of Irifh trade and cbm- 
merce, and in fadl that revenue had been higher many years 
ago, V7hen Ireland was fuffering in extreme poverty, under 
the illiberal fyftem then maintained refpeSing her. 

Hedefired, however, not to be underftood as ^therwi fil- 
ing for a compenfation, or as willing to giVe what was pro- 
pofed, or as prepared to deny it. The whole was juft matter 
of confideration : the merchants and manufa6turers of the 
kingdom, muft be confulted, who beft underftood the fub* 
jeft. 

Reciprocity, and mutual interchange of prohibitions and 
bounties, and full participatipn.of advantages, were all great 
and well-chofen words : but it would, at the fame time, be 
right, before the country was guided by phrafes, to confider 
her relative fituation. The debt of Great Britain, compared 
with that of Ireland, xwas in the proportion of one hundred to 
one; and the taxes paid in Great Britain were fifty (hillings 
annually for each individual, whilfl thofe paid in Ireland were 
not a fixth part df that amount. Under fuch circumftances, 
and when, in all the reciprocity, the iflands at leaft were fe- 
parate property of Great Britain, the queftion, both of juf- 
tice and expediency, ought to remain open. PofCbly there 
were fome points in the refpedive commerce of the two 
t»untries, in which their ittterefts were irreconcileably fepa- 
rate and diftinft : poflibly it might be fiiewn, in fome in- 
ftances, that the fale of Irifh manufadlures would propor- 
tionably decreafe the fale of Britifli manufactures; and that 
the increafe of Irifh revenue would proportionably decreafe 
the Britifh revenue. The plan propofed was a total and 
fudden voluntary revolution in the whole fyftem of commerce. 
If half the objeAions that night ftarted to it were well found- 
ed, the eftablifhment of fuch a plan would gradually, but 
certainly, be followed by the finking of Britifh rents, and 
the deftrafiion of the funds and of public credit ; but he 
would gladly hope, and earneflly endeavour to find that fuch 
forebodings were utterly ill founded. He concluded with 
thanking the Chancellor of the Exchequer for having reminded 
bim of a publication, which he had heretofore rifqued on this 
fubje6k. He certainly fhould ever refieft with pride and with 
pieafure, that he had five years ago been the firft man in this 
kingdom who had ventured to fign his name to a wifh that 
the Irifh trade fhould have the great advantages at that time 
pr foon after given. The fame principles of liberality and af- 
feiSlion towards Ireland ftill fubfifted ; but in his attachment 
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{ to tho one kingdom^ he muft npt be expe£led to defert the 
I eflential and foHd interefts of the other. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, it would be right to i\rjs3t the *Mr, Chan- 
Chairman to report a progrefs, and afk leave to fit again 5 and ^^^^^ ^*^* 
as he did not wifli to hurry a bufinefs of fuch ioimenfe im* 
portance, he would, if there was no particular objefllon, 
name that day fe'nnight for the Committee to fit again. 

Sir IVilliam Cktnyngbame {dii^y an alarm had already reached SirWilliam 
Scotland of the bufinefs, and that her linen trade would be ^""y"»* 
ruined, if the fyftem fuggeftcd by the right honourable gen- 
tleman were adopted. He hoped that the right honourable 
i gentleman would name a more diftant day^ that he might have 
I lime to hear from his conftituents upon the fubjeft. 
' Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, the honourable Baronet had af- Mr. Cht«* 

I figned two extraordinary reafons for delay ; the one, that he <^^*'"'« 
* might have time to fend to Scotland, which was already 
alarmed, though at fo great a diftance ; the other, becaufe the 
Scotch linen manufaftory would bs ruined, which was almoft 
the only branch of manufafture that would not be in fome fort 
affefted by the propofed fyftem. 
i Sir Pfllliam Cunynghame faid the right honourable gentle- SirWUIjam 

j man was miftaken in his idea, and that his ridicule was ill hwnel"*' 

directed. The propofed fyftem, he prefumed, would afFeft 
L the traffic in painted and printed linens, and thus injure the 
linen manufa^ory of Scotland ; and as to the alarm already 
taken in the North, and the neceffity for more time, that 
neverthelefs exifted, in order that he might hear from his 
conftituents; he trufted, there was nothing irreconcileable to 
■comtnon fenfe in that idea. The Irifli papers, with the de- 
bates that had pailed in theTrifh Houfeof Commons upon the 
fubjeS, had reached Scotland, but neverthelefs the Linen 
manufacturers in that kingdom had not had time to come to 
a decifion what fteps were moft proper for them to purfue, 
in order to avert an evil of fo alarming a nature to their in- 
terefts. 

The Lord Advocate of Scotland corroborated what Sir 
William had faid, and prefled for a few days longer interval, 
before the bufinefs was brought on again. 

Mr. W. GrenvilU faid, the Committee might meet that day Mk Wra, 
•fe*nnjght, to receive fuch farther information as might be ^*«°'**^*» 
ivithin their reach, although the two honourable gentlemen 
might not then have heard from Scotland. 

Mr. Fox faid, he prefumed the whole of the little difpute Mr. F^x. 
had arifen folely fro^ a mifapprehenfion of the Chancellor of 
the Excheciuers words. He prefumed- tl>e right honourable 

gentleman 
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gentleman did not mean to prefs the Committee to come to 
any decifive vote even when they (at next. 
If r. Chan- rAv. Chancdlor Pitt faid, when he had named that day fe*n- 
ceilor Pitt, night, he meant that the Committee fhould then fit to receive 
fuch farther papers and information as might be ready, and 
if any gentleman were to rife and affign a reafon why it wo Id 
be advifeable for the Committee to adjourn the farther con- 
fideration of the refolution, he would readily confent. 
The Houfe was after this refumed, and rofe immediately, 

Felruary 23. 

This being the day appointed to ballot for forty gentlemen 
to form a part of the Court of Judicature for the more fpeedy 
and efFe(^ual trial of perfons accufed of offences committed iu 
the Eaft Indies, 
Mr.Borke., Mn B«rit^ rofe about half after three, and, in a fpeech of 
fome warmth and vehemence, warned the members againft 
taking part in a matter of fo much iniquity as the fort otjudi- 
cature about to be inftituted by ballot that day. He repro- 
bated the jurifdi<Slion in the fevereft terms, and called it a part 
of a fyftem of management to proteft and cover fraud, pecu- 
lation, and corruption. He declared he would fooner die, 
than be concerned in fo iniquitous a proceeding. Paffive obe- 
dience, he faid, every man owed to the laws of bis country, 
but active obedience he owed only to God. He had endea- 
voured laft feffion to put the Houfe upon its guard as to what 
they were going to do, when this extraordinary Court of Ju- 
dicature was under difcuflion, but the time at which the bill 
pailed, was a moment when no man who wi/hed well to his 
country could obtain a hearing ; he thought it bis dut v, there- 
fore, now they were on the eve of enforcing the moil abfurd 
J art of the ablurdeft aft that ever received the fandlioa of the 
i^giflature, to warn gentlemen of their danger. 
The ballot was put off to a future day. 
Mr. James Mr. James Luttrell rofe to move, that the order of the day 
Luiuell. might be read, for going into a Committee of Supply, for 
the purpofe of taking into their confideration the ordnance 
eftiinates; but before he did fo, he begged leave to ftate 
fhortly jto the Houfe, what part of the euftomary efliinates 
would not be referred to the Committee that day. Mr. Lut- 
trell then proceeded to ftate, that the 50,000!., the ufual fam 
afked annually, for carrying on the fortifications, would not 
be afked at prefent. He mentioned alfo other particulars, 
and concluded with a motion, ** That the order of the ^ay 
•* be read." * ' 

a The 
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ThB Speakrr &aitci^ the ufual mode of proceeding; to b^,The SpeM 
that when notice had heen given for the eftimates of any par- ^^ 
ticular head of public fervice to be brought under the confi- 
deration of a Committee* of Supply on a particular day^ 
tKat the member, to whofe lot it fell to open the eftimates, 
came down and moved the order of the day for the Houfe to 
refolve itfelf into a Committee,' and, when, the Houfe was 
in a Committee, he ft;^ted that part of the eftimates which 
was fubmitted to their confideration, as well as that part 
which was not fubmitted, affigning his reafons both for the one 
and the other ; but that it was irregular, and contrary to the 
eftablifhed ufage arid practice, to go into the fubjedl at aU,; 
before the Houfe had refolyed itfeltinto a Committee. 

The Earl of Surrey declared, he had a word or two to fay, Thctarl ©I 
which he muft take that opportunity of delivering in the Surrey. 
Houfe, and before the Speaker left the chaif. His Lord/hip 
then entered his proteft againft the Board of Ordnance 
coming again' to Parliament for 50,000!. for fortifications, 
declaring that he would not give his confent to the grant of 
another ftiillitig for any fuch purpofe, as he thought the navy 
pur natural bulwark, and that which ought to be preferred to 
either army or ordnance. He then complained of the a£l of 
the laft feflion^ which, he faid, deprived thofe whofe lands 
were fixed on by the furveyors of the Board of Ordnance as 
proper to build fortifications upon, of the right of having 
the value of their land determined by a jury. His Lordfhip- 
ftated his complaint fo, that it bore fomewhat the appear- 
ance of a perfonal charge againft fome perfon or other : — ' 
hence 

Mr, Jatfus Luttrell denied the fa<St, and challenged the Ho- Mr. Jtrntf 
blc Lord to the proof of any one foot of land having been Lutiieli. 
taken from any one perfon whatever without the full value 
havmg been determined bv a jury- Mr, Luttrell reprobated 
fuch a mode of attack, and palled an encomium on the noble 
Duke at the head of the Ordnance, defcribing him to be' a 
man of^many virtues, and too zealous for the rights of the _ 
People, to countenance fo unjuft and oppreffiyc a mode of 
proceeding as the noble Ear,! had referred to. 

. The Earl of Stfrr/y rofp to reply, and 'declared' bis extreme The Etrfrf 
furprife at the manner in which the honourable gentleman Sarr«y« 
had rifen to give him- a flat denial. He had not, his Lord^^ 
fhip faid, made any perfonal charge whatever, nor dreamt of 
any fuch thing ; much lefs had he fuggefled any thing like 
an infinuation to the prejudice of the noble Duke at the 
head of the Ordnance j of the noble Duke's love of ceco- • 
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-notny he hlld ofcen heard, and te gav& him foil credit for it. 
t What b^ induced him to rife, Was merely to exprefs hi^r 

diflike of rhe a<5t of the laft feifion, that had pafied at tbein* 
Aaace of the Ordnance B6ard. . 
Mr. Rofe. Mr. ^Aft fpoke tci the ordet of their proceedingi and olbved 

td^ or5j€r of the day. 
Xord Mai^« Lord Maitland reprehended Mr. Rofe for his ittterfereitce, 
**"**• and faid» wheti he bad, fot longer in Parliaipent, he Would 

know bow to ponduiJi hin^felf with more decency* 
Mr* Stctle. Mr* ^tptie faid, hi$ bonborable friend was np;t,to fee taught 
decency by the noble Ldrd. His honourable friend was per-^ 
feftiyjuftiflAie, and perfedtly regular^ in what he had done. 
The not>le Earl had been alone to blame, if blame was any. 
where afcfibs^le- If the noble Eail had at firft exprefled 
himfelf as he had then done, no mifapprehenflon could have 
taken place ; but the »oble Earl's firft fpeech apparfently con- 
veyed a direft perfonal charge, accompanied with a pretty 
ftrong infinuation againft the noble Duke at the head of the 
Board of Ordnance, neither of whtch^ he was confeious, had' 
been i^erited. The noble EarFs anfwer, be faid| had been 
perfedlly fatisfaftory, ^ 

The order of the day being then read, the Houfe refolved 
itfelf into a Committee of Supply, Mr. Gilbert in the chair, 
and Mr. LutCrell (hortly dated what the eftimates be meant 
to call upon the Committee to vote^ were. He concluded 
with moving one refolution. 
Itfr. HoUf- Mr. Hold/worth rofe, and called the attention of the Corn- 
Worth, mittee to the mode of hearing caufes before a jury* where 
the Ordnance had appropriated land, the property of private 
perfpn^, tb the ufe of the public. 

Mr. RoUe put a queftion relative to the fame fail to Mr. 
' Luttrell. 

This created a qucftion and anfwer convcrfetion of half an 
hour's continuance* 

The Committee then began a converfation upon the ex* 
pence of the fortifications now carrying on as a fectnrity to tht 
leveral dock-yards. , , 

tupt Mac- Capt. Macbride^ in the coutfeof it, to6k occafion to/epro- 
bridc. bate the pra£lice of following a new fyftcm of defence^ and 
trufting rather to fortifications on inore, than tb a ftrong 
navy at fea. This was, the Captain faid, a dtre£l: inverfion 
of the rules of our forefathers, who had not forgot that Gteat 
Britain was an ifland, and her clif& inacceflible. The various 
fortifications round our coaft, he pronounced to be fo many 
monuments of ignorance and folly » The ptiblic money, to 

' aa 
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&n immQnfe amount, had been lavifhly thrown away upon 
them without producing any other etSsd than the contempt 
of foreigners and the ric*icolc of every man at all ikilled iti , 
the fciencc of fortification. He compared our fiupendous and 
eoftiy bulwarks to tlie llight and well-contrived fem of France, 
declaring that her coafts were fo admirably defended, that np 
hoftile ifeip could enter one of her harbours from Ufliant tp 
Calais, and yet any of the French veflfels that were purfued 
might run in, and the crew were fufficient to man the guns 
of the fort to condufl the defence of the harbour ; whereas 
on our coafts there was fcarcely a gun properly pointed, and 
not a iiogle beacon to warn veflels of their danger ; fo that 
the privateers from Morlaix, Cherbourg, and Havre; might 
fnap up our fhips within fight of our fliore* He particular! jr 
fpoke of the fortifications of Plymouth, and reprobated thj5 
projedt of fortifying Whitfand Bay, He read the letter of a 
committee of fea omcers, deputed by the Board of Admiralty, 
at the infianceof the Board of Ordnance, to ftirvey Whit- ' - ^ 
fand Bay» and report their opinion of it as tp fafety. In the 
letter it was ftated, that with a fouth-weft wind no veflel ' 
could come in ; but ¥rhen the wind was wefterl-y, and blew 
off the land, an enemy might tSk&: a landing — if there was 
no force to op^iofe them. The Captain fjiid, th? word inva- 
ifion was of a«'much ufe to the Board of Ordnance, when they 
•wanted' to (^ueeze the money of the public out of their pocC 
kets, as the word hobgoblin was'to nurfes, when j:hey wiflied 
children to hide their heads under the bed-clothes, and go to 
iieep. In confequence of the repeated alarm of ah invafion, 
the puWic had beer* guiled out of fome miHions, ^hich had 
been mifpent in fruitlefe fortifications; whercas,*our anceftors, 
iwho knew better, placed a fiogle fort in a proper fituation, 
fo as to command the entrance or mouth of an harbour, as 
Hurft Caftle did. There .v/iis, at this tiipe,- he faid, an idea 
of fortifying Stoke's Bay, which he would yenture to pro- 
nounce as abfurd an idea as ever had entered the brains of a 
fetofmen, wlto pretended to know what "wotild prove ap 
a^ual defence in time of danger, and what would npt^ The 
Captam added, 'that the 'fortifications now carrying on at 
Portfttrouth* and Hym'otrth, Wlilch had been flated to that 
Houfe :^s capable of hieing completed for 500,660]. vvould coft 
two miUions at leaft. He faid there required very 11 jttle' addi- 
tion to make Plyrnouth perfecSHy fafe, and that .the fortifica- 
tions of Mhker were oJF little y^e. He irhptrted rhuch of the 
error of the modern fyftem* of defence, to its having heeit 
'adapted folely at the judgement and difcretion of military ofii-. 

N tk z cers ; 
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<4cers ; whereas it was highly neceflary that the opinion of 
naval officers ihould have been likewife taken, as they un- 
doubtedly were mpft likely to know what was the beft mode 
,of defence from attacks by fea. 
CtpttU Capt. Phipps faid, be was extremely forry to differ from 

JPkippf. anpfficerof fo much experience and ability, but be had the 
honour to have ferved at Plymouth when Monf. D'Orvil- 
jiers'' jleet was off'that^ort, and it was incrediji)le to what a 
jdegree difmay prevailed in the minds of all who were in the 
fervice there, asivell as in the minds of the inhabitants of 
Plyjpouth, from a confcioufnefs that the fortifications were 
inadequate to a defence of the dock-yard. Had the hpnou- 
rable gentleman happened to have been at Plymouth at the 
^ime, and held the fame arguments that he had that day ufed^ 
lie was perfuaded his conftituents would not have afforded thak 
Houfe ;the advantage of having the honourable gentleman's 
eloqueqce apd abilities toaffift them, when fuch fubjefts were 
-pnder d.ifcuiflion- Captain Phipps faid fartlier, that^heja- 
men£ed that fuch able and excellent officers as thpfe, whp£$ 
^ flames were fubfcribed to the letter the honourable gentlemaa 
Jiad rea^d, ihould have been employed in the furvey of a bay, 
which, .according to their report, would admit veflels to 
ji^nter in perfectly fine weather and^ fmooth water, and was 
afTailabie and capable of'having^ landing of an enemy efFe£ted 
on its ffaore when there was no force to prevent it ; which 
was juft as much as to fay, that what was not actually im- 
poffible, might be attempted with fuccefs. 
C»j>t. Mac- Captain Af/ac brick yepViedy and faid, the honourable gentle* 
^^'' man had pomplimented him in his way, but he fhoold ftill 
perHfl in his argument. TheCaptaiin then again went over 
his former ground, and repeated his aflertion, that a fmall 
jaddrtion of fortifications would render Plymouth perfectly 
fecure^ / 

Captain Captain Phipps, in reply, aflured the honourabl&gentlemaa 

fk'if^t. tha^ be ha4 been perfectly ferious in wh^t he had faid of him, 
and that he had pot the fmalleft intention of paying him any 
Irifh compliments. With regard to what he had (aid of Ply- 
month, he only meant to defcribe the feelings of ail whd were 
there at th^ tiqae he referred to, and to ilatehis opinion,' that 
if the honourable gentleman had been likewife at Plymouth, 
vhen Monfieijr D'Qrvilliers was off the harbour, and had 
delivered the fame fentiments that he had ftated to the Qomr 
pittee, he did not think it very likely^ that he would have 
^i the ele^or; of Plymouth ior hi§ conftitQents, 

Tbt 






A. 1785* D E B A T E 1 177 

The Committee, after this, went into and dcfultory con- 
verfation on the fubjed): of the fifty thoufand pounds voted 
lail year for fortifications } in which Mr. Rolle, Mr. Cour* 
teny, Mr. Luttrell, Mt Edwards, Mr. Steele^ and others, 
took part. At length, Mr. Steele propofed, as the Com- 
mittee was remarkably thin^ and as the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer was not able to come down Trom indifpofitiont 
that the Committee fhould adjourn^ and debate the fubje£t 
on the report. 

Mr. Sheridan of&red to accede to the propofition, provided Mr. Sheti- 
it was underftood ^hat a motion for tne re-commitment of «^«ii. 
the Report fhould not be ,oppo&d by any of the gentlemen 
prefent. 

This created a frefh debate, in which Lord Mulgrave, Mr. 
Eden, Mr. Rofe, Mr. Steele, Mr. Huffey, and feveral other 
gentlemen, took part* 

February 54. 

% Mr. Francis entered into a difcuffion of the very difierent Mr. Tamm 
' accounts of the charges of the civil "bflabliihment in Bengal; ^w- 
I given by the Court of Direflors, in the flatement of their 
eilabiiihments in India, then upon the table, and which had 
beea prefented in conformity to the a£l of the paft year, and 
I ^ in the Report of the 23d of January, 1784.- In that Report^ 
Mr. Francis faid, the Court of Diredlors affirmed and made 
It part of their baCs of the eflimate of the funds applicable to 
the purchafe of inveftments abroad for the cnfuing fix yedrs : 
firfl, that the annual civil charges of Bengal would not ex- 
ceed 350,0001. whereas the flatement on the table put the real 
cxpence at 927,945!. which amounted to the difference of 
577,945K ; and they had alfo flated that the charge of the 
civil cftablifliment at Madras would not exceed 6o>oool« 
whereas the prefent flatement put it at 104,140). which 
amounted to the difference of 44,140!. and that added to the 
difference upon the civil eflablifhment, amounted to the enor^ 
nious difference of 620,0851. which, in fix years, would fwell 
to the fize of 3,732,5101. Upon this excefs in the flatement, 
compared with tne eftimate in the Report of January, 1784^ 
Mr. Francis made feveral obfervations, declaring that he did 
not 'mind fuch a trifle as ioo,6ool.; but the excefs he had 
flated was enough to alarm any man, and plainly proved 
how neceffary it was that the Houfe fhould, as foon as poffi-^ 
ble, have the papers that were ordered lafl week before them, 
that they might be able to trace the fource of fuch an extra- 
9f4inary di^r^ace l^etwe^n the (wo accounts. Another mat* 
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ler alfoy that apfie«red to him rather unaccountable^ was, 
that ths charge of the military eflablifhment of Bengal, 
which had amounted the preceding year . to mcnre than 
3,ooo,oocl. was, in ten months, diminished to < the fum of 
i,ioo,ooot. In or4er to have that matter explained, he 
^ wifhed for a fighl of the papers he had called for, or, had 
there been «any of the leading Directors of the Company 
prefent, ke would have put a queftion to them upon it^ 
Having gone through his obfervations on the difiereitce be* 
' tween the two accounts, Mr. Francis iaid he had a motion to 
offer for a paper, to the ^fanting of which he prefumed there 
could be |)o obje&ion ; but as h& meant to proceed aipon the 
paper, and to render it the objedt of future difcuflion, h^ 
•wJflied for the attention of the Houfe for a few moments, 
whrle he juft opened to them th^ view with which he Jhould 
move for it. In matters of reform, iie faid, ii was no| 
enough to, do away fadls. that had been thought improper, 
but the principle fhould not be fuffered to remain ; principles 
were the fources of fafis, and as long as the principle was 
fuiiered to continue, new fa6ts and new circuoaflances would 
grow out of it. His intention, therefore, was, to attack 4 
principle that had given birth to condu<5l of an improper na« 
ture, and, if fuffered to remain, would be the origin of more 
Improper cohduS. He alludedy he faid, to a po6tion laid 
down hy Mr. Hailings in a letter he had fent to ^e Court of 
Diredlors, in which, after enumerating a variety of claims 
for expences he had been at on their account, he ilated, that 
he had' paid himfelf out of monies privately taken by him, 
and that fuch a mode of privately takiag money was that 
beft adapted to the iituation and profperity of the Company's 
^ifFairs in India. Mr. Francis made fome remarks on this 
principle, which he contended to be a moA pernicious one, 
snd inilanced a few particql^ar prooi^ that it was fo : but he 
declared he woiild forbear entering farther into the fabj€& 
then, as he meant to difcufs it more fully at another time; 
^ and as he imagined he had faid enc>ugh to excite the curiofuy 
^ pf tlie Houfe at leaft, and make gentlemen defirous of feeing 
th^ letter in which the Governor General bud down the print 
ciple, and ftated it to be a principle perfe£Uy uneaoeeption* 
able, he would move, 

^ That thefe be laid before this Hottfe ;i copy of a lattef 
<^ from Warren ' Hafiings, Eiq. Governor Geiferal of Fort 
'} William, to the Court 'of Dnre^ors of the EaA-li^is^ 
i' Company, dated -^oi^ %h$ Sayqx; Gapges, 24ttx ol Fe^ 
•^ bfuary, .i^^Sijj,^'* ' *, ' 
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Major Sceti declared, he rofe with great plsafure to feccnd Maj.Scstt, 
the honourable gentleman's motion; and to refcue the Report, 
given by the Direflors on the 24th of January, 1784, from 
the refie<Stions then caft upon it : he would ivow that that ^ 

Rcfport was Aridlly fair and jufl, and that nothing in the ac-* 
counts ypon their table tended in the fmalkfl degree to inva^* 
lidate it 1 that Report Hated that the expences of tlie civil de- 
partment were 350,000!. a year, and the honourable gentle- 
man had now faid that they appeared by the account on the 
table to be goOjOOoK He was allonifhcd that the honourable 
gentleman could thus miilead that Houfe; but he was very 
glad to find that the honourable gentleman had coniceded fo 
far to him as to give tp 127,0001. ; and he trufled that be- 
fore they had done with thefe accounts, he fhouid bring .the. 
honourable gentleman to farther conceffions* The 350,000!* 
in tlie .Dire6lors' account of January, 1784, took in thofe 
charged only which were adtually civil charges, but the acv 
count on their table took in not only the civil charges, hut 
the revenue, (wliich in the DireAors' account were entered . 
I feparate) the fair, (which was aUb entered feparate, and pro- 
duced a*neat revenUfe of 540,000!.) the commercial, and, aa 
hQ bad faid before, i2i,oool. which were military. If the 
honourable gentleman would dedu6t thefe, he wouRi find that 
, the account df the Directors in 1784 was fo accurate, that it 
^ Cbuld make no difference in the prefent argument. As to the 
military^ he was really aftonifhed that the honourable gen- 
tleman, virho was fo long a member ef the Supreme Council, 
and who muft be converfant with military affairs, could be 
Ignorant of the difference between war and peace eftabliih- 
mentSi He again repeated what he had faid before on ano« 
ther occafion, that the military charges were accurate, if 
they triinsferred from the civil head 127,000!. which was 
ftridlly military. The honourable gentleman knew, that 
three regiments of cavalry, and fix of infantry, had been 
diibanded fince'the peace; that all the regiments were re- 
duced from loco to 780 rank and file ; that the ftaff had 
beeo reduteed ; that the Bombay detachment, which coft 
4oo/K)ol. annually, was rieducea ; that the Madras detach- 
ment wai returning without its heavy ordnance or ftores ; 
that the troops were in cantonments, and that the contin- 
gencies and expence of ftores, &c. were at an end. He de- 
fired the honourable gentleman to tell the Houfe what 
grounds he had for fuppofing that the peace eftablifliment ' 
now was higher than when he was in Bengal, except as tQ 
the pay of European officers, who mutt neceff.\rily continue^ 
Z Major 
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. Major Scott declared he made an ample allowance for them 
al(b, when he faid that the Dire6lors were warranted in 
ftating all their military expences within i,ooi,oool. The 
.honourable gentleman wondered why the paper he moved for 
feveral days ago was not yet produced * he did not wonder at 
all that it had not y^t appeared. The honourable gentleman 
&id, that i)e was fure fuch an account was made out at the 
India Houfe : this he denied ; hut perhaps he alluded to the 
" accounts brought forward to the Diredbors,- which, though 
poflibly very proper for . that Court to confider; were too 
full of nonfenfe and abfurdity for any man to venture to put 
them upon the table of that Houfe. In faft, thofe accounts 
ought never to have gone beyond the Direflors ; but he had 
feen and analjfed themi and fo, he doubted not, had the ho- 
nourable gentleman, and he would venture to aflert^ that no 
man who valued his character would 'ever bring them upon 
their table under the head of expences in the " civil depart- 
" ment ;* for the hints which the.Chairman produced were, 
tivil, military, revenue, fait, and commercial : he would il- 
luftrate thrs by a fmgle remark, which the honourable gen- 
tleman would perfeftly comprehend. Under the head of 
Governor General was, firft, his\ falary, 25,000!. a year; 
next, the rent of a houfe, 1800I. a year, fmce 1778, to 
which the honourable gentleman confented,"* becaufe he 
knew that, Mr. Haftings's Government houfe being turned 
invariably to a Durbar, he had not a fpare room in which he 
could turn himfelf roiittd. This was ftriflly a civil charge. 
Then followed aid de camps, fecretary, and interpreter, a re- 
giment of infantry, and the only troop of cavalry in our 
fervice. He would afk the honourable geTitleman, if in any 
account in India or in England, thefe lafl heads were made 
part of civil charges, h^ was fure the rlbfurdity and folly of 
fuch an account muft'^ ftrike the honourable gefitfeman. 
When the military accounts were taken up, if Mr. Haf- 
tings had too many aid de camps, if neither the cavalry nor 
infantry were wanted, ftrike them off; but to include them- 
under a civil head of charge, was fomething worfe than folly ;^ 
and here he begged leave to add, that they had no right to 
argue from any private accounts brought by the Chairman to- 
the Direftors. That Houfe had now called for an account, 
and the Dire£bors were refponfible that they produce a fair 
one. As to the whole accounts, he longed for an inquiry 
into the particulars, and was anxious it fliould be com- 
^nenced ; and with refpedl to Mr. Haftings's letter, and the 
accounts 0/ expences incurred by him^. which were bonajids 

public* 
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public expenceSy vvhen that came forward, he fiionld appeal 
to the honour and the confcience of the honourable gentle- 
man to fay, whether he did not, bonafide^ believe Mr, Raf- 
tings had expended in the public fervice every rupee be had 
now charged the Company. 

Mr. Francis rofe again, and faid, it was very extraordi- 
nary that whenever he thought it his duty to move for pa- 
pers relative to India, or to fay a word that bore reference to 
the concerns of the Company, he was to be anfwered by the 
honourable gentleman, juft as if there was a perfonal contefl 
between them, and that it was to be carried on in that Houfe. 
He knew very well, and the world knew, that the honoura- 
ble gentleman reprefented Mr. Haftings, and a£ted as his 
agent in a map/ier extremely able and zealous; but he had 
not before heard that the honourable gentleman was likewife 
agent to the Court of Diredlors. The chief part of his 
fpeech, and that part to which the honourai)le gentleman had 
dire6led his reply, was a feries of anitnadverfions on the Court 
of Dire6lors, in whofe defence he had not an idea that the 
honourable gentleman held himfelf bound to ftand up an ad- 
vocate, or that he confidered himfelf as their reprefentative. 
But it was plain, what he had faid was a wound that went to 
the honourable gentleman's heart ; it had been felt by the ho- 
nourable gentleman, and his feelings would not fufier him to 
fit flill, even when a mere order for papers was under confi- 
deration. With regard to the arrangement of parts of the 
military, under the head of the Civil Eftablifhment, and the 
other caufes flated to account for the charge of 927,9451, for 
the civil eflablifliment, being a fallacious, abfurd, and non- 
fenfical mode of/ftatement : be it fo. At whofe door did the. 
fallacy, the abfurdity, and the nonfenfe lie ? Not at his, but 
at the door of the Court of DireSors, who had made up the 
flatement, then upon the table, in that manner. In one part 
of his fpeech, the honourable gentleman, Mr. Francis faid, 
had appealed to his perfonal honour, and a{ked, whether he 
was not of opinion that Mr. Haflings had paid out of his own 
purfe the feveral expences which he flated in his letter. In 
aiifwer to this; appeal, which was a fingular one, he believed 
Mr. Haftings might have fo defrayed them ; but what had 
that to do with the motion, or his reafoning in fupport of it ? 
It was the principle, and not the fadts, that had grown out of 
it, that he wifiied to attack ; and it was in order to come at 
the principle, that hehadtnpved to have the letter laid upon 
the table. 

Vol. XVII. Q o TUstfoi 
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Major Sfcott Major Seen fatd, he was no agent for the Dm&ots^ bwt he 
(poke as a proprietor, defirous not to fee the Compaity^s ilock 
dspreilM^ as it formerly had been^ by mifreprefent^tion } and 
be avowe<d that the accoonts brovgbt fbrwavd by the Chair- 
man, of the expences of 1776, compared with 178^, wem 
]fn>bably very proper for a Court of Direfiors to confider and 
to analyfe ; but they were fo abfard, if confidered as adiual 
accounts, that he believed no man would dare to pot them 
on the table of the Houfe ; and they woujd n»tuF;ilfy be enu- 
merated article by article, before they were given ia that 
Houfe as authentic* 
Mr.Stmuei -Mr. Samuel Smith confirmed what Major Scot t feid, and 
*""^ remarked that the honourable gerttleman (Mr. Francis) by hi» 
own account, had infinitely the advantage of the Court of 
Diredors, as they laid their accounts before the Houfe, to 
whkh they wers pledged ; but that the honourable gentlaflaao 
merely threw out infinuations without aflerting any thing 
pofitively; Mr. Smith warned the Houfe to beware of fuch 
infinuations ; for if they were well founded, the Houfe might 
be fure the honourable gentleman would venture to aflert, and 

- not infinuate^ which was generally the cafe; and that it 
was by fuch infinuations that tlie credit of the Company was 

- attempted to be wounded ; which might have fome eBk& when 
coming from a gentleman whohtefy held a high fituaticn in 
the Company's fervice. With refpeft to accounts upon the 
table, as alluded to, he faid, they were fo various^ that it was 
almoft irapoffible to point them out fpecifically ; that the ho- 
nourable gentleman had alluded to the amount of the civil 
eftabliOiment tha£^was 900,000!. ; but it fliould be confidered, 
thail if thofe expences were arranged nnder the proper heads, 
a jreat part was military, revenue or commercial, btittbat it 
was argued by thofe who wished to depreciate the fituation of 
the Company's affairs as merely civil, and taken a fecond time 
to account, whenever tliey alluded to either of the other 
eflablifliments, that accounts migfit he upon that table, whkh 
were not accounts that had pafied the Court of Diredors ; 
and though the fadls upon which they were founded might be 
fundamentally true, the mode of ftating them fingly might 
|;ive them » differetit afpef^ to what they would bear when 
the whole fyftem was arranged under the drflerent heads, and 
the various eftablifliments confiderad ; he reminded the Hxnife 
that it was the account during the war, when the expences 
were at the bigheft ; but they were now undergoing a very 
confiderable redu£lion, and much of the expence naturally 
ceafed with the war, and other parts were daily retreucbiag. 

3 • ' Mr* 
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Mr. Fox rofeto remark, that ail |!he inv^ive with "vehick hU. Fox. 
the bonoarcbie getideosaa had loiided fais fpeecb^ applied folely 
tohtmfdf and the reft of the Court of Dire^ora, bectufe if 
the ftiiH^ig the charge of the civil ^ftabliihnieot of Bengal wat 
faife^ fatlactooSp and afaford, the whole of the abfurdityj tb^ 
iallacy, and the faifebood lay with tbe Court of Dire^ori^ 
is^ho^had fb fiated the charj^ in the paper then on their table^ 
Mr. Fox put this very pointedly, and laid, herofe energy tm 
(hew how tinjnft it was to charge his honourable friend 
with wLfiiing to miflead, when he was at the very moment 
calling for papers to explain a difierence in two accounts, eack 
of which had been prefented by the Court of DireAora them** 
Mt^es, aAd confequeixtiy it was the Court of Direflors againft 
whom alone fudi*a diarge was f eleirant. 

Mr« £mrke reiterated Mr« fox's remark, but carried it dill Mr. Burk«« 
farther. He (aid, at laft they had got a DireQor of the 
Contpany to talk to them, and the very fkft time thev were 
able to obtain this mark of favour, the Direflor tells the 
Houfe openly aitd unrefervedly, that the account which be 
dnd hit brother Dito&ors had prefeoted to the Houfe was falfe^ 
fallactoas, and abfurd. If this were true* the honourable 
gentleman was a criminal, but he would hot fu&r him fo to 
criminate himfelf, nor would he upon his own confeiGon deetii 
him guilty to the extent that he faid he was. Mr. fiurke 
poceeded to queftion the authority under which Major Scott 
a£led in that tloufe. He (kid, the honourable gentleman had 
formerly been known to the Houfe as the ogent of Mr. 
Haftings, ani^ had been ftated to have bis authority for a£ling 
in tkat capacity. He wi^ed, therefoire, to know, whether 
Mr. Haftings uill continued him as his agent, and furniflied 
him with proper inftro6lions from time to time how to a£t. 
If he did, that Houfe knew that he fpoke a language of autho?- 
prity, and would be able to dtftinguifh what degree of confi^ 
dence and credit was due to what he faid ; but, if Mr. HaC^ 
tingfi had withdrawn his ageru:y, and no longer continued to 
inveft the honourable gentleman with his authority, and to 
furnifli him with inftrudlions from India, then the honourable 
gentletpan fpoke mefely as an individuj^, and a private memr 
ber of Parliament. [Mr. Burke hei« moved, <* That the 
^ Appendix to Mr. Dundas's Report, or the Report of the 
^* Secret Committee, p. 372, might be read;'* it was read ac« 
cerdingly, and contained a letter from Mr. Haftings to the 
Board ot Dire£^ors, informinff them, that be had given Major 
Scott ftrll authority to z£i as nit agent, and ihould from timo 
t^ tioie f^rniil) hifip* witk inftrudlioni ii^on all the events o/f 

Qp Z India.] 
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India.] Mr. Barke faid, he really thoaght Mr. HaftfDgs 
aded wifely in patting himfelf in curia^ and appearing in that 
Houfe by his attorney, if the fa<5t were fo ; but what he 
wiihed to know was, whether it was fo or not, and therefore 
hp ihouid move, that the authority and inftruftions under 
which Major Scott a3ed in that Houfe, as the agent of Mn 
Haftings, be laid upon the table. He added a variety of 
pointed remarks on Major Scott's iituation, and on the two 
accounts the Direftors had prefented to the Houfe, reminding 
the Houfe that they had the authority of a Direftor, fitting 
in his place on the India Bench, that the ilatement laft given 
in, and which was laid before them in compliance with the 
pofitive dire£tion of an a£l of Parliament, was falfe, fallacious, 
and abfurd. He concluded his fpeech with putting his quef* 
tion relative to the parliamentary chara£ler of Major Scott in 
the form of a motion. 
vlTtj. Scott. Major Scott^ in reply to Mr. Burke, faid he knew not by 
what right or authority the right honojarable gentleman 
queftioned him in the charadter of Mr. Haftings's*agent» He 

floried in his conne£tion with Mr. Haftings ; but in that 
loufe he fat as an Englifhman, as a man who had ferved fix- 
teen years in India, and who, from his family, had juft as 
good a right to fit in the Houfe as any member prefent. As 
well, the Major faid, might he talk of the right honourable 
gentleman fitting in the Houfe as agent of the Rajah of Tan- 
jore. He had waited on the late Chairman, Mr. Sulivan, in 
behalf of the Rajah, and his near relation was actually in that 
charafler at the prefent moment. Having faid this, the 
Major avowed, that his connexion with Mr. Haftings was 
not altered, and that there was no event in his life in which 
he fo much gloried, as in the unbounded confidence - Mr. 
Haftings had been pleafed to repofe in him ; but in that 
Houfe he fat as an Englifhman, and he k)oked upon it, he 
was juft as competent, in point of family and fortune, to 
have the honour of a feat in the Houfe as the right honourable 
gentleman, or any honpurable gentleman on either fide of the 
Houfe. 
Mr. Burke. Mr. Burke faid the honourable gentleman was perfe6Hy 
welcome to quefl/ion him ; he wiflied that every part of his 
chara£ter, every circumftance of his life, and every Ctuation 
he ftood in, ifaould be known and made as public as the noon<i 
day lun ; he did therefore afture the right honourable gender- 
man, upon his honour, that he was not agent to the Rajah 
of Tanjore, nor had any cotuie£lion with him whatever. He 
entered into a difcuffion of the ns^ture of an agency, and de- 
clared 
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dared his forprife that any ttian ihould be afliamed to ^St in 
that chara(3.er. Tlie honourable gentleman oppofite to him 
had been known to be the agept of Mr. HaAings, and a more 
aftive, zealous, and able agent, he would venture to fay, no 
roan ever had. He had aded in the chara£ter with fpirit and 
with honour ; but it was no difgrace to him to fland in that 
light in that Houfe, and to^be knovi^n to the Houfe as fuch* 
He had not the fame honour ; but he fuppofed the honourable 
gentktpfin's asking him, whether he w^s the Rajah's agent, 
arofe from the honourable gentleman's idea, that no man could 
take a zealous and a£tive part in the interefts of another, with* 
out being paid for it. This was an idea natural enough to 
any gsentlexnan who had be^n in India ; but the fa£t was other* 
wife. He had a£ted with all the zeal of an agent for many, but; 
never had received money from any one of thofe, in whofe 
affairs he had taken the moA confpicuous and affiduous part. 
Not that it was any difgrace to agentleitian to confefs himfelf 
an agent, and to ftand as an agent within thofe walls ; he had 
formerly flood in that chara£ler, when he was agent to the 
province of New York ; as fuch he had negociated the con- 
cerns of the province with the King's Miniflers, in that Houfe 
and in the other ; and had but the language of the province, 
through him, been heard and attended to, perhaps he might 
ttill have been the agent of the province, and the province 
been a part of the Britifh empire. Mr. Burke was purfuing 
his argument on this point, when 

Mr. Rolie rofe to fpeak to order, and begged that the Chair Mr.Roitob 
would read the motion. 

The motion having been read, 

Mr. Rollp appealed to the Chair, whether what the ho- 
nourable gentleman was faying bore any relation whatever to 
a motion for a letter from Mr, Haflings ? 

Mr. Burie faid, he c^red not for what that honourable gen- Mr. Surke. 
tleman faid ; he was fpeaking (Iridly to order, viz^ to the 
queftipn relaltive to privately receiving money ; it — 

Mr. Rolie rofe again, and appealed to the Chair, whether Mr.Kotk. 
what t:he honourable gentleman had faid. Was conformable to 
the order of the Houfe, and whether he ought to be permitted 
to proceed? 

Mr. Fov fjaid, it might not bp ftriSly orderly, but when a Mr. Fp«. 
gentleman had been perfonally que|lioned in debate, whether 
he was not the agent to the Rajah of Tanjore, and had been , ^ 

attacked on that ground* it had been the uniform ufage and 
pra<ftice of the Houfe to fuffisr him to explain himfelf as to 
that point. His honourable friend was doing no more. 

The 
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were determined to call for each individual letter tb^ Hiould 
come from India> be really tbougbt it would be unwife to 
have the letter in qaedion laid upon the table. 

Mr.Fox, Mr. Fox faid, he differed exceedingly : he thought the pa- 
per highly neceffaryj becaufe it would ferve eflentially 10 
clear up doubts that had ariferi in confluence of the contra- 
diflory accoimtS'tben on the table. It would ferve alfo to 
give the Houfe a coniiderable degree of information upon 
many material fads. Mr. Fox reafoned upon the contents 
of the letter, and contended that the' paper was adlually 
wanting to complete the flatement that the Court of Direc- 
tors had prefeated in obedience to the a£i: of Parliament, be- 
caufe it made a part of their expence in India. It was, he 
faid, a lingular letter. It Rzted certain ex poji fa^o chims 
made upon the Company by Mr. Haftings, for charges de- 

t frayed out of his private purfe, but made in a way altogether 

extraordinary ; becaufe Mr. Haftings did not content himfelf 
with ftating thefe claims, but farther informed the Court of 
Dire£lors, that he had paid himfelf the amount, by taking it 
out of the money he had privately received ; which mode of 
fettlement, he added. Was the belt for their affairs. Having 
expatiated upon this extraordinary mode of reafoning, 
Mr. Fox argued the propriety of his honourable friend's 
calling for the paper, under the circumftances that he bad 
fiated in bis fpeech, prefatory to his making the motion, and 
contended, that the cafe at iffue between the honourable gen- 
tleman 6ver the way (Major Scott) and his honourable 
friend could not be decided, unlefs the paper was produced. 

Mr. Dun* Mr. Dundas^ in reply, faid, he did not think the right ho- 

^»» nourable gentleman's proportion could be fupported. If the 

claims made by Mr. Haftings were recognifed, and admitted 
to be juft, the amount of them was certainly a part of the 
charge upon the civil eftablifhment, and ought to be con(i« 
dered as fuch. But furely all claims that might at any time 
be made, whether recognifed and admitted to be juft. or not, 
could not be deemed necdOTary addenda to the accounts on the 
table. Were fuch an argument to .be acceded to, the ac- 
counts would never be complete. Ml*. Dundas faid farther, 
that if the Houfe came to a determination to call for each in- 
dividual letter that was from time to time fent to the Court of 
Dire£iors from India, with all his heart ; he would as foon 
fpend his. time in debating upon them in that Houfe.as upon 
any other topic. Whether the paper was produced or not, 
:was a matter of |)erfe£t indifference to him ; but he gave no- 
' e, that, ihottld the Houfe order it, and any proceeding 

ii?as 
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was attempted to be grounded upon it hereafter. He would 
oppofe fuch proceeding. ' . . 

Mr. Fox again urged the neceffity of having the letter upon Mr. Fa*, 
their table, and faid, the one thing in his own India bill, in 
which all parties agreed as to its utility and propriety, was 
that claufc which enadted, " That the affairs of India, and 
" of the Company,* {he)uld from time to time be laid before 
** -that Houfe, in order that the Houfe might be perfedl mal-" 
" ters of the tranfaSions in India, and the tranfadtions rela- 
** tiveto India here at home.'* . With regard to the particu- 
lar letter now called for, it was full of curious matter, and 
ought to be produced.' If the honourable and learned- gen- 
tleman had not feen in it. enough to account for all that hap- 
pened in India, hef had not exercifed his reafon and dlfcern- 
ment with his wonted ability. 

Lord Mulgrave rofe to objeft to the motion. That the Lord MuV 
Houfe had' a right to call for the letter in queftion, or for *"**• 
any paper on a public fubjeA, was, his Lordlhip faid, indi& 
potable ; but the right of the Houfe was coupled with its 
difcretion,'and nothing could be more obvious than if the 
Houfe ^ftcd folely upon its right, without a due attention to 
its difcretion, nine times out of ten they would call for pa-* 
pers highly improper to be made public, and infinite iniichief 
would be the confequence. His Lordfhtp added, that the 
prefent appeared to him to be one of the inftance« in which, 
confiftently with difcretion, the right of the - Houfe ought 
npt to be exercifed, and therefore he fhould vote againft tho 
motion. 

The queftion was put, and the Houfe divided; 
Ayes - - - - - i6- 
Noes - - - - . 41 ', 

Majority - 25- 

February 25, 

Mr. Holdfvjorth yefterday rofe, and prefaced the motion Mr. Holdf* 
that follows with a fhort fpeech, in which he defcribed the worth. 
Ordnance as that branch of the public fervice which had been 
ever.deemed the fource of more profufion than any other de- 
partment, and therefore he thought it highly proper that the 
Houfe fhould be fully informed of all the expenccs the Ord- 
nance Board had already incurred upoii the fortificatipns of " ' 
Portfmouth and Plymouth, as well as of the probable e»- 

VoL.XVir. Pp pence 
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pence they were Ivkely to incur in confeqnetice of the plana 
and projeftions approved by the prefent Mafter Genera}. 
Mr. Holdfworth faid, be the rather thought facb informa- 
tion neccKTary to be immediately furnifhed, as a great diffe- 
rencc of opinion evidently prevailed as to the propriety or 
impropriety of continuing the plao. He concluded with 
moving, 

. *< That there be laid before this Hoofe an account of the 
.** expenccs incurred by the office of Ordnance, in building 
** and repairing works for the defence of His Majcfty^ 
>^ dock yard at Plymoutht ere&ed .iince the firfl: of June, 

« 1777 " 
Mr. Janet Mr. ^amti Ltttrr^// conceiving that Mr. Holdfworth had 
LttttreU. charged the prefent Board of Ordliance with extrava^nce 
and profuiion, rofe in it» defence. He areued to prove that 
rOeconomy and not profufton was the charaAeriftic of the no- 
ble Duke, the prefent Matter General. He^ ftated that the 
reform that had taken place in other public odice» had origin 
nated in the fafhion of the times^ and had been carried into 
execution in confequence of the interference of Parliament ; 
Jbut the reform in the office of Ordnance bad been folely 
owing to the perf(»nal zeal to fave the unneceflary expendi- 
ture of the public money, that diftinguilhed the Duke of 
Richmond. By his foie authority, and on the impulfe of his 
own feelingit, bad the prefent Mafter General efficded an ef- 
efential reforni in the OrdQance, a reform that bad already 
' . been hi|;hly contributory to tfjie purpofes 6f public oecooomyf 
and which' would fliU fiartber contribute, to Co ufeful ^nd fo 
neceiTafy an end. ' Mr. Luttrell added other encomiums on 
the noble Duke at the,head of thc.Ordciaoce, and defied the 
honourable, gentleman who made ^he motion^ or any man 
Ifving, to prove that the bufinefs of the Ordnance Board 
was not at prefent condu£ted with theftridteft regard to oeco- 
nomy. Mr. Luttrell added, that he gave his hearty aflent 
to the motion, becaufe he was fore tt would fopport and con- 
fiim his argument. 
Mr. Hoidfw Mr. Holdfwwth rofe to explain : he declared he had net 
worth. tf,e q>oft dittant idea of innnuating the fmalleft peHbn^ 
charge againft the noble Duke, at prefent Mafler General 
of the Ordnance, or againft the exifting Board. He had 
fpcfken of the prevailing opiniot)^ that the office of Ordnance 
was that mou remarkable for profufion of all the public 
offices ; but he had not applied the general bbfervation he had 
.made either to the prefent Board, or to that preceding it. 

He 
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He had the boooor to know boih the noble Doke now at the 
bea^ of the Ordnance, and the noble Vifcpunt who had been 
the Mafter General immediately preceding the noble Duke : 
lie had the higheft opinion of the iategricy and abilities of 
each of them^ and wiihed not to be underftood as having caft 
a llur upon either. 

Mr. Hujpy commeoded the motion, but thougjit it ought Mr.Hufley* 
to be ea^teadcd; he therefore moved to Jnfert after Ply- 
mouth, the. words <^ Portfrnoutb, Goipott, Chatham^ Do* 
^* ver^ and Shee^els/' 

This gave ri£p til a loofe converfation., ia which Mn 
Courteoay^ Mr. Bfftardi ao^ Mr. HuiTey took part. At 
length the queftioo was put and carried witk the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HoUf%09rib rofe ilgaiVy an4 laid, as he had carried his ^^.^^^^^^ 
motion for ap account of ^he fums already expended in (he ^^'^^ 
fortifications at Portfmoufh and Plymouth^ he wifbed to 
have the Information Gomplete, by having an eftimate of the 
probable expeace of finifhing the fortifications of Portf- 
mouth aod Plymouth laid upon the table ; he therefore 
moved, 

<^ That the Mafter General and Board of Ordnance do 
^* prepare and lay before tliis Houfe a Report of the proba- 
^' Ue amount of the expenditure which will be incurred for 
'^ completing the feveral fortifications intended to be erected 
** to the weflward of Plymouth and at the Gofport fide, 
" and at Hilfea, for the better fccurity of His ^ajefty's 
•* dock yards at Plymouth and Portfinouth,'* 

Mr. James LmtrM faid.> he had not the fmalleft obje Aion Mr. jamei 
to the motion^ wilhing the Houfe to be fully informed upon*^""'*^^' 
the fuhjeft, Thajt, however, Mr. Luttrell laid, he thought 
the proper opportunity of remarking upon fome afiertions 
that had been made by an honourable gentleman then pre- 
ieat^ whofe experience ,and ability, and whofe knowledge of 
thefubjeft, from a long. con ne&ion with the office of Ord- 
liance, rendered every thing he faid upon it matter of weight 
and authority... He would therefore remin^l ihat honourable 
gentleman of fome pretty ftcong aflcrtions which be had- 
pledged himfelf to proycJ^ He had afferted, that the fortifica-^ 
tions now carrying on at Portfuiouth and Plymouth, and 
whichthcprefentMafter General of theOrdaance had eftima-- 
ted in.his Report as likely to coft about 5oO|CO^U CQuld not be 
oampleted for two millions. He had aflert^d jikewife, that 
it would .take thirty or forty years to complete .t;hQm, and 
^t 'above jlQO^ooqI. h%<d already been expended upon them^ 

P p 4 but 
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but there rcmjiined yet 'another affertion behind of a ftifl 
jjiore extraordinary nature, and that was, that the true 
njeaning of the noble Duke's reduced ptan was to take down 
Wge vyorks already erefled, and to build new works in their 
room upon a lefs fcale ; juft as if a man who had built a 
Jarge and eoftly manfion, was to take it ;down again, and 
^ (Breft a fro all houfe in its ftcad. Thefe afiertibns,' Mr. Lut«r 
Jrel) faid, were of a very ferious naty;e,, and, if'^truej would 
load the noble Duke at the head of the; OrdnancpjWith much 
dpferved obloquy; but he had. thf ha^pinefs to "know, they 
. "V^'jcre wholly ill founded ; and pe'gjtyfe* his conferft \6 the prc- 
. fent niotipn, /becaufe he Was 'perrtS^drd it would prbxie the 
very reverfe'bf the honoui-abl^' gentleman's* aJftrtions' to be 
' jbp real faft. . v » c ./ ^., ^ - . i 

Mr.Cflvr- Mr. Courtenay faid, particulaj^Iy called upon as he had 
»««7' been, the Houfe would certainly expeft he fhoirfd lay a few 
. words, Mr, Cburtenay then proceeded to*explain his fpecch 
of a former day : he faid he h^d not' pledged himfelf to prove 
that the fortifications now carrying on at PonfmoTith and 
Plymouth wo\ild cdft two millions; but had* faid, that he 
Jjad been informed by officers, of experience j?nd ability, men 
deferving of credit^ that they could not be completed* for 
Jefs than a million and a half. All,* therefore, that he held 
/ hiRifclf pledged to prove was, that be had beert ft> rnfornicdl 
But to what end prove it ? Suppofe he were to tall four,' or 
fix, or eight, or ten able engineers to the bar, and to put the 
queftibn to them, and they ^ere all to anfwer in the affirma- 
tive ; might not other engineers be found who would give a 
contrary opinion ? Juft as when a man ftated his cafe to 
counfel, aqd they gave him an opinion ; might he not thcd 
venture to affert that he had legal authority to'fay'fo and fo, 
and yet other lawyers might be found who would hold an 
opinion direQIy contrary. In faft, the whole iJvas matter of 
opinion; but ftill he. would fay, thfit he had been informed 
by able and experienced officers, that tht fortifications in 
queftion would coft at leaft a million and a half; With re- 
gard to the affertion pf the works having coft ibo,oooU al- 
TCfady, that was eafy to be made out. Mr. Courtenay then 
. enumerated the grants of Parliament, and the io,pooL in 
the eftimate of the prefent year, which would make i6o,oool* 
He alfo defended the other affertioAs relative to the time that 
|t v^ould take to finifh the plan of the Duke of Richmond, 
and the mode of carrying on the projeft upon what was 
termed a reduced plan. He faid, in fpeaking in a (!^omvA\t' 
tep tp matters of that nature, ^afte^s ti^at were in fome (brt 
2 flPi^tteri 
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matters of theory and fpeculation, no mennber of Parlfa-^. 
raent could be expedled to deliver his opinions with the pre-, 
eifion and accuracy of a witnefe. He ftated faither, that 
I the plan of fortifications that had fomc years' fince Been 
commenced, was originally projefted by the late Lieutenant 
General of the Ordnance ; but that'the lal« Matter Gfinerak 
I had, on many, occafiotjs, declared his difapprobation of the 
idea.. Mr. Courteaay concluded with rooYmg,- by way of 
amendmenr, TO' leave out all the words, "from His Ma- 
j ** jcfty," and^to infert, ^ And an eftimate of the expenct 
I *' of foch military barracks and fortifications, diftinguiihing 
** fuch works and fortifications, and the fituation where 
" ihey arc propofed to be ereScd, to completethe defence^ ' ^ 

Mr- James Luttrell objefted to the amendment, bcqaufe he Mr. Jamei * 
I thought as the difference of opinion was confined to the for- ^«"'«^ 
! tification^ of Portfinouih and Plymouth, it were better to, 
confine the motion precifely to thofe fortifications. Mr. 
' LuttfcU defended the Duke of Richmond for carrying on the^ 
fortifioations, by reminding the Houfe, t ha t^ 'during the laft 
\ w^r^ we had the naval force of France, Spain, and Holland 
I gc fee, a circumftance that cotild not but wholly engage the. 
attention of the Britifli fleets, and therefore as a neceffity 
for our fending the greateft part of the navy far from ouc 
i coafts nfiight arife, it was highly necefiary that fome internal 
' defence fhould be provided, in order to repel any attempt at 
an invafion. He faid he hoped this country never would 
again have fo many maritime power^ to contend with at 
once ; but furcly the noble Duke deferved credit for his erf- "* 
deavoors to provide againft an exigency that was by no 
means.out oi poffibility. 

'iAv..HuJpy fupportcd the amendment, declaring freely j^j^Hafley^ 
that be was an enemy to fortification^ and thought the beft 
defence of the illand was her navy, to which Parliament 
ougt^t, ip his opinion, to pay the gfcateft attention. Mr. 
HuiTey faid^ it made no difference whether gentlemen • 
thought the fortifications ftow carrying on would coft 
50Q,opQl. or a million and a half. They were difputing 
about what it was not in the power of money to purchafe, 
and therefore it mattered not at what nominal fum it was 
ftated, that the fortifications could be completed. He re- 
minded the Houfe, that a few years fince they had been told, 
about fixty or feventy thoufand pounds would be fufficient to 
jpgipflete dxe fortiQcations ; v^h^reas;, if they looked to the 

Journ^U, 
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J09i^t* getUeinen would iec that Parliaia<^t had already 
', granted '4t>0f0OOl. acid upi^ards tovirards them. 

A defthtory coover&tion took piaxre between Mr. Luttrell^. 
Mn UiMiworihy Mr. Baftard, Mr. RoUe, Mr. Haifey^ 
Mr. Courteoay, and others ; t>ut at length theqnefkion was 
f«it» and tb? Hoi|(p divided. 

Ayes (for the original onotion) 3s 
Noes' • p. - 21 • 

Majority * • xo 

^ Febnuary 28. 

Bfr. P^^ Mr. ?^04r fatd the Houfc was well acquainted with the motioif 
. V ^ which he was now about to ftate. The public was alfo ap* 
prifed in fome meafure of its intent and confcquences. WhCi^ 
dier the papers he meant to call for would be granted or not^ 
he would not determine ; but it was pretty obvious low the 
dienidl would be relifhed by the people in general. It feemed 
€0 be a maxim with his Majefty's Minifters to grant 00 ipe- 
eies of information which the Houfe had any right or remibn 
for urging. An honourable friend of his had moved for a 
letter, in which it was roundly aiTerted, or rather avowed, 
that a condud had been lately preferred by the Company's 
Servants abroad, which was in dired defiance to all the ads 
of Parliament M^hich had been enabled on the (ubjeft. Here 
was not only a grofs violation 0/ the Legiflature's order, but 
an unequivocal avowal of that violation. When, therefore, 
a paper of fbch an extraordinary tendency was thus formally 
' demanded, his Majefty's fervants would not grant it for this 
fimple reaibn, That the fubftancc of that letter was ftill un« 
dcr the confidcration of the Board of Control. Whatever 
weight this might have with the Houfe in that inftance, it 
could hive none in this.^ For the obje6f of his motion was 
fpecifically different, as it regarded papers, which recorded not 
any thing under contemplation, hut that which was finiifaed 
and complete. He augured ill of the Board of Control, from 
the moment they appeared thus peculiarly fhy of their coro- 
munications ; and every ill omen which had prefented itfelf 
to his mind, their conduft had literally juftified. Why this 
averfion to fubroit their aftions to the infpcftion of their 
countrymen ? Why thus treat the Houfe, who had treated 
ihem with fo much diftindion, as to place the whole of this 
truft unconditionally in thtm ? Did fuch a proceeding tend 
to conciliate attachipent, or promote cohfidcacc ^. Or, was 

it 
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it not natural to all faoneft men, from the tfptSt wlriVh 
marked the whole of their condufl, that fomething was 
wrong, or at leaft doubtful ? Why no intelligence df any 
kind whatever, relating to the ftatc of a country fo retnote^ 
and fo momentous to the Britilh empire, tranfptred by the 
fpecch from the Throne, had a very odd, and a very fufpi- 
cious appearance. But it marked ftrongly the tenor of con- 
duft adopted by the Board of Control, and the fervants of the 
Crown. How fuch a mode of fecreting from, the nation aa 
object thus important, would fuit the humour of the Houfe^ 
he would not pretend to fay ; but he faw it would produce 
infinite trouble to individuals, as well as much general fpecu- 
lation. Within th'efe few years the public attention had been 
naturally and much turned to the affairs of India; thefe were ^ 

fo involved with thofe of Great Britain, that whoever felt aA 
intereft in the former, could not regard the latter with in-» 
difference ; therefore, in confcquencc of this general curiofity 
arid interift, three different plans had been propofed for the 
better regulating the affairs of India, Thefe he fpeciiied at 
having Mr Dundas, Mr. Pitt, and himfelf, for their re* 
fpeftive authors. That propofed by the right hot^ourable the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer only had received the fandion 
of the Legiilature. But he mentioned thefe only, to remark 
this circumftance to the Houfe, that materially as all did 
differ rn moft of the topics, and chieflv in the principle to 
which tKcy were dircdled, yet oh the fuojeft of the Nabob ef 
Arcot's debts, they fo far coincided as to exprefs almoft the - 
fame language, the fame ideas. The provifion in the bill 
brought in by the right honourable the Chancellor of the , 
Exchequer, provided, ^ that whatever debts were due 
to the fervants of the Company by any of the Indian 
Princes, (hould be invefligated, and made an obje£k of ^ 
fpccial inquiry, prior to any flep whatever being takerj 
to effeA payment. The whole provifion to this purpofe was 
highly meriting the Attention of the Houie, He then faid, 
that the motion he was now about to Urge, went to a direft ' 
crimination of the new Board of Commiffioners, as acting ia 
flat oppofition to the late aft of Parliament, which, in, this 
inftance, at leaft, whatever otherwife he might think of the 
bill, was wife and unexceptionable. It was calculated to put 
a check w^here it was moft wanted, and where it would cer- 
tainly operate to moft advantage. He did npt think it necef- 
fary to ftate for the information of thofe who knew the hiftory 
of Indidj what however would furprife thofe who did not. 

Nothing 
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Norhkig was Imore cpmmoD) than for many per (bns who left 
tbU country., when neither in a condition to borrow great 
fuiBs nor leocl them, on their arrival in India, to become all 
at once creditors to the firft Princes in that country,' and that 
to a very conGdeffible amount. This well-known fa£^ would 
naturally lead to manyi conjectures. This much, at lead, 
was obvious. and indifputable ; that fuch pecuniary oblige* 
tjons could not take place, btit on fuppofition, that fome ier- 
.vices were, thus hired, whfch it was not the fafhion or con- 
venient to own.. He next went into a ftatcment of the Na- 
.bob of Arcot's debt, with a view, by illuftrating the federal 
.articles gf which it confided, feparately to fbew which of 
« ithefe wer^ liioft intitled to immediate payment. This he 
contended was in perfeft coriforoiity to the fpirit of the hitc 
>a£t, which inflituted that inquiry fhould precede payment. 
J\.nd whatever fnould be the fate of the prcfent motion, or 
the complaifance of the Minifter to the requifition, and the 
•ncceffiiy of the Houfe with refpeft to the information re- 
•quired, he was happy, as he trufted every member who 
.wifhed well to the Public would-be, that a copy of the iden- 
tical papers, which he called for were before the Public, and 
. thsrt Mr. Debreit did that for the Public which the Board of 
Control, as well a& His Majefly's Minifters, had refufcd, 
; though urged with great propriety, and from motives of ne- 
. ceffity, to do cither for the Company or Parliament. To r 
^ this publication he referred, as containing an accurate and | 
'fyftematic view of the fubjed. It was ^n inquiry, he faid> | 
. tQ whicln every well-principled mind would unavoidably prefs 
:to fee whence the origin, occafion and juftice- of thofe debts 
which were due to individuals from the Nabob of Arcot. 
The Board of Direftors, as they had often done, had or- 
dered a drift inquisition to be^made ; and from the fads 
which (hould'- be brought forward, in confequence of that 
. inquifition, foqne plan of fettjement, or arrangement, might 
take place. But this new Board of Control had over-ruied 
the refolution of the Direftors ; and in fiat defiance to what 
the Direftors had thus formally enafted, refolve forthwith 10 
admit the claims, which were at, bed fufpicious, or unknown, 
to fuperfede thofe which were known and valid. This was 
• the' great quedion to which he begged the attention of the 
. Houfe, as not only what he fhould farther date, but alio to 
. the various papers which he fhould read on the fubjefl. It 
• was acircumdance which could hardly efcape the attention of 
the Houfe, that many of thcfe debts bore date from the time 

whca 
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whcQ the Prefidendy of Madras entered the Carnatic by an 
army, and attacked the kingdom of Tanjore, as it w^s well ! 
known, at the exprefs inftance of the. Nabob of Arcot ; he 
defired this fa£k might be ferioufly confldered ; he defired that 
it might be coupleawith a variety of things which had fmce 
taken place, aiid elpecially with the order of the new Board 
oif CooimiiGoners, which his motion was intended to bring 
linder the cognizance of the Public and of the Houfe. It 
bad always appeared to him, aAd he had always ilated it as 
one of the greateft preventives to the authority of the direc- 
tion operating with dignity and effeft, that the fervants had, 
by peculation and intrigue, acquired a fovereignty over their 
mafters. ' Here then was the fame dreadfdl and prevailing 
tril ftill predominating; and this additional Board, inftead of 
ftrengthehing the old government, enfeebled it, by.relap'fing 
into the only radical flaw in the original conftitution ; for he 
was aware no man would ftand up in his place, and give fuch 
an account of thefe debts as would correfpond with principles 
of juftice between man and man. Yet fuch were the debts 
which the new Board among its firft afts, and to the detri-: 
ment of debts aftually due, had put in a train of payment* 
So that unlefs the Houfe of Commons, or the Legifliiture, 
Interfered, and fet afide the order, it would inevitably become 
final. In urging this queftion, therefore, he was not haftily 
attacking either individuals, the Nabob of Arcot,^^or the 
Commiffioners, but pleading the caufe of the Public. Th«k. 
arrangement of the debts due to individuals he felefted chiefly 
under thofe of the old, the new debts, and the debts, of the 
Company. With the firft of thefe he agreed in fubflance, 
and ihould not niake any animadverfions on that part of the 
matter. He was more peculiarly iiiterefted in thofe v/hich 
were denominated the new confolidated\debt, and the pre ten-* 
fions on which the payment of them, was demanded. He 
concurr^ with all who had given any dejiberation :6 the 
fubjeft, in thinking fome thing doubtful or unaccountable iii 
the accruing of them. He mentioned the Direftors and the 
Board of Coihmiflioners particularly, as holding the fame 
language ; it ftruck him forcibly that, aft6t ftating their rea* 
fons for hefitating on the matter with great plaufibility, and 
laying down a variety of premifes, which led to quite anop- 
pofite conclufion, ^ they came all at once to the abfurd, or at 
leaft moft unexposed one, w^ich he trufted this Houfe would 
r^robate. They dlowed that thofe debt^ were not recom*- 
sounded by the fyan^ forcible reafons, which operated in the 
VoL.XVflt Qjl * othof 
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were determtned to call for each individual letter that Ihould 
come from India, he really thought it would be unwife to 
have the letter in queftion laid upon the table. 

Mr. Fox, Mr. Fox faid, he differed exceedingly : he thought the pa- 
per highly neceflary^ becaafe it would ferve eflentially 10 
clear up doubts that had arifeii in confeiquence of the contra* 
diftory accoiuTts^then on the table. It would ferve alfo to 
give the Houfe a confiderable degree of information upon 
many material fadls. Mr. Fox reafoned upon the contents 
of the letter, and contended that thef paper was adlually 
wanting to complete the flatement that the Court of Direc- 
tors bad prefenced in obedience to the a£i: of Parliament, be* 
caufe it made a part of their expence in India. It was, he 
faid) a lingular letter* It ^2LitA CQvtdAn ex pofl fafio c\si\ms 
made upon the Company by Mr. Haftings, for charges de- 

j frayed out of his private purfe, but made in a way altogether 

extraordinary ; becaufe Mr. Haftings did not content himfelf 
with ftating thefe claims, but farther informed the Court of 
Dire£lors, that he had paid himfelf the amount, by taking it 
out of the money he had privately received ; which mode of 
fettlement, he added, Was the beft for their affairs. Having 
expatiated upon this extraordinary mode of reafoning, 
Mr. Fox argued the propriety of his honourable friend's 
calling for the paper, under the circumftances that he had 
ftated in liis fpeech, prefatory to his making the motion» and 
contended, that the cafe at ifTue between the honourable gen- 
tleman bver the way (Major Scott) and his honourable 
friend could not be decided, unlefs the paper was produced. 

Mr. Dun- Mr. Dundas^ in reply, fald, he did not think the right ho- 

^*'» nourable gentleman's proportion could be fupported. If the 

claims made by Mr. Haft ings were recognifed, and admitted 
to be juft, the amount of them was certainly a part of the 
charge upon the civil eftablifhment, and ought to be confi- 
dered as fuch. But furely all claims that might at any time 
be made, whether recognifed and admitted to be juft, or not, 
could not be deemed necd9[ary addenda to the accounts on the 
table. Were fuch an argument to .be acceded to, the ac- 
counts would never be complete. Ml". Dundas faid farther, 
that if the Houfe came to a determination to call for each in- 
dividual letter that was from time to time fent to the Court of 
Directors from India, with all his heart ; he would as foon 
fpend his. time in debating upon them in that Houfe. as upon 
any other topic. Whether the paper was produced or not, 
:wa8 a matter of ^erfeft indifi^erence to him ; but he gave no- 
tice, that, ihould the Houfe order it, and any proceeding 

was 
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vras attempted to be grounded upon it hereafter, He would 
oppofe fuch proceeding. * . 

Mr. Fox again urged the neceflity of having the letter upon Mr. Tot. 
their table, and faid, the one thing in his own India bill, in 
^hich all parties agreed as to its utility and propriety, was 
that claufc which enadled, " That the affairs of India, and 
** of the Company,' fhbuld from time to time be laid before 
•• -that Houfe, in order that the Houfe might be perfedl m^"-* 
** ters of the tranfaftions in India, and the tranfaftions rela- 
** tive-to India here at home." With regard to the particu- 
lar letter now called for, it was full of curious matter, and 
ought to be produced.' If the honourable and learned- gen- 
tleman had not feen in it. enough to account for aill that hap- 
pened in India, he had not exercifed his reafon and difcern«' 
ment with his wonted ability. 

Lord Mulgrave rofe to objcft to the motion. That the Lord Muini 
Houfe had' a right to call for the letter in qucftion, or for 8*^*^*- 
any paper on a public fubjed, was, his Lordihip (aid, indifr 
potable ; but the right of the Houfe was coupled with its 
difcretion,'and nothing could be more obvious than if the 
Houfe ^Aed folely upon its right, without a due attention to 
its difcretion, nine times out of ten they would call for pa-- 
pers highly improper to be made public, and infinite inifchief 
would be the confequcnce. His Lordfliip added, that the 
prefcnt appeared to him to be one of the inftance^ in which, 
confiftently with difcretion, the right of the -Houfe ought 
not to be exercifed, and therefore he fhould vote againft th« 
motion. 

The queflion was put, and the Houfe divided ; 
Ayes ----- 16 
Noes - - - - - 41 '. 

Majority * 25^ 

February 25. 

Mr. Holdfuforth yefterday rofe, and prefaced the motion Mr. HoWP 
that follows with a fhort fpeech, in which he defcribed the wonh. 
Ordnance as that branch of the public fervice which had been 
ever. deemed the fourcie of more profufion than any other de- 
partment, and therefore he thought it highly proper that the 
Houfe fhould be fully informed of all the expences the Ord- 
nance Board had already incurred upon the fortifications of ^ ' 
Portfmouth and Plymouth, as well as of the probable e»- 

VoL.XVir. Pp pence 
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pence they were likely to incur in confcquehce of the pland 
and projeftioni approved by the prefent Maftcr General. 
Mr. Holdfworth (aid, be the rather thought fuch informa- 
tion neceffary to be immediately furnifhed, as ti great difFc- 
' rente of opinion evidently prevailed as to the propriety or 
impropriety of continuing the plap. He concluded with 
moving, 

. ** That there be laid before this Houfe an account of the 
-'* expences incurred by the office of Ordnance, in building 
*^ and repairing works for the defence of His Majefty** 
A< dock yard at Plymouthi erefibed .fince the firft of June, 

« 1777 " 
Mr. jiMfft Mr. jfames Luttrell concdvinsthzt Mr. Holdfworth had 
LukkU. charged the prefent Board of Ordiiance with extravagance 
add profuflon, rofe in its* defence. He argued to prove that 
.oeconomy and not profufion was the charaaeriftic of the no* 
ble Duke, the prefent Matter General. He. ftated that the 
reform that had taken place in other public ofice& had origi'* 
nated in the fafhion of the times^ aiid ha4 httn carried inio 
execution in confe4]uence of the interference of Parliament ; 
^ut the reform in the office of Ordnance bad been ULclj 
owing to the perfonal zeal to fave the unneceflary expendi- 
ture of the public money, that diftinguifhed the Duke of 
Richmond^ By his fole authority, and on the impulfe of bis 
own feeling, bad the prefent Mailer Geneml effeded an ef« 
tfential reforni in the Ordnance, a reform that bad already- 
been highly contributory to t^e pur]K>fc.s5f public ceconomy, 
and which' would fiill ferther contribute, to fo nfefal and fo 
necefTaiy an end. ' Mr. Luttrell added other encomiumis on 
the noble Duke at theJiead of the.Ordpance, and defied the 
honourable, gentleman who made the motion^ or any man 
Ifving, to prove that the bufinefs of the Ordnance Board 
was not at prefent conduced with the ftrifteft regard to oeco- 
nomy. Mr. Luttrell added, that he gave his hearty afient 
to the motion, becaufe he was fore h would fupport and con* 
fiim his argument. 
Mr. Hoidf- Mr. Holdfw&rth rofe to explain : he declared he had not 
wprth, ihe i^ft. diitant idea of indnuating the fmalleft perfonal 
charge againft the noble Duke, at prefent Mafier General 
of the Ordnance, or againft the exifting Board. He bad 
fpdken of the prevailing opiniots, that the office of Ordnance 
wa« that moft remarkable for profufion of all the public 
offices ; but he had not applied the general Obfervation he haA 
.made either to the prefent Board, or to that preceding it. 

He 
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He bjid the boQQQr to know boih the noble Dake now at the 
bea^ of (he Qxdnance, and the noble Vifcpunt who had been 
the Mafter General immediately preceding the noble Duke : 
be had the higheft opinion of the integrity and abilities of 
each of them^ and wiihed not to be anderftood as having caft 
a Ibar upon cither. 

Mr. Hujfiy comRieoded the motion, but thougjit it ought Mr.Huflex. 
fo be extended; he therefore moved to Jnfert after Ply- 
mouthy the. words <^ Portfrnoutb, Gofpoct, Chatham, Do* 
^^ ver^ apd Shee^eii/* 

Thu gave rife t6 a loofe cooverfation^ in which Mn 
Courtenayt Mr, B^fbrdt aM Mr. HuflTey took part. At 
length the ^ueftioo was put luid carried witk the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HoUyimrtb rofefgaio^ »n4 ftid, as be had carried his *'^"***^'^* 
motion for ap account of 4he fums already expended in the ^^'^* 
fortifications |Lt Portfmoufb and Plymouth^ he wi(b(d to 
have the information complete^ by having an eftimate of the 
probable expence of ,fini(hing the fortifications of Portf- 
mouth aod riymottth laid upon the table ; he therefore 
moved, 

<^ That the Mafter General and Board of Ordnance do 
^* prepare and lay before this Houfe a Report of the proba- 
** ble amount of the expenditure which will be incurred for 
*^ completing the feveral fortifications intended to be erected 
** to the weflward of Plymouth and at the Gofport fide, 
" and at Hilfea, for the better fccurity of His ^ajcfty's 
<^ dock yards at Plymouth and Portfmouth.'* 

Mr. James Lmrell faidf he had not the fmalleft objeflion &fr. jtmei 
to the motion^ wiihing the Houfe to be fully informed upon'^'"'*''^^ 
the fuhjeft. That, however, Mr. Lultrell faid, he thought 
the proper opportunity of remarking upon fome afiertions 
that bad been made by an honourable gentleman then pre- 
ient^ whofe experience.and ability, and whofe knowledge of 
the£ubje£l, from a long .connexion with the office of Ord- 
tiance, rendered every thing he faid upon it matter of weight 
Sind authority,. JHe would therefore reminfl that honourable 
gentleman of fome pretty ftrong affcrtions which be had. 
pledged himfelf to prove* Heh^d aflerted, that the fortifica-^ 
tions now carrying on at Portfrpouth and Plymouth, and 
whichtheprefent Mafter General of the Ordnance had eflima-- 
ted in.his Report as likely to cpft about 500^coC)l. could not be 
completed for two millions. He had aiTert^d .Ukewife, that 
it would take thirty or forty years to complete Ch^rn, and. 
tlwt above i,cx),ooqI. b%d already been expended upon ihcm^ 
, Pp it but 
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but there remained yet 'another iffemon behind "of a ;ftiU 
piore extraordinary nature, and that was, that the true 
meaning of the noble Duke's reduced ptan was to take down 
Wge works already erefled, and to build nevy work? in their 
room upon a lefs fcale ; juft as if a man who had built a 
Jarge and eoftly maniion, was ^ to take it :doWn again, aod 

^ pre£V a fraall houfe in its ftead. Thefe aflertibns^* Mr. Liit* 

Jrcl) faid, were of a very ferious nature^ and, if true, would 

load the noble Duke at the head bf thi; QrdnancpjWith much 

dpferved obloquy; but he had thf ha]^pinfefs tbTCnoW.thcy 

. ^'.cre wholly ill founded ; and he^Jty^ his' contcjdV \6 tile prc- 

fent rnotipn, /becaufe he Was p/rfekd^id it Would 'prrrye the 

very reverie" bf the hon'ourabl^' gehtlc'manVaflBrtionsfo he 

* jtbp real faft, . • . ^ .,.",. ; * i 

Mr.Ctfiir- Mr. Courtenay faid, particularly called 'upon a^'hc had 

»«»ay. been, the Houfe would certainly exped he fhould'iay a few 

, words, Mrt Cburtenay then proceeded to^explam his fpecch 

of a former day : he laid he h^d not pledged h'imfelf to prove 

that the fortifications now carrying on at PoTtrmduth and 

Plymouth wo"uld cdft two millions; but had faid, that he 

}jad been informed by officers, of experience j?nd ability, men 

deferving of credit, that they could hot be completed for 

Jefs than a million and a half. All,' therefore; that he held 

/ hi^ifelf pledged to prove was, that be had beeri'fti rnfbrnted^ 
But to what end prove it ? Suppofe he were to call four,' or 
fixj or eight, or ten able engineers to the Bar, and to put the 
queftion to them, and they ^ere all to anfwer in the aflBrma- 
tjve ; might not other engineers be found who would give a 
contrary opinion ? Juft as when a man ftated his cafe to 
counfel, and they gave him an opinion ; might he not then 
venture to affert that he had legal authority toTay'fo and fo, 
?ind yet other lawyers might be found who would hold an 
ppinion direftly contrary. In faft, the whole \>vas matter of 
opinion; but ftill he would fay, that he had been informed 
by able and experienced officers, that the fortifications in 
queftion would coft at leaft a nriillion and a half. With re- 
gard to the aflertion pf the works having coft iob,oooL al- 
r<?ady, that was eafy to be made out. Mr. Courtenay then 
enumerated the grants of Parliament, and the io,pool. in 
the eftimate of the prefept year, which would make i6o,oooL 
He alfo defended the other affertioAs relative to the time that 
it w^ould take to finiih the plan of the Duke of Richmond^ 
9nd the mode of carry fng on the projeft upon what waa 
tcrm^ed a reduced plan. He faid, in fpeaking in a Commit- 
tee tp matters of that nature^ i^a;ters t^at were in fome ibrt 
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matters of thcfory and fpcculation, no member ofParfia-' 

mcnt could be cxpcfled to deliver his opinions with the pre-. 

eifion and accuracy of a witnefi. He ftated fatther, that 

the plan of fortifications that had fome years* fince Been 

commenced, was originally projeftcd by the iate Lieutenant 

General of the Ordnance ; but that* the lale Mafter Generat 

had, on many, occafiohs, declared his difapprobation of the 

idea.. Mr. Courteaay concluded with moyfitagf by way of , 

amendmenr, ToMeave out all the words, "from His Ma- 

" jcfty," arid^to infert, ** And an cftimate of the cxpcnce 

** of foch military barracks and fortifications, diftinguifliing 

** fuch works and fortifications, and the fituation where 

*^ Ihey arc propofed to be eroded, to complctethe defence--" ^ 

Mr. James Luttrell objefted to the amendment, bccaufe he Mr. jamei * 
th^qght as the difference of opinion was confined to the for- ^»"«**- 
tificaiion^ of Portfmouth and Plymouth, it were better to, 
confine the motion precifely to thofe fortifications. Mr, 
LqtfcrcU defended the Duke of Richmond for carrying 00 the^ 
fortifications, by reminding the Houfe, that, duricrg the laft! 
w^r^ we had the naval force of France, Spain, and Holland 
lit fca, a circiimflance that cottld not but wholly engage tho. 
attention of the Britifh fleets, and therefore as a neccflity 
for our fending the greateft part of the navy far from our. 
coafts plight arife, it was highly neceflary that fome internal 
defence (hould be provided, in order to repel any attempt at . 
an invaiion. He faid he hoped this couatry never would 
again have fo many maritime power^ to contend with at 
once ; but furely the noble Duke defervcd credit for his cp- ^ 
deavours to provide againft an exigency that was by no 
means.out pf poifibility. 

Mr. Hujfey fupportcd the amendment, declaring freely Mr.Hofley^ 
that be was an enemy to fortification^ and thought the beft 
defence of the ifland was her navy, to which Parliament 
ougl^t, ip his opinion, to pay tbe gfeateft attention. Mr. 
Hu^ey faidji it made no difference whether gentlemen - 
thought the fortifications toow carrying on would coft 
50Q,00q1. or a million and a half. They were difputing 
about what it was not in the power of money to puixhafe, 
and therefore it mattered not at what nominal i'um it was 
flated, that the fortifications could be coniplejted. He re- 
minded the Houfe, that a few years fince they had been told, 
about fixty oV feventy thoufand pounds would be fufficient to 
jpgoiplete {be fortifications i wb^reas^ if they looked to the 

Journa^l^, 
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joolratlt, getUtmen would fee that Parliament had already 
', granted 400»oool. and upi^ards towards them. 

A defiiltory coiiver(ati<>n took place between Mr. Luttrelli 
Mr» HoMiwortb, Mr. Baftard, Mr. Rolle, Mr. Hufiey, 
Mr. Courtenay, and others ; t>ut at length the que£don was 
f ttt^ and the Hoiilp divided, 

Ayes (for the original motion) 31 
Noes • ^ • 21 

Majority * • xo 

'^ February a8. 

Bfr. P^s. Mr. fox fatd the Houfc was well acquainted with the motioi 
^ * which he was now about to ftate. The public was alio ap- 

prifed in fome meafure of its intent and confequences. Whe- 
lAier the papers he meant to call for would be granted or not, 
lie would not determine ; but it was pretty obvious liow the 
denidl would be reliflied by the people in general. It feemed 
to be a maxim with his Majefty's Minifters to grant no (pe- 
des of information which the Houfe had any right or reaibn 
for urging. An honourable friend of his had moved for a 
letter, in which it was roundly aiTerted, or rather avowed, 
that a conduA had been lately preferred by the Company's 
fervants abroad, which was in direft defiance to all the ads 
of Parliament M?hich had been 'ehafted on the fubjcft. Here 
was not only a grofs violation 0/ the Legiflature's order, but 
an unequivocal avowal of that violation. When, therefore, 
a paper of fbch an extraordinary tendency was thus formally 
' demanded, his Ma^efty's fervants would not grant it for this 
fimple reaibn, That the fubftance of that letter was ftill un- 
der the confidcration of the Board of Control. Whatever 
weight this might have with the Houfe in that ioftance, it 
could h^ve none in this.^ For the obje6f of his motion was 
Ipecifically different, as it regarded papers, which recorded not 
any thing under contemplation, but that which was finilhed 
and complete. He augured ill of the Board of Control, -from 
the moment they appeared thus peclillarly fhy of their com- 
munications ; and every ill omen which had prefented itfclf 
to his mind, their conduft had literally juftified. Why this 
averfion to fubroit their aftions to the infpeftion of their 
countrymen? Why thus treat the Houfe, who had treated 
ihem with fo much diftinftion, as to place the whole of this 
truft uncondrtionally in them ? Did fuch a proceeding tend 
to conciliate attachment, or promote cohfidcace I Or, was 

it 
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it not nataral to all faoneft men, from the afpeft wBieh 
marked the whole of their condudl, that fomethmg was 
wrong, or at leaft doubtful ? Why no intelligence df ^nf 
kind whatever, relating to the ftate of a country fo retnote^ 
and fb momentous to the Britilh empire, Iranfptred by the 
fpccch from the Throne, had a very odd, and a very fufpi- 
cious appearance. But it marked ftrongly the tenor of con* 
daft adopted by the Board uf Control, and the fervants of the 
Crown. How fuch a mode of fccreting from, the nation aa 
objeft thus important, would fuit the humonr of the Houfe^ 
he would not pretend to fay ; but he faw it would produce 
infinite trouble to individuals, as well as much generalTpecu- 
lation. Within th'efe few years the public attention had been 
naturally and much turned to the affairs of India; thefe were ^ 

fo involved with thofe of Great Britain, that whoever felt aft 
intcreft in the former, could not regard the latter with in-» 
difference ; therefore, in confequence of this general curiofity 
and interift, three different plans had been propofed for the 
better regulating the affairs of India, Thefe he fpeciiied at 
having Mr Dundas, Mr. Pitt, and himfelf, for their re* 
fpefti vc authors. That propofed by the right hoz^ourable the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer only had received the fandion 
of the Legiilature. But he mentioned thefe only, to remark 
this clrcumftance to the Houfe, that materially as all did 
differ rn mofl of the topics, and chieflv in the principle to 
which tKcy were diredlcd, yet oh the fuojeft of the Nabob ef 
Arcot'^s debts, they fo far coincided as to exprefs almoft the - 
fame language, the fame ideas. The provifion in the bill 
brought in by the right honourable the Chancellor of the , 
Exchequer, provided, that whatever debts were due 
to tthe fervants of the Company by any of the Indian 
Princes, (hould be invefligated, and made an obje£k of « 
fpecial inquiry, prior to any flep whatever being takei^ 
to effeA payment. The whole provifion to this purpofe was 
highly meriting the attention of the Houie. He then faid, 
that the motion he was now about to uree, went to a direft ' 
crimination of the new Board of Coromimoners, as acting ia 
flat oppofition to the late aft of Parliament, which, in. this 
inftance, at leafl, whatever otherwife he might think of the 
bill, was wife and unexceptionable. It was calculated to put 
a check where it was mofl wanted, and where it would cer- 
tainly operate to mofl advantage. He did npt think it necef- 
fary to ftate for the information of thofe who knew the hiftory 
of Indidj what however would furprife thofe who did not. 

Nothing 
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Norhkig was roore common, than for many perfbns who left 
tbU country., when neither in a condition to borrow great 
fums nor lend them, on their arrival in India, to become all 
at once creditors to the firft Princes in that country,' and that 
to a very cooGdefiible amount. This well-known faEt would 
naturally lead to manyi conjectures. This much, at leaft, 
was'obvious.and indifputable ; that fuch pecuniary oblige* 
tJons could not take place, but on fuppofition, that fome ler- 
•vices were, thus hired, whfch it was not the fafhion or con- 
venient to own*. He next went into a ilatcment of the Na- 
.bob of Arcot's debt, with a view, by illuftrating the feyeral 
^articles ofwbieh.it confided, feparately to fbew which of 
^ tthefe wer^ ihoft intitled to immediate payment. This he 
contended was in perfect conformity to the Ipirit of the hite 
.a£t, which inflituted that inquiry fhould precede payment. 
J\.nd wliatever fnould be the fate of the prcfent motion, or 
the complaifance of the Minifter to the requifition, and i\ie 
•neceflity of the Houfe with refpe£^ to the information re-» 
•quired, he was happy, as^ he trufted every member who 
.wifhed well to the Public would-be, that a copy of the iden- 
tical papers, which he called for were before the Public, and 
thsrt Mr. Debrelt did that for the Public which the Board of 
. Control, as well a& His Majefly's Minifters, had refufcd, 
;though urged with great propriety, and from motives of ne- ' 
. ceffity, to do either for the Company or Parliament. To d 
^ this publication he referred, as containing an accurate and I 

• fyftematic view of the fubjeft. It was ^n inquiry, he faid, 
.to whicli every well-principled mind would unavoidably prefs 
:to fee whence the origin, occafion and juflice- of thofe debts 

which were due to individuals from the Nabob of Arcot. 
The Board of Direftors, as they had often done, had or- 
dered a ftria inquifition to be^made •, and from the fafts 
which (hould'« be brought forward, in confequence of that 
. inquifition, foqne plan of fettjement, or arrangement, might I 
take place. But this new Board of Control had over-ruied I 
the refoluuon of the Directors ; and in fiat defiance to what 
the Direfturs had thus formally enafted, refolve forthwith lo 
admit the elaims, which were at.befl fufpicious, or unknown, 
to fuperfede thofe which were known and valid. This was 

• the' great queftion to which he begged the attention of the 
Houfe, as not only what he fhould farther flate, but alto to 

. the various papers which he Qioutd read on the fubje£t. It 

• was a circumftance which could hardly efcape the attention of , 
. the Houfe, that many of thefe debts bore date from the time 

when 
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when the Prcfidcndy of Madras entered the Carnatic by an^ 
army, and attacked the kingdom of Tanjore, as it w^ well^ 
known, at the exprefs inftance of the. Nabob of Arcot ; he 
defired this fa£k might be ferioufly confldered ; he defifed that 
it might be toupled with a variety of things which had fince 
taken place, and efpecially with the order of the new Board 
cifCommiflioners, which his motion was intended to bring 
under the cognizance of the Public and of the Houfe. It 
bad always appeared to him, aild he had always ilated it as 
one of the greateft preventives to the authority of the direc- 
tion operating with dignity and effed, that the fervants had, 
by peculation and intrigue, acquired a fovereignty over their 
mailers. ' Here then was the fame dreadfiil and prevailing 
evil ftill predominatmg; and this sidditional Board, inftead of 
ftrengthening the old government, enfeebled it, by.relap'fing 
into the only radical flaw in the original conftitution ; for he 
was aware no man would ftand up in his place, and give fuch 
an account of thefe debts as would correfpond with principles 
of juftice between man and man. Yet fuch were the debts 
which the new Board among its firft a&s, and to the detri-^ 
ment of debts aftually due, had put in a train of payment. 
So that unlefs the Houfe of Commons, or the Legifliiture, 
interfered, and fet afide the order, it would inevitably become 
final. In urging this queftion, therefore, he was not haftily 
attacking either individuals, the Nabob of Arcd^ or the 
Commiffioners, but pleading the caufe of the Public. Th«k. 
arrangement of the debts due to individuals he felefted chiefly 
under thofe of the old, the new debts, and the debts, of the 
Company. With the firft of thefe he agreed in fubftance, 
and ihould not niake any animadverfions on that part of the 
matter. He was more peculiarly ihterefted in thofe v. hich 
were denominated the new confolidateAdebt, and the p:ei:eh-^ 
fions on which the payment of them, was demanded. He 
concurred with all who had given any deliberation :o the 
fiibjeft, in thinking fomething doubtful or unaccountable in 
the accruing of them. He mentioned the Direftors and the 
Board of Coihmiflioners particularly, as holding the fame 
language; it ftruck him forcibly that, aftetftating their rea* 
fons for hefitating on the matter with great plaufibility, and 
laying down a variety of premifes, which led to quite anop- 
pofite conclufion, > they came all at once to the abfurd, or at 
leaft moft unexposed one, i^ich he trufted thif Houfe would 
r^robate. Thry dlowed that thofe debt^ were not recom*- 
sounded by the {aa]|e forcible reafons, which operated in the 
VouXVn/ Qjl V ©the? 
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oiher cafe. TKej owned thfemfelvbs much at a lofs condtrh^' 
ing their authehticity. .They ftated ftrc«ag diflikej as if trti%:' 
cktotted it from thc'tTi, xThenever thefc tlcbts tvfefe.Ai^nti'orted*; 
biit what would \he Houfe expes!t ih5u!d be the teftxlt bf kfll' 
this? That they cfiiifL^quently iricliried 16 <}efer'fhe fcWle-^ 
riient of debts thu^ hypothetical ohlyj till ftich Js^ Wiirdltet"^ 
could be fully Tind fatisfaaonly ditch orged. ^f§, bhtl itiight 
imagine, would have ho^n the cdnclufion 'df titeir "fiatenieaU 
But it was quite the reverfe. They o'rdereil IndifbrittiJhite' 
payment of all. The motive? tot' fUch a 4^(iffi6n *t<^re fm- 
g'ular ai;id various. On'e^ivas^ that the Nabob's debts bie'tio 
longer kept a-float. But how ^ouM thfs difchailge preyiiit 
that coiifequence, he was at a lots tb c6hcei\re., Hc5t\/€f^er,. 

. he owned himfelf ftruck by what^^follbws : ^^ When v^ tdti- ' 
** fider how much the firiaf conqfilfibn ^f ' this ^ Mflh^fs Will 
^^ tend to promote tranquillity, credit, and '^ii'cularibn ijf 
*' property in the Ciarhatic :*' All this he perfeftly under- 
fiood. It was precifely in th^ fpirit of the geneVil chiifad^er 
which had diftinguifhed the conduft of the Comp^y^S fer- 
vants in the Afiatic fettlements. This order would hatiiraffy 
prove to them faiisfa<5tory, confequently promote trariquitlity. 
It would have a fimilar efFeft, he pfefutned, on circulatioh, 
in the Carnatic, as ft would take out of the Nabob's pocket, 
and put into that of the Company's fervants. They added, 
*' When v/e conflder that the debtor concurs with the credi- 
"^^ tor in efcablilhing the juftice of thefe debts torifolidatcdtn 
*^ the year 1777, into grofs fums, for which bonds Were 
^^ given, liable t;o be transferred, different from the original 
^^ creditors.'^ On this it was concluded, that ho good can 
i^efuit from an unlimited inveftigation. This was difpatchirig' 
th6 wifdom of the Legiflature in a very fummary way, as it 
was faying in efFedl— 7We know the a"6b of Parliament fays ^ 
fo and.fo ; but this alfo we know, that the prjDvifion! is ufe- 
lefs and .un4fieceiTary. At the fame time they brder that com- 

^ pkiints which they limit, be admitted, tlj^fe are direfied to 
originate only widi the Nabob liiiiifelf, or fuchof his other 
creditors, as by tb^ arrangement may deem them felves in- 
jured. Thefe were fubftantial . reafons rn abundance,, which 
5V0«ld always render the Nabob's complaints fdfflcienlfy ac- 
compodatmg, not to create any alarni or "uneafihefs what-] 
ever; but the creditor which w^s moflvinjdred, and Vhich 
jiad aiShiaUy preferred her gprn plaint, was the'Eaft-Tndia 
Company. Her cafe was well known to the Public, and cf- ' 
specially to ' eVery indrndual whb" Kid faaade ' her • iffalrs . arij 

' *" '' ' "pbjeoi 
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objecjl of hji^ alJiSntion ; aod he. virtyally barred tb^ clainj of 
thefc debts, even fuppofing it valid. 

' This was the purport of the motion, to imprefe the Houfe 
.with the* abfurdity ajiB injuftipe of the preference which had 
.^cn givpa to private, where public intereft was fo notorioys 
.and urgent. He then ftated the confequences of this falfe 
.ilep; it went to an implicit acquiefcjence with all the fr^udu- 
Jent cbn4wS^ which had brought fo much dilgrace upon this 
country In that part of the world : he would not impute any 
.bad intention to the gentlemen of the Board; but the decifion 
which, on this very preilii:^g matter, |wd been come into, 
illled him -with aftoniflbjtnent and concern : he knew not ho)v 
%Q acpoimt for it ; but it would undoubtedly be confiderod 
ab^P^d A^^couraging aodpatronifingall'tholf ipal-pradlicfs 
^md peculations for whipU the fervants of the Company haye 
\^^ io jnuch .blamed. It d.id not adopt the m*'ixim in to 
fiiany words, b«t, howcyer, indulged the principle : it woui4 
prove the trpth pf his pbfervatjons by its future operations, 
;as it would furnifh a "precedent to men of a o^ertain defcrip- 
.tipi}, which \yould have all the force of a ftatute, and v^ich 
it would not be very eafy for apy Board of Direction or Cbn* 
trbl henceforth to difpute. Such, he faid, were the conte- 
jqi^cnces which thi? inaufpicious nieafure, both for India and 
Qj;eaf Britain, feemed calculated to eifeft ; it therefore feem- 
J0l, in his mind, a very proper fuhjeft for the interference of 
khe Houfe; it was ^n inftance which plainly fliewed how 
wifely the power of cognizance yras lodged by t^ Cpnftitu- 
^on in thye Houfe of Copipons. 

Concerning that part which refpecSed the crop of 1775, 
it was evident that Ihe Rajah of T^njore paid the^ Nabob of 
Afcot the arrears aiid the tribute, with the intereft due 
.thereon; but it was a matter of jufiice, that the man who 
jfowed fhould Je^ or that he fhould have the profits of his 
jQWi^ harveft. The right honourable gentleman then entered 
agaifi on .the firll.topic of his i^rgument, and added a farther 
.obfervation on the debts of the Nabob of Arcot. H« fai^, 
.that the fadion, though fpmetimes fupported by the 1 ^irec- 
jto^s, and fometimes by the Proprietors, yet ftill -kept up 
^eif friendfliip for him ; perhaps it might be their feor of 
tim, or- of the fervants in Indijl ; for it was clearly evident, 
jthat the orders of the Company we^re never enforced, and 
jthat the culprits were not brought to juftice, even by the - 
jnoA facStiOus of the Proprietors, or the moft daring of the 
jPiredtors; ^Knor A4 fi^^Y attempt «i have any leg^ authority 

Q^% 2 * ^ whatr 
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whatfoever, undef which it was their duty to aft,. Tbo 
iBoard of Control was now fufpedled, and there were certain 
papers in the pofleffion of His Maj^fty's Minifter$, which 
could either bring home the criminality, or exculpate thofo 
fufpefted perfons. The point thus lying between the Di- 
re(ftors and the Board> it was certainly become an eafy ip^t- 
ter for Goveuiment to prove to the Houfe whether thofo' 
charges were founded in falfehood or in truth, and whether 
the'fpirit f^tlie aft of Parliament had been attended to, and 
its letter dWyed'. It was in fadl the only mode by which the 
Legiflature could arrive at an authenticated informatioHi, 
'whether thofe into whofe b^nds they had given tlie bufiriefe 
of India had betrayed their truft or not. It was the duty o€ 
the Houfe to watch thofe fervants whom they had employed, 

' and to judge of the meafures whigh w^re adopted by the trurt 
they produced, as it was evident that npthrng but the moft^ 
-eiFeftual -and coercive afts wouM tend to do any fervlce in 
India. The gentlemen in adminiftration knew this to be the 
faft, and they confefled it when their bill was brought |nto 
Parliament. He begged, therefore, of the right honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Dprid^s) to come forward and defend hh 
meafures, on producing the papers called for* But he trufted 
that, as the fubje£t was a matter of confec^ucnce to the 
kingdom, he fhould not be anfwered by invedlive, ;md told, 
^* that which you have done is worfe than what we havci 

. ** done.* He requefted the Houfe to confider, that if hrs 
bill had ^ny merit, which could not be controverted even by 
Ibphiilry itfelf, it was thjs merit of making the Houfe judges 
in all cafes, and hiding no tranftiEtiop whatever from the view 
of the Public : this undoubtedly w^s, and in the end it would 
b« found fo, the only way of truly governing the people of 
India. Darknefs was the fhelter under which all the iniqui- 
ties of the fervants of the Company \yere hid; andtomake 
vifible the conduft was the true method of correfting their 
vice's, and doing juftice to the. Public. A detail of India 
bufinefs, it was true, came but with a bad profpedl of atten* 
lion at prefent. Men's minds were t^en up oq iquch more 
important fubjefts. Their deareft interefts, their tQoft va- 
' luable privileges were |iow at ilake, and engroffed tliei? 
principal thoughts ; but ftill it mull hp recollcfted^ that 
India, thqugh removed at a great diftance, yet, in its pre- 
fent ftate, arid from the late alarming accounts of the fyftem 
of plunder, peculation, and refiftance to legiflative auth.Qr 
|ity continuing, it becanoie rc<]julfite to ftate the cafe to Par- 
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Kamenty' and to call their attention to ,a matter of impor* 
tance. If the papers, vrhich he ihould call for, were pro- 
duced, he pledged himfelf not td fhrink from the inquiry^ 
and that he would fo far do juftice to the Public, to the Di- 
reftors, to the Board of Control, to His Majefty's Mini* 
! fters, add to the fervants of the Company, as to obtain from 
I the Houfe a decifion which fliould either exculpate or crimi- 
I nate. Should it prove an acquitt:^!, then all the glory, and 
j let therta ^have. it, would be to the framers of the late bill; 
I and firrely if the inquiry was not dreaded, the motion he in- 
tended to make would be acceded to.* There was a large af- 
I rear of authentic intelligence due to the Houfe, and the Piib- 
[ lie looked for it ; they looked for it, becaufe a kind of jea- 
I loufy arofe on accQunt of the many eager, warm, anxtous^ 
[ and zealous fupporters of the fervants of the Company in 
India, who fat in Parliament. But this phalanx did not dc* 
ter hinj, nor was he afraid of the prefent Houfe of Com- 
mons. Five hundred and fifty-eight gentlemen would not 
be ueaf to reafon, nor ftiut their eyes and their ears to truth. 
They would liften to the voice of truth ; they had done fo on 
a late occafion, and l>e had no fear« for their determination 
on the prefent. However partial they might be to the gene- 
ral politics of the Miniiier, yet, on particular occwons^ 
(hey would not fail tq recollefi that they were the i«piefen- 
tatives of the People. He agaih repeated his intre^ties that 
Minifterr would open their minds, judge by the merits of the 
cafe, and therefore not withhold that information from the 
Houle, which it was fo very requifite the Houfe fhould have. 
There wis a connexion between the public revenue of thit 
country and the India Company, which bound us in fuch a 
manner to pay their debts, that cqmmon honcfty required 
Minifters not to deny thofe papers, which were heccflary to . 
prove what had been done in cpnfdquence of the a<fl pafleo iq 
the laft feffion of Parliament. He hegged that the Houfe 
would look to the debt of two millions and a half, due tp 
the Bombay Prefidency, which at prefent was not put into 
any mode of payment, and the bonds in confequence were fo 
reduced, that they fold at 60I. per cent, difcount ; diftridts 
indeed had been given as fecurity, but thofe diftrifls, by the 
hand of power, were taken away, and the claim of a num- 
ber of fuipicious private creditors were preferred to the pub- 
lic debt, againft which there was not any proof whatfoever^ 
nor even the fmalleft idea of fraud; this furely was a moft 
ierious oHJfcd of inquiry ; and it was a matter which he ' ^ 

wiihei 
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wlb«4 t^ whole Court of Diredors to hear. ' The Chair- 
xoaHy^hc^bfierved, was behind him, and it made him h^ppy 
|o find l>iRi. there, becaufe he co¥ld give his opinion whether 

. he thpiaghl this new Board of Control had a<3;ed with fide- 

. li/ty ofr not, to that, truft which the Honfe had fo ponfiden- 
tiaily committed to tlieir care. Matters pf accounts could 
not be piade too public ; and this w.as an apiiorifpi well 
l&npwn to the Houfe. There were two purpoie^ to which 
his motion tendpd, an,d he wiftied the Hojuije tp 90jifider. 
them well— ^ The crimination of the Board of Control, or 
ap amendpient of the adl of iParliament. He then iQoved^ 
. <* That the proper officer do lay before the Houle all co- 
5^ pie« and extrafts of letters and orders from the Cxinrt of 
** Direftors to the Company's fervants in India* iq purfu<* 
<^ ance of the inj^unftions contained in the ^Txh, and 38th 
5^ ciaufes of the a6l, pafled in the lafl feffion of* Parliament, 
5' for the better regulation of India*" 
>*K,Fx«n- Mr. Francis faid, he rofe to fecond th6 motioQ, but that 
««•. jt wa|S neither fafe nor neceflai-y for him to travel oyer the 

ground taken by Mr. Fox ; tlie obfervations, therefore, that 
?¥ere left to him, were not likely to talge up muc^ time. 

. The firft obje<9: that prefepted itfelf in this bufinefs w^s not, 
he (aid, the tranfaftion jtfelf, nor the merits pf the difyute^ 
between the Directors and the CommiiBoners, as th|5 diftri- 
butjon of power, which was the fource pf the difpQte, laiJ 
the foundation of others without eqd. He rei^inded the 
Jloufe, tfiat he had foretold the confequence of dividing the 
power of the Company between two Boards, but faid, it did 
not reouire any extraordinary talent at prediflion, to ibrecel 
the canfequences of fuch an inftitution. The cQmnon efr 

• i^ of claihing powers were oppofition and coui^teradlion; 
tKus they faw as fbon as the Diredlors had begun to suSt^ the 
Co^miilioners counteraded ; and a£kion on tW part d the 
DkeAon produced countera6Uon on that of the Goauuif- 
fioners ; the confequence wag, 9rders had been at lai^ fent to 
India, figned with the names of twepity-foux mefo^ whofe 

• , fentiments were known to be directly the i;everfiB; whaX 
<;ouId fiuch ^ circumftance produce bi|t lionteippt i^id dilbhe- 
^dience abroad ? What Mn Fox had fli^htly touched upon, 
Mr. Francis faid, be confidered as of very greait importance^ 
and that was the matter of fa(ft that the two' points in quef- 
ti6n were fpecially and exclufively referred tp the Court of 
Diredlors by the 37th and 38th ciaufes of the aift. They 
w:erej he obferve^ queftioas of right ja^^ 2POf^y> ^^^ 

' matter* 
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matters oF revenue, or civil or military govemttierit. Tho* 
Cominiffiohers had no jurifcli<^i6n over them, neither ct5n- 
curreht nor appellant, tut had aflumed a power agamft la\v. 
. which they had excrcifed againft juftice. Admitting, how- 
ever, that ah appeal v^ould have lain, no appellant jurifdic-. . 
tion, Mr. F^ricis faid, cbiild aft, tmtil ah appeal was made , 

to them from one of the parties. Whereas theT^omtniffionets' 
have aSed as if the original jurifdi£tion was in them, and as' 
if the 'Court of Direftors had hone at all. Having made 
this refriafkj he declared lit would come direcSlv to the point,^ 
as he did no^t mean to difcufs the whole merit of the tranfac- 
tion, tmt merely to ftate enough of it to lliew It&impOr- 
tance^. and to engage the Houfe to call for Jthe papers* 
With^r^rd fo the dehtof 176), he would pafs that by, 
and gcmnne Tiimfel^ fo the cavalry loan, and to the deht of 
1777; .{h^re debts were, he faid, -at leaft of a queftionitbte 
nature. Parliameht, the Court of Diredlors, and the CoiHr- 
miffi6riers, were all agreed in faying, that they were fo ; yet 
they haVe been all pafed without any queftioh at all ; in' 
other' wfer3s, a very queftiohable debt of near two millions 
and a "half had been ordered to be paid with as much facility 
and indifference as if it were a perfedl trifle. Indeed the deb^ 
was . much worfe than queftiohable; it was fiifpicious anit 
fraudulent, and it had been repeatedly ftamped with the 
woytl interpl*etatibns. The'Commiflioners of Control them- 
felves,. ih 'their letter to the Diredlors, of the 15th of Ofto- 
ber lafi, fay, ** The debts of 1777 do not certainly ftand in 
** the lame light. They were contra6ted without any au- 
" thority frbm the Company ; Were confolidated in no re- 
** fpeS'under th«ir fah<9:ion, and have never been recognifdd ^ 
« by them." The Diredorsjin their letter of Aptil 17^ 
i7'7D, lay, *^^ It is our exprefs command that you imtpedi- 
" ately and utterly difavow, on the part of the Company, 
" all ajid every fecurity which jnay have been given to 
*^ Miaflrs. Tayl(5r, &c. The loan, if aftually made, was a 
f^ direZJ: breach of our orders." Sir Thomas Rumbold, in 
his letter to the DireiSlofs, dated Fort St. George, March 
15, i778,.fpeaking.of the cavalry loan, 'fays, " Whether 
I* it Was applied to fo good a purpdfe or not, I cannot fay." 
*^^..H6w fhall I paint to you my aftoniflmient when I wais 
'** informed, that, independent of thefe four lacks of pa- 
^ godas, independent of* the Nabob's debt to his old credi-' 
" tors, arid the mphey'i^ue to the Company, he had cpn- 
« tfaiJCed a debr'tb "the enormous amount of* llxty-th'rfec 
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. ** lacks of pagodas. I mention this circumftanee to you 
** with -horror. It is, in my mii^, the moft venal of all 
*^ proceedings, to give the Company's prote£lion to debts 
*^ that cannot bear the light." 

The Nabob alfo, Mr, Francis faid, in his letter to Sir 
Thomas Rumboldj dated the 24th of March, 1779, had 
thefe words : — 

** Two yeafs are nearly expired fince that time, but Mr. 
^ Taylor has not yet entirely difcharged the arrears of thofc 
*' troops, and I am obliged to continue their pay from that 
«< time till this,** 

Exclufive of thefe compients on the^ cavalry loan, and 
tlxat of 1777, Mr. Francis obfervcd, that Mr, Haftings 
Iiad orderol twenty-five per cent, to be cut off firom the 
transferable debts, and no interefl to be paid cm the princi- 
pal. The authority of Mr. Haftings was, he faid, of great 
weight in the fcal^ againft the creditors, fince it. was not 
likely that he would offend them if the cafe were not grofs I 
Vxi flagrant. It had not been his policy to ofiend indivi* 
duals U>r the fake of the Public. But rarliament^ it was 
plain, fuppofed an inquiry into the debts of the Nabob ne- 
jceflary, und accordingly they ordered the Court of Direc- 
- tors to take into tlieij confideration the origin and juftice of | 
the faid demands. On the principles there laid down by; 
parliament, the Diref^ors had proceeded and giren proper 
orders. The Commiflioners oppofed thdir opinions, not.only 
to the Dire<5lors, but to the authority of Parliament itfelf, 
and had ordered the whole of the debts, the doubtful aoid 
fraudulent, as well as the good debts, to be peremptorily 
p^d without inquiry. This was, hfi>fai4, an itoimption of 
difcretional power, that they were not legally iovefted with, 
jmd if they had been fo, they would haveiiiade a wrong trfe 
of it. Here Mr. Francis introduced feveral fhort remarks on 
the nature of fuch a flretch of authority ; he afcribed it to 
oflehtatioii and want of modefty,' obferving qt^ipdam caufa 
modeftiam deJideranU He alfo fairly told the other fide of 
the.Houfe, that their perfonal charadters were more endan- 
gered than they perhaps imagined, for that rumours were 
abroad, that there was a colluiion between the Board of 
Control and the creditors of the Nabob : he faid a few words 
on the bad confequence of affording caufe for the /Circulation 
of any fuch rumours, and at lengt|i he returned to the confi- 
fleration of the adl of the laft feffion, which he faid he confi- 
jjered as the fource of the matter of complaint made the 

• fobjca 
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fubjeA of t&e debate. His principal bbje^lon to the ad^ h# 
fi&ted tcr^be, that it introduced new principles into the law 
and Conftitntion of England. That, for the trial of of* 
fenced committed in India, a High Comn^iffion Court was 
eftablifhed, without the intervention of a jury ; and now, 
another principle, foreign to the fpirit of this Englifh lawft 
and Jurisprudence, that a tribunal may exift, (for the trial 
i^ a mere queftion of property between party and party, a 
mere matter of debt and credit) in which the trial fhall pro^ 
ceed, :ind the award be given januis claufis was introduced. 
He added, that principles and innovations, fuch as thefej 
ihould have been refifted at their outfet, and not fufiered to 
gain ground ; that he would not give fuch principles a point 
to ftand on, left, having once gained a footing, they might 
gradually gather ftrength^ and on that footmg, and with 
that ftrengdi, might fooner or later ihake our whold political 
eftablifhment to the ground. 

Mr. Dumlns ihid, ftanding in the particular (ituation iil Mr. 0«iii 
which he had the honour to ftand, the Houfe, he prefumed, ^ 
would tiaturallv expeA to hear fomething from him. The 
ri^^ltt honourable gentleman had ftated, that he moved for the 
pa^s in queftion with a direA view to crimination ; fuch a 
view, he was restdy to admit, was a very good parliamentary ^ 
ground fer any motion of the kind ; but when he admitted 
dius much, hemuft alfo obferve, that it was incumbent on 
the right honourable gentleman to fliew, in a manner fatis- 
ftJSt^ij to the Houfe, that there was a caufe for crimination^ 
and to ftate the hSt% that led him to form that judgetnent, 
fo as to induce the Houfe to go along with him in opinion, 
and to order the papers now called for. The Houfe had 
heatd thd fight honourable gentleman's argument, and thej^ 
hid obferved on what ailertions he refted his charee ; he 
would endeavour to go through the principal of thote afler^* 
tioos, and as he proceeded he would accompany them with 
obfefvations tending either to refute or to explain every one 
of tiiem. When he fliould have concluded what he had to 
fay, the Houfe would be in po&ffion both of the charge and 
tlie reply to that charge, and it would then be' in their powet 
to decide how far the charge was founded, and how &r the 
Boafd of Controt was crimmal or. not. He begeed, ther^ 
fore, to be underftood as rifing to ai(k no favour of any man; 
be defired to be watched with an eye of jealoufy ; he knew he 
fpoke in the hearing of foifie who might be prejudiced; hi^ 
txpefted little candour from manvi (ut4irfaad a right to de« 

ToL,XVIL Rr • mand 
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5:)j(;. fubfqryiqncy io the. Coj^rt of PireifltaM, T)^ fo^.bqldiiig. 
^ qoftduia 4ire<&Iy the, K^yJS^^^ h^j hoped jtll^,jj^jjw^ 

fltobf be©^ UkeA. Though th^grqiud.oTatt^l^^^ to^jl^er^ 
haA %3ri chan&e(L th& fe^Y^r&X or|li^,ahufc. w^i^ 
f.d'5 kft y/e^ the, BqarA' v^.apcj^I^^^jfhWpg'fi^S*^ ^^ 
the part of the Court of Direftc^?^. ^c^Tq^qg^ tli^ 

; tpodpd Jji the* l^pgth Qf: InfliJW a:pa 'tli^.^JRij^9a^ 
, tinman ha4] tJiPi^htj^rcy^- tp.^mj \i,^ to^^hg fi^^,CBi|t5^l 
4iir,e£f i <Jefig|:i.tJ).engoui;^f^ ^JFW^^P^sJ^i^^W 
X;uj»tioin. in tte:CowB^y.s,/errvafifs,akftt^ ,;.|l9W jfri tjt^ 
ta?-: :vfte4ticu a„.i5^mie^ U^hj^ ty ??^p-%^t »n^^o,%^ 






btfiAijd. the Txi^mmt iii,whkli the^if ■ W^Sft^4.-¥i^h^^i^^M^,^^ 
raptives that 'indvi^ei tliein. tp. ailopt, tj^ip Jtiifc,Qfc^jR9ndjj^ ^^ 
. tUqy had adpfjtnd>^ A^^ *^P .^jdiunji to t^f Hff JW^^vM'V 
I)u;ida5 proceeded ta ex^nwieriw tp. co9ti;ofyQi?tjti|%j4i]SPWff< 
pactions I^id.dpwa by.Mju tox;^' .Ir>,rff<5>;cinj^tp4^$^vecal 
bills th^t had.bfcn hraugbt iq Q^.tt^XwUi^oTelj?^ 
oew. fyilein.of GQy^rnni.emJfox, Indw^'tjie»,rigl^.^hoiiii|)i|F^^ 
gpntkm^n,. be;faid» h^d. truly- ll^^y. tiiat u^ e,>ie5g5:<»q of. 
them the, faaxe defue tp l^vuEd^th^.deJ)|s.ot &^.^ 
^cpt^w.a^ jhaQifefted, :thpj^gh.not,ia.each oft thj? tl^jae^.hillS' 
pn^cifely. ii?, tfaje. fape, terms^ V^fi:in*>quotinft t^.b^ tk^ 

th^iU. correct,, J\jIj:^.D^r>d^s. lxeo5,^ad adia^e fronvt^-own 
bill mjuflifi^tion of this afl^r^p.,;, he. ne?^ $]^3^^-.m^ 
th?. word^.of. the 37th.cIaufq,of.,the a<a;,ofc;th«^Jai(liyqfe 14 
prjg^ tbsit-.th^ "Epard.had. not^exceeded it^.i^Wfr%> W 1^ 
4Qe;d* AriSlj- witbiu; the. m^apipg jfr, the; - %uitQ^^ He- fal^i 
the Court or.Jt)he(lors. ^^eye,cp^JmalHled,t» t^0tii>|T>«tbeir 
cpQf;dc;i:^igiV t]^^e^i;igki.and';ju;^iceHof. th^.dJ^p^^HMA.thtt 
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^JiSdb df A^-eeyt, as fkr as the tnateriak thtey are in poHfeffixjn 
of ikall enitWe them fo t© d6. Th^.clear confttuftion of' 
wtftCh WflS5 thtLt they were to proceed forthwith to confidel: 
fuch demands as th^ materials in theit pofleffion ertabled 
th^^ih to cbiifider. This theyhati done, and nomorfc. Thfe 
letters iifld obrrcfpcfndence in the Gomp2tny*s books jit the In* 
ivi iiodki mi iiVajIety ef oiher 4atJi, afforded as ^tiU ii^j- 
{brmatibO'dpon the ftfbjeft of th* debt of 1767,. df the ca- 
vaTry debt, arid of thfe ebafolidiited 4ebt t>{ 15/77, ^s thi 
Cotitt bf DireiftoriS «Md expetjl to rfeetiv* ; ahd the ar*- i 

rang^ment that the Board of Oouttt)! had oideiej, was that 
whichf appeard to them to be tile atfangthlenr of all otheri 
the mofr fair and juft to- aB.thc^ paitiesi. With regard to the * 
intaltdif y. of the different debts, ."be* would enter into fome 
difcufiSow. Th§4ebt of 1767 wa$ incurred by this tfteans; 
the Nabob being in debt to the Company, and in the gfeateft 
diftr^fi,pti8l!€ly advertifed to, borrow money at a high inte- 
teftj the confeqiience .was^ a confiderable deal of money wife 
lent hitft, fome at thirty, thirty-five, ' and thirty-fix get 
cent; intereft, and "by way of fectsrity, the N^bob gave thfe 
fenders aflSgnments upon hiaf territorial revenues ; it appearift'|; 
sdfterwafds thiat the lender^ ^re chiefly Bfitilh fubjeSs, an 
order t*^as ieht eut by the Court of -Dire6iots to loWer att 
thevintereftta temper cent. This was, at the time, greatly 
conij^feined of by fome of the« Nabob's creditors^ ftatift^ 
that tlfey.therisfelves liaid Borro%ved the rtioney they leht to 
the Nabt* iat s much higher' intereft than tefi pef ceni. 
'The ottlfer -Hoyviever was put hr forcrf, and tiie intereit reduce^ 
to teft per*cent. -The >vhble of the rtibney raifed by thijs >- 
loanbf 1767, Mr. Dvindas faid, was paid immediately tnto- 
the^Com^dny's treafury, and the loah at the tihie'recognife^ 
and ^rfcfitted by the Compan/; ' There ctstd^; .therefore, bfe ^ 
no fufpicion entertained about the" vdrdity <>f^ ;thkt d^bi^, 
Having'ftatedaill the particulars^ of the debt of r,767, Mf. 
Dunda^ pmceeded to explain the cavalry d^bt, Which-.wa^ not- 
a loan, he faid, to furnifli the Nabob* wlf!i cavalry, as fome 
gentlemen imagined, but in fadl af loan had beeh advanced^ 
if" he mi^t fo (ay it, to unfofnifh him. This h^ illuf!rated 
hy -ftating, that the wife poRcy of this coifntry hvA ever 
Tooked with a jexlouseye on the military force in fat Carna- 
tiCj -and had always made it a 1^ ?, th^ the European troops 
Ikould be fuperior ^ the tr6ops:of aijy of the. native princes. 
Jn cbrtfi^ti'^nce of this ffffem, thi/ Britifli Government ^ 
ISIadraixauifid itto.fi^ftiggeflted.tOrfhe Habob; •tjiat^s'afmy 
^ - ' . Kt % was 
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, was too large, and advifed hun to diiband feur bmid]^ of 

his cavalry. The Nabob declared^ he ihould not object to 

the, propofal, were it not^ that he was fo poor, that he had 

, not' wherewithal to pay themt that they were then above ^ 

Sir in arrears, and were extremely mutinous, }iaving con- 
ed their officers on account of tl^ir not being paid* 
The Britifh Government, he faid, though it advifed the 
difbanding of the cavalry, would not lend the money neceiSiry 
to enable the Nabob to carry the meafure into execution,^ but 
fome individuals in the country ofiered to advance the fum 
wanted, provided the Eaft-India Company would be the Na- 
t>ob*s fecurity. To this at length the Company acceded, and 
^ agreed to guarantee the debt to the creditors. This matter^ 

Mr. Dun&s faid, had been canvailed agab and agatn^ and 
fome of the ableft lawyers had given it as their opinion^ that 
fo committed were the Company upon it, that an action at 
common law would lie againft them for the debt ; there could 
be no doubt, therefore, that the ($ourt of Directors were as 
fully informed refpe^ing the cavalW ^bt as they could pol^ 
£bly be. He next procec^d to difcufs the natiire of the laft 
debt, viz. the confoJidated debt of 1777, which he admitted 
was not all of it equally free from fufpicion with the debt of 
1 767, and the cavalry debt, but then he dcfired the Houfe in 
general, and particularly the Dire6lors of the Eaft-India 
Company,! to advert td the arrangement of the Board of 
Control, in order to obferve that they had done nothing more 
than allowed the creditors of 1767. to m^ their claims^ 
which claims, fo made, were to be fubjed to theobje&ioQ, 
firft, of the Nabob of Arcot, to that of the Company, and 
to tliat of the creditors in g^n<^raL And if any one claim 
was oppofed by either of the three, the objection was to be 
fent home, and the anfwer to it, for the confideration and 
decifion of the Court of DireAors and the Board of Control. 
Mr. Dundas reafoned upon this for fome time. He faid, if 
fiich a regulation Iiad not been adopted, he ihould have con- 
ceived the Board would have a<fted very imprudently. Had 
they left the creditors pf 1767 wholly unprotedled, they 
would naturally have thrown themfelves upon the piote&ion 
of the Nabob.of A|-cot, and would, he verily believed, Ijave 
. been the Jfirft orjder of creditors paid, inftcad of the laft. He 
glfo faid, that would have frrtftrated all the purpofes of the 
claufe in the aS of Parliament, by leaving the Nabob an op- 
portunity to plead in excufe for not keeping his payments to 
Ibe Company, that he was hara^ by the amplications o£ 

his 
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lus^valQ creditors. Anothar i«ifoa adduced hj hktkf ia 
juftifieatioQ of tbe Board df Control was^ that tbt Nabob 
was not the moft likely to be the perfoh who would oppo6 
wy of the claims of the creditors of 1767 ; but if any method 
were likely to induce him to oppoic any o^ them, it was the 
putting them upon the footing, upon which the arrangement 
placed them. He took notice of Mr. Pox's ^haurge againft 
the Board, .and iaid, they had feen a gentleman, a member .of 
that Hpuf^ an agent for a confiderable number of the yeaf 
2777 creditors, and another gentleman, a member of the laft' 
Parliamea^y General Smith, with whom they had diicnfi^ ' 
^bc fubje^, and the latter had produced an authentic regifter 
<)f the ddbts. He (aid ^rthex, if the Board of Control had 
damned thdir confciences, if they had been guilty of pecuhn 
tion and corruption^ it was to oblige General Smith; acir« 
cumftance of which be did not believe they fhould be greatly 
fufpeded. Hedeclat«d he fmcerely wifhed the General had 
bem a member of that Houfe, as he fhould have receive^ 
that 4ay, a good deal of material information on the fubjeftr 
of the debts. He faid, he was glad to fee an honourable 
Baronet prefent, (Sir Thomas Rumbold) as he hoped he would 
agree in all tha^ he had faid, relative to tbe debts* He todt 
notice of Mr. Francis's having read a quotation from a ktter 
writte^ by Sir Thomas to the Court of Direflors, imd. 
charged him with having read only juft as much as would 
ferve hi$ own argument, while he omitted a material part of 
the fentence, which h^ read to the Houle. He defcribed Sir 
Thomas's condu£^ in India, relative to the debts of i777» 
declaring that he had iat about an inquiry into the nature of 
the debts, and into their reafbn and juftice, d>e4noment he 
arrive4 at Madras, which he caufed to be profecnted widi 
every poffible alacrity the two firft years he was thmre, but 
the third wrote home to recommend the creditors to the care 
of the Company. He comment^ on this for a few feconds» 
but declared he acquitted Sir Thomas of every undi^ ok* miH 
worthy motive for his coodudl, which certamlj appeared ft 
little extraordinary* After havine gone through the hiftory 
i>f the debts, and expatiated upon the origin of eacfaf contend** 
ing that the greater part of them had been already fo hr re- 
cognized by the Coi^pany, in repeated orders and proceed* 
jngs, that they could mt with any fort of juJIicebe^now 
flueftioned, and after enforcing his opinion that the fu£&ring 
^ cieditors of 1777 to make their claimSstmder the limita*^ 
|ioii3 prefcribedi was the mpft probable mode of leading to a 

difcoveiy 
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^ iitcm^ty;flf (ttob'of. thofrdaiHl&as Jvem lirf: Valid ttMlj*^^ 

£dbte» h@ proGCffdpd ^> takfi.Qptks of:. Mr. Fo^« kavkig &id. 
lhat.<ke Bq^ Q(CQnt%p\ kiiffwthit tbevefistioe oF the Car« 
Qatic did'Hot amoiint tp.iiuDi» ctuor twenty lockft of •pogoci^tt^ 
8p farcir^in .kaowing. this^ h^hiii .)ie knew the ^it^ con<- 
Iraq^i j^^aew/tbat the rey^^ae- might wit^ 
^t t^ut y. ladb of |)agodaS9 axiui the confidence he mt-oa thift 
point» grew, Qutof^^ie^beft authbrity that could ioipk^'t^ia* 
&de|iQ^ vis. .the information of Lord Ma<:artney, who ktd 
been truly <tefcribed. as the hfsft iervant the Ccmipaiiy crer 
Ibnt'lo Indisi- , JLotd Macartney, had the managetnent andi 
^ .<oliedion p£ t$e jevenue, and; Ims had cblie^ed in on^ j^^i 
vponr kafing qot p{ a part only of the Clariiatic^ tweitty^fhit 
lacks of pagod^. .That year was. the £ril year alteir ihA 
comrlp^on of the war, and confequently there was every rea^ 
ion JtQ expert that the. produce -would be larger in proportion 
as the qous^ry feltthe blemogfi' of peace^ ;u|d arts ^Hid-agri* 
^Itore flc»iri^ed* Nor weve the twenty-£x iaci:'S ihb whole 
of the pipduce tfi he expeded^ ev^ £di^ the piaft yegr ; tn India^ 
m iXk.Mngli»dt ci^fiderable £amt were paid upon granting 
leafesftby.isfiiy of &ae for the new ]eafes«. Taking, tf^erefbre^ 
^e fines i»ta. the :Confidera|^aii^ as.weli 9s the teyentie dF 
the^Qtl^rrnxtaiiaiatgipart of tbeCamatic, it -was fhndy ren^ 
4uiig ^otnfq^e o£ a^faiiufe, SO'eftimota therevcniie at fcut 
lad^inare/'wluch would oGfimple^ the thirtfy laeks. Hef 
«9Xt iktcd wiiat Jeogth of rime it would take to pay ^ the 
feveral debits and treated Mu Fi'aiici$^84eckratiofl> that ru-* 
xncgc^rs were abroad, that there wa^ a^ collu£oft between the 
Soaiad-G^ GoA^ol and the creditors of %^^% y^iik feme der> 
j5ree.o£xidicide4 ./He faid, it was not the £rft time his coa^ 
dl]<5b had lateen ^.pifiepieienteiL It had been field, J¥iA wkli 
the. fame degree of truth, that he had recei W a yery largsr 
&]Q<of. money, from an bonoDTabk Baronet, on a particular 
Qccafion; juft; iajiiheinannar did there 4iow exiA a collufim 
b«(weeathfifioaidof Conltrolandthecred^^ He 

had fleptperfeAIy ^^iet and ferene under- the fe«iner charge^ 
iini he .tjnifted he ibqnld ppeiejve his temper equdly unru£fe(i 
under tlte ^refent/accu£iti6n«. itkvm^ gqne gt^tl]^ at largif 
into oil. the aigiimentacjf.MnFeX' and Mr. Francis, on the' 
Arft head of the motion, *be iaid theve was another matter^ to 
which he muft tilLfartbeff. ibltdt.|^ir attention, and fbat 
^as to the joext danfe Jn the bill, thzt relating to the iettim|; 
^>PQB a pexsnanent foundation the indeterminate rigjk^ aDd 
^(ionsof;theNabob4>|jL{oot9 andtheRwdtaPTaDJorei 



With ro^^tatlielbtt dTArnec^'I^ iaoe:bUitMtimf 
ga?sa£ fti^feippefiy aKld"tbei«fore he ftbuM &i:be^ ^oing muck 
iatokiigthveipe^iiigtt; b«itwkh regard to* Hanacnartticoet^ 
lliai^ ]^ &pol4f Cf mei^ thiit t&e^<Mird of Godtrol~hai£ i&tm ^ 
mkli^ mQf9 ¥/i^ tlMtleft k'wher9k.i;ra9at tlid'titteof ' 
the twaty: o^ 1 76a# &i> orkr to pi?ove * Aiaf^^'he ''^i^nt iiiro^ i 
det$a]|,Qfi the^e^g^I^htcal fituatioh of HanamsintiicooCi^^ which 
bB &d»dtQ|{b^ a territory infthcMaraviECcoutTtry,^ andmbav^ 
^tfi^.c^a^ig^ it?8 Bldfter^ faaflring-been origiiifaliy in ^e )>o& 
fel^n^theN^bbb of Aw»t^ and fi;w:ethatt:altertf»tely; ill 
^U^haDidsi.c^ the{ in(iifgents :iit t!be Marava eountrjr,^ mi in 
t^. Jaori^ cl" t'he R^ah of Taiijorei; Hananta^koc^er hfa vm^ 
(ofiifietcnr: Vl^ea aftuftUty. itt the hands of ttie old NabDb bf Atgot 
m lf^% the. Board ^hadlonderad k to berput intxd the haffdn 
Q^(ll9k Nabob' ag^Di in^«obf(Miiiity toJthe eiptefi dire^iortf 
fdf t|ie ^l^fcofi the aft ^f ■ ParHaipeim Inthe'cburtfe of hii 
ige^ic^ Miw Dtmda^lOQl: nixtice of Mr. Fox> httvilig^ fpdtst^ri 
IBit^rpui of ^ifcofmumr of the-Diradors/ for th» cdiidua* th*^ 
teAitfWjb wfptifting the objefi^rof the motiofi, and advifl^ 
\}pjiag^ B0| ti>.b^ gi»ije*by the flattery. of the day* For lilf . 
pNnrty^.Hdf^n^ he: #duld-> |iot praife them <!>ne^dayy iM 
fOiidoiBathem aiMdaaty Hr danoel them aboot like a paiic^t df 
popf^% meirely1a»thi^hum0urof thetnottiontdiflJate* Hfil 
f^oHts^ jthei idea> tl^t tW Boii(rd t)f Cootttotwere itoc to ex^ 
ffiKire .A«irf«t>^ritttendiiig'pbw'&s^ wheneverthey fa*«^ ck*5« 
^^ aodiHi weBrefpiaifibing: the 37th aind- 58U1 claufes^of^tM 
.^^/ait any.btfaeii liF thfey 'were- 'not, they tjould- not a^ 
ufy^ tWneXt claufej, that relative to. the Polygafs, ZettiiH'^ 
d|i];sy &c.* wbich V^^ berto confefs thenlfelVeS' as lifelef^ sf 
$k«^ a^ they had befen ftatsd' to be laft' year, by thoffi 
ifv^ofe iKlje^efiand iwtiofe wiffii'itivas to depreciate the' infti-» 
tMt^lPiii ;aid4 both to 'daferAe^and render thetn as ineffiaac'loiit 
^i^fip^dcy ' a Bo:d>d acr poffibte.- ^ At leiigtH he ^oimned tIJI 
aU'bis ^gameiits,^ ind fatd> if the *Houfe thought, ^^ter alt 
tfiej^toji heatk-dy.thatvthe Board liad a6ted criminany, they 
ti|^h|)no(tvto let.thcfh contin^aea moment longernr> their fi^H 
ations ; he ad3ed, that he would not fcruple to fay, thaf tf 
^h^jtih^Di tiot hitherto ferved the- puHiscr diligently,' faithfully, ' "* 
{|iad cotifcienjtiouily, there wtts'not!llie"f&aneft proSabifity 
^ll^-thejr would do fo iii future ; let tii^'Houfe ther&fere itH 
cid£f;how;tbey would*^ ll/ith regard to^th^ papers now' nibve'A . 
Jbir^he iaidi.bdi was of opfaiioh they ought not to be produced, 
b(Sea;iife be. <^ould not^ be hoought to admir tfii^t 'nc) dang€b 
^lildl^ifafe to the intereftsof the couiitry for toying j>aper^ 

upon 
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fgfOii the taBIe of cttticr Houfe of Parliament that ^ete al- 
lead J tn print. Great danger might refult from the pfaftice ; 
navy he wcmld go Either, no good e^er was prodticod byfbch 
^ 4xUmiBoa9M that of the day^ a difcuffion that he -had been 

for€ed into by the right honouraiile gentleman's zeal for 
liavinff ipatter, "afleding the politics of die times, made pub^ 
lie* He hinted to Mr. FoXy that going into a deial of the 
revenue of the C^amatic, the fituatioo^ &c« of Hanamahti* 
coote, and feveral other topics unavoidably touched up<m in 
the courfe of the converfation, were not matters that it was^ 
Wife to treat upon in a popular aflfembly. He fiiid £irther» 
tiiat if we wiflied to have a permanent government of India, 
^ the way to procure fuch a govemmdit was not by the Houf^t 
interfering idly and lightly > with the executive power,' in 
whofe hands the Legiflftture* had placed the conduft of the 
Government ; neither was it by intimating to^the perfons in 
)ugh fituations in India, and to the native Princes, that the 
Britifh Parliament wa^ fo fluAuatin^ and unftable ih ita 
prbceedifigs, that the Government it fet up one day, it 
wiflied, without any good reafon, to pull down the next, 
and that there was an extreme probabiHty that the orders le* 
ceived by thofe in India, in whole hands the government 
^ere was lodged, 4>y one fhip, would be contradided by cr^ 
iets of a di0erent tendency, that would arrive in anc^er^^ 
and duit there was no profped of lability and finxinels. He 
cautioned the Houle againft fuddenly, and without good 
canfe, imbibing fentiments of doubt and diftruft, againft a 
Board they had fo lately inftituted, and <^ppofed the charac'^ 
lers andftake of the prefent Commiflkmers^ againft- the de* 

^ \ figns and interefted views of men^ known-to be on the watch, 

to thruft them from their fituations, declaring that the latter 
cared not by \riiat means they got into them, while thoft at 
prefent in oflke had their reputation, their political exiften^ 
and their future profpeds pledged with the Public, as feco-^ 
titles for their int^rity and good intentiiMis. Mr. Daadas 
fax down, declaring he ihould give his n^athrb to W 
inotion. 

||r, iMftlu Mr. Smitk (Chairman of die India Company) rofii n^xtp 
andflinrtlyftated his teafons for di&ring with the learned 
gentleman who fpoke laft, and the Board of Control, in die 
inanner in which the liquidation of tfie debts were fettled. • ' 

|lrT.a»ai« gjr j; IlumtoU entered into a (hort hiftory of itha- manner 

^^ in which the debts were contradtod, which were by no means 

the moft honourable ; and the new debt was contraaed dueflif 

in 
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in the expedition againft th^ Rajah of. Tanjore> and duriilg^ 
Che removiJi of Lord Pigot ; for in the year 1 773, the Nabgb 
owed only ten lackse The honourable Baronet read a letter^ 
which he received wbilft at Madras, from the creditors of th^ 
Naboh) in .which they ftated, that they did not expe&, to ' 

bare an eqiial participaition with the Company^ in the liquid 
elation of the debt ; but were content to%be thought of fe- 
cond^ in the gdjufbnent of thofe debts. He condemned th^ 
Mns9fyam taken by the Board of Control, as they were dia- 
. metricaUy ©ppofite to the power vefted in them by the ad.; 
therefore, he was for having the papers to make it clear and 
Xatiafadlory to the Houfe. 

Mr. 5«ritf entered very fully into the crimes, &c. of theMnBwk*. 
Company's (ervants in India ; and inilfted, that the whole of 
the learned gentleman's defence was nothing more than the 
vamifh of deception ; that the new Board had begun^ their 
me^fuies in imbecility, and would end them in ruin. He 
re»i a variety of extra£ls from different India papers, and 
from a Ia]3e pamphlet) publijihed by Debrett ; he alfo read ^ 
letter from the Nabob of Arcot to the Court of Directors, 
wherein he ftated that their fervants in India, without larg<e 
falaries, and carrying on no trade, in a few years enriched 
themfelves, contrary to the intereft of the Company, and at - . 
his ezpenee, by fraud, plunder, and rapine, and then retired 
to England with their wages of iniquity^ The right hor 
nourj^le gentleman reprobated the conduct of the new Board 
of C&ntrol in ftrong and forcible terlns. 

'When he fat down, feveral members were rifing to fpeak; 
but it being one o'clock, and the quefiion being loudly called 
for, the Houfe divided. 

Noes - . - - 164 

Ayes - - - - 69 

Majority againft the papers - 95 

March 3« 

On the motion of Mn Chancellor Pitt it was agreed, that 
for one week there ihould be no ballot for eleSion com- 
mittees. 

Mr. Chancellor flit faid, that anxious as he was that they Mr. Chan- 
fliould proceed in fettling the commercial ihtercourfe between ««**<>' Pit«« 
the two kingdoms, he wSuld not prefe it fofward with indif- 
creet hafte. At that moment he was unajpprized of any ap- 

VoL. XVII. S s plication 
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, wa$ too large^ and advifed him to difband i^nir iMindrdd of 
his cavaky. The Nabob declared, he fliould not object to 
tho propofal, were it not, that he was fo poor, that he had 
, Dot wherewithal to pay them, that they were then above ji 

year in arrears, and were extremely mutinous, liaving con- 
^ned their officers on account of tteir not being pai4» 

The Britiih Govemmedt, he iaid, though it advifed the 
difbanding of the cavalry, would not leiid the money neceflary 
to enable the Nabob to carry the meafure into execution,, but 
fome individuals in the country ofiered to advance thefiun 
wanted, provided the Eaft-India Company would be the Na* 
bob^s fecurity. To this at length the Company acceded, and 
agreed to guarantee the debt to the creditors. This mattery 
Mr. Duncbis fald, had been canvafled again and agidn, and 
fome of the ableft lawyers had given it as their opinion^ that 
fo committed were the Company upon it, that an a£tion at 
common law would lie againft them for the debt ; there could 
be no doubt, therefore, that the ($ourt of Djre£tors were as 
fully informed refpe^ing the cavalry ^lebt as they could poi^ 
£bly be. He next procec^d to difcufs the nature of the laft 
debt, viz. the confolidated debt of 17779 which he admitted 
was not aU of it equally free from fufpicion with the debt of 
1 767, and the cavalry debt, but then he dcfired the Houfe inr 
general, and particularly the Diredors of the Eaft-India 
Company,! to advert tb the arrangemenjt of the Board of 
Control, in order to obferve that they had done nothing more 
than allowed the creditors of 1767. to make their claims^ 
which claims, fo made, were to be fubjed to tbaobje6lio9> 
firft, of the Nabob of Arcot, to that of the Company, and 
to that of the creditors in gen^raL And if any one claim^ 
was oppofed by either of the three, the objeftion was to h^ 
fent home, and the anfwer to it, for the consideration and 
decifion of the Court of DireAors and the Board of Control. 
Mr. Dundas reafoned upon this for fome time. He faid, if 
fiich a regulation liad not been adopted, he ihould have con- 
ceived the Board would have afted very imprudently. Had 
they left the creditors of 1767 wholly unprotected, they 
would naturally have thrown themfelves upon the prote&ion 
of the Nabobof Arcot, and would, he verily believed, Ijava 
' been the jfirft orjder of creditors paid, inftead of the laft. He 
jilfo faid, that would have frrrftrated all the purpofes of the 
claute in the a6l of Parliament, by leaving the Nabob an op- 
portunity to plead in excufc for not keeping his payments to 
|h(^ Company^ that he was harafled by the applications of 

hit 
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pert; on tbecfther. For the fake, therefore^ of the landed 
intereft, he wifhed the right honourable Chancellor of the 
Exdiequer wbuld not hurry the bufinefs, but recolleft that 
land-owners were not accuflomed to fo much celerity and 
difpatch^ as merchants and men of bufinefs. Another fubjedl 
that would be materially afieded by the Refolutions, was 
the fifheries of Scotland ; he faid, he lamented that the lather 
of the fiflieiieswas in aaoAerpiace. That'geatleman^ and 
every bodj knew who he meant by the title he had. given 
him, .wovldy had he been prefeat, had it in his power to give 
the Hottiemuch better information on the fubje£t, than he 
could; kut undoubtedly the ^fi/heries of Scotland would be 
greatly injured, perhaps enrtnely rukied, by the Iri(h being 
let into a fiee participation of .them* Sir William faid, he ^ 

idid not fee the member for Glafgow in -his place, but to his 
knowledge 'that honourable gentleman had a petition to pre^ 
ient from the Chamber of Commerce of Glafgow, whp were 
greatly alarmed a;t the Refoliitions, adrcumftance that the 
hpnourab]^ and learned gentleman who iat next the Chan- 
cellor^of ^he Exchequer might be apprized of. He had alfo 
himrfelf. Sir William declared, received a great number of 
letters from Scotland, fiating that meetings were to be held 
for the purpofe of confidering and determining what were the 
ft<eps inoft proper to be taken to avert fo great an evil; on all 
theie.accounti», therefore^ he hoped the right honourable gen- 
tleman would name la more diftant day than Tuefday. ^ 
"MiuDundas faid, there was no fear that fuffiqieut care Mr.Dbfl4^ 
would not be taken to let the gentlemen of Scotland know of ^ 
the nature of the Refolutions that were upon the. table, .and 
he belieyed, the gentlemen of that country were not remark- 
able "for inattention to their own intereft. But if a petition 
from Glafgow had aAually been received by th^ member for 
Qlafgow, it was preCty evident that the people 'of Scotland 
were already apprized of the fubjeft, and had found time to 
take meafures upon it. Indeed, he faid, he held in his hand 
a pretty i];rong proof, that it was not likely for the Scotch to 
be any ft rangers to what had been done upon the affairs of 
Iceland in that Houfe, for th'e printed paper which he -thea 
held, part of which was printed in latge letters, and part of 
it in fmall, he received froiti Edinburgh two poftsago. That 
paper had been, he found, circulated with ^^eat induftry 
through every corner of the kingdom ; and ihfinite pains had 
been taken to hiiilead and inflame the Puhliq, by mifi^jH^e- 
iontingthe true features of the PropofltipuSj vith regsu-d to 

S^a tht 
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pfication that was intended to be 'made from any quarter to 
be heard by counsel at the bar, ot to produce any evidence, 
that might ftate to the Ktotife fa£^s and circumftances, which' 
had relation te the fyftem, an outline of which he had the 
nonour to open to them on Tuefday fe^niiight ; * he ftiould 
therefore natae fome day in the next week for the Committee 
to fit again, for the purpofe of reeeiviug infbrmati#n, ex- 
amining witnefies, or hearing counfel, fhould aify be bfieied; 
and when that day came, if no application ihouU be made to 
defire that cbunfel might be heardy^ (^ witnefles examined, it 
-rWas his kitemfon to-propofe fome refolution upon the bufinefs. 
5He conckided with movipg, " That the Committee of the 
** whole Hotife do fit again next fTuefday.'* 
SirW. Cu- Sir* fVilliarH Cunynghame-{B\ij if he underflood the right 
myn^ ame, :|jQjjQ|jj.able gentleman correftly, he mfeant, if no application 
fhould be ^nade to the Houfe to be heard by Counfel, or to 
. produce evidence at the bar, on or before Tuefday, on that 
day to propofe to the Committee fome decifive vote on the 
important bufmefs of Ireland. [Mr. Pitt nodded ailent*] Sir 
William faid, he hoped the right honourable gentleman would 
alter his intention, and give the Houfe m^re time, in order 
that gentlemen, whofeinterefts wonH be very materially af- 
fefted by the ten Refohit4ons he had» read to the* Houfe on 
Tuefday fe^nmght, and>whofe refidence was at a diftant part 
of the kingdom, might have time to confider the fubjeS, and 
come to fuch- refolutions, and prepare fuch evidence, as they 
fhould think proper to lay before the Houfe. . The Refoluti- 
ons agreed to by the Irifli Parliament, if made the bafis of the 
intended- fyftejii of intercourfe,wouidaffea: Scotland in a much 
greater degree than might be imagined^ He fpoke as a coun- 
' try gentleman, reprefenting perfons of that defeription, and 
he would ftate to the Houfe an article whSch would be fo 
exceedingly afiedled, as to endanger the ruin of the landed 
» , . intereft of Scotlajicl, and that was the article of grain. If 
i:he Refolutions were agreed to, as they flood at prefent, the 
Irifh would import grain into the weflern port« of Scotland, 
and greatly underfel the Scotch farmers ; the confequence of 
which would be, the latter won W not be able to pay their 
rents, and thus the land-owner would be ruined. Sir William 
flated the nature of the laws, which govern the export and 
import of corn into Scotland, and fhewed, that while under 
thofe laws, the ports on one fide of the kingdom might be 
filut, the Ijiffi might be pourihg in their com through the 

ports 
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pc>rt$ on tbeofthen For the: fake, therefore^ of the landed 
intereft, he wifhed the right honourable Chancellor of the 
Excjiequer wbuld not hurry the bufinefs, but recolleft that 
land-owners were not accuflomed to fo much celerity and 
difpatch^ as merchants and men of bufinefs. Another fubjedl 
that would be materially afieded by the Refolutions, was 
the fifheries of Scotland; he faid, he lamented that the father 
of the fiflieiics was in another place. That'geatleman^ and 
every bodj knew who he meant by the title he had. given 
him, .wovldy had he been prefeat, had it in his power to give 
the Hottie much better information on the fubje£t, than he 
could; kut undoubtedly the-fi/heries of Scotland woiald be 
greatly injured, perhaps enfinely ruined, by the Iri(h being 
let into a fiee participation of .them. -Sir William faid, he ^ 

>did not fee the member for Glafgow in -his place, but to his 
knpwledgetbat honourable gentleman had a petition to pre* 
tfent from the Chamber of Commerce of Glafgow, wb^ were 
greatly alarmed a;t the Refoliitions, adrcumftance that the 
hpnouriab]^ and learned gentleman whb fat next the Chan- 
cellQr:of ^he Exchequer might be apprized of. He had alfo 
himrfelf. Sir William declared, received a great number of 
letters from Scotland, fiating that meetings were to be held 
ibr the purpofe of confidering and determining what were the 
fteps moft proper to be taken to avert fo great an evil ; on all 
theie.accounti», therefore, he hoped tjie right honourable gen- 
tleman would name a more diftant day than Tuefday. ^ 
Mr.Dupidas faid, there was no fear that Efficient xare Mr.Dbfl4^ 
would not be taken to let the gentlemen of Scotland know of ^ 
the nature of the Refolutions that were upon the. table, and 
he believed, the gentlemen of that country were not remark- 
able for inattention to their own intereft. But if a petition 
from Glalgow had aftually been received by tl^ member for 
Qlafgow, it was pr^ty evident that the people ^of Scotland 
vitere already apprized of the fubjeft, and had found time to 
:take meafures upon it. Indeed, he faid, he held in his hand 
a pretty i];rong proof^ that it was not likely for the Scotch to 
be any ftrangers to what had been done upon the affairs of 
Iceland in that Houfe, for th'e printed paper which he »thea 
held, part of which was print;ed in large letters, and part of 
it in fmall, he received froiti EdinbuFgh tyro polls ago. That 
paper had been, he found, circulated with g^eat induftry 
through every corner of the kingdom ; and ihfinite pains had 
been taken to 6iiilead and inflame the Puhliq, by mifi^jH^e- 
fontingthie true features of the Propofitipn*, vith fegjurd to 
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the \ntMied flatt of cotmeAidn Between ttds cMhtrf mk| 
Ireland* 
Sir w. Cu- Sir William Cunptghami faid, tot the paper the ItfftftMfd gen-^ 
ning^aibe. x^xikzxx held, con^«n dthftr r^refofitation 5^ imfif«p»^fentsi- 
ti^n, he had no hand m thstt or any other piibticathst^ oi> t)|d 
. fubjedi. Whenever he wrote afty thiftg, he stlwayi figffed hi$ 
name to it* ■ 

Mr.Gaf. Mr. Gafcoyfte, jtin. faid, he had a petition to fwsfimt from 
^^•' his conftituetits of Liverpool on the fubjed): id di^te^ ai fiib- 
jadt that he conceived to be of fo much impofta^e t« ^ 
commercial interefts of thecoufttrv, that it oKight to be 4rf- 
cti^d with the ntmoft temper and candotir. Ste waci forty, 
therefore, to fee ir taken up with no incorifiderabte d^ree of 
warmth. He thought it his duty to write to Ms c^ivfti«i>^ 
ehts a full account of what had paflfed upon a fubjeift fo ixl^ 
terefting to them on the evening of the day on Whidi tihe 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had fifft Opeh^d it td the 
Houfe. ^ In confeqtience; of having fo done, tfhe iMtcbittts af 
Liverpool had met laft 8uftday, dilbufl^d the ptqpofitions, 
and drawn up a petition tq fbe Houfe, whidb thciy had ttanf- 
mitted to him to prefent. That Was not, he knew, the 
ptpper time to ftate the nattire of it, but when %1^6 dd>ate on 
the queft^ion before the Hou^ wa^ oydr, h^ WOtild rSM&ft, that 
the petition might be brought uj^. His ^onftitudins had not 
^ inftrudted him to fay, that they Wiflicd to he h€»rf by coun-r 

fel upon it| but they might pofflbly futtiifll him witli dnptheF 
petition for that purpofe. Be thought it rigljt t0 lay, how- 
ever, that he had written to thetrt, io depute 4 fe^ <jf their • 
b6dy, beft informed oft the fubje^, to comd fo tOWa and 
affifl him, how to a6i: in a matter^ ill wbk^h th^ mirft neeef- 
farily be fo jnuch niore converfant than hitflfelf. When 
they arrived,^ if they defirtd to be htefd at the baf, he fiioald 
move the Hopfe for that pUrpofe. Ift the mean time, he 
hoped the Chancellor of the JEitehequ^r would not pufli the 
bufinefs cm too fuddenly ; but, whto he faid fo, he wiflied not 
to be underftood to fpeak a^ an advocate for delay ; he was 
always for a due regard to difpatch,"an<l Ort the prefent occa- 
fion he meant only 'to be confidereS as defiring ftiffieient time 
for proper inquiry and difouflSion. 
Mr.Tof. IS&T. Fox rofe to deciafe*^ that ftould it te^ppen that there 
- ftould be no application to be he^d by Gounfel, 01^ to offer 
evidence of fa6ts at the. bar, he for one ftould objed to the 
right honourable gentleman's preffing the Houfe to Mme to 
ariy vote reipe6iing the propositions that had be6h hid upem 
^ •" ^ the 
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thcf taBte, ft« Ttkin^km y^toibf th^ Irifli Parliament; n6t 
{tffixAi he ob}eA to fiicfc a niotk(Af Qnty ort Tuefday next, b»t 
oA thjft dfipjr ureefe^ or cVtftt t^ day iucwth^ fhoald they not 
hate by ffhs* tinertJbewil fometbing mord cf what had been 
dett^tipoff ftie fM)j^ by th^ Pdrliaifiertt e>f Ireland.. Cir- 
camftan^e4 ^ they w^tfrey it* was impoffible to proceed to ' 
vote 5«ty Propofitiort trhatever, before they knew the 
W)f0l0 ttlat jthe PartklnMiK of Iielaild did upon the fubjefb, 
withoutgettingintoa f^tuation the moft extraordinary that 
ey^ Parwamenft ppft a c<«fti«ry into. He begged gentlemen 
jnoft feri^Oy to ievolVe i» thiir minds the Tery fingular pre- 
dkitihait in wfich the I^^tiainem ef( Eftglartd and tlie Parliar- 
jMtit of Ii^I^hd trodt^ fbtfi4> filtocld thk Houfe either oa 
Ttt^i^y Aext, or o» wiy" fiibfeq»cnt day, come to a decifiv* 
vote tipon the fofcjeft Ijrtthoyt previoufly knowing what was 
the titei^^tum df the Parliament of Ireland. ' The right ho- 
nduriblo geiitlffflia» had ftated it gs the great good of his 
fyikan, and a^ matter of reproach to the aoble Lord in the 
biisie ribband^ and to him and to fuch other perfons as had 
eYer pr6pokA any thing to be done for Ireland, that they had " ^ 
n«f taken care td ofetaJft a return on the part of Ireland for 
what this co»ntry granted hen 'Now, as matters ftood, the 
BbUfe Was Ignorant wh?lt that return, what that foraething,. 
what th« miidfrtf qntf Was? By flight conjafture only had he * 
any idea what rt was, an* his conjefture was groanded upon 
the Refototlort of the Par&ment of Ireland, which Mr. 
OW Had propbfed on the MoAday, fqbfequent to the vote of 
the fcrtner teii^ Refohitions on the Friday. He fuppofed| 
thettforej that it w^as that Refolution tfcrt was to be the re* . 
t^tril } but lill the H<mfe knew it, they could not' vote a de-^ 
eifive refetutioii of their own without precipitating themfelves 
intoarditemma* The fituiltion of the two countries would 
thett be this : on the joiirnali of the Parliament of Englapd, 
and on- 1^ journals of the Parliament of Ireland, would ftand 
Re(Mtitfdn§ criminating each other. When he, on a former 
octaifioti, reprobated th^ bufinefs being firft opened in Ireland, 
as t matter equally indecent aftd inconvenient, and as a mat- 
.tef tfert would ht atterided with fetious ill cpnfequences, he 
had been anfvrered by hr b«ng faid, that if the Parliament 
of England had firft Vdted Retolutioris, and the Parliament 
of Ireland ihould reftife to agree to them, it would be a cirr 
cumftattce difgraceful to thtscountry, and perfcftly hugatoiy. 
Na# this very drfgrace would the Houfe incur, fhould it 
pit)Cecd to^ a TOte, l^ore the Parliament of Ireland had come 

Do 
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. wa$ too large^ and advifed him to difband four iMindi^ of 
liis cavalry. The Nabob declared, he fliould not object to 
tho. propofal, were it not, ^hat he was fo poor, that he had 
^ Dot'wiierewithal to pay them, that they were then above ji 

year in arrears, and were extremely mutinous, having con- 
^ned their officers on accotmt of their not being p.ai4» 

The Britiih Govemmeht, he iaid, though it advlfed the 
difbanding of the cavalry, would not leiid the money necefikry 
to enable the Nabob to carry the meafure into execution,^ but 
fome individuals in the country pfiered to advance the fum 
wanted, provided the Eaft-India Company. would be the Na- 
bob^s fecurity* To this at length the Company acceded, and 
^ agreed to guarantee the debt to the creditors. This matter^ 

Mr. Dun^s fald, had been canvafled again and again, and 
fome of the ableft lawyers had given it as their opinionj that 
fo committed were the Company upon it, that an a£tion at 
common law would lie againft them for the debt ; there could 
be no doubt, therefore, that the ($ourt of Dire£tors were as 
fully informed refpe^ing the cavalry ^lebt as they could pof- 
£bly be. He next procec^d to diicufs the nature of the laft 
debt, viz. the confolidated debt of 1777, which he admitted 
was not all of it equally free from fufpicion with the debt of 
1767, and the cavalry debt, but then he defired the Houfe in 
general, and particularly the Diredors of the Eaft-India 
Company,! to advert tb the arrangementt of, the Board of 
Control, in order tb obferve that they had done nothing more 
than allowed the creditors of 1767. to malie their claims^ 
which claims, fo made, were to be fubjed to tbaobje&ioo, 
firft, of the Nabob of Arcot, to that of the Company, and 
to that of the creditors in gen^raL And if any one clatm^ 
was oppofed by either of the three, the objeftion was to '1>e 
fent home, and the anfwer to it, for the coniideration and 
decilion of the Court of Diredors and the Board of ControL 
Mr. Dundas reafoned upon this for fome time. He faid, if 
fiich a regulation liad not been adopted, he ihould have con- 
ceived the Board would have afted very imprudently. Had 
they left the creditors of 1767 wholly unprotefted, they 
would naturally have thrown themfelves upon the protection 
of the Nabob.of Arcot, and would, he verily believed, lyava 
. been the jfirft orjder of creditors paid, inftead of the laft. Hfe 
jilfo faid, that would have fi^.ftrated all the purpofes of the 
claufe in the a6l of Parliament, by leaving the Nabob an op- 
portunity to plead in excufe for not keeplnjj his payments to 
|h(^ Company^ that he was harafled by the applications of 

his 
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iiis^val^ creditors. Aoodiflr mfoa adduced by haf&t im 
juftifieation of the Board df Control was, that tne Nabob 
was not the moft likely to be the perfoh who would oppoft 
^ny of the claims of the creditors of 1767 ; but if any method 
were likely to induce him to op|>ofe any oi themt it was the 
putting them upon the footing, upon which the arrangement 
placed them* He took notice of Mr« Fox's charge againft 
the Board, jmd iaid, they had feen a gentleman, a member .of 
that Houfi^ an agent for a confiderable number of the yeat 
2777 creditors, and pother gentleman, a member of the iaft' 
ParliametUi General Smith, with whom they had diicuil^ ' 
the fubjed, and the latter Ivid produced an authentic rec;ifter 
q{ the dd>|ts. He (aid £irthe;r, if the Board of Control had 
damned their confciences, if they had been guilty of pecuhn 
tion and corruption^ it was to oblige General Smith; a cir« 
cumftance of which he did not believe they fhould be greatly 
fufpe^ed* Hedeclat«d he fincerely wiihed the Geneiral had 
bec^ a member of that Houfe, as he fhould have received^ 
that 4ay, a good deal of material information on the* fubjeft 
of the debts. He iaid, he was glad to fee an honourable 
Baronet prefent, (Sir Thomas Rumbold) as he hoped he would 
agree in all thait he had faid, relative to the debts* He took 
notice of Mu .Francis's having read a quotation from a letter 
writteni by Sir Thomas to the Court of Direflors, and, 
charged him with having read only juft as much as would 
ferve his own argument, while he omitted a material psurt off 
the fentence, which b? read to the Houie. He defcribed Sir 
Thomas's condudt in India, relative to the debts of I777» 
declaring that he had iat about an in<}uiry into thi^ nature of 
the debts, and into their reaibn and jufiice, d^e^moment he 
arrived at Madras, which he caufed to be profecuted widi 
every poffible alacrity the two firft years he was thm«^ but 
the third wrote home to recommend the creditors to the care 
of the Company. He comment^ on this for a few feconds» 
but declared he acquitted Sir Thomas of every undii^ ok* eiH 
worthy motive for his conduA, which certainly appeare4 e 
little extraordinary* After having gone {through the hifiory 
l>f the debts, and expatiated upon tne origin of eachf contend** 
ing that the greater part of them had been already fo £ar re« 
fognixed by the Company, in repeated orders and proceed* 
ings, that they could nyt with any fort of jullicebe^now 
m^ioned, and after enforcing his opinion that tfae fufiertng 
die creditors of 1777 to '^^ ^^^^ claims^imder the limita*- 
|ion^pr^cribed| was the mpft probable mode of leading to a 

difcovefy 



^ Hfcmsitj/kf i»ob^a£i tbafrcIaiBl&asttrem nrt VaHdlnd^fti^ 
€dbl^ he proGordM tp take optits of: Mr. Fo^« i»^ins l^a^ 
that .<}ie Ba»rd of Cqntcol knew ihsA tbe isensnoeor the Gar* 
tuic did4iQt, amount .tp,xik03:e tbaa* tweaty l«clu of 'pc^|e<|;tttf 
So farrlroru knowing thi% hefinut^ ^iie knew the iito&t con- 
Imi:;:! He^new/that the tf^fpue might witii fa&ty %^ iiatedi 
$t tj^ut]f; la^i of pagndas, ani^ the cohiidefice he ftU-ob ihat 
pointy greWf out o£:t±K€^beft authority that could iit^kfii^fti^ 
&(k|iQ^ via. .the information of Lord Ma£;artBey, who haA 
heen trply d^fcrib^. as the hfti^ iervant the Company eirer 
ibnt'to India* ^ Lord Macartney, had the managetneht ati4 

^ .^Qoliedion of t$e isvenue, and; (^ had jcollefied i|n pn^ j^^i 
upon-te^ng qat p{ a part only of the <jEirnatic5 twenty^fiif 
kicks of p9godi^. ,That year was. the jfirft year alter ths 
^onpbi^on of the war> and confequently there was every rea^ 
ion JtQ expe& that the.produce would be larger in p^poitios 
as the QQUCilry felttbebleffingsof peac^ aj^a^ts -te^agri* 
^lt«»re flomiflieiL Hor weve. the twenty-£x lacks ^ whole 
of the produce to he expe£ted^ even for the piaft year ; in tndia^ 
m ifk^^ngli^rif eonfiderable Aims were paid upon granting^ 
le»feab%by. liifay of &ae for the ndw leafes* Taking, fSuetc&ifef 
^ iines iiftfip. the '.coiifidera^an^ as .well as the teyenue €4 
tbeirtl^rremaiaiogpart of the Canxatic, it was feiriy ren^ 
iixxg ijmrirqiie o£ a.&}iufe, aO'efUniate the'revfnile at fouif 
IfUoC^niaare/ wjiich Would cdmple^^ the tbirtfy' laeks« H« 
m%xt fiatcd Mf^atJeogtfa of tiibeit would tsdce to pay ^the 
feveral dctosi^ and treated Mu Frafici$'84eclaration> that nn 
xnc^rs were abroad, that there wasi a« collufioft h^wem the 
Boaisd-of GdBtsol and the creditors of 1777^ y^ilik fi»ne de^^ 
free o£ ridicule* .He faid, it was not the firft time his cta-*^ 
dsu& hadi«^weo/'.{ni&ejii^(jbnted« . It IuhI been fiad, juft wkh 
the. iamed^ree €i tnsth, that lie had reoeiined a yery largsr 
&IQ«Qf l^ontey from an honourable Baronet, on a particulair 
^cafion; juft iajike^maniio' did theie jiow exift a eollufioit 
iM^w^eatheJoardof Conltrdandthecred^^ He 

had ileptperf^ly i^iet and ierene und^Uhe foitner cha^ge^ 
^^ haXiaAQ^ he ihquld pseie^rqf^e his temper equally unru&j^ 
under, tshe ^refeot , accufatipn- living gqne ffftsLtij^ at large 
into 9U the argiiments cif.Mn ¥tx aol Mr. Frances, en the 
Arft head of the motion, .be iai4 there was aneythet nnttmv to 
whkh b<$ mufi ftilLfardjier fbltdt .||£ir attention, and fhsit 
^as to. the next clanfe.in the bill, that relating to th^ (btt}in|; 
i>pw a pecmanmt foundation die indeterminate^ r^ftt^ ahd 
j^rfift£n(]onsof;theNaboh4>f Afoot, afid^beR^^ahdf Tnhjor^ 

jyitv: 



.With rega#to tk» fett ofAniB^: fhat had istot-hurtMttmf 
fjsss^ &sek^^jf90f atld-ther^re he IkoaH fotbesftr j^oyng tAuclk 
iniiakagthFetpeAmgit; butwkhi^ai^tc>Hamtcneiritic9et^ 
tbsg; I19 flKHil^f ctf iVieirii^ thiit tSe'Sdat'd of Codtror &m{ dotut ^ 
BOtl^ig nfoieivk^ thft&ieft ttwhefe it/vfas at tk^* ttt^ of 
the tm£y o^ if6a^ Bqd order to prove * thi^-'he ^^f^nt Uitt^ ^ 
detfa^of tihe'gepgi^iShteal fituatioh (^ Hanam&ntkoo^^ which 
ba ftatedtl>tbea territory itiftihe'Maravarcouittry,> andt^bav^ 
^t^.G^ang^ its Qldfter^ faarriitg been origiindlT: in the ^oi'* 
b^ti ^ t& N^bbb of Acoet^ and f^e ths^ • altem^dy iif 
tbf^hacqdsfDli ^ infbfgcsnts in dae Marava country,' Md irf 
t^^ J^ai^ 0f t%^ EU^ah of TaiijOfi» Haiianlafttkr6($c& ha vi^ri^ 
perifet^r Vlbeo, ad^lyisr the hands of Hie (^ Nabob bf ArecS 
^ lf6agD the ]lgpard^had!pnderad it to be: put into the hafvJtf 
ci^^n^y Nabob' ag^ni in^cofafdrnlity to: the e^tpbe6 dine^tiohif 
fCt^e^^^ofithe ^ 9f'ParUai(ieiTU In tfae^cduzfe of hid 
Ssfipci^ Mr* Dunda^ took notice of Mr. Foa(> hnvitig fpdkeil 
iajt^nn^ of eij^olniunY of the- Direftors/ for the cmidudl tll*^ 
W^i^^djb't^fpf^ing tbeobjedffrof the itibtion, and advit%4 
tfcy^il hoi tpth^ gMti|ed by the battery. of the day« Fot' lilf. 
{:N9rt9;.h^dfd»iy^ he#buld%not praife theny one^dUyy tifrit 
9Qii4eiaa'tbe'ni^ aiidtiiBt, ()r dance them 2btmt like a pancfet df 
piipf^% tiiel*eiy''arthdhummr of theinoiliehtdidtateAi Hil 
&oilte4 th^idet) thbtthefio^ x>f Coottolwere hoi to 6X^ 
trfidfe .dbeif- fiip^rmtendiiig'pbwCTs^ ' wheneverthey faW ddeS* 
£a»|| aodi^ weH^rerppAing; the ^yth and- 58th ciaufes^of-tM 
^^'U9njbti»tl^0 If th*y' were- -not, they- ^ould not a^ 

' u^^ t|ie,ii^xt claufej. that relative to the Polygafs, Zenkft-* 
dA|Sy Sic*. whidi Vodtdf berto confefs th^nifelVeS' as ufetefe ^ 

. P^d^ a(i they had befen ftated' to be ^ft' year, by thof4i 
Di^hofe jfHieieil and wfaofe wi&'itAvas to depreciate the' inffij 
iMtilQs.acidiboth'to'deferibe'and' render thetn as ineffic^cWiSr 
^OM^ny g^di^y • a Bo^ is poffibre.' < At leiigtH he - ^oififtned tl^ 
alibis jm-gjamerttsy! ind faid, if the "Houfe thought, after alt 
d^^y-Jbcail h«^d,.that^th6 Board liad a£l:ed crittitnally, they 
fi^hbnoCvto let.theih ccmtirtuea moment longerniv their fi^i^ 
ations ; he added, that he would not fcruple to fay, that^tf 
%hyfrj^ tidt hitherto fervcd tlic^ ptMvc diligently,' faithfully, 
Jted cotifcieiutiottfty, there was-notithe'ftnallell prcfeabifity 
^gt, tfaejr would do fo in future ; let ttee*Houfe therfefore ieH 
cidk.how^they wouldfc^ IP/ith regard to^thS^s^rs now* nibved . 
4ir> be &id) Jl^ was of opinion Ihey ought not to be produced^ 

. h^xtk he. dottld not*^ be hmught to admits th^t nd dtog^b 
^aiijdr^dfe to the intercfts-of the couttttyfof teying^aper* 

upon 



vpon the uBld of eiAer Houfe 6f Parliament that %^ere al- 
i^j in print. Great ^danger might refult from the ptsidfice ; 
navj he would ga farther, no good ever was produced byfbch 
^ 4itouffiion« as that of theday^ a difcuflton that hehaa feen 

^rced into by the right hcnouraliie gentletnan*s' zeal fot 
baving i]aatter,^^afieding the politics of &e times, made pub^ 
lie, Hehint^ to Mr. Fox, that going into a detail of the 
revenue of the Carnatic, the fituation^ &c« of Hanamahti-* 
coote^ and feveral other topics unavoidably touched upon in 
the courfe of the converfation, were not mattei^ that it war 
Irife to treat upon in a popular a£fembly. He (aid £irther» 
that if we wifhed to have a permanent government of India^ 
" the way to procure fuch a government was not by the Houft^s 
~ interfering idly and light^' ^with the executive power,' in 
whofehandstbeLegtflftture' had placed the condu£t ofthef 
Government ; neither was it by intimating to^the perfoni ia 
)Ug^ fituations in India, and to the native Princes, that t$ie 
Britiih Parliament wa^ fo fludiuatinp and unftable in it9 
ptidceediiigs, that the Government it fet up one day, it 
uriCbed, without any good reafon, to puU down the next^ 
and that tha:e was an extreme probabthty that the orders re- 
Ceiy^l by thofe in India, in whofe hands the government 
idkere was lodged, -by one fhipy would be contradi^i by ot'^ 
decs nf a di^rent tendency, that would arrive in anodierjc 
and that there was no profped of ftability and jirmnels. He 
cautioned the Houie againft fuddenly, and without good 
cauie, imbibing fentiments of doubt and diftruft, againft a 
Board they had fo lately inftituted, and oppofed the charac*^ 
lers andftake of the prefent Commiflkmers, againft- the de» 

^ ^ £g|is and interefled views of men, knownto be on the watch, 

to thnift them from their fituations, declaring that the latter 
cared not by what means they got into them, whale thofii at 
prelent in office had their reputation, their political exiften^ 
and their future prefpeds pledged with the Public, as feca* 
titles for their int^rjty and good intentions. Mr. Dmiiaf 
Ux down, declaring he fliould give his negath^ to W 
iQOtion* 

air, hMu Mr. Smztb (Chairman of the India Company) r^ n^xt^ 
andfliortlyftated his reafons for difiering with the learned 
gentleman who fpoke laft, and the Board of Control, in Aa 
fnanner in which the liquidation of Ae debts were f«ttled« * ' 

|feT.R»«« Si^ y; Humbold ent^ired into a ftiort hiftory of itha- ma nnar 
in wUch the debts were contracted, which were by no means 
, the mod honourable ; and the new debt was contracted efaie^f 

ia 
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In the cxpocUtion againft the Raj^ of, Tanjore, and duri)^ 
Che removnl of Lord Pigot ; for in the year 1 773, the Nabob 
owed only ten lacks* The honourable Baronet read a letter^ 
which he received wbilft at Madras, from the creditors of th^ 
Nabi^) in which they flated, that they did not expedl to ' 

bare an equal participaition with the Company^ in the liqui^ 
dstioa of the debt ; but were content to^be thought of fe- 
cooAf in the adjuftment of thofe debts. He condemned th^ 
. ine«^Jii)e$ taken by the Board of Control, as they were dia- 
. metricatiy oppofite to the power vefted ia them by the adt.; 
therefore, he was for having the papers to make it clear and 
iatiafaiSlory to the Houfe. 

Mr. J5«rit^ entered very fully into the crimes, &c. of tlieMriBwkiu 
Compahy'*s fervants in India; and infifted, that the whole of 
the learned gentleman's defence was nothing more than the 
vacnifh of deception ; tl^t the new Board had begun^ their 
meafuies in imbecility, and would end them in ruin. He 
re^d a variety of extracts from different India papers, and 
from a late pamphlet^ published by Debrett ; he alfo read a 
letter from the Nabob of Arcot to the Court of Direftors, 
wherein he ftated that their fervants in India, without large 
falaries, and carrying on no trade, in a few years enriched 
theipfelves, contrary to the intereft of the Company, and at 
his expense, by fraud, plunder, and rapine, and then retired 
to England with their wages of iniquity^ The right ho- 
nourable gentleman reprobated the conduit of the new Board 
of Control in ftrong and forcible tertns. 

'When he fat down, feveral members were riiing to fpeak; 
but it being one o'clock, and the quefiion being loudly called 
for, the Houfe divided, 

Noes - - - - 164 

Ayes - - - - 69 

Majority againft the papers - 95 ^ 

March 3« 

On the motion of Mr. Chancellor Pitt it was agrteed, that 
for one week there fliould be no ballot for eleflion com- 
mittees. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that anxfous as he was that they mi*. Cban- 
fliould proceed in fettling the commercial intercourfe between ««J*o' ?»«• 
the two kingdoms, he n^uld not prefe it fotward with indif- 
creet hafte. At that moment he was unapprlzcd of any ap- 
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pi;iit$ on Uieother. For the: fake, therefore, of the landed 
intereft, he wifhed the right honourable Chancellor of the 
Exchequer wbuld not hurry the bufmefs, but recolleft that 
land-owners were not accufiomed to fo much celerity and 
difpatch^ as merchants and men of bufinefs; Another fubjef): 
that would be materially afiedted by the Refolutions, was 
the fifheries of Scotland ; he faid, he lamented that the father 
of the fiflieries was in anoAer piace. That'geatleman^ and 
every bodj knew who he meant by the title he had. given 
him, .wovldy had he Seen prefeat, had it in his power to give 
the Houie much better information on the fubje£t, than he 
could; but undoubtedly the^fi/heries of Scotland woidd be 
greatly injured, perhaps enrtrely ruined, by the Iri(h being 
let into a fiee participation of .them. Sir William faid, he ^ 

idid not fee the member for Glafgow in -his place, but to his 
knpwledgetbat honourable gentleman had a petition to pre^ 
dent from the Chamber of Commerce of Glafgow, wh^ were 
greatly alarmed a;t the Refoliitions, adrcumftance that the 
hpnourab]^ and learned gentleman whb iat next the Chan- 
€eUQr:of ^he Exchequer might be apprized of. He had alfo 
himself. Sir William declared, received a great number of 
letters from Scotland, fiating that meetings were to be hekl 
for the purpofe of confidering and determining what were the 
ftjeps moft proper to be taken to avert fo great an evil; on all 
theie.accounti», therefore, he hoped tjie right honourable gen- 
tleman Would name .a more diftant day than Twefday. ^ 
'Mr.-Dupidas faid, there was no fear that fuffiqieut care MrJ^aia^ 
would not be taken to let the gentlemen of Scotland know of ' 
the nature of the Refolutions that were upon the. table, and 
he belieyed, the gentlemen of that country were not remark- 
able for inattention to their own intereft. But if a petition 
from Glalgow had adtually been received by tl^ member for 
Qlafgow, it was pr^tyievident that the people ^f Scotland 
WKere already apprized of the fubjeft, and had found time to 
take meafures upon it. Indeed, he faid, he held in his hand 
a pretty l];rong proof, that it was not likely for the Scotch to 
be any ftrangers to what had been done upon the affairs of 
Iieland in that Houfe, for th'e printed paper which he 'then 
held, part of which was printed in large letters, and part of 
it in fmall, he received froiti Edinburgh two poftsago. That 
paper had been, he found, circulated with gfeat induftry 
through every corner of the kingdom ; and ihfinite pains had 
been taken to fniflead and inflam<^ the Puhliq, by mifi«ia»- 
fonting the true futures of the Propofitions, vith regard to 

S^a th« 
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pfieation that was intended to be made from any quarter to 
be heard by counsel at the bar, ot to produce any evidence, 
that might Aate to the KtoQfe fadis and circumilances, which' 
had relation te the fyftem^ an outline of which he had the 
nonour to open to them on Tuefday fe^niiight ; ' he ihould 
therefore natne fomeday in the next week for the Committee 
to fit again, for the purpofe of receiviug information, ex- 
amining witnefies, or hearing counfel, fhould any beoffeie^; 
and when that day came, if no application fhould be made to 
defire that cdunfel might be heardy^ c» witnefles examined, it 
.•was his internkm to-propofe feme refolution upon the bufinefs. 
5He concluded with movipg, " That the Committee of the 
** whole Hotife do fit again next fTuefday." 
SirW. Cu. Sir- fVi lliatH Cunynghame-fsLidy if he underftood the right 
iDynn axne, ^j^Qnourable gentleman correftly, he mfeant, if no application 
fhould be ^nade to the Houfe to be heard by Counfel, or to 
. produ^ evidence at the bar, on or before Tuefday, on that 
day to propofe to the Committee fome decifive vote on the 
important bufmefs of Ireland. [Mr. Pitt nodded ailent*] Sir 
William faid, he hoped the right honourable gentleman would 
alter his intention, and give the Houfe more time, • in order 
that gentlemen, whofeinterefts wonH be very materially af- 
fefted by the ten Refohitions he had* read to the- Houie on 
Tuefday fe^nnight, and-whofe refidence was at a diflant part 
of the kingdom, might have time to «onfider the fubjeft, and 
come to fuck- refolutions, and prepare fuch evidence, as they 
fhould think proper to lay before the Houfe. * The Refoluti- 
ons agr^d to by the Irifli Parliament, if made the bafis of the 
intend^ fyftemofintercourfe,wouidaffea: Scotland ina much 
greater degree than might be imagined^ He (poke as a coun- 
try gentleman, reprefenting perfons of that defcription, and 
he would ftate to the Houfe an article whiich would be fo 
exceedingly afied^ed, as to endanger the ruin of the landed 
» , . intereft of Scotlanclj and that was the article^ of gram. If 
i:he Refolutions wejre agreed to, as they flood at prefent, the 
Irifh would import grain >into the weflern port« of Scotland, 
and greatly underfel the Scotch farmers ; the confequence of 
which would be, the latter wJQuW not be able to pay their 
rents, and thus the land-owner Would be ruined. Sir William 
flated the nature of the laws, which govern the export and 
import of corn into Scotland, and fhewed, that while under 
thofe laws, the ports on one fide of the kingdom might be 
filut, the lyijlh might be pourihg in their corn through the 
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p©it$on thefijther. . For the fake, therefor^ of the landed 
intereft, he wiihed the right honourable Chancellor of the 
£xche4uer wbuld not hurry the bufinefs, but recolleft that 
land-owners were not accuftomed to fo much celerity and 
difpatch, as merchants and men of bufinefs; Another fubjeft 
that would be materially afieded by the Refolutions, was 
/the fiiheries of Scotland ; he faid, he lamented that the father 
of the fiihecies was in another place. That geatleman^ and 
every body knew ^who he meant by the title he had. given 
htm, .wovldy had he been prefeat, had it in his power to give 
the Houie much better information on the fubjeft, than he 
could; but undoubtedly the^fiiheries of Scotland would be 
greatly injured, perhaps entfirely ruined, by the Iri(h being 
let into a f«ee participation of .them. Sir William faid, he ^ 

>did not fee the member for Glafgow in -his place, but to his 
knpwledge.tbat honourable gentleman had a petition to pre- 
tfent from the Chamber of Commerce of Glafgow, whp were 
greatly alarmed a^ the Refoltitions, a circumftance that the 
hpnourabfe and learned gentleman wh6 iat next the Chan- 
€ellQr;ef tbe Exchequer might be apprized of. He had alfo 
lunxfelf. Sir WilKam declared, received a great nund>er of 
letters from Scotland, dating that meetings were to be held 
ibr the purpofe of confidering and determining what were the 
fteps moft proper to be taken to avert fo great an evil; on all 
theIe.accQunts> therefore^ he hoped the right honourable gen- 
tleman would name a more diftant day than Tuelday, ^ 
Mr.Dundas faid, there was no fear that fuflBqieut xare Mr.Dbii4^ 
would not be token to let the gentlemen of Scotland know of ' 
the nature of the Refolutions that^ were upon the. table, .and 
he believed, the gentlemen of that country were not remark- 
able 'for inattention to their own intereft. But if a petition 
from Glafgow had aftually been received by th^' member for 
Qlafgow, it was preCty evident that -the people ^of Scotland 
were already apprized of the fubjeft, and had found time to 
take meafuresupon it. Indeed, he faid, he held in his hand 
a pretty i];rong proof, that it was not likely for the Scotch to 
be any flrangers to what had been done upon the affairs of 
Iceland in that Houfe, for th'e printed paper which he •then 
held, part of which was print;ed in large letters, and part of 
it in fmall, he received froih EdinbuFgh two poftsago. That 
paper had been, he found, circulated with ^^eat induftry 
through every corner of the kingdom ; and infinite pains had 
been taken to hiiilead and inflame the Puhliq, by mifi«i»»- 
.fqntingthe true fcjiturcs of the Propofitipjiii, with .regard to 
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the Inteitd'ed plait of cobne^tdn Between this conihtrf aii4 ' 

Sir w. Cu- Sif William CttHptgham faJd, kt the paper the learned ^jeti^ 
ningkaibe. tfecfian held, contain dther reprefenta«ion ^ mifieptefenU'- 
tion, be had no hand m that ot any other poWicatldftv tm tl|d 
. fubjedi. Whenever he wrote afty thiftg, be alWayi figifed his 
name to it* • 

Mr.Gaf. Mr. Gdfcoyfu^ jtin, faid, he had a petition to pt^fi^t fironi 
^^•' his conftituents of Liverpool ou the fubjc^ in di^te, a fttb- 
jd£t that he conceived to be of fo much impofta^e tb tbiS 
commercial interefts of the countrv, that it oidght to be dif- 
ctt^d with the ntmoft temper and candonr. m wati forry, 
therefore, to fee it taken up with no inconfiderabte Jtegrec of 
warmth. He thought it his duty to write to hid c^nfthki^ 
ents a full account of what had pafied upon a fubj«ft fo iA- 
terefting to them on the evening of the day oti Whkli thtt 
Chancellor . of the Etchequer had fifft Opened it to the. 
Houfe. ^ In confequence of having fodond, the merdlafits <rf 
Literpool had met laft Sunday, diftufl^d the pfop6(itions, 
and drawp up a petition tp^ jbe Houfe, which they had tfanf- 
mitted to him to prefent. T^at Was not, he knew, the 
ptoper time to ftate the nattire of if, but when tie dd>ate on 
the queft^ion before the Hou^ wa^ ov^r, he WOtild jS^i^fti that 
the petition might be brought upr ttis ponftitueats had ndt 
s inikrt36ted him to fay, that th^ Wiflled fO be heafilby coun- 

fel upon it| but they might pofBbly fumifll Yivm Witlt another 
petitteil for that purpofe. H« thought it right W foy, how- 
ever, that he had written to thefti, io depute A fe^ of their ^ 
b6dy, beft informed on the fubje^, to come to town and 
afliu him, how to a6l in a matter^ ift which they mift necaf- 
farily be fo jtouch more converfant thin hitftfelf. When 
they arrived,^ If they defirrf to be hftafd at the bar, he flio<a!d 
move the Hopfe for thai piJrpofe. Ift the mean time, he 
hoped the Chancellor 6f the t^chequer would not pufli the 
bufmefs on too fuddenly ; but, when he faid fo, he wiihed not 
to be underftood to fpeak a^ an advocate for delay ; he was 
always for a due regard to difpatch,*and en the prefent occa- 
lion ne meant only ^to be confidered as defiring ftiflS^ient tfme 
for proper inquiry and difculffion. 
Mr.lPoy. Mr. Fox rofe to declafe^ that ftould it happen that there 
- ifaould be no application to be hear4 ^y Couiife!, o^ to ofier 
evidence of fadts at the, bar, he for one /hould objed to the 
right honourable gentleiinan's preffing the Houfe to Mitte to 
arty vote reipe^ing the proportions that had been kid upon 
^ ' •' . . . the 



Awf7«5'' : £- B A T E S* j^y 

thef fabte, at r^feldtlotw vwted bf t*e^ Irilh Papliiittent; n6^ 
fliTJtAd he obje<!i to kkch t tiMim qnly^ oil Tttefday next, bat 
on tfcat dfiPjr werfjj <ir eytfft t^ ddy irtowtlij fhoaM they net 
hsste by %hi»t tiiw^lie^ fomething mare ^ what had been 
dofl^tipofi ^o febj^ by the Pdrliamertt of Ireland.. Cir- 
camftan^ sis thev ^7t#r^ te i0i»is impoffiblfl to proceed to ' 
vote sirty Propofatiort Whatever, before they knew the 
wtl^ tNt tie Pii^ltartiHit of Ireland did upon the fubjedl, 
withoutgettingiiitoa f^tuation the moft extraordinary that 
ev^ Par&meftt ptrt a co«»lry ittto. He begged gentlemen 
inoft fertooOy to ievolire i» their mind» the rery fingular f re- 
dJeitfla<«fiit in wfich the I^^Iiafiiekit erf" Eftglartd and tlie Parli:^ 
vMit €fl Ii^I^d troiild AmAp fl^oirld thk Houfe either on 
Tt^^iifey Ae«t, or o» ^^ f^bfeqjaent day^ come to a decifivft 
vote upon the fubjeft Without previoufiy knowing what was 
the tilfiitx^fum df the Parli^meat of Ireland. ' The right ho- 
nOHrtblo geutleflnitt had ftated it gs the great good of his 
fyflem, and a^ matter of reproach to the noble Lord in the 
bfae ribband^ and to hkn^ and to fiich other perfons as had 
cYer pr(5|)ofed any thing to be done for Ireland, (hat they had " ^ 
net taken care t& obtain a return on the part of Ireland for 
wfca€ this co»ntry granted her. *Now, as matters flood, the 
Ifetife wa$ ignofant whjit that return, what that foraething, 
What tll« (mid pro qutf Was? By flight conjedlure only had he * 
arty idea What it was, an* hi^ donjefture was grounded upon 
the Refollitio!! of the ParHament of Irelimd, which Mr. 
OW had propbfed on the Monday, ftibfequent to the vote of 
tte fertner ten Refotefions on the Friday. He fuppofed^ 
therefore^ that it Wiae that Refolution that was to he the re- . 
tijfrtt } but lill the Houfe knew it, they could not' vote a de-^ 
cifive Pfefblutiofi of their own without precipitating themfelvet 
into ardHemme* The fituation of the two countries wopld 
thett be this : on the jeurnal* of the Parliament of England, 
afld on- die journals of the Parliament of Ireland, would ftand 
ReftAitidns criminslting: each other. When h^ on a former 
oceafxjfi, reprobated the bufinefs bring firft opened in Ireland, 
as a matter equally Indecent dftd inconvenient, and as a mat- , 
.tcf that would ht attertAjd with fetious ill confequences, he 
had been anfwered by hs- bring faid, that if the Parliament 
of England had firft V6ted Refolutions, and the Parliament 
of Ireland jhould refufe to agree to them, it would be a cirr 
cumftattce fifgraoeftrl to thiscountry, and*perfc6tty hugatory. 
NoV^ this Very drfgrace weuW the Houfe incur, fhould it 
pUbceed t<r a toC^ bcfot^ the Parliament of Ireland had come 

to 
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to its ultimattiim* It woiiid be liable alio to all the other in* 
couveniexKes that he had himfelf ilated* Mr. Fox le- 
peated his determinaticxi to cppofe any attempt to prefs tlie 
Houfe to a vote upon the fubje&, fo earty as Toefday, de- 
ilring gentlemen to hold it in their minds, that they wooki 
have done nothing but fqwn the feeds of futme ill blood be- 
tween the two countries, ihould they irote a reiblatioa, be- 
fore they were informed of die kft ;uid ultimate detominar- 
tiin qf Ireland. 
Mr. Chill* Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe as (bon as Mr; Fox bad iat dowii^ 
■ribr PStt, 3qJ declared tjiat it was highly rieceflary he ihould iay a ttw 
words in order to remove the mifchievous imprelfiaa^ which 
the right Jhonourable gentleman had taken Co much pauis to 
inake on the minds of all who heani him* What the right 
honourable gentleman had faid that day, was another pn»£ 
of t}i3 wiih there was to prematurely bring forward a gener^ 
difcuffion of the fuhje£ly to miilead the Public rd*pe£Ung it ; far 
the whole of the right honourable gentleman^s fpeech ^d beeoL 
either a miftatement of fa£t% or dixe<£l}y contiadidory to all 
the right honourable gentleman^s former arguments* Theright 
honourable gentleman had -before complained of hishaviqg 
caufed the bufinefs to be opened in the Parliament of Irelaody 
and had declaimed with his cuftomary veliemence againft the 
circumilance^ as indecent, as difgracefbl, and as dangeroBS to 
a degree and yet, would any man in his ienieg thiak it poT- 
iible 1 the fame right honourable gendemaa had diat day coa^ 
tended, that the bafinefsonght to be brought to a conclimon in 
the Parliament of Ireland, before it was proceeded Qpon at 
oU in that Houfe ! Let the Ho^fe^ let the Public mark this 
flntnge inconfiJQency, this yic^enceof contradi£lioii^ and let 
them decide, what degra^ of weight any arguments oa^ht 
to have, that proceeded firom a quarter ot fo Tittle fleadineis 
and fo little authority ! With segard to t^ idea of waitiiig 
fer the Parliament, i»f Ireland, he^>t«rtained no fuch fenti* 
' ment: if any a{^Ii(jation fiM»»Id k^ m»i^ by {duties who 
thought themfelves deeply inteseAed in fhe fyftem of which 
he had fta^ to the HoiUe the outline on a former day» to 
be heard either in evidence at the imp 4)r by Coon^ he 
ihould certainly be for dedicating To^filtiy to that Imfineisy 
and if that day ihould not be enou|^ to leoeive all the in* 
formation that might be offered, let Wednefdjiy be alio taken^ 
and fo on till the whole could be gone through, and -after it 
wa&all heard, his intention was to propoie a refolutioo for 
the Hou{e to vote^ becaufe he thotight it highly neceflary 
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that the Parliament of Great Britain fhould coiti^ to Ibmedo- 
cifion or other upon the fubjedl; and tl^s dectilve relblution 
he fliouid propofe on Tuefflay, in cafe no application to be 
heard dther in evidence or by counfel was made^ whetlier 
the Parliament of Ireland had made their ultimatum or not* 
That the Parliament of Ireland had not been fufficiently ex« 
plicit in declaring what tfie compenfation was fhe was wil- 
ling to. make in ,retum for being admitted to a participation 
of the commerce of Great Britain, he was ready to admits 
and had exprefDy faid, when he opened the proportions to 
the Houfe; but the Parliament of Ireland had clearly and u'n^ 
deniably recognifed the principle upon which the intended 
fyftem was founded. 

The Parliament of Ireland had met the propofition com- 
pletely, though in the £rft milance &e had not admitted it 
ta its full extent. Was this doing nothing, as the honoura- 
ble gentleman had faid ? Was it not the diredl contrary ? 
Suppofing even that nothing more was done, was it not get- 
ting on a very confiderable way in laying the ground for a 
fyflem of intercourfe that was to eftabliih the harmony be- 
tween the two lifter kingdoms, cement their connections 
unite their interefts, and promote their mutual proijperity> 
to come pteciiely at an authentic declaration of what- Ireland 
wiihed for i Was there a man who heard him fo weak a rei- 
foner as to attempt to argue that it was not a progrefs t^rid^ 
ing efientially to facilitate a future arrangement on a broad 
and |)ermanent bafis ?. Nothing could be more obvious, no- 
thing more undeniable, than that it was gaining a great deal, 
and that it proved the mode that had been taken of afcer- 
taining what Ireland wiflied for, before Great Britain agi- 
tated the queftion, of what it was prudent and fafe for her 
to grant, was the true and only way of beginning a bulinefs, 
which every friend to either kingdom muft be anxious to 
have ended with cordiality and fatis&<^ion to both countries. 
Mn Pitt adverted to mifreprefentations that had been ftudi- 
oufly and induftriouily circulated throughout the kingdom 
with an artful defign to^ porfon the minds of the Public, and 
prejudice them againfl a plan of the utmoft importance to the 
national interefts : he reprobated them in fevere terms, and 
faid, he hoped the gOod fcnfe of the People would operate 
* as an antitode to fuch poifon, and render its ej9e£): as inno- 
cent as its purpofe was bafe and malignant. He faid, when 
the Committee met, he fhould fully open to them his ,mind. 
upon the fubjefl^ and ftate not only the refolution he ftiould 
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-move, Tyat die groands on wiAchh^xavvfA it* At tb^ fya^ 
ttime he sepeated fais intoitfiQa l>y op 0^99$ to jblirry ih^ ^ufi- 
nefs with an imfmpsr dfigrpit si difpstfctu bv^ b^ ns^re 
every maj^t^ of Hifocmatloa Mpqn it iim flM>iM h» nifieiAl. 
Afr» Fox* Mn Fojif rofe to explaia : he Aid he had not been ^Sy^ed 
hy any wifli pxema^tuxelyy axid M an impisoper tiiD^to ga 
lato a general difcuJfioa of the oEbm of Irdfu^ hut had 
thought it candid to fay iiklf mi phihiy what his inten- 
'tions were, if the right hooouraUe geodeman Oam]d no«t 
'Tucfday pref^ the Honfe to a doeifive vote under the prefettt 
trircumfti^ces of the foufinefe. The rigbt^hoaojir^k gen- 
tleman had charged him with iciooi](itftehcy, bat 19 h& there 
was no inconfiftency in his having faid, h^ difappogved ef ths 
-hufinefs having been pfened io dae Paiiiaraent of Jcelend be- 
fore it was fiated intfaat Houfe, and his having jihat day de- 
clared, he would objefib tp any pnopofition thatHottfe fsight 
be called updn to decide^ hetore they had heacd tiie ^iou- 
. turn of the P^rliafHent of irejlfiad. He had iaid» aod be 
was fure th^t k would have bean mofe haodibflBe and: ^loze 
decent to have begun the hutiBeb withio thole rngjUs ; bnH the 
mother method having been taioen^ the cafe iwas to dkflredy 
^at it flitoold be known .Entirely and coiapktdy what the 
«wi&es of Ireland weiief hefoie that Houde proceeded lio take 
. any ^ecifive ftep in the buTincfs* For b^ part, he Ji&p- 
^roved of the matter, ks well as tlie manajBi, of making the 
propofitioRs; a £rte grant on the piart of eaeh country firuck 
hun as the pn^ereft mode of oeniing to an fljnftaiene fkift- 
'fa£loiy to both. But, at any late^ it wowld have heeo^het- 
ter for the two Parliaments to haare ieparatej^y re£>h2ftd what 
each was difpofed to give. Mr. Fox pointed -out the ex- 
treme difierence between Ireland, declaring vaiimtanly» and 
«on her own mere motive, what her wifhes wece; aiM the 
-bufinefs being opened there by aa Engliibmaa, a fnensfaer of 
>che Qritifli Parliameot, who went over to Ireland^ proeufed 
a leat in the Irifh Houie of Commons, and, in the capacity 
of Secretary to tbe Lord Lieutenant, or, as it would, -nm- 
conftitutionally {peaking, be called, aiding as the ficitiih 
Minifter in Ireland. He contended that ihe Miniilers at 
home, and the Minifters in Ireland, had led the Patliameixts 
of the two countries into the ftrange iituacioa of holding |i 
different language on the fame buiinefe, and voting 0i6>lu-< 
'«ion$ of a contradidtory and even of a criminating 'nalrurf. 
"With regard to ivhat the right honourable gentiraian had 
4liid <^ induftrious mifrepbefeoatation, hecpuld Qnly.fa>yfor 
« ' hiin&lf^ 
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himfelf, that he had neither ften nor countenanced any mif- 
reprefentations ; the publications he had feen were moftly 
extra<9:s from the fpeech of Mr. Qrde in the Irifti Houfe,of 
Commons ; the right honourable gentleman, therefore, muft 
mean to charge Mr, Orde with mifreprefentatiorl, if he in- 
tended to charge any body. But of this he was fute, to en- 
deavour to reprefent the matter as it really was, to inform 
the People of a fubjed of the firft importance to the na- 
tional interefts, to draw their attention to it ftifficiently, 
was a laudable and a worthy fpecies of induftry, of which 
no man need be afliamed. Mr. Fox concluded with decla- 
ring hi'g intention to oppofe any attempt to call upon thfe • 
Houfe to come to a decifive vote till they had heard farther 
from Ireland. ' '' ^ 

Mr. Eden faid, to prevent miftakes, he Would fairly ftate Mr. Eiea; 
tflfe point at which he conceived the debate to reft. He u«- 
derftood the Chancellor of the Exchequer to have pledged 
himfelf to ftate in the Committee of Tuefday next, fpeci- 
fically, what it wpuld be expedient for this kingdom to give 
to Ireland, %id alfo the fpecific compenfation which ought to 
be expedled in return from Ireland; arid farther, that full 
time would be given in the Committee for learning the opi- 
nions of others, and for receiving every information which 
could tend to complete the inquiry, before it fliould be pro- * 
pofed to take the fenfe of Parliament in the fonn of a quef^ 
tion. To his feelings this proceeding was fair and fatisfac- 
tory. Left,, however, any delay ftxould arife," he would 
take the occafion to apprife the Houfe, that papers, eflenti- 
ally connedied with the bufinefs, were ftill wanting : the one 
was, an account of prohibitions on the imports and exports 
of various goods and manufactures, which would be requifite 
in the difcuflion of the propofitions from Ireland : the other 
was, an account of the totals of all excife charged in this 
kingdom on the principal neceffaries and conveniencies of 
life, in order to fliew the comparative fituation of the manu- 
fadlurers in the two kingdoms. A fortnight had elapfed 
fi^ce he had called for thefe papers : he would not attribute 
the delay to any intentional confideration ; but triifted that 
the mere mention of it would accelerate the diligence of 
thofe who had received the order of the Houfe. Mr. Eden 
added, that information would alfo be neceflary on another 
matter, of which it was candid t6 give notice, as he knew * 
no mode of calling regularly for it ; but trufted that the 
Houfe would be latisfied if the Chancellor of the Excliequer 
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v^ould ftate it at a proper time from fuch maferials.as might 
bein the pofleffion of Government. It refpe£led a point of 
great importance both to the merchants and manufa&urers 
of this kingdom^ and was^infeparable from the principle af*- 
fumed in the Irifh propofitions of a full participation of all 
commercial advantages. It wbuld be found, on a careful re- 
ference to thofe propofitions, which purported to. eftabliih a 
genera^ equality, that through the whole detail of them tbeie 
was not a Hngle fyllable tending to compel Ireland to equalife 
» her duties upon exports, cither to the .United** State?, or to 
foreign ports in general : and it was alfo avowed on the part 
of Ireland, that there was no intention to equalife the duties 
on the import of the raw material for manufa(^ures of inter- 
nal confumption. He muft, however, inform the Houfe, 
that bar iron was at that hour imported into Ireland on a 
duty of no more than los. per ton, but into Great Britain 
at a duty of above 50s. per ton ; and yet Ireland referved to 
herfelf the whole advantage in the future export of her hard- 
ware manufa6lures to the proportion of five to one againft 
the Britifh manufa£lurer. He had always thoyght this un- 
juft, previous to the new treaty; but if a bridge was now 
to be built between the two kingdoms, it would be utterly 
abfurd in thi$ country to connive at fuch an inequality. He 
was forry to add, that the omiilion gave a fufpicious appear- 
* ance to the wjiole plan THere were other articles alio of 

great extent, and under the fame predicament ; particularly 
refpefting the duties on raw and organifed filk. 
Mf.Rofc, Mn Ro/e faid, he could inform the right honourable gen- 
tleman that tiie papers which he had mentioned were now 
ready, and would be prefented to-morrow. As to the iron 
duty, it would deferve explanation ; but it had been equalifed 
already on exports to the colonies. As to the filk dutyj per- 
haps it would be found to be compeniated by the bounty given 
in this kingdom on the export. 
' From this Mr. Eden diflented. At length the queftion 

was put and carried. 
Wr. Gaf. Mr. Gafcoignej Jun. moved for leave to bring up a petition 
coigBe,jun, from the gentlemen and merchants of Liverpool, aiid he ac- 
cordingly laid it on the table. It was read, and was as 
follows : 
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" To the Honourable House of Commons. 

^* The humble Petition of the GentJemen, Merchants, Tra- 

•• ders, and others^ Inhabitants of Liverpool, whofe Names 
^•* archereomtofubfcribed, 
« Setteth forth, 

** THAT an equal participation in all the privileges and 
** advaotages of a community fhould, by every rule ot right, ^ 
*« reafon, andjuftice, include in it a mutual obligation to en- 
** courage^ maintain, and defend thofe rights, and to contri- 
" but« equally t<T their fupport i that the ifland of Great Bri- 
** tain, when firft united in legiflation, manufadlures, navi- 
'' gation, and commerce, became united alfo in taxation to* 
*• wards the general fapport of the common good; that ad- 
'^ miffion of any neighbouring kingdom to a full fhare in all 
*^ thefe rights, without fubjecSing her to fuftain a due pro- 
** portion of the general burden too, would be a great de- 
** viation from thofe principles, upon which the union of this 
** ifland was wifely founded ; that our American colonies, 
*• firft eftabliihed by ourfelvcs, ftill fupported by our con- 
** fumption of their produdtions, and protefted by our navy, 
<* at a conftant and immenfe expence, make only an equitable 
*« return to the parent ftate, by tendering Britain the grand 
*« mart of their intercourfe with Europe ; that, from the 
*• vicinity of Ireland, and its great extent of coafty no in-- 
«« conilderable part of the Weft*lndia produ<Slions, efpc- 
<* cialty fuch articles as are fubjefl here to the heavieft da« 
" ties, might be fmuggled in upon us* to the great detri* 
** ment of tjic revenue of this part of His Majefty's dpmi- 
<* nions ; and that, as the produ£lions of foreign plantations 
** may be legally imported into Ireland, they may from 
'< thence be clandeftinely introduced amongft us, and oUr co* 
« lonres thereby deprived of the advantages they nov/ derive 
** frojn the exclufive fupply of this country; and therefore 
<* praying, that the privilege of fupplying her own markets 
" with the produce of her own colonies may be prefcrved 
«* inviolate to this kingdom, and that every farther extenfion 
" of trade between Great Britain and Ireland may be efta- 
** bliihed up6n fuch equitable principles as will redouitd 
^* equally to the mutual benefit of both <:ountries.'* 

As fooa as it had been read, it was moved, *^ TM this 
•* petition do lie on the table." 

Mr. Cjianc^Uor Pitt rofe, and congratulated the Houfe Mr, Chin. 
and the Public on their having had a petition prefented from ceilorPiti. 
aq enlightened apd refpeilable body of men, the merchants 

TXt of 
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of one of the firft .tri^ding towns of the kingdom^ wherein 
the ftrongeft teftimony was borne to the re£litiide of the 
prirfcipie/upon which the propofitions that had been opened 
' to the Houfe, for adjufting an arrangement of a commercial 
intercourfe.with Ireland, were all founded. He confide^d 
it as a proof that all attempts at mifreprefentation muft fail, 
where men employed their own underflandings and judged 
Tationaliy for themfelves. The principle recommiended in 
the petition was that, he faid, which ftatefmen and patriots 
approved as much as merchants and manufa&urers ; a prin- 
ciple that was undeniable, viz. that a participation of be- 
nefits ought ever to'be attended with a participation of bur-? 
idens, It was upon that idea that His Majefty's Minifiers 
tad proceeded in the formation of a fyften^ of intercourfe 
' >vith Ireland, calling upon the latter to meet a participation 
of th^ commercial advantages of England with a participa- 
tion of the burdens incurred by the defence of the genera) 
pommercial interefts of the empire. Mr. Pitt dwelt upon 
thefe topics for fome time, treating the petitioners in the 
yvarmeft ftyle of encomium, and exprefling an expei^ation 
• that the .good fenfe pf the kingdom would operate in like 
manner, and be produftive of petitions equally oppofite to 
the purpofies of mifrepr^fefttation and fafkion. Mr. Pitt ap* 
plauded the paiTage in the. petition that afcribed the prai^ice 
of fmuggling into Gr^at Britain the produces of the Weft- 
India, neutral, and French iflands, through Ireland, to the 
improvident fyftem of former commercial arrangements with 
Ireland. . • 

Mr. Fox. Mr. iFox faid, he was a Ijttle furprifed that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman /hould hjive chofen that opportunity to 
abufe the petitioners in fo grofs 4 ftyle. Every word he had 
uttered was a dire6l attack upon their underflandings, be- 
Cdufe,' undoubtedly, a niot-e explicit arraignment of the fyf- 
tem of intercourfe with Ireland, with the outlines of which 
the right honourable gentleman had favoured the Houfe on a 
former day, could not be made^ than was made in the peti- 
tion that had been juft read, the prayer qf which was, that 
the Houfe would take care to confine th© Britifh markets to 
Britilh merchants. How far the language the right honour- 
able gentleman had held was conciUatory, or likely tp win 
upon the tempers and difppfitions pf the other mercantile 
bodies, who might think it negeflary to petition that Houfe 
on the fuhje£l: of Ififh aiFairsi Mr. fox faid, be V^ould not 
l^ake upon himfelf to pronounce ; but though the right ho- 
pouf^ble gentl^ma^ had |)een re'ady^ vjpon ^ cttrfory reading 
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« of a petition for the firft time, to rife and brand the .peti- 
tioners with being blockheads, for ft^iting allegations of one 
kindi and concluding their petition wi^h a prayer, amount- 
ing tp a conclufion of a totally diflfcfent cdmplc£tion, he 
certainly was not prepared to treat the merchants of Liver- 
pool with fo much difrefpeft. 

Mr. Chancellor Pm roft again, and defired to convince Mr.Chan« 
the Hodfe that he had been well* warranted in what he had cciiotPitu 
faid, that the firil fentence or two of the petition might be 
read,' 

The whok of the petition was, at the defire of the Houfe, 
read over again by Mr, HatfeK 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt then contended, that the premifes na^ 
turally led to the conclufion. With regard to whether he 
had held 9 conciliatory language or not, or whether he or the 
right honourable gentleman had treated the petitioners with 
incivility or difrelpedV, it woi^ld be for the Public to deter- 
mine, if the right, honourable gentlei!nan's fpeech fliould 
be corre£lly reported, 

Mr. Gofcoigne^ jun. faid, he conceived any argument Mr. Gaf- 
ppon the contents of the petition, or the fenfe and meaning coigne,jun. 
of the petitioners, would be more fitly agitated and difcufied 
in the Committee, to Which the Houfe would, doubtlefs, 
refer the petition for confideration ; he therefore pnly rofe to 
exprefs his fatisfaftion on finding that the petition had pro- 
duced the effe£t, which he hoped every other application he 
Ihould have occa^on to make on the part of his Conflituents 
would do, v\t. to give fatisfa£tion to both fides of the 
Houfe; for as one fet of gentlemen had declared they ap- 
proved of the allegations, and another of the prayer^ it was 
evident neither were difpleafed* 

Mr. Alderman Ncwnbam laid, the right honourable Chan- Mr. Aia. 
cellor of tb^ Exchequer had noticed the power of fmuggling Ncwnbam. 
of goods from Ireland to England, as the two , countries 
flood circumfianced at prefent ; but he had taken no notice 
of till great latitude that would be given to the fmuggling 
pf th^ produce of the neutral iflands, and even of the f rench 
Weft-India iflands, into Great Britain, fhould the new fyf- 
tem of intercourfe.beeftabliihed, unlefs very wife and cau- 
tious reftriflions were provided. Mr* Newnham entered 
into a difcuflion of the nature of fugars, and the diflBculty 
of afcertaining of what ifland they were the produce when 
in a certain ftate of manufa£lure. 

The motion for ordering the petition to lie on the table 
Ijras then Agreed toj 

. Mr. 
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Mr. Aick Mr. Alderman Sawhridge rofe to make a motion relative to 
Sawbtidge. the Weftminfter fcrutiny, finiilar to the three former mo- 
tions that hacl been made on that lubjeft. 
Lord Mul- Lord Mukajler however rifing at the fame time, with a pe- 
cafter. tition in his hand, a conteft afoTe who fhould be heard firft ; 
Mr Wm. ^^^ Mx. W. <irenvilU moving/ *'. that Lond Mulcafter be 
©renviUt, heard," his Lordfhip ftated the purport and prayer of his pe- 
tition -, it was brought up and read at ihe table.' it was figned 
by Sir Cecil Wray's Committee, at the head of whom was a 
fubfcriber of the name of Fox, which created a hearty laugh* 
The petition ft'ated, that the Comniittee had cafefdHy invef- 
tigated the votes in the parishes of St* Margeret and St. John^ 
«nd had difcovered, that four hai)dred perfon& had polled as 
inhabitants of thofe parilhes,. not one of whom could be 
\ found. 
Mr. Aid. The petition having been ordered to lie upon the table, the 
Siiivbridge. Speaker called upon Mr. Alderman Savohridge^ who rofe again, 
and faid, it was now fo univerfally agreed, that a mode of trial 
fo vexatious, litigious, and abominable, as the Weftminfter 
fcrutiny did not exift ; he flattered himfelf, he fhould not. 
have occafion to take up muoh of the' time of the Houfe, or 
provoke any long debate, by moving " to put an end to it." 
Sir Cecil Wftfy, he faid, it was Well knowru wifhed to be rid 
of it ; and, though the pride of his Comif^ittee might have 
* Simulated them to fign the petition that had been juft read^ 
yet he was perfuaded they would be glad to have fo good an 
excufe for its being at an end, as the order of the Honle to difi> 
continue it. With regard to, the opinion ot tRat Hotife, there 
w<5re not ten men in it, he was convinced, who did not wiih it 
was over, for reafons which he would not inquire into, be- 
caufe he wifhed not to provoke ill humour, oT fay any thing 
that ha!d the fmalleft appearance of invidioufnefs. Mr. 5aw- 
bridge ftated the fituation of the fcrntiny, and faid if it were 
ordered to conclude immediately, Sir Cecil Wray would be 
found to have gained only two by the fcrutiny, although Mr. 
Fox had not nearly gone through his lift of bad votes in St. 
Martin's. With regard to the four hundred bad votes in the 
parifhes of St. Margaret and St. John, Mr. Sawbridge faid, 
it was highly improbable that half of them could he efta* 
bli/hed, and Mr. Fox wouljl undoubtedly be able to fet a£de 
a great number of Sir C<?cil Wray's voters. He faid brther, 
that about the one -fourth of the fcrntiny was gone through, 
and it Jiad taken nine months to proceed thus far; the whole, 
therefore, would .not, in all likelihood, be completed in lefs 
than a year and a half tp comp. To what end continue fo 

tedious 



A; 1785. P E B A T E S.» 227 

' tedious an4 fo fruitldfs a procefs ? He concluded with moving^ 
'* That it appearing to this Houfe, that Thomas Corbett, Efq. 
** High BaUiff for the city of Wcftminfter, having received 
** a precept from the Sheriffs ©f Middlefex^ for eleding tviro 
*• ^citizfos to ferve in Parliament for the faid city, and having 
*^ taken and finally clpfed th^ poll on the 17th day of May 
^* laft, being ^he day next before the day of the return of the ' 
** faid writ, he be now direfted forthwith to make a return of 
*' his precejpt of members chofen in pucfuance of it." 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, herofe not* to debate the queftion ; M. Chan* 
it had been fo often difcufled in that Houfe, that farther argu- ccUor Pitt, 
roent was unneceflary. Had any new ground for the putting 
an end to the fcrutiny been ftated, he ihould have given it its ' 

proper degree of w«ight, but as the worthy Alderman had 
no authority from Sir Cecil Wray to declare, that he was 
tired €^ the fcrutiny, and as the noble Lord behind him had 
received due authority to prefent a petition from certain elec- 
tors of Weftminfter, prayiog that the fcrutiny might be con- 
tinued, which petition was not yet out of the recolleftion of 
the Houfe , and farther, as there was nothing new in the 
worthy Magiftrate's fpeech, but his declining the ufual refort 
to invmious perfonalties ; and as .he had been fo fparing of in- 
vedkive as to have contented hinrfelf with adding the fingle 
word ** abominable" to the catalogue of epithets with which 
the fcrutiny had been loaded, he ihould take up no more of 
the time of the Houfe, but fit down fatisfied with moving, 
*« That the Houfe do forthwith adjourn." * 

The Earl of Surrey faid, he would ftate a new circumftance, The Karlof 
which he hoped would make the fame impreffioa on the right ^"''«y- 
honourable gentleman that it had made on his mind, fiiice it 
was an inconteflible proof how nugatory a court a court of 
fcrutinj was. yiie circumftance was this : a pef fon refident 
in Weltminfter, and who had a right to vote, had voted twice, 
once for Mr. Fox, and once for Sir Cecil Wray. His vote 
was .confequently attacked, and the refultwas, his good vote 
was'ftruck off, and his bad vote.fuffered to ftand. His Lordr 
ihip faid, he had intended, had the Houfe met on Tuefday, to 
have moved, tliat the High BailiSfF and his affeffor ihould attend 
at the Bar to prove this fa<Sl, but he was prevented by the 
Houfe not having met ; he wiflied iiot, however, that the 
Houfe ihould take it on his fingle aflertion, but was willing, 
if they chofe it, to be examined in his place. His Lordfliip 
urged the neceffity of their proceeding to agitate and difcufs fo 
important a bufinefs as the Iriih affairs in harmony and tem^ 
per, and appealed to the Chancellor of the Exchequer whether 
• 1 it 



328 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1785. 

it would not be wife to put an ^nd to the Weftminfter fctii- 
tiny which kept juen's minds irritated^ and angry^ previous to 
their entering iipon it ; but if that argument (hould prov€f of 
ho avail, he wifii^ him to confider, that when the qodftiorf 
of parliamentary reform came on, it was worth his while M 
ipcreafe the coraiality of the Houfe^ 
Sir w. Sir H^illiam Dolben faid, he detefted afls of tyranny and 

Polbeiu defpotifm as much as the worthy Alderman who made the 
'motion, had always ftiewn he did, btit he thought the fc(St 
alledged in the petition, viz. that Sir Cecil Wray*s Committee 
upon minute inquiry had difcovered that four hqndr^d perfons 
had voted for the parifties of St. Margeret and St. John, who 
had no exiftence in the parifli, ought to come home to every 
man^s feeling, and induce him to vote for the fcrutlny's going 
to that pariin. 
llri Piaed. Mr. Praed contended for the continuance of the fcrutiny, 
and faid a fcrutiny was what eviery member of that Houfe 
knew himfelf to b^ liable to when he flood an election. 
The queftion being put, the Houfe divided, 

Ayes (for the adjournment) - - 124 
Noes - - - 162 

\ ' Majority - - - 38 

The main queflion was then put and carried without a AU 

viCon. 

lir. Fox. Mr. Fox then moved, " That the former refoluti6ns i-e- 

** fpefting the fcrutiny fliould be refcinded and erafed from 

<* the journals," A debate occurred on this! during which 

flrangers were excluded from the gallery. The argument 

was on the impropriety of making the motion without pre- 

' vious notice, avid at fo late aa hour. It was agreed to poft- 

^ poneu toafuture day. ' ' 

March 4. 

. The High Bailiff made his return of Lord Hood and the 
right honourable Charles- James Fox ; and a queftion arofe, 
what the Houfe fiiould do with it, as the return was not fiated 
on the day appointed by the writ. The queft^ipn was put, 
that the Clerk of the Crown be directed to accept of the faid 
return, which was ordered accordingly. 
Mr. Ch»n- Mr. Chancellor Pitt then moved, " That a Committee be 
ceilorput. " appointed to make out the eftimate of theexpenceof cloth- 
«* ing and paying the militia for the year 1785." This, he 
faidy was only a motion of form, and called for no difcuffion 

on 
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pn this day. The expedieticy of keeping vp a militia wat 
what^ he hop^, would never l>e loft fight of in this country. 
Its utility, as well as its alliance to the natural principles of 
our conftftutioQ, fliould always be an argtihent for continuing 
this eftabliflitnent, fhould always live in the minds of a Bri'- 
tiih Parliament ; and he fliould be forry to fels a time when 
any dilferent principles flipuld be adopted. At prefent, though 
there was no appearance of neceffity for continuing this ex«- 
pence, and that the utility which refulted from them this year 
could bear no proportion to the expenditure which thev would 
occiafipn, yet hedeemed it neceflary to admit a conitant et« 
penoCi even when they fliould not be neceflary, for the purpofie 
of having them prepared whenever any necei&ty might arife* 
But as he coniidered it of little confeguence to draw them 
oat this year, or indeed fo often as had been ufual, he fubmit* 
ted it' as nis opinion to the Houfe, that they fliould be called 
out once in^.fbree years, or perhaps in general not fo qften. 
For'this year, in paniculsv, he tSiought it perfe£tly unnecef* 
fary. The expence of calling out the militia amounted to be* 
tween forty and fifty thoufand pounds per annum. This ex- 
pence would be, in a great degree, faved, and every purpofe of 
aflembling them anfwered equally well, by their being called 
out every three years. • 

Mr* Afar/bam, as an old militia officer, did not wifli to fee Mr. fiixm 
the militia fo muth negleded as they muft be by being called ^^^' 
out only once every three years. The manner of cloathing 
them would be difficult to regulate under this arrangement, 
and the only advantage it would have would be the faving in- 
dividuals the expence of procuring fubftitutes. 

Mr. Ord denied that the expence of calling out the militia Mr^-Ord. 
would be fo great as reprefented by the Minifter. 
' Mker a few words from Mr. Vyner and Mr. Powhey, the 
motion pafied. 

The report of the Committee of Supply on Mohday laft 
for the ordinary of the navy having been brought up by Mr. 
Gilbert, and read a firft time,, and the qu&ftion having been 
put, *• That this report be read a feqond time,'* 

Mr. Hu/py rofe and faid, although the havy was very de- Afr.Hoflcy. 
iervedly the favourite fervice in the confideration of that 
Hbufis, for which reafon it had been liberally fupplied at all 
times, he thought it his duty to ftate fome few dopbts that 
9CCuiTed to his mind on looking into the eftimates of the or« 
dinary of the navy, which the Committee of Supply of Fridaj 
laft had refolved to recommend to the Houfe, as fit in thetf 
opinion to be^voted. Mr* Hu&y added, that he faad no doubt 

Vol. XVII. Uu but 
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' ' hut the honourable gdntl^man oi>{K>rite to him would give him 
^ iuch an explanation upon the matters to which he ihouid call i 

his notice, as would be perfedliy fatisfafitory to tbeJHioure. 
He tiien obfervcd, where tliere was an entry of a large fun) in I 
one line for one general head of fetVice, it was impoffible for 
gentlemen, wha, like himfelf, were not profeffional men, to 
know whether the articles cocnpreheaded in that fum, were 
Iuch as ought to be voted or not. . They could only cpnfider 
it as men of figures, and come at trbe prob^^ble m^aiijing, by 
comparing the eAiraate with the eflimate of former years. He 
had, he faid, compared the prefent eftimate with- the isfiimates 

' of the years 1763, 1764, and 1765, v^hiph were years imme- 
.diately fubfequent to- the cpnclufion' of the war*) In ihofe ef- 

^ timates he found fums charged for/ rejjairing the docknjatds, 
anAa Variety of other purpofes, which were extremity infe- ^ 
jior to the amount of fums chargod for.^b^ fame fprifiees in ' 
the prefent eftiroat^. Mr. Huiley^. rpafoned upon {evei;al of 
thefe charges, and faid he was wholly at a k>fs to know to 
what he was to afcribe the very gte»t e:^i;efs of the charges 
now, compared with the dmoqnt of the former charges^ He \ 
laid particular ftrefs upon the charge for repairing the dock I 
yards, and dated the fpeciilc fums 5:h9t had at different times 
been granted for that purpofe. He alfo laid his finger on a 
cl^arge of fixteen^thoufand pounds for buildii^ a boufein one 
of^the dock yards for a CommifGoper. He faid, as the hp* 1 
Rourable gentlemaaoppofite to him,.bad always ftiewn hipafelf 1 
an enemy »o works of mere ihew and parade, fuch as the | 
buildings at Somerfet-houfe, &c. be hoped he would jom him 
in reprobating the application of the public money to any 
p^rpofes'of that nature, at a time when oeqonomy was foex* 
tremely necefTary. 
Mr. Brett. AJ^» B>ett rofe to give the explanation required. He ac- 
counted for the different charges in, the eflimates of the pre- 
sent year, and in thofe of former periods, for the fame heads 
of fervice, by ftajling the great difference betweea ilie condi« 
tion of our rtavy, the ntimber of fhips in ordinary, &c. at 
this time and at tliat. He reminded the Hoyfe of the general 
complaints that had been made, and the infinite inconvenience 
the nation had felt at the commencement of the late war, on 
account of the very bad condition into which the navy bad 
been fuffered to fall during the preceding peace. He faid, the 
prefent A^lmiralty fioard thought it their duty to preferve the 
/ |)ublJc from the poffibijity of incurring a fimilaf incouveni- | 

^ucc. In fo doing, he trufled the fenfe of the nation weut I 

^ith them, and that {he Hoyfe would not grudge- an -additioc^ | 

-.: ' '--... of I 
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of expence for fo ftlutary a purpofe. He pointed ant the par- 
ttCttJar^caufes of the increafe of the charges alluded to hy the 
honourable gentleman, and faid farther, that with regard to 
the charge of fifteen thoufand pounds for buildfnga houfefor 
a Commiffioner of one of our dock yards to reflde in, the 
houfe had been deemed neceflary, and ordered to be built by a 
former Board of Admiralty, and he would fairly contefs the 
eftimate was 'but for nine thoufand pounds ; but every gen- 
tleman who had built a houfe knew, that eftimates rarely 
gave the ultimate fize of the expence incurred. A trifling al- 1 

teration ferved as a plea for a large addition of charge, and 
it generally happened that a building coft a great deal more 
by the time it was iiniihed than it was computed it would coft 

L when it was begun. Were n6t this the cafe, and were it. not 

r impoflible to (ave the expence now, he (hould not have moved 

for the money ; and did aflure the honourable gentleman he 

entertained the fame diilike to fpending the public money in 

- buildings now that he profefied before he came into oi&ce, and 

I would as readily join him in any prafticable plan *to prevent' 
the incurring of fuch charges. 

The report was ordered to be read a fecond time, and was 
read accordingly, and agreed to. 

The order for tlie conilderation of the Committee on the 

! office reform bill haying been read, and the Speaker rifing to 
fill up the blanks, by moving the necefl*ary queilion on each 
feparate amendment of the Committee, 

Mr. Powys complimented the Chancellor of the Exche- Mr.Powy«, 
qiier for having brought in a bill that had fo ^audahlean objedl, 
and defired to know from him, how two of the perfons named, 
as Commiffioners in thecommiffion, to be authorifed and in<- 
ftituted under this bill, could be capable of difcharging their 
duty, fince they were a£li tig, under another com mi (Con in a 
capacity which they had filled to the univerfal fatisfafiion of 
the Public, and highly to their own honour. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, the bufinefs of the exifting com- Mr. cii»n» 
Biiflion, from, its nature, was flow, and by no means occupied «"w P*"« . 
the whole of the Commiflioners' time. He could, therefore, 
aflure the Houfe, ' that the two gentlemen in queftion, ^yhofe 
indaftry and ability no man would difpute, were fully capable 
of executing the duties about to be impoied .on them by this 
new commiflion, the objedl of which was extremely difFtrent, 
and by no means clafhed with the objeft of the former com- 
oiiflfion. Mr. Pitt faid, he fpoke with confidence on the fub-» 
jeft, as he had the authority of the gentlemen themfelves for 
%j^e declaration be had made. As he was upon his' legs, he 

y u i fai4 
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faid, he ynqulA juft fay a word or two to another matter that 

* )iad neceflarily a reference with the fubje£l of the btU nnder 
confideration. He lamented that an honourable genttemapv 

^ zt whofe particular inftance the confideration of the rep^ ha4 
been put off on a formpr occafion to that day* ^^^ i)<>t in the 
lioufe. He had hoped to Ipve had the pleafare of feeing hint 
in his place, and of hearing from him how be meant to apply 
, the minute of the Treafury Board, which the honourable gen • ' 
tieman he alluded to had moved fOT» in objedioh to the preleot 
bill. That minute had been made when the.bonpuraUe een-^ 
.tieman himfelf affifted the £oard of Treafury with his ftqVice 
and abilities,, but as tiothing had been done in confequence of 
the minute; nor any one ftcp whatever taken towards carry* 
ing it into efkSt^ he knew. not how the minute could be maoQ 
to fupport the honourable gentleman's argument on a former 
day, that the prefent bill was unneceflary, becaufe the Board 
of Treafury had full powers of themfelves to do all that the 
bill would authorife the Commiffioners, unlefs by—— Juft 
as Mr. Pitt had got to this part of his fentencc^ Mr. Sheridait 
entered the Houfei Mr. Pitt, therefore, ffaopt fliort, and faid, 
he was glad the honourable gentleman was come to faye him 
the trouble of gueffing at his fenttments, which he would fo 
much beti:er ftate, and enable the Houfe to h^ve upon autho-^ 
r rity. 

' The Speaker then went through the amendments, and upon 

• the queftion " That this bill Iw engrofled,** 

Mr. Shen« Mr. SberiJan rofe and faid, he had no 6bje£tion to themo- 
<3an. ♦ jtion and to let the bill go to the third' reading, wh^ he flat- 
tered himfelf he itiould be able— certainly not to conceive the 
right honourable gentleman, but— to fcew him that tbepreient 
bill was abfoiutely and entirely unnecei&ry, becaufe the Board 
of Treafury had a)l thie powers (he bill prOpofed to inveft in 
Commiffioners vefled in them already. Mr* SheHdan faid, 
^the minute of the Treafury which he had moved would^ he 
trufted, bear him out in this affertion; bvitasit iifasnot pre- 
fented before Friday laft, he really had lipt timeitp read it with* 
ujfficient attention to fpeak upon it at that moment, but he 
. was pretty con^dent it was fuffictent gVound for him to ftaqd 
on. At prefent, if he objefled at all to the report, he fliould 
have moved, by way of amendment, to leave oiit the names of 
the Commiffioners^ and to iiifert, in their ftead*^ the names of 
the Lords of the Tfeafury.' But not feeing any particular 
reafon to take the debate then, he would let the b'H^ be made 
as good a bill as it pofSbly could be, and then, in its per&£l 
iflate, argue againfi its,prmciple. ' Mr. Sbeh^Q iaad farthor, 
;-,••... ■• ^ tha^ 
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ihat the fame argument that applied in objedtion to the former 
bill, applied in obje£lion to the prefent. That obje£tion had 
been ufed in the other Houfe, where, when the former bill 
fiad been thrown out, complaint had been made of its being 
left to them to do dirty work^ and to throw out a popular bill. 
Mr. Sheridan added, that tlie former bill had certainly been 4 
bill the mod nonf^ndcal, abfurd^and ridiculous, that ever was 
framed, and the authors of it had beeii heartily aihamisd of 
It. . 

Mr, Charfcellor Pitt faid, he had not the fmalleft objedion Ut. Ch««« 
to takins the debate on a future day, when the honourable gen- c«llor Pitt, 
tleman mould be better prepared, and as nothing could be more 
plain than the points which the honourable gentleman had 
pledged himfelf to prove, they were fairly at ifluei and the 
iloufe would find it an eafy matter to decide between them. 
With regard to the former bill, if it was*fo full of nonfenfe 
and abfurdity as thehonour^bl? gentleman had thought proper 
to ftate» it was an evident proof that the honourable gentleman 
and his friends w^fe. extremely gentle in their oppofition'at 
the time the bill was in rts way through that Houfe, as no one 
pf j:hem took the trouble to point out any one particular in * 
which the nonfenfe and abfurdity were evident, but fuiSered 
the bill to be carried up to iheother Hpufe. Mr. Pitt added,' 
that in the debate on the prefent bill, 4:ome on when it would, 
he ihould not hold himfelf bound to difcufs or enter into any 
defence of the former. , 

Mr. Fox defired the Houfe not to run away with the idea Mr.Foi; 
that the prefent bill was exa£^ly the fame as the former bill, . 
and under that notion, to vote for it, witliout examination. 
|Ie meant not then, Mr. Fox faid, to go into the difcuffion of 
what the bill was, or whether it was a better or a worfe bill 
than the foriner ? So far he was ready to admit, it wjis fo much 
a better bill In proportion, as it was fo much fhorter ; but how 
far, upon the whole, it Was a good bill, he would enter into 
the confideration of on a fubfequent day. It was enough for 
his prefent purpofe to remind the Houfe that it was not the 
fame bilK 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt admitted that it was not a facjimiie of Mr. Ch»n,, 
the foriner bill, although it gave the fame powers for the fame w"'^' a»"-' 
furpofe. In the former bill there were certain pofitive pro*- 
vifipns that were omitted in t1ie prefent, which was confined 
rather to enad the general obje£i: than to recite it in detailed 
xaules. 

; Mr, Burke rofe to defire fome papers might be read; but be- Mr. Bvrlcc 
ing given to underftand^ that it was wifhed tq take the debate . • 
" '■ " ' " ■■ ' ■' ' ' '" * on 
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on a future day,' very, readily confented to poftpone his 
purpofe. 

The bill w^s then ordered to be engroflcd, and read a 
thrid time this day. n 

• • March 8. 

Mr. PeJ-' ^r. PelhaM wiflied to move for papers of material confo* 
^•**"" quence, in the difcuflion of the Irifli queftions. He'was led 

to this motive, by inforraatibn- contained in the Report of 
' the Committee of Privy Council, which had juft come to bis 
\)z\\i. He conceived, that the firfl: part of the Refolution, 
fubmitted to the coiifideration of the Houfe, related to the 
import of the manuhdlures of each kingdom, and that the 
airangement of that part of the Propofitions, was to be fettled 
\y\yon principle? of reciprocal advantage. And confequently, 
he fuppofed, that bounties upon afiy manufafture given in 
one country, fliouIH be balanced by duties on the importation 
, iulo thfe btner He underftood, from one of the Refolutions, 
th.«t the duties were to be fo balanced, that the manufedtories 
of each kingdom were to be upon an equal footing. He 
wilhed to be confidered as giving no pofitive opinion upon 
this part of the fettlement to take place with Ireland. As a 
iriendao Irehmd, lie fliould by no means have brought for- 
ward any regulations refpetSing the manufa<Slures of England 
and Ireland ; the advantages the Trifh were now poflefled of, 
he w^s willing to leave them in quiet poileffion of; but if 
frtfli ones were to be given, and a plan of equality or reci-'* 
procity was to be adopted, he thought it material, that the 
Houfe fhould be informed of all the advantages that were at 
prtlent poflefled by the Irifh manufa£lures, and particularly 
thole of linen, from internal bounties, as it might be a queflion^ 
wljether the ftaple manufaflure of each country fiiogld be 
received by the other, upon an equal footing; and that a$ 
the Englifli woollens were fubjecSl to a heavy duty in Ireland, 
whether a fimilar duty upon Irifh linens coming to England, 
mi^ht not neceflarily form a part of the plan. He wiihed, 
that th,ere might be an authentic account of the feveral boun- 
ties, given at difierent time^ by the Irifli Parliament \ the 
natures of fuch grants were various, frequently applications 
v/ire made to Parliament for fums of money, in confequence 
of fxpences that .had beeil incurred on eflablifhing manufacr 
tnres, which were generoufly granted. Parliament alfp 
gi anted money to the Linens Board and Dublin gociety, 
which the Board and Society difpofed of, in granting a pef 
cent, on various manufadlurcs, particulaily linen, in giving 

Ipoix^s 



A. 1781. • P: E B A T E $. 33s 

looms to manufadtprers, and in ' other modesi according tet 

the nature of the manufafture. He therefore moved, " Aa 

** Addrefs to His Majefly, for an account of all bounties 

*^ upO|? Irifli manufa6lures, granted by a6is of the Irifh Par- 

*' liament, either by grofs fums to individualsi who have 

*• eftablifhed manufaflories, or by a per cent# on the manu* 

" 'fa£lure, .or by grants of the Line|n Board and Dublin So-^ 

*' ciety, or in any other manner, during the laft five years, * 

«' fpecifying the fums granted each year for the faid pur- '. 

V pofes." ' : • * ., .• 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid he fliould certainly have no ob^ Mr. cha«;. 
}e£tion to the motion, although he did not think it would ^^*?»' ***^» 
anfwer the end for which the hcmourable gentleman propofed 
it. He fuppofed the objedl of the documents required was to 
^afcertain, how far the ftaple commodities of the twp coun- 
tries (namely^ the Imen and woollen) were comparatively 
encouraged in each. He was afraid that the informati9n» 1 
now called for,^ would not fufficiently elucidate the point, 
but at all events he thought it proper that it ihouid he offered 
to the Houfe. He flattered himfelf, however, that every 
matter of that nature would be fully explained when the fub* 
jc(Sb ihonld be more completely under difcufiion. 
* The queftion was put and carried. ^ 

Lord Beauchamp faid, he held in his hand a printed copy Lord Bmo* 
of a Report of the Committee of the Houfe of Commons of champ. , * 
Ireland, appointed to enquire into the ftate of all themanu* 
fadlures of that kingdom. As it was the moft auihentic 
fourceof the important information it contained, that could 
be had, and as the Houfe would certainly have frequent oc- 
cafion to refer to it in the djfcuffion that^would neceflarily 
take place on the propofitions that had been made and agreed 
to by the Parliament of Ireland, he hoped the right honour- 
able gentleman would have no objedion to a motion for an 
Addrefs, that the proper oflBcer do lay the fame before the 
Houfe. His Lordmip faid, he offered this motion with a vievr 
t6 another motion, when the report fhould be upon theii; 
Table,' viz. that a fufficient number of copies fhould be 
prii;ited for the ufe of the Houfe. 

/Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that the Report might certainly Mr. cKan- 
be found -ufeful, but he doubted whether the Houfe could ^tWot Pitt, 
with propriety addrefs His Majefly on the fubjeQ. He de* 
claijedLitwas to him a very difagreeable tafkto give even the 
mppearance of oppofition to any motion, the ol)je£l of which 
was to procure information, but his only objedion on this 
fubjjejSl was, not to the fubflance. but to tne form, for he did 

«ot 
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not think It proper to addreis Hii Majefty fdi a'paper which 
he was certain had never been laid before him. This diffi- 
culty, however^ couid not ftand between the Houfe and the 
information ofl^red to it, becaufe as the report was already 
printed by order of the Irilh Houfe <rf Commons, and 2$ the 
noble Lord had already a copy of it in his haiids, it mjgHt be 
taken full advantage of by thofe gentlemen who wifmd to 
give themfclyes trouble on the fubjed. 
^iMd Bun* Lord Beauchnrtip faid, he nnderftood it had beeti not iiii» 
chimp. afual for members to lay papers upon the table, and for th6 
Hoofe to fufer them to remain there. [The Speaker fignified^ 
that it was altogether irregular and uncuftomary, to permit 
any fuch pra£kice,] His Lordfhip faid^ he by no means 
Wiflxed to prefis^the Houfe^o depart from their emibliflied and « 
r^ular rules, but he mi|ft own, he was extremely anxious 
to have the Report laid upon the table, if it could be pvelefnt« 
cd, conflflent wiih the order and the practice of the Houfe, 
biecaufe he, and other gentlemen, might poflibly have oc- 
eafion, in the courfe of the debate on the propoCtiohs, t6 
lefer to difierent niatters, relative to the ftate of the iBanU'* 
fa6tures of Ireland, and it certainly would be more fatisfac- 
tory to refer the Houfe for the truth of their arguments to 
the Report, undoubtedly the beft authority that, could.be had» 
than to truft folely to their own perfonal aflertions. 
.Mr.C?!Mn- Mr. Chancellor Pitt repeated, that he had no bbjcilion 
coUor Ktt. b^^ in point of form. He wiflied the motion could be com- 

plyed with, confident with pradticability. 
l^a Bctu- ' ^Lord Beauchamp faid, he by no means wiflied to pre6 % 
chaiD^ motion that he found could not be complied with in point 

of form. 
Mr. Eden. Mr. EdeH faid, that, in riiing to move an Addrefs to the 
^ing, that all the a£ls of the Iriih Legiflature ihouid be laid 
before the Britifh Houfe of Commons, he felt that the pro* 
. pofition was of fo novel a nature^ as to call for good reaibns; 
in fupport of it. He was not aware that there could be any- 
difficulty in point of fad, as he knew that the Irifti Statutes 
were already in pofleffion of one of the public offices; ijor 
was he liable to be told that they were not fortfa conjingj^as it 
was a part of the conftitution of. the empire, that the Iiifli 
laws pnfs under the Great Seal of this kingdom. In defixin^ 
to bring them before the Houfe, he would frcdy iay, tha^- 
though voluminous accounts refpedling the cbmmerce^ n»^ 
■ nufa&ures and revenues of the two kingdoms had been moved 
by hiinfelf and others, and though many papers had bedft 
alfo brought ivith great *candour by His Majeftj^s Miniflflf 

for 
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for the information of Parliament, the'whole would be de-. 
feAive, unlefs means could be furnifhed to refer alfo to the 
Jrifh Statutes. For example, it 'was his intention and wifh' 
*to bring into difcuffion the juftice, expediency and ncceffitv 
of equalizing the foreign trade of the two kingdoms, in Cafe 
it fhouid prove praAicahle to equalife the fyftems of their 
domeftic trade and intercourfe; he could not underftand any* 
prh(^Fple by which a full participation of Britifh advantages 
fliould be given to Ireland^ which did pot imply that a full 
participation of Irifh advantages fhould be fee u red to Great 
Britain. If then it fhould be thought proper to examine 
whether Ireland, importing the materials of her inanufaaurei 
Wtth inferior duties, was enabled to export to foreign markets 
on terms which muft gradually exclude the fair competition 
of th^ Britlfli manufadtures, and fometimes even with great 
bounties dire£Hy or indiredly given, he muft apprize the 
Houfe, that fuch an inveftigation could not be carried on by 
any of the documents before the Houfe, but only by a re- 
ference to the Irifli Statutes. • 

A^ain, he ^as not prepared to form an opinion how far in 
arranging the propofed legality of competition between the 
manufafturers of the two kingcfoms, it would be right to re- 
quire from Ireland an equivalent, either for the difference of 
her burdens in point of relative taxation, or for her Advan- 
tage in the inferior price of raw materials and labour, or fot 
her various internal bounties, or for the Britifh bounty or 
the export of Irifli linens^ or for the duty meant to be conti- 
nued on Britifli woollens, though the Irifli linens are for ever 
to be duty free; but he was certainly prepared to affert, that 
thcfe were matters well worthy of the fulleft examination, 
which could only be obtained by referring to the Iri/h 
Statutes. - . 

Again, in the various matters which every hour brought 
either to his recollcilion or obfervation in confidering the 
Irim propofitions, he was continually difcovering new fub- 
je&s of doubt, and fuch as he Ihould think it his duty to af- 
certain, if in the reftilt of the whole he flibuld wifti to give a 
general fupport tathe propofed fyflem. The Irifli refolutiohs 
were extremely complicated and difficult, and Jt was no 
wonder thai they were as yet very imperfeflly underflood. 

With every endeavour to underfland them, aiid^ with fome ^ 
preparation for that pgrpofe, hp had but recently difcovered 
that the Second Refolution, which putported'to give a general 
interchange of foreign and colonial articles between the two 
kmgdoms on fimilaf chities,. was fo worded as to deprive the 
Britifli merchaqt^ of a great advantage whjch bad been en^ 

VouXVllt Xx \ joye4 
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JQyed;ibove 9 eenturyw The fpeedi attributed to Mr. Orda 

had indeed fairly fiated this to be half of the cuftom (or two 

9pd ^ half per cent.) on plaritatioo goods, and a third of 

cpftoin on foreign goods* That advantage had enabled Great 

Britain to maintain the carrying trade to Ireland; but the 

nature pf it could only be explained to the Houfe by referenca 

to tbelrifh Statutes which bad efiabliihed it. 

« ' ' It would alfo be neceflary to have frequent reference to the 

IriSi Statutes^ in examining how &r they axe adeauateto tha 

purpofe of preventing the illegal introdu^ion of foreign ma- 

pufafiures into the firitiih markets*; and how far they ara 

calculated to leave a due fecurity in other refpeSs to the 

Britiih revenue. Upon the whole, he trufted, that tha Houfe 

would concur in the neceffity of the propofed. Addrefs, 

Mf:dfian« , Mr. Chancellor Pi« anfwered, that he was not aware of 

ceiior Pitt, ^y obje£lion to the Addrefs. Undoubtedly many occafions 

might ineidentally arife in the progrefs of the bufinefs^ m 

^ which it might be convenient to the Houfe to have acce(t( 

^nd reference to the Irifli Statutes, and therefore he was 

obliged to tke right honourable gentlem^ ipv haVing made 

the motion. . . 

The queftionwas put and carried. '* 

• A debate took place jn confequenceof a petition whicli tha 
Lord Advocate of Scotland prefented from the Chamber of 
Commerce of Glafgow^ again& the Irifli propofitiofi^* 

The order of the day that the bill for the rrform of office^ 
\)e read a thircl time^ was moved, and read. 
Mr. She- . Mr. Sheridan rofe to ni^ke good his aflertions of the pre* 
i|dan* ceding day relative to there being no neceiSty for any incY^ 
bill, as the Board of Treafury already poflefled full powers 
to do every thing which the Bill avowpd for its objeft. He 
began by obferving that it was not the fame bill as that of a 
former feffion, fince at leaft four-fifths of the former bill 
were not in the prefent. He then ftated the minute of tha 
Board of Treafury in Lord Shelburne's adminiftration, and 
reafoned upon it as' a proof that an inquiry^ iimilar to thai 

eopofed to be inftituted by the bill, bad been gone into, 
e quoted the minute of the Board of Treafury likewife in 
the Duke of Portland's adminiftration, to prove that they had 
alfo ordered a fimilar inquiry. He next examined the qaaltf 
fications of two of the three CommiflkmeH named in the 
new bill, and urged the abfordity of appointing Camptcollers 
pf army accounts to reform the Treafury, to the controt of 
which they were themfelves fubjefb. He faid he fappofed the 
^^ppointnfiedt of two fuch periods t^ the commiffion wai for 

tha 
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the fake of fair play,and that as tht Treafiiry had Ibme titnd 
fince reformed the Comptrollers of army accounts, that they 
jthoald now in their turn be permitted to reform the Trea- 
fury. He dwelt on this for fome time, and then went into 
a minute examination of the billclaufeby claiife, arguing 
uponeach^ both in regard to the wording, the expreffion, 
and the ftyle, and in regard to the neceflitv, expediency, and 
policy of the feveral j)rovifos. . He charged the Chancellor of 
the Exchequei- with having fhewn himfelf reriwrkably ihat* 
tentive to the drawing of public bills; and fald, he expe^ed 
he would fbon bring in a fweepinjg bill, to amend and explain 
every one of the revenue z&s of the laft feffion. The loofe, 
carelefs, and TinintelligiWe manner, in which they were al- 
moft every one of them drawn, had excited the contempt of 
the ^hole country. Accuracy of ftyle, and intelligent cx- 
preffion, were, he faid, as neceflBry parts of an Aft of Par*i 
liiaraent as the foundnefs of its principle and the falutary 
efie6ls of its operation. He pointed -out the extravagant 
powers given to the Commiffioners by the claufe that enabled 
them to fend for perfons, and examine them when arid where 
they pleafed. He'faid, under fuch a boundlefs and unlimited 
authority, they might fend for the ^ right honourable gentle- 
man oppcifite to him, or foi: the Speaker to Brighthelmftone^ 
or any other watering-place, and order them to bring all 
their papers with them. He faid he was aware that he wat 
ftating the cafe largely, but in confidering a bill of that 
nature, he had a right to argue it in the extreme, and to 
ihew to what an extent of abfurdity, oppreilion^ and injuftics 
the letter of the bill went. After putting a variety of hy- 
pothetical cafes, in order to prcfent the dejfefts of the bill tne 
more glaringly, he faid, it was hot out of his recoUeSion^ 
that in anfwer to all he had urged, it might be faid, the fame' 
powers were already given by an exifting a6l of Parliament,'' 
the zGt inftituting the Commiffioners of the public accounts; 
but he begged leave to JheW that the adl appointing Com- 
miffioners of Accounts, differed in fome eflential points Arom 
the prefent bill. In thefirft place, the Commiffioners c^ Ac- 
counts had been loudly called for from 'all parts of the kin]|-* 
dom ; an extraordinary and mom^tous occasion made it 
indifpenfably necefiary. One hundred and fifty ipillions had 
been added to the national debt, and the people demanded an 
inveftigatioii into the expenditure of fo enormdus a fum of 
the puWic money. That inveftigation could n6t be gone on 
with fo well in any other hands as in thofe of Commiffioners 
efpccially appointed for the purpofe. Here, then, was a great 

X- X 2 mceffity 



ncccffity.rfor appotning Comiptffioners, aird for eutroflif\^ 
them with powers of aii extraordinary natare; a Rcceflity 
that juftified the meafure. In the prefent c^c, tliere was no 
, fuch neceifitv. The obje£t was of little ^onfideration,. and 
the Board o|Tr^afury fully equal to it. The bill, in fa^, 
had no. great view worthy of the means it autliorifed ; it was. 
a rat-catching bill, inftituted for the purpofc of prying into 
vermin abufes. Again, the Commiffioners of Accounts were 
meifi in ^o official fituation, fiibje^ to the controul of thofe 
Into whofe conduct they were to inquire. Thencw.Conv- 
xniffioners, he bad already proved, were fubjedk to the con- 
trol of the Treafury. In the next place, tjie Commiffioners 
of Accounts were from time to time to report their proceed- 
ings^ to Parliament, who were by that means to watch over 
their conduct. The new Commiifioners were to make no 
reports to Parliament, but merely to the Board of Treaftiry.. 
A fourth matter of difference was, the Commiffioners of Ac * 
counts were teamed by Parliament, the new Commiffioners 
by the Crown, which was to appoint a fucceflbr in cafe of 
death or refignatioh. Mr. Sheridan reafoned on thefe four 
eflential matters, in which the a<Sl, jnftituting a Commiflion 
of Accounts, differed from the prefent bill. He concluded 
with faying, that he flattered himfclf, he had ftiewn that the 
- prefent bill was unneceflary, that it was abfurd, and (hAt it 
gave powers oCan aLrming and unconftitutional nature, 
TheAttor- The Ator my General (Mr, A'^den) fnid, till near the clofe 
nl ^'^' 9^ ^^^ honourable gentlcman*i fpeetb> he did imagine that 
the honourable gentleman had not known that there exifled 
a law, which gave to Commiffioners all the powers which 
the prefent bill would give the new Commiffioners. That 
thofe powers were uncommonly great ajid extenfive, he was 
ready to admit, hut he was not therefore ready to (ay, they 
ought not to have hern given. They had been given before 
without ahyof tliofe alarming con fequences following, which 
the honourable gentleman appealed to dread. On the con« 
trary, people had flept as qaietly in. their beds fince the adt 
for appointing Commiffioners of Accounts had pafled, as 
before. With regard to the extravagant conAru£^ion of the 
wordsof the a6b, which the honourable gentleman had in- 
dulged hi^fejf in putting, there was not a (ingle (latute, that 
would not hear as ludici:ous an interpretation ; but^ did any 
man imagine, that the Commi(Iioners would dare to a^ 
upon the claufes in fo extraordinary a manner, or would har-* 
rafs the fuhje£k by fuch an enormous abufe of their power ? If 
they did, he would be bold to fay, they were liable to be pro- 
^ ' ' * fecuted 
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fecuted and puoifh^d, for having exceeded that aathorttf^ 
of whkh the piain fenfeof ail who read the bill,' would eoabte ' 
them to trace the liuiits. . * With regard to the pbje&ion that 
the honourable gentleipan had laid fo much ftrefs on, vie* 
the power given to the Crown to appoint a fucceflbr, in cafe 
of death or refignation, where was the barm of it? Did the 
honourable gentlemai^ know, that in a bill moved by his 
right honourable friend (Mr. Fox.) and which had pafled into 
a law for the appointment of Commiffioners to receive and 
examine ifito the claims of American refugees, the fame 
power had been lodged in the Crown, and tbeoe had not been 
any of that alarm and danger held out then. Why ? Becaufe 
the honourable gentleman and his right honourable friend 
were in Adminiftration at the time*^ It was that which made 
all the di£Ei;rence. ^ Mr. Attorney purfued this firain of 
reaibning, and at length concluded with declaring his entire 
approbation of the bill. . c . 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that after what had been foably Ut^Ckam- 
argued by his learned friend, it would be neceffary for hini' ******* *'**'• 
to apologize for troubling the Houfe with any thing on the 
fuhjeStf but Aill he muft beg leave to take up their attention- 
for fome little time, in order to anfwer fome objei^ions of 
the honourable gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) with tefpeiX to ^he 
pecfons appoint^ to this woik. He flattered himfelf, that 
the choice of them was fuch, as could be liable to ik> reafon- 
able animadverfion ; two of them were perfons of the moil 
unimpeached reputation, who had already difiinguifhed them— 
felves by their ability and integrity, in a work nearly allied 
to this in queilipn, namely, the fettling of the army accounts, 
and to them was added a third^ a man of an independent for« 
tune and unblemiihed chara^^er, who was not in office. 
As for the minute^ which had been read from the proceedings 
at a late Board of Treafury, at which the honourable gentle- 
man had ai&iled, he was furprifed to* find, that his argument 
on that fubjedi had taken the turn it did ; for from the ex^ 
perience he had had of the grounds which the gentlemen oa ^ 
the other fide of the Houfe were fond of going on, and the 
fort of queflions whiqh it was their moft favourite ta(k to 
agitate, he imagined that the whole of the honourable gentle* 
man's c>bfervations on that minute would have been confined 
to the three firfl words of it*-— it began *• Prefisnt, the Duke 
** of Portland, Lord John Cavendifh, and Mr. Montagu."!* 
Thofe were the tliree words to which he alluded, and he ex- 
pedled, that on the authorit]^ of thofe three names the ho-> 
npurable gentleman would have grounded a charge of pre- 

fumptioa 
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Aimptioii ;igainft hitn, fer venturing' to deviate fr6m a ptece^ 
dent, rf^rniflied to him by fo refp^able an authority. He 
tonfeffiid he was one of tbofe whb felt the moft fincere refpe£t 
for each of thofe three gentlemen, but he was not of the num« 
ber of thofe whofe fuperftitious veneration for any name, not 
«ven the refpedable namfe of Cavendiih itfelf, led them to 
confecrate the failings and errors to wfaith fuch names were- 
held out as a fan^lion. For this reafon he had been induced 
to abandon the line chalked out for him bv that precedent^ 
becaufe he thought no precedent eould be or fufficient avtho-* 
rity to warrant a violation of his duty ; and as the honour- 
able gentfeman had thought proper to read a very laigc part 
of tli^ minute> tn order to Aiew that he had deviated from it, 
fo he would read a very fmall part, in order to {hew> diat in 
fuch a deviation he was not only not to blame, but he hoped,* 
deferving of approbation^ [Here he read that part of the 
minute which prefcribes to thofe appointed to inquire into 
the abufes of the feveral oflSces, ** that they Ihall confine 
** their refearehes to the known and lawful, perquifites of 
•^ each fubetdinate oflScer, relyihg on the int^ity of thofe 
^ in higher departments, that they would prevent any pri- 
• ** vate clandeiline pra^ices of peculation and extortion.*'} 
Thus, he obferved, a new and extraordinary power was given 
to inquire into and corred obvious and trifling abuies^ while 
thofe of a more covert, a moi% dangerous, and a more ex- 
tend ve nature were to be left to the ordinary control and 
fuperintendance of the old eftablilhment. This he fuppofed 
was done to avoid the imputation of littlenefs and infignifi- 
oance, which he was now charged with, and which was 
Hkift rated by the elegant allufion to rats and rat-^catchers ; 
for his o«^n part, he could fee no feafon for pafQng over even 
the moft trifling abufes, except lazinefs or pride, and thofe 
were obftacles that he hoped would never ftand between him 
and his duty ; nor could* he conceive how in the prefent fitu- 
ation of this country, any perfon or perfoiis to whom the 
care of its interefts were intrufted, could juftify to themfelves 
to omit any exertion that might tend eVen in thepioft minute 
particular to promote that ceconomy on which the recovery 
of the ftate from its prefent d^prefled fituation fo much de- 
pended. He concluded by recapitulating the inftances in 
which this fyftem difiered from, and thofe in which it agreed 
with the other, pointing out the benefit to be expeAed from 
the various deviations, and hoped the Houfe would not hefi- 
tate to pafs it into a law. 



I 
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. Mr. ShirlAm rofe to explain^ He £iid|. be wHheA the ri|^ Mr. ShttU 
honourable gentleman, inftead of anfwering arguiccrits that^"' 
had not been ufed, had confined himfelf tf> uich as had. H0 
had not faid one word of the high cbarafler of theDake of 
Portlandy Lord John CaTend^/b^ or Mr. Montagu^ Ubtbad 
fpoken of the minute itfelf, to fliew that an inquiry had beeit 
ordered. With regard to its being an inquiry into fucb feel 
and emolmnei^ts as were legal, it was that,, and that oniy i ' ' 
becaufe the Board of Treafury knew tba^ the heads «f ^fae 
difierent offices would of themfel ves take>care to prevent aiiy 
illegal fees being taken. Mr* Sheridan remioded the Hoitfcv 
that be had ftated foilr grand and edential poUits, in which 
the a£l appointing the Commiffioners of PuUic Accounts 
difiered firom the prefent bill, whereas it bad not been ac^ 
tempted to anfwer htm but in ofie» and iti tbatmoft feebly-^ 
as to the k&, for appointing Commiffioners to receite the 
claims of American refugees^ the reading of which had been 
fb triumphantly recommended to him, iC was an.a^ thaC 
gave no powers of an alarming or an extraordinary nature, and 
theteforeit was not of the leaft importance, cbdrftitutionaUy 
confidered, whether the Crown or Parliament appointed the 
fucceflbr or fucceflbrs in cafe of deatth or lefignaaion. 

Mr« Burhe defiredthat Ma^na Cbarta might be referred to, Mr, Bvrke. 
and ihat part read which ftates that nxtUus tibtr homo cafiatur 
yW imprifimHur^ &c. While it was reading, there was a latigh 
on the Treafsry Bench fide of the Hoafe^ Mr. Burke tbere*^ 
upon obfervedy tha^ what lie hod defired to be read was, be 
believed, at thu day regarded juft in the fame Hgbt as Chevy 
Chaee, or any other old banad->^s fit otrly to be laughed ar. 
It was, however, to him of ferious importance, mid he 
would fliew that the prefent bill was adirr^ and violent con-» 
^adi£lion to Magna Charta and the common hw of tlie hnd. 
Mr. Burke pioceeded to poine out the chu&s eofpowering 
the Commiffiouerstocaitfbr peiibns and papers,, as clawfes* 
that virent an extraiordinary length indeed ; fo far even as to 
force perfons to criminate themfel ves. He enlarged upon this 
as jftx infringement of the liberty of the fmbjefli, which that 
Hourfe, as the guardian of the Confiitutiorv^ ought never tO' 
couititeoaiice. 

He took notice of the Chancellor of the Exchequer's tx- 
preflion, that the aipi of the bill was to inquire after and cor- 
wsSt poffible abufesf a better phrafe, he Ibid, he had never 
heard, nor one more truly applicable to the fubjeft. Thus, 
he faid, it was avowed that there was not any known cxifting 
neceffity for the prefent bill, but that it was produced with 
^ view to hunt after ope. JJe appealed to the feelings of the 

Houfe, 
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Hoiifet whether foch alarming and imconftltutional powers 
9K the prefent bill would authorife tbeComnrilSoners to ex- 
ercife, ought to be trufted in any hands but upon the moft 
mgentand preffing-neceffity. He anim^idverted alfo on that 
• part of Mr. Pitt's fpeech, in which be bad infinuated that 

former Boards of Treafury had been too ptoud and too lazy 
V to do dieir duty. He declared be deemed pride and lazinefs 
two of the wonl vices hviman nature jcould Call into. Pride 
nade us arrogant and dfdainful to all who di&red fTom- us in 
opinion, and lazinefs made us negled our own duty, and pufh 
^.oiBFto be dircharged by our deputies The one led to high 
honours and large emoluments $ the other made us difdain to 
Bierit ^ther,the one or the other, but induced us to revive 
' the ancient pra£tice of the flagellants, not Indeed to lay the 
lafh. upon our own backs, ' but upon the backs of thofe under 
us^ In the prefent bjll there was, he faid, an obvioos tinge 
of thefchool in which the right honourable author had been 
bted* Moft fchools had their chara£teriftics ; thus the fchool 
. of Venice was known by its colouring ; the fchool of Rafiaelle 
by its deiign, but the fchool he alluded to, was the fchool of 
large promife and little performance. The fchool where 
fmiles and profi^ons weire dealt out liberally in the outfet, but 
the iflue was always a tyrannous exercife over inenials and 
dependents, linder pretence of great oeconomy and great at- 
tention, but where the utmoft probable produce from fuch 
oppreifive flretche^ of power, could be but trifling and in* 
eonfiderable. He call^ the bill a flander upon the whole 
c^cial eftablifliraents of the kingdom, and faid, it~ prefumed 
the general prevalence of the groflfeft peculation, corruption, 
and fraud, in every one of them. The public offices of Great 
Britain, he folemjdly declared, he believed, were the heft con- 
dueled, and the moft free from aflfbrding real ground of 
cenfure, or criminal imputation, of any in Europe. They 
made a part of the national reputation, and that Houfe ought 
not to fufller them to be fo fouly flandered, as they were in 
tliat bill, which was clearly, not a bill of ufe, or a bill likely 
to be attended with the fmalleft good confequenee, but a bill 
of idle.parade and ridiculous oflentation. It was a fample of 
doing nothing at all, when it was pretended that a great deal 
was done. He took notice of the vermin abufes* mentioned 
by Mr. Sheridan, and faid, it was but too true, the right 
honourable gentleman oppolite to him loved to hunt in holes 
J ;ind corners, after 

. Rats and mice and fuch fmall deer 
As h%d been Tom's food for feven long year. 

ThoBgh 
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Though the prefent bill "was a reptile crawling in the dirt, he 
faid, it would be found to have two ftrong fangs in its jaws, 
and would bite hard, where the Conftitution ought not to be 
lacerated. Mr. Burke lamented that the invidious talk of 
inveiligating the charafters and qualifications of the three 
Commiffioners had fallen upon hinj, but he faid he fhould do 
his duty, though he meant to give no petfonai ofience, nor 
provoke arty man's refentment. He then entered into a dif- 
cu'ffion of the feparate charafters of Sir John Dick, Mr. 
Mollefon, and Mr. Baring, paid each of them thehigheft per- 
ibnal compliments, but gave his reafons for declaring all the 
three totally unqualified to undertake and execute the duties 
impofed on them by the bill. Mr. Burke returned to the 
point from whence ne fetout, apd faid, the bill was a direil 
violation of Magna Charia^ the common law of the land, and 
the Conftitution. 

The Ammey General (Mr. Arden) rofe to explain. Mr. The Attor- 
Attorney denied having made ufe of an expreffion which Mr. "^ ^*'**' 
Burke had imputed to him. In juftification of the main ftrefs ' * 
of his argumisnt, he defired thofe claufes of the aft for ap- 
pointing Commiffioners of Accounts, which authorifed them 
to call any perfons whatfoever before them, might be read. 
1 hey were read accordingly. 

Mr. Rolle faid, he wondered not at the4ionourabIe gentle- Mr Roitc. 
roan (Mr. Burke) being an enemy to aH inquiries. He re- 
minded the Houfeof the cafe of Powell and Kembridge, as a 
proof how well the heads of Offices inquired into and correft- 
cd the abufe& in the departments immediately under them. Mr. 
Rolle faid, he hoped the inquiry into the ftate of the foreft 
lands of the Crown, was not intended to be dropped. It was, 
he faid, about to have been abandoned by the laft Adminif- 
tration, as he well knew, by having feen a letter from Mr. 
Montagu* to an intimate friend of his, upon the fufijedl. Ffc 
expatiated on the ftate of the Crown foreft lands in Devon- 
ihire, and fpoke alfoof the Foreft of Dean, urging thenecef- 
fity of profecuting an inquiry. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt laid, jthat be juft rofe to aflure the Mr^ Chan. 
honourable gentleman, that the objed he had mentioned re- ctlioi Piit. 
Jpe<^ag the foreft lands, was uppermoft in his thoughts, and 
as foon as the two great queftions of the Irifti Commerce and 
the reform in the r^prefentation, were difpofed of, he (hould 
introduce it to the Houfe. 

Mr. i^7;p rofe, not, he faid, at that late hour, to take up Mr. Fox. 
much of the time of the Houfe, but merely to fay a word or • 
two op fome pafticplar things that had fallen in the courfe qf 

Vol. XVII, Y 7 the 
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tilt debate \ and firft, be could not belp remarking the extra- 
ordinary anfwer given by the learned gentleman to his 
honourable friend's objeftion to the bill, on the ground of its 
giving fuch alarming and unconftitutional powers ;to perfons 
appointed at the will and nomination of the Crown. The 
learned gentleman had referred to this, by faying, " Here is 
** one a£l, which gives Commiffioners powers equally extra- 
** ordinary," and here's another aft which enables the King to 
** appoint fucceiibrs, on death or refignation," Mr. Fox rea- 
fbned on this llrange mode of joining the operation of two 
a£ts, extremely diftinft and differe.nt in thei matures, merely 
to make out an anfwer to a plain objeftion. He replied to 
Mr. Pitt's remark on ths conduft of thp Board of Treafu^ry, 
at which Lord John Cavendifh fat, and faid, had that Board 
of Tfeaftiry afted otherwife than they did, he fhould have 
thought they afted very improperly and very uqwifely. To 
inquiry into, an eAablifhment with a view to fee if the pur- 
pol'cs of ceconomy could be anfwpred by any reform, was one 
xhing ; to dete6): abufes and criminate parties, was another. 
Thete objefts could never be obtained: at one and the fame 
time. The purfuit after each muft be feparate ; for, when 
J>lehded, fuccefs could not be hoped for. . Mr. Fox repro- 
bated the bill as an ufelefs bill, and a bill of mere parade; 
but faid, he hoped, when the time of its renewal fhould ar- 
rive, care would be taken to regplate it fo as to remove the 
/dangerous confequences that might refult from the powers it 
veiled in the Commiffioners. 

At length the queftion that the bill be read ^ third time wa^ 
put and carried without a divifion. 

'March 9» 

The order of the day for refuming the adjourned debate on 
the queftion for expunging from the Journals the refolutions 
auihorifing the Weftminfler fcrutiny, wa^ moved to be read; 
"which being done, 
Mr.Franc'u. M^' Framis faid, that he took the liberty of 'ofiering him- 
felf to the Speaker's notice before other gentlemen, who 
were more in the habit of fpeaking, and better iniitled to be 
heard, for a reafon which, he hoped would give him a claim 
to tlie indulgence of the Houfe for a few minutes ; that during 
all tlie debates which had pafled jn the laft and prefent fefSon, 
on the queftion of the Weftminfler fcrutiny, he had never 
jtroubled the Houfe with one word upon the fubjecft. Yet he 
might venture to fay, that no man had given^ greater attention 
p the debates, pr endeavoure4 more carrfullv to make him- 
' f : . . felf 
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fi»!f maftcr of the circumftances and merits of the whole tranf- 
a^ion. But whether a proper opportunity had not' offered, 
DC whether all the topics were anticipated and exhaufted by 
abler hands, it fo happened that this was the firft moment 
of his attempting to offer an opihion about the Weftminfter 
election, an^ other way but by his vote. That though h?e 
had been filcnt, he was not infenfihle of the injury done by 
the thing, or of the confequences of the precedent eftabliflied: 
by It. He had felt for the injury done to the gentleme-i whb * 
ought to have been returned in the firft inftance, and who 
had been fo long difpoJfefled of their feats. He had taken 
part with the city of Weftminfter, deprived of their fliare in 
the Legiflature, and taxed, heavily taxed, by a Houfe of Com- 
mons in which they were not reprefented. But thefe con- 
federations were either perfonal or temporary, and therefore 
appeared to hinj of little weight, in comparifon with the 
wound which was given to the rights of the people at large, 
and to the popular part of the conftitution of the kingdom. 
He confefled too, that there appeared to him in this bufinefs, 
fomething more injurious and more afiefting, than barely the 
injury that was done. He could not but compare the ftroke 
that was given with the hand from which it came. That 
the refentment, excited by an injury, had a natural and ne- 
ceflary relation to tlie power or to the perfon who did it. If 
he were a declared enemy, we were not difappointed at any 
inftances of his'enmity. Weexpe(9<jd nothing but hoftility 
from him, and it was our own fault if he took-us by furprife.' 
We ought to be conftantly upon oar guard againft him. But 
if, on the contrary, he were a profefled friend, a loudly-pro- 
feffing friend ; if, for example, the very hand, in which we 
were told that the people themfelves have placed the fvvord,' 
was lifted againft them ; if the power employed for their 
deft rudiion was derived from their confidence, the' common 
feelings of enmity would then be exafperated by the deepeft 
and bittcreft fenfations of refentnwnt. With this fenfe he 
believed, that the whole bufinefs of the Weftminfter fcrutiny 
had been received and felt by the nation at large. That tbci 
Houfe had at Taft fcen the error into which they had been led,^ 
and greatly to their honour, had already taken one important- ' 
ftep towards repairing the mifchief that had been done. Irt^ 
this ftate of the bufinefs, he took part with particular ple^- 
fure, becaufe the queftion now had nothing perfonal in it» 
The right and intereft of Lord Hood and Mr. Fox wero 
already completely provided for. The queftion now was 
purely public and national, and every individual in the 
Y y ^ kingdom 
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kingdom had juft as great an Intereft in it as the elec- 
tors or reprefentativcs of Weftminfter. That it refted 
• with thofe gentlemen who had voted againft the fcrutiny, 
or for putting a ftop to it, or who, by their abfence 
had (hewn their difapprobation of thofe mea&ires, and 
tinwillingnefs to fupport them, to determine with themfelves 
whether a |>roceeding which they had pronounced to be inju- 
rious as a fa£l, was not equally dangerous as a precedent ; 
whether, after cutting away the branch, they would leave 'the 
root out of which it grew; whether they would fuller a 
power to exift, the exercife and applicati9n pf which they had 
folemnly condemned ; in ihort, whether, when they had done 
s " juftice to the parties immediately concerned, they would fuffer 
the doSrine to furvive the inftance, and to be again applied, 
as it had been, either to the purpofes of, pcf fonal oppreffion, 
or to fhake the fAindamental principles of that relation in 
which the conftituent and reprefentatiye power? of the people 
ftand to each other? Such a queilion need only be ftated to 
be anfwered, and to infure its own deciilon. Bu( gentlemen 
would be told that, if they would a£k confiftently, they muft 
at leaft fupport the legality of what they had done ; and that 
they would difgrace themfelves if they admitted, that their 
firft refolution, however mifchievous in cffeft, was originally .^ 
contrary to law ; but the difgrace of conimitting an error lyas 
not to be compared with that of perfifting in it. Many gen- 
tlemen, had fhewn by their condu£t^ th«it they thought fo. 
But in truth the queftion of legality was decided. The vote 
which put an end to the fcrutiny did virtually declare, that 
the fcrutiny was not legal ; fbt if it were legal, and if the. 
High BailifTs court were a competent court, exercifmg a law- 
ful jurifdifbion, it would have been a moft exorbitant a6t of 
power for that Houfe to have inte^pofed /^ii^^»/^ lite^ to have 
Aopt the trial, and pcevented a regular decifion of it. If the 
fcrutiny was legal, 3ir Cecil Wray's claim to the judgement 
of the court on tl^ merits of his caufe, .wa^ a claim of right, 
of which nothing hut violence could deprive him* Was there 
any other court of juftice in the kingdom whofe proceedings 
^ between party and party could be ftopt by a vote of the Houfei 
of Commons ? That vote at once pronounced upon the in- 
competency of the court, and the illegality of the proceedings. 
The Houfe, by its own a6l, had eftabliflied the premifes on 
which the motion was founded, and could not, without in- 
^nfjftency, or fomething worfe than inconfiftency, refiife 
their aflent to the conclufion. The prefent motion called upon 
their honour, up^n their juftice^ and upon their coafiftency, 

. . ,10 
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to determine^ that a proceeding which they had pronounced 
to be a violation of right in the'perfons of Lord Hood and . 
Mr, Fox, and iq the perfons of the ele£lor$ of Weftminfter, 
ihould never be attempted hereafter againfl any other city, or 
any other indiyidUaL In the courfe of this night the Houfe 
woald hear abundance of legal and technical argument, more 
likely to perplex than to enlighten their minds ; he, therefore, 
humbly recommended to thofe gentlemen, who^ like himfelf, 
were not learned, to afk their own underdanding what was . 
reafoaable, to alk their own confcience what was jufl, and^ 
leave it to the learned profeflidn to prove, if they could, that 
that, which was neither ju ft. nor reafonable, might, neverthe-, 
lefs, be perfeftly legal. As for.his part, he conGdered the firft 
proceeding of the Houfe as not only involving an unjuft deci-; 

r fion, and therefore to be reyerfed, as not only laying the foun«* 
dation of dangerous principles,^ ^nd thereforp to be removed i 
but as fixing an imputation on the juftice and honour of the. 
Hoa{e, which, therefore, ought to be utterly done away, and 
no traces^of it left : that the record, in which it flood, would 

' otherwife be a perpetual reproach to the integrity of the 
Houfe, and degrade their charafter in the opinion of pofterity. 

Mr. Baftard agreed^ that the Conftitution had been wounded Mr.Bs(lar4. 
by the refolutions which maintained the legality of a fcrutiny . 
after the return of the writ. To heal th$ wound that bad 
been giver), there appeared to him to be but two ways, — one. 

. was by expunging the refolutions dire£ting the High Bailiff to 
carry on the fcrutiny ; the other was, by paffing a law to pre- 
vent the poffibility of fcrutinies in future after the return day 
of the writ If he fliould hear from any of the confidential 
firiends of Government, that they had in contemplation to 
bring in a bill for that purpofe, he fhould hear th.s intelligence 
with a great deal of fatisfa£tion. , But, in the mean time, it 
became him fo do what depended upon him, to vot^ for the 
expunging of the refolutions. They were a monument of 
the fpUy of the Houfe, and could not bq too foon removed. 

The Jnorney General (Mr. Arden) rofe to defend Admi- The Attor- 
niftration and himfelf, for the part they had taken in paffing noyOcncrai. 
thofe refolutions, from which gentlemen feemed to apprehend 
fo much danger. Upon tlie legality of the fcrutiny he had 
already given his opinion, he was ready to repeat it, and to 
ftake upon it, his profeilional reputation. He maintained 
then, that though in general (for he was willing to concede 
this to the other fide, of the Houfe) a return of members 
ought to i^ made on or before the day on which the writ was 
returnable^ yet circunjftances might poflibly arife which would 

warrant 
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warrant a departure from this rule, and juftify the carrying 
on of a (crutiny, even after the meeting of a new Pailiament. 
Tlie propofittpn miaintained by the enemies of the fcrutiny 
was too general, for it went the length of declaring, that in 
no poflible cafe could an def^ion be carried on after the meet« 
ing of a new Parliament. In his opinion, cafes might arife 
in which the Returning Officer would be fully juftlfied in con- 
tiiiuing hi€ poll after the return day of the writ fhpuld have 
clapfed. He fuppofed, for inftance, that the Sheriff of York- 
/kire having proceeded to take a pollj and by maneeuvres of 
the candidates it ihould have been fo protra^ed, that not a 
fifth of the freeholders fhould have polled before the day on 
which his writ was returnable ; in fuch a cafe, he alked^ if 
the Sheriff was to return thofe who had a majoritv on fitch a 
poll, whether they could be really called the repreientatiiree of 
the freeholders of that large county ? He contended, that the 
Sheriff would more ftri<ftly obey the fpirit of the writ by 
proceeding with his poll than by returning perfons who could 
not be called the reprefentativesof a people, four fifths of the 
freeholders of whiA might not have had an opportunity to 
. give their fuffrages. 

The difierences between the two fides of the Houfe feemed 
to confift in the. latitude given to the pofittons by both. He 
would not admit the very general propofition, that no poflible 
cafe could occur in which a fcrutiny, carried on after the" 
meeting of Parliament might be juftifiable; and he contended' 
only for a very narrow propofition, that there was a poflibility 
that fuch a cafe mignt occur. He did not expcft, that on 
this day it would be thought neceffary for him to defend the 
legality of a meafure vvhich had already undeigone fo very fe» 
rious, long, and folemn an inveftigation ; and which was lane* 
tified by fo great a majority as 280 odd to 136 ; and here he 
moved, " that the clerk fhould read the refolutionof the 24th 
•* of May laft :" [Which w^s done, and it appeared that the 
Attorney General was correft in the ftatement of the num- 
bers ;— but Lord Surrey having defired that the clerk would 
, read over what queftion the fenfe of the Houfe had been 
taken on that day, it was found, that it was on the previous 
quefiion, and not on the merits of the original motion.^ 

Mr. Attorney General faid, he muft continue to fortify 
himfelf behind this great majority; and maintained, that if 
any part of t;he prccedings was to be expunged, the whole of 
them ought to be erafed from the journals ; confequently the 
queftion muft be, tl^at thofe who had compofed the vaft majo- 
rity were called upon to confefs themfelves to have been either 

I fuffi- 
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fufficiently corrupt to Vote for a meafure which they knew to 
be illegal ; or fo foolifli as not to have known whether they 
were right or wrong. The adjourned motion then under con- 
fideration, had, therefore, for obje«a, to make thofe gentlemen 
confefs their ignorance or corruption, an4 to make the amende 
honorable for their paft conduft : he might fuppofe, therefore, 
that if thev concurred in the motion then before the Houf^ 
they yvould ail appear next week in white Iheets in Weftmin- . 
fter Abbey, to do penance for what they had done.^ He went 
into an enumeration of the proceedings in the whole of the 
bufinefs, and anfwered various other arguments whic*h had 
been ufed in former debates. He was aware that it would be 
yery unpleafant to the Houfe to hear law arguments in fup- 
port of the fcrutiny, and confequently of thofe refoljutiont 

r which it was the obje<£l of the gentlemen on the other fide of 
the Houfe to have expunged : but ftill he thought it his duty, 
however unpleafant the alk, to urge fome arguments which 
brought conviflion to his own mind on the fubjeft. Several 
arguments had been drawn, from unaiogy, to fupport and to 

^ condemn the fcrutiny : for his part, he was fatisfied, that thofe 
which were to fupport it were the ftonger. In the court be- 
low different opinions might prevail with refpeft to certain- 
circumAances relative to writs ; he was ready to admit, that 
a Sheriff", impowered by a writ to arreft a man for debt, had 
no authority to make the arreft on any day after his writ was 
returnable ; but this cafe was very different fr«m that in 
which a Sheriff* fliould have a£tually begun to obey his writ* 
without having had time to complete the exigence of it ; thus, 
for inftance, if a Sheriff^ ihould, under the authority of a 
writ, feize the goods of A. B., and he fhouid afterwards be 
informed that they were not the property of A. B. but of 
fome third perfon, he would be juftifiable in iffuing a writ dt 
froprietate probanda^ even at the very eve of the day when his 
own writ was returnable ; fo that he muft make a return be- 
fore proof could be made to whom the property really be- 
longed ; yet, upon returning this fpecial circumftance to the 
court, that he was a£tually employed in the execution of his 
writ, the court would enlarge the term, and give him time to 
proceed in his inquiry to whom the property really belonged. 
This was an analogous cafe to that of the High Bailiff*, who, 
finding it difficult tor him to. determine who had the legal ma- 
jority of votes at the.Weftminfter eleftion, had reported the 
fpectal circiimftanccs of the cafe ; and the Houfe did what the 
courts below did every day, it gave him leave to proceed in 
the meafure which appeared to hio) to be neceffary to deter- 
mine 
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tninc who were .the legal reprcfentatives for Wcftminfter. 
From analogy, the gentlemen on the other fide went to afls 
of Parliament • bur, in his opinion, with no better fucccfs. 
The aft of Henry VI. indeed, gave an aftion againft a re- 
turning officer, who fhould peglcft to make Vii^ return in 
due time ; and cnafted, that the aftion fhould be brought in 
the fpace of three months. from the meeting of Parliament. 
But a momcnt*s refleflion would (hew that the cafe of Wcft- 
niinfter was not within that ftatute ; for there the queftion 
Was, not of a returfting officer who, during a fcrutiny, held 
over the return, but who, after the eleflion was concluded, 
neglcfted to make his return. It was clear that the Legifla- 
ture, by not having made at that time any regulation rela- 
tive to a fcrutiny,' had not an idea that it was poffible means 
could be contrived for protraAing a poll to the very day of 
ft return, or a fcrutiny to any length that might be thought 
^ advifcablc by a candidate. When the 6th of Henry VI. 
was paflTcd, there was no poll at ;all ; at leaft there was no 
written jJoH. [Here Mr. Ellis Ihopk his head, as if difap- 
proving of the aifertion.] Mr. Attorney, bbferving this, 
(aid, the right honourable member feemcd as if he would be 
thought to have lived at the time (jpoken pf, he appeared to 
be fo well acquainted with what was, or, rather, what was 
not, the praflicc at the time alluded tOr, He then purfucd 
his^ former obfervation. In thofe early days, he faid, wheii "^ 
the right of voting was confined to perfons poifefled of free- 
holds of the value of forty fliillings a year, an eleftor was as 
well known in a county as 91 member of Parliament at the 
prefentday; and confequently there was no occalion for a 
fcrutiny when each man's right of voting was well Known to 
the reft of the freeholders aflembled jn the county cpurt. 
.In thofe times the Sheriff was obliged to proceed to an elec- 
tion in the firft county court held after the receipt of the 
writ ; fo that it frequently happened that the writ having 
been received only a few days before, the freeholders qict 
in the ShcrilPs coujt without knowing beforehand that there 
was to be an cledlion of knights to reprcfent them in Parlia- 
ment, confequently there was no room for a canvafs ; and 
as the right of each freeholder to give a vote was known to 
every other in the county court, there was no occafion for 
a fcriitiny ; the bufinefs of the ele£lion was therefore foon 
over. Some names were propofed, and the fenfe of the 
.meeting was taken upon the nominations ; the reckoning of 
I^eads on the occaiion was the origin pf a poll. In after 

^Imes, 
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tiroes, the right of voting becomiftg Icfs known, it wa$ nc- 
ceflary to lake the poll in wiitiog, and thence a ifcrutiny na- 
turally fprung. J8ut no neccffity appeai^ed that a return 
ibould be made in all cafes on or before the return day of ♦ 
the writ; for this return haci been ordered by the aft of 
Henry VI. fcemingly for the folc purpofe of making Sheriffs 
return their writs as foon as they were executed ; a thing in 
which, it would feem from the ftatute, they vwere not very 
negligent in doing before the palling of that law. But if 
gentlemen woul^ contend that the return ought to be made 
immediately after the writ was obeyed, they would find a 
difficulty not eafily to be removed, in the cafe of an elcftion 
begun during the fitting of a Parliament ; for though, by a 
more modern ftatute, a return in fiich cafe muft be made 
within fourteen days after the election, yet the meaning ot 
the word cleftion might not be fb eafily afcertained : moffi 
people were agreed that a fcrutiny was a continuation of th<i 
poll, which was the election ; therefore, if the fcrutiny was 
part of the ele£tion, the return need not be made till thecon«^ 
dufion of .the fcrutiny ; and if all candidates were as inge- 
nious as fome had been of late, the eledion might be made 
td laft as long as the Parlian^ent^ 

An honourable member had faid fomething of the pro- 
priety of a law to prevent a repetition of what had happened 
with rcfpeft to the late eleftion for Weftminfter : he concur- 
red with him moft heartily on that head ; for, however un- 
neceffary he might formerly have deemed a new law, where 
the old \ras fufficiently explicit, he was now of a contrary 
.opinion, having feen the various manoeuvres that had been 
ufed to protraft both the poll and the fcrutiny : he himfelf 
had for fome time paft entertained prcfages that the Houfe 
would be obliged to put an end to the fcrutiny, however'le- 
gally . inftUuted. He had feen tiiat a candidate had been 
dexterous enough to protradl; the poll to the very laft day 
before the return, fo as to make it neceffary that a fcrutiny 
Ihould be carried on after the meeting of Parliament ; and 
he was then no Icfs dexterous in defeating the fcrutiny by ^ 
fimilar manoeuvres ; fo that it would feem as if he had ar- 
gued thus wi|h himfelf: — "I will take care, in the firft 
" place, that a fcrutiny fhall be neceflary ; and in the next^ 
** .that it fhall not be carried on ; for I will throw fuch ob- 
** ftacles in the way of it, that I will make the Houfe hear- 
" tily fick of it.'* The confequenee of this was, that the 
Houft was driven to this alternative **- either to carry on.tl^e 

Vol. XVII. « 2 fcrutiny 
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fcrutiny with all its delays, and keep Wcftminftcr uiwcprc- 
iented, perhsps, during the whole Parliament^ or elfe admit 
a perion to fit for that city wbo^ there was rcafon to think^ 
was not its legal reprcfentative : ^x diiebtts mnlis minus eligen-^ 
dum : of ihele two evils the latter w%s the lefsi and the 
Huufe had adopted it. But it would be a hard conclufioo 
indeed, if, from this circamftance^ this flexibility of the 
Houfe^ it (hould be inferred, that, becaufe it had embraced 
a lefs evil^ by putting an end to the fcrutiny, It followed that 
the fcrutiny had been illegal from the beginnings This was 
afn inference that he, for one, would never countenance; 
and therefore he vvas determined to give the mod direft ne- 
gative to the motion for expunging the refolutiohs from the 
Journals. 
Mr. w. Mr. IV. Ellis faid, he felt hlrofclf called on by feveral 

^'>*»»» hints whict fell from the learned gentleman, and he was 
happy in having an opportunity to anfwer fuch part as be 
X coulcf remember ; but the learnt gentleman had been fo ex- 
ceedingly long, and entered fo much into the biftory and a£la 
of Parliament, that the Houfe muft forgive liim if he did not 
entirely rccoHcft the i^hole. Jn the iirft place, he by no 
means confidered the Houfc guilty of any wilful intentioa 
to fuhv^rt the Conftitution, when they agreed to the Reib- 
liitions on the 8th of June lad; but that they were bewil- 
dered and, loft in the multiplicity of law arguments (if ar- 
guments they might be called) which were ufed on that day 
on the analogy of writs in other cafes; and the particular 
care that was taken to confound the difference between a 
writ iiTuing for a new Parliament^ and a writ ICuing to fill 
up a vacancy. In the firft cafe the very words of the writ 
mentioned that a ParliatAent was to be called " for the wcl- 
** fare of the ^ State;'* of courfe a returning officer was 
bound to make his return, that the Parliament ordered ta 
, meet by the King^s writ t<j confulc for the welfare of the 
State, might be ready at the time fpecified. But, in the 
fccond inftance, where a writ was iflued to fill up a vacancy^ 
I It was done for no other purpofe than to make that' Parlia- 
ment, already chofen, as complete as poflible ; and. he de- 
I fired the Houfe to recolIe£^, that if the cuftom was allowed^ 

of permitting coofcientious returning officers to withhold* 
fbeir returns in one inftance, it might, on a new Parliament 
being calfed, be done in many, and the grievance thea 
would be extremely ferious indeed. In that cafe it might 
happen oi» the commencement of a Parliament^ that whea 

. Ihe 
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the King cotnraanded the attendance of the Commons to 
open the feffion, there might be no Commons, and the Par- 
liament could not be holden. Now, one material part of 
the law of the land was precedent, and it was a mi/erabie 
thing for the oppofite fide of the Houfe, that they had not a 
iihgle precedent to bcarthcm out, wherein a returning offi- 
cer^ at a general eledion^ had ever dared, or was fuffered 
to withhold his retutD. With refpeft to the obTervarion 
made fey the learned gentleman, of the law of Ktcnry VI. 
and that poffibly he might have lived at the time, he allowed 
that he was extremely old, but not quite old enough for 
that : however^ the pains taken by the learned gentleman 
to lay down that law, made it equally probable that he had 
lived' in that time ; and in that part wherein he ftated, that 
no written polls were then taken, he perfeftly agreed with 
him, and that a forty -fhi Hi ng freeholder then was as much ' 
known in his own coonty as a member of that Houfe wacs 
within the «ralh ; but the analogy did not perfe£tly hotd 
good, for 10 thofe times the Houie had no power to fill vip 
tacancies; and although he mighjt agree with him that a 
fcrutiny was a coiftinuance of the original poll, yet, at the^ 
fame time; that fcrutiny^ muft i>e begun and finilxied befbre 
the exigency of the writexpired. As to the remark madjs 
by the learned gentleman, that he at firft forefaw how the 
fcrutiny would end, he afifured him, that he faw it in the 
fame light, and he believe^ that every other perfon in the 
Houfe did the fame ; but he little expe£ted that the excufe 
for carrying on the deftru£{ive meafure would have been 
faid to grow out of the common law of the land. He con- 
fefled himfelf a ftroi^ friend to our ancient laws; and one 
excellence diere appeared in them, that the moment we at- 
Hempted to wander from them, that very Inftant we found 
ourfeiyes greatly embarraflfed. He appealed to the feelings 
0{ every perfon in the Houfe who reprefented a populous 
county, city^ or to^n, and ftated to them the extreme dan- 
ger they would be in at a general eleftion, if this doftrine 
was allowed, if they were hbftile to the Miniftcr ; and he 
ddired them to confider that the Houfe having already put 
mn end to the fcrutiny, 5V»8 a fttong proof that they faw their 
original proceedings had been wrong. He urged them there^ 
fore to the wifdoni and neceffity of expunging the proceed- 
ings from the Journals, that the dangerous precedent might 
liot foe eftablilhed. It might be deerned, h^ (aid^ a magn^ 
^ine q( m^Wtff 

Z?2" Mr, 
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Mr.Po^s. }dr. Powy^i hid, be was happy the debate had- be^n ^d- 
jburned from the. time it was agitated, as it gav^ time for 
perfons' tempers to cool ; an^ now he did not hear any per-' 
. fonal invedlive againft his right honourable friend, which^ 
in a fdrm^r debate, w:is fo difgraceful to thofe who made it;; 
for if inveSive was neceffary to be urged, why was it not 
equally beftowed on the other candidates as well as Mr. 
pox? However, now the queft ion was free from party, and 
inaterialiy concerned every perfon fn the Houfe ; -it was the 
caufe^of the electors of Great Britain ; and one good would 
refult from the refcinding of the refolutions ; it would leave 
the law as it Klood a year and ^ half ago, and he was well 
content with it in its original form, without any con^ment ; 
iherefore if this alteratiop, if this comnaent on<the text was 
p be conddered as the firft fyuits of the jplan of reforpaation, 
. ^e had much rather fee the original tree. The injury baid 
* !beeo done by the Houfe, and he trufted the vote of to-night 
^puld dp juftice to the eleaors^of Great Britain, byeip- 
punging from the Journals fo perniciovis a vote* . He men-? 
tioncd Uxe ftroog expreffion of a noble.Lprd pna fofmerday,^ 
who had. faid, if the Houfe rf fcinded tlie Refolutions, they' 
would fign their death warrant as a .Hqufe of Parliament. 
By that, he fuppofed, was meant a menape of another diiTo-, 
lution. Be it fo* He took notice of the law argun;ieots of 
the learned gentleman who fpoke laft, and thpfe formerly- 
urged by a'learned gentleman^ tp whofe authpcity he had re-* 
ferred the Houfe, The laft learned gontlelnan, befaid* ajH 
peared^as if h^e (plthimfelf to be the keeper of the^o^fciences 
. of the majprijies of that Houfe, Mr. Pqwys .mentioned thCi 
fuggeftipn of a bill, but g^ve the^ preference £0 the prefent 
motion. He laid, they knew ^pt that the other branchy of 
the Legiflature would confent tp pafs fuch a bill. . The obr 
jcft was their own rights, and ttc rights of the cl?Sors, ,of 
both of which they were; cpnftitut^^nally the guardians* 
Let therxi a£l, therefore,'fprtbemfelves firmly and wifely> 
and exercife the power in thjeir handf, rather thap rqly 01^ 
others, who might not be difpofed to.aft for theni. 
Mr. An- Mr. Jrifiruther faid, there was fo much gucftionablc argu^ 
ibiither. ment in the mode of defence iet ^p by the other &de of tho 
Houfe, that he pwn^d himfelf anxious to give fome reafons 
to the Houfe for the vote he was about to giv^. The point 
was, in his opinion, a poitit pf pure ).4w ; fev-eral learned 
gentlemen had already ftated' their ^conceptions of the law 

. \ Taid down on the fubjcft, riis judgement, fuch as i^ was, 

....... . . • . ' ^ • . . ^ ' ' ' he 
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he f9wid therefore .dejiver^ -wnh all poffible Reference to 
thofe of i^e profei&dp, whoeitber had or wouLd agaio^iiffer 
vith bifn.pa it. There appei^red to him not much intricacy 
or difficulty in the matter apart from wM.t the ' fubjciCt had ' 
.be6n cobne&ed with, from the party viciv which had mixed 
theiiifelves with its^difcuffion, and from the perfonal far- 
caffos which had difgraced the debate. He was hold enough 
to aiTert, in the face of all the greateft authorities which he ' 
faw in the Hotife, that nothing unfavourable to this new 
dodrine of a fcrutiny, carried on and extended as ihatof 
Weftminfter had been, could he pointed out either in the 
ilatute book ior in the common law of the realm. It was ia 
vatn for him to fea!rch after a^s of Parliamenr, or prece- 
-dems from the Journals of the Houfe, in order to guard 
againft a falfe conftruftion of the former, or the latter, for : ' 
in faft there were none. And were it poffible for htm uy 
fuppofe the Houic capable of refifttng the prcfent motion, 
that which ^oxAd remain in their books would defcend to 
pofterity, .and record the injuftice by which the refolution 
wa$ ^flablifli^. He then ftated what the law in all fuch 
cafes-was^ and how inapplicable it hid uniformly been' to ail 
the proeeedingft which had diftinguiihed the fcnitiny and ita 
fbcttors. The cuftom was welMcqown. All returns were 
to be ma4c by an indenture between the Sheriff and the 
Mayor; and the writ which authenticated that return li« < 

mi ted it to a fpecific time* This was the common la:w of 
tiie land re(pe£ting ele&ions, and the duty pf thofe enl^ufted 
with the execution of the King's m^Rid^ate for th^t pu^pofc. 
He c:>ured therefore to be informed how fuch a law could 
^pply^ either for defending the legality. of the fcrutiny, or 
yindtc'iting the refolution of the Houfe, which ftamped fuch 
a proceeding with an appearanc^or femblance of authority. 
It 'Was not, as it prefled upon his mind, within the reach of 
human itigenuity to reconcile the theory of law with the 
pradice at the Houfe of Commons, fo far as it was interefi-^ 
^ in the prcfent bui^neis ; and what chiefly confirmed him 
iti this opinion was, not only the incompetency of the court, 
which had been created on purpofe to alfert this illegal mea- 
fure, in oppofnion to the rights and feelings of freenocfi, 
but the ii3pompcrency of the law itfelf to the pnrpofe, foir v 

^hifzh ati. attempt had been made to ftretch or extend it^ 
The cafe in faft involved fo many ftrange circumftances, 
poiotied to fuch an abfurd and impra£tic&ble objeA, and 
^as fo little calculated to aniwer any vahaable or durable 
:\ ." ' " • ■ , cnd^. 
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«ndy that our laws had made no fort of provifion whatever 
for fuch an exigence as it holds oat. Thejr never fuppofcd 
the cafe poffible. To give it validity or ifDportance, new 
taws muft be made, old precedents abolifhed, and the whotc 
tnpde of accomplifliing the bafinefs of eie£tions not merely 
revHed, but literally altered or changed into quite another 
form. But the whole completion of this bofinefs zthrded, 
• to bis mind, ah argument, which carried convi£tioii/ai<^ng 
with.it in a very forcible manner. He-defired bot to refer 
to the files of the Houfc, on which ihe returns were placed^ 
to be iatisiied that the greateft irreg-ularity had taken place^, 
and marked ^V(:ry ftep which had been taken in confequence 
of the refoluiions which he wilhed refcinded. Was there 
an]f other cafe, he aiked, in which its parallel could be pro- 
duced ? He knew there was none ; and it would mark tiie 
conduft of the gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe, 
while it reinained io be occalionaily canvalTed. £qt whence 
this impropriety ? Why war it fo iinffular ? Why in all our 
parliaoKijitary records was it, the only inftanot ) He kncm 
no other reafon bat that thf plain good old path was a bea« 
ten one, and therefore in all relpeAs pcrfe£tly obviooSy 
firaight, and fafe. It ilrongly corroborated this reafobing, 
that m the iingle cafe in which the pra£tice of ouranceftora 
bad been departed from, nothing, but error, irregularity, 
and perplexity ehfued. Our .forefathers fet us no example 
of this informality ; and it wojuld ill b'ecome us to miflead- 
our pofterity by a mode of acting, for which we. had no 
precedent either in the prefent or former times. He hoped 
gentlemen would give fome attention to this reafoning. He 
thought it perfedly in point, and he had^a right to urge it 
, , with all the earneftnefs and ability in his power. He did 
not underftand the meaning of the argument, that, becaofe 
once wrong> it was a duty to continue wrong always ; this 
put an effe£lual end to all reformation or amendment. He 
I was fure, in appealing to the feelings of gentlemen, he 

ihould be underftood, when he faid that no man of true ho^ 
liour would periift in aflerting or defending any thing which 
h.e had reafon to think had been adopted precipitately, or 
without due cpnfideration ; and where were peribas of this 
/ diftin£^ion to be found or expe£icd but in that Houfe } He 
begged of them to prefe^ve the dignity of the Houfe, the 
refpeAability which had always attended their proceedings ; 
the right not of any individual, but all individuals; not of 
the city pf Weftminfter, but of a\\ the cities in the kiog- 

(lomj 
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dom ; the qutftion was general, and this night's deciiion 
would have a general cfftSt ; and if ever men were calkd 
upon to decide impartially, and according to the bed: of their 
judgementSy it was now. 

The Majier of the Rolls (Sir Lloyd Kcnyon) faid he was The Matter 
not a little averfe, from the beginning, to take any part inofibeRalu. 
this debate ; for it hitherto happened, that he had not met 
with that refpe£l which he thought his condufi, whatever his- 
opinions were^ entitled him to. The gentlemen on the other 
fide of the Houfe bad treated him with perfonalities,' which 
he did not like, and which did them at leaft as Httle honour 
as him. It was not long ago fince an honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Montagu) contefted his right to a feat in that aflembly ; 
the fame kind of farcafms had been pretty frequent from others 
io the fame way of thinking ; and to-night he had been told 
that he was the keeper of the confcience of the majority of 
the Houfe ; hpw far he .was entitled to fuch an appellation^ 
the honourable gentleman beft knew who beftowed it ; but 
he would appeal to the Houfe, whether fuch a line of debate 
became them. If that honourable gentleman had conceived 
any diflike ov averfion to him, it would have been more ^ 
manly and candid to have mentioned it fairly and privately, • 
than to come to the fenate and throw out whatever he con- 
ceive4 to be moft difrefpef^fuK He could afTure that honou-^ 
rable gentleman that he iliould always be found at home, and 
that whatever way he put his objefiions, they fhould meet 
with fuch an anfwer as he thought it his duty to give. He 
would alfo take the liberty of telling him, that he had as . 
good a right to fpeak his mind — that he was as independent a 
member of Parliament — that he was every wayasheneft.a 
roan, and as fincercly dc£rous of doing his duty to the beft 
of his abilities, as that or any other honourable gentleman in 
the Houfe. But why were tbefe attacks fo conftantly levelled 
at him? If they conceived that, by that means he was- inti* 
xnidated from either declaring his attachment to the truth, or 
a&ing as he conceived his own confcience, and the laws of 
the country dire£ted him, they would find themfelves, he 
trufted, completely deceived. Much as had been faid on the 
law part of the (][ueftion, nothing had yet reached his ears 
which in any degree invalidated the opinion which he had the 
honour of ftating to the Houfe on a former occafion. He 
did not think it necefiary now, however, to go over that 
ground again. He was not at prefent difpofed to quote cafes, 
or cite books, as he had then been obliged to do ; ftill lefs 

ihpuld 
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ftiould b^ be undcf the neceitity of having. rccourfe to the 
tcchrtical phrafeobgy of the fdcnce^ And if- ever he was 
obfcttre or abftrafc on the fohjeft, it was more ort the ac- 

- * ' count of others, than any difficulty iRrhich had occurred to 
' hixn on the fubjeft. For, indeed, he had alway-s conceived 
it to he a very clear and intelligible point, • It was no mprc, 
in his idea, than, that a retorniog officer had done that \vhich 
the law which prefcribed the duty muft be fuppofcd to have 
allowed hint for executing it ; that is* to fay, hd had taken 
the neccffary tihie to do the bufitrefs. This was the p^ecife 
light in which it had always (truck him. The great fstSts he 
had ever conceived to be, that the polf was protrafled tofuch a 
length, as precluded thercturning officer from that time before 
the expiration of the writ,- in which he ought to have made 

, up his mind on the fubjeft. The honourable gentleman went 

into a detail of cafes, proving the neceffity of allowing deli- 
beration for the executive officer to mature his judgement. 
Thisic contended was implied in every writ directed, with 
an intention to procure an eleftion of a Knight or Burgefs to 
Terve in Parliament. He applied himfelf to refute the argu- 
mertts of the learned and the honourable gentleman who pre- 
ceded him ; . and he urged the Houfe not to abandon that 
plain line of confiftthcy to whldh it was^ their htgheft fat)nour 
»h all cafes to adhere. He Warned them agkinft the forcer of 
that eloquence, however powerful, however unanfwerafblc^ 
which had fo often' been employed on iWii fubjeft ; and he 
doubted not, would again be employed to impreis gentlemen, 
vith an idea of perfortal perfecution, of fomething^ mighty 
unconftitutional m, the whole of this bulinefs. Ht begged 
". they would recolleft, that when the rcfolution wai* moved 
and voted, whfch it was the objeft of the oppofition now to 
rcfcind, that they were ftilly cpnvinced in their cJWtt mhlds. 
The queftion was no lorigerof a kind to bear' hard on any 
individual whatever. It was now general, and had a general 
' afpefV. Why, therefore, depart from what had alre:2(dy been 
done deliberately, cooly, and from convidlidn ? Wliit other 
puvpbfe could be anfwered by refcinding this refdlutiott, than 
iwelling the triumph of thofe who had then differed from 
" them. Thofe things, he trufted, would have their* cflfeft 
when maturely weighed. Much had been faid about the ho- 
nour and dignity of the Houfe, but in his mind, there was 
no other mode of prefervingit, than by firmly refiftittg* the 
prefent motion. He thought it Was not very likely, that 
gentlemen who had come to the queftion with faif aind.oprighc 

minds. 
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miadty (Prepared lb be giridjsd onl^ bf lh4 bcft of their jodge^ 
irteiH»y wfr« at this time very likely to codccive difFcr^ntly 
of what they hadF (b fally informed thetDfelves. He begged 
p^tAon of the Houfe for having iatrodcd fo nmch on their 
tfnie ; 6ai ibis nrach he thoi;^ht it incumbent on him to fay^ 
•a be had been (b frequently call^ ttpon by gentlemen op both 
fidetf of the Houfe. 

Mr* Scoit iaidy he was one of thofe who had voted againAjMr. Scocu 
the firft propofition moved by a learned friend of bis, now on 
eirctiit(Mr. Lee) that the High BailifF ought to have re^ 
tursed two meoiberst on or before the return dafy of the writ;, 
afi4 he would not be.at aU sifhamed to vote this night for the 
exiMiifgmg the whole of the reiolutions of the 8th of June laft» 
^When* he voted againft the propofition of his learned friend^ 
it was. not becanie he thought the firrutiny legal after the rc^ 
tmtn of the writ, for he had all along been convinced of its 
illegality ; but becaufe the prqx)fition had been fo Worded 
that he could not give it his approbation in that form ; but 
bia tii^edion was merely to the form ; and therefore he ap-« 
proved of the vote of Friday night laft, which had. put an 
cad to a meafore the moft repugnant to reafon and to law. 
At the fame time that he condemned the fcrutiny, he would 
be; forry that any one fliould fuppofe he meant to import any . 
improper motives to thofe who had voted for it ; he was WrU 
ling to give them credi| for puritv of intention ; they were 
wrong only in judgement. Thev nad a very unncccffary ten- • 
dernei's for the confcience of the High Bailiff, which they 
faid they would not torture, by compelling him to make a re-* 
turn before heflionld have thoroughly inveftigated aiikl fcTU^ 
tinifcd his poll; but furelv his oath did not bind him to any 
thing more than to make nis return to the bell of his judge- 
ment, in the time allowed to him by law, to fatisfy his con-* 
fcience : and to make him do- this in a fliort time would not ^ . 
be to torture him more than a common juryman's confcienc^r 
was when he waa obliged to find a verdift before he was per-« 
mitted to eat ; for his part, notwithftancling all that had beeri 
laid about the tendernefa of his confcience, he believed he 
i^ould have been fatiafied in a ihort time, if he knew that un-^ 
til he fliould have done fo, he fliould not be indulged with 
bread, beef, or porter, fire or candle light. Indeed the 
prooq>t obedience he had paid to the order of the Houfe^ 
communicated to him in confequcnce of the voce of laft 
week) flfiewed that his Confcience was not of the moft deK«< " 
case texture ; for as it would have been tyranpicin the Houfe 
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to attempt to fcrrce his confcieoce, fo it would have been un* 
chriftian and immoral in ^im to violate his conicience^ merely 
to obey ao unjuft order ; but he 6\i not require, it feemedt 
much time to make up his mind when the Houfe commanded 
him ; why then fliould he not have paid as prompt an obe« 
dience to the mandate of ^e King's writ i if it Was conicience^ 
that had prevented him in the latter cafe, it would have 
equally prevented him in the former ; and he would have fcni* 
tiniftd his Whole poll, before he would h^ve obeyed either 
King or Houfe of Con)m6ns, in what he thought againft his 
confcience. He confeiTed he did not like that confcience in 
' returning officers, under colour of which they might preveqt 
the meetmg of Parliaments for ever ; for if the King's writ 
was not to be literally and pundually obeyed by all, there 
would be at beft but a rump of ^ Parliament to meet* Re* 
turning officers might make fpecial returns, and the papers 
containing them, being laid upon the table of that Houfe, 
the Ufher of the' Black Rod would find no other members 
than thofe fcraps of papers to fummon to the bar of the Houfe 
of Peers, ,to attend his Majefly. . The Conftitution had 
wifely vetted the King with the prerogative of calling Par- 
liaments when and where he pleafed : if the choice were left 
to tfat People, one part might incline to meet in one place, 
and another in another : one part<at one time, and another at 
a very different one. To prevent fuch inconveniences, the 
King was ma^e the cpnflitutional judge of the time and place 
of meeting ; but if returning officers might protraft ele^ions 
to any time they pleafed, it would be in vain that the King ' 
was vetted with a prerogative, which it would be in the 
power of every returning officer to defeat and dcftroy, Mr; 
Scott then took a view of the different ftatutes for regulating 
cledions, down from the reign of Henry IV. to the prefent 
reign ; and by expounding one by another, he ftat^d that 
they all fupported this doctrine, " That the eleaion muft be 
^ •* finally clofcd before the return of the writ j which mufl be 

<* jnadc on or before the day fpecified in it»** However, not- 
withttanding the clearnefs of the law on this head, he faw, 
from what had lately happened, that there was a ncceffity 
for fome additional law, to put it out of the power of future 
Minifiecs to ktep counties or towns unreprefented, under the 
colour of fcrutinics, or candidates from haraffing each pther^ 
and of returning officers from throwing obftacles in the way 
of the meeting of Parliaroents. This, however, might be 
aworl^of time J th^ expunging of the refolmions a&ually 
^- under 
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under c<Mifiileration^ ought to be the work of this night; and 
the mesdureflioald. have, his hiparty fupporc. v . 

Mr. Scott having in the courfe of his fpeech men^oncd 
the circttmftance on which the Downton Committee had dc'^ 
cided their petition^ viz. on there not hasving been iixteen 
ieals to. an inftrumcnt, by which iixteen voters held their 
qualification, Mr. Drake rofe to call upon the Houfe to fup* ' 
port the decifion of fifteen of their own members who had 
decided upon their oaths, and in fuch a manner as they had 
no reafon to be afhamed of. 

The Attorney General faid a few words in explanation* 
The Earl of Surrey exprefied his regret that the learned gen* Thf^fiari of 
tleman had not mentioned bis Opinion of the ftate of the Weft- Surrey, 
roinfter fcriitinv when the fubjedi was firft Agitated, as it 
might poffibly nave fo operated, as to i:ender the motion un« 
neceflary, on whieh he feemed now to entertain fo many ob^ 
jeAions. He wilhed to foggeft to another learned gentleman 
(Sir Lloyd Kennyon) that on every fubje£i: of a parliamentary 
nature, when one gentleman ^difapproved of the conda£t of 
another, the Houfe was undoubtedly the only proper, place 
for . final conciufions. He was, therefore, inconfiderate 
in requiring that explanations on fuch a fubje£t fhould be 
made out of doors. He.obferved that the learned gentleman 
had mentioned a circumftance, related bv him to the Houfe, 
on the night the fubjeil of the Weftminfter fcruliny was laft ^ 

agitated, to prove that the reafons then advanced to induce 
them to terminate this 4>roceeding, were founded merely on 
expediency. To this he would reply, that in mentioning 
this circudiftance as an inftance pf the abfurdity and incom* 
peteacy of that tribunal, it was not to be concluded that he 
deferted the argument of its illegality. Inftead of diminifhing 
this objedlion, inftances,. fuch as thofe adduced by him on 
that occafion, were ftrong corroboratives of its illegality. 
The queftion had hitherto been difcuffed legally, and upon 
profeitional grounds. If the Houfe would give him leave, he 
would look at it in a political point of view,^aod that, he faid^ 
was, in his opinion, the ground upon whicli it had originally ^ 
been taken up by the other fide of the Houfe ; for he verily 
believed; had -there not exifted a political cofiteft there, the 
Weftminfter fcrutiny would never have been countenanced. 
In.the cafe of the Middlefex eleftion, had any other man than 
Mr, Wilkes been the fuccefsful candidate, the Houfe, he ve- 
rily believed, would not have proceeded to the expulfipns, ancj 
all the other meafures they were induced to take. So in the 
cafe of Weftminfter, had not his right honourable friend been 
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ihtf pafty,')^ was pretty well oohvincBd that Hwfe would 
have heard very little about the matter. He hoped^ ho«f«ver, 
as in the former ^afe, good woutd come pat of evil.^ To the' 
Middkfex ekftion Mr. Grenviile*s bill ow^ its ori^n \ he 
hoped a bill equally lalutary would be the confequence ctf ttio 
Weftminfter eledlion* He then defended himfelf oi> the 
foore of confiftency ; oa the former ground, he bad tiodonbr^ 
itbe riffht honouraUe gentteraan oppoiite to hhn (Mr. Pitt) 
would difapprove this motion; but he trailed thofe gentlemen 
ivhoy from a conviction of the illegality or inefficapy of the 
fcrutiny^ had voted fer its difcontinttauce, would^ on this 

* occaCoii, come forward^and ^obliterate from thetir journals 
the memory of fuch a tranfa£kion. 
The SoiicU Th9 Solid for Geturai (Mr! Mac Donald) contended that nr^ 
tor General ^uj^jng officer^ were not bound in every pofiihle contingency 

' to make a return of their precepts on the precife day required 
by the exigency of the writ* He faid that extreme cafes had 
been put to fliew, that by corrupting all the returning officers 
of the kingdom, they might, by inftituting fuch proceedings 
as thofe of the High Bailiff of Weflminiler, keep this coun^^ 
try Without any Parliament at all. But he would avail him*- 
felf of the example (hewn on the other fide of the Houfe, and 
put what was alfo an extreme cafe, though equally applkabie 
with that now flated -y fuppofe in the condufl of ele^ioos. 
matters fhould be fo cbntrived as to procraftinate the poll* till 
the laft day, and by fupplying it with perfons who had no 
title to vote at eledlions, the greater number of real fuffkai^ 
gants fhould be unpolled at the time of the expiration of the 
writ, would any perfon fay, that a fet of Taggamuifins^ forced 
in upon one of the legiflatlve branches of this kingdom, would 
foe a fpecies of reprefentation, in any refpe& better than the 
total abfencebf any Parliament. As the difa4 vantages* were 
fo equally balanced, on arguhig ab incofivenitmif on both 
fides, the Houfe would eafily perceive that nothing was 
gained by putting cafes fo remote, add which in the reafonof - 
things could never happen. 116 faid the writ had more than 
two objefls ; it had three. It commanded the returning offi- 
cer to proceed at a given time and place to ele6l a burgefs, and 
to take care that the candidate having the majority of legal 
votes was the party returned* Mr. Solicitor faid, the fingle 
inflance of a Refblution having been expuneed, was in the 
caTe of Dr. Noel, who had received the thanks of the Houfe 
for a fermon preached on the 30th of January, the vote ef 
which thanks was afterwards ordered to be expunged. 

Sir 
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^ t Sir ^i«to y<AnfiM€ thoqcht t!^ piefeiit mottcm perfisAly ^r jm^ 
i<m uitjitftifiafaky when he odleo to mind that 6n a former occa- JohjiftiMic. 
7* Am a relation of hit bad been dommitted to Newgate for 
^ji only doubting the l^ality of a fcrutiny. He faid, if the 
ecr Hotife^were to pronounee what was, and what was not bw^ 
ci tfaerp was an end of the legiiation of Parliament, of the Courts 
4 of Jttdicatnre, and df the liberties of Great Britain. * 

Sir Gfffory Pmgg Turner gave his reafons for adhering to his 
k former opmioas, and voting agatnft the motioa^for expunging 
& the prcicmings* 

Mr. B$arcroft bmin by ftatihg the reprefcntations ttiade by Mr. a« 
the right honouraDie gentleman now perfonaiiy concerned in ^'^'^ 
this bufinefs^ both in and out of the Houfe, df the fevere per^ 
fecutlon he fufiered, pointing himfelf out in the moft amiable 
of all lights^ that of a poor and virtuous man ftruggUng.with 
adverfity* In refped to what had been faid on law; good 
iaw^ in his opinion, woald bear ftripping, and always looked 
nofl handfome when it wa^ plainly dr^edi He iaid, that 
there could not he,a precedent and a judgement in a cafe that 
had never happened. Time, which altered every thing, had 
altered the mode of elections : but the eledion itfelf ftilT muft 
be, and ftiU was, on the fame principle* He deilriSd to re- 
fort to no ifa-onger fountain than the writ itfelf. He tlien 
faid, tfa^ diveflii^ his argument ae much as pofiible of the 
trappit^s of tiechinal expreflkms, and tranflating the law into 
plain aad intelligible langu^^e, he would lay before the Houfe 
a. clear flatement of all . that hj4 been faid on both fudcs of the^ 
, quefiion. He then proceeded to explain what an ele£tion wa$^ 
and, from vacipus pren>ifes, dcew the concluiioo, that a 
fcrutiny was in every refpeA a part of the poll. If, then, it 
was part of the poll, it was in vain to difpute now of its 
legality* He dien adverted to the aft of Henry YI. and faid 
jtluit the right honounable gentleman had complained that he 
was deprived of the benefit of this ftatute in moovering from ^ 
the returning officer the fum of forty pounds, which by tb« 
a£k was not recoverable, except fued for in three months after 
the return of the wriu To make him eafy on this fubjed^ 
whidi feemed to him of fome importance, he would make 
him aprsfentof a ftatute which would recover (ixty thoufaod 
pounds for him. For the proviilon of the ftatute of the 9th 
of George IL was, that on an a&ion of trefpafs, on the cafe 
for afalte return, the officer, on conviflion, was obliged to 
pay double cofts, which, according to the right honourable 
gentleman's eftimate that the fcrutiny had coft 30,oooL 
would amQunt to the fum he Satf. mentioned. But from thf 
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"^ complei^on offdch acafe^'iie hdievedv the right bmounble 
.', gentleman would fcarcely vetuure on fuch a procQsding^ and 
as to the prefent motion, he conceived it to be the higheft ia^ 
•fult that could poffibly be offered to the Houfe. 
Mr. A4aau Mr* Jdam^ before -he proceeded to ftate his opinion on the 
.queftioo, begged leave firfl to cantion* gentlemen againft the 
impreflion, which in^ the courfe of the debate w^s fo fi»- 
quently recommended to them^ that to agnee in the motioa 
^ now before them,^ would be an infolt on thei^ underflandings 
and proceedings. This was far from being the cafe^ nnleft 
they fhould confider themfelves dtfgracedin coneding the 
errors of an inconfiderate and hafty judgement* If f^cfa a 
conduA implied a. cenftire on themtelves, it Was already in* 
c'urred by tbeir late determinatidn on the fubjed of the icra« 
tiny. But the proceedings of. the Judges in the courts of 
law, fufficientiv {hewed thisfpecies of conduct nev^r to have 
been confidered as degrading ordifhonourable ; for though it 
was thought proper to confider their determinatious over and 
over, till complete juftice was obtained^ and from ^he purfuit 
"of the fame obje£k, he* had every fiance that the Houfe of 
Commons would not bedivetted by any extravagant and nn- 
juftifiAble ideas *>of.difparity and contiftency.' In the-firft 
place, to fhew that there was- no analogy between the* cafes 
on the fubje£t of writs iffuedfrom the courts of law, and the 
• writ in queilion now, he would only noention, that in the for* 
mer cafe, many of the writs were not returnable agatate the 
Court,^ as the execution of the writ ia thefe cafes was the 
(Completion of th& law* Of this kind were writs oifim fitcias^ 
capias ad fatUfaciendum^ &c.. > Frotn this, it was evident much. 
time had been thrown av^ay in arguing by analogy between 
writs iffuing from the courts (^law, of which, inlomecafesy 
no return need be made, and tfaofe writs, on the retium of 
which every, objcft depended. When there were in any flate 
co-ordinate and equal powers, it muft always be held as a 
maxim that to fulfil any good purpofe, it was neceffiuy ttey 
fhould not ckih or counteract each other. But in the pro** 
ceedings of the Houle on the fubjeA .of the fcrntiny, they 
affumed a legiflative power, in extending the duration of 
a precept which did not originate with them. By the law and 
conftitution of this country, the power and: difcretion of 
calling a Parliament was vefted in the executive Government. 
The writs were iffued from His Majefty's H^h. Court of 
Chanc^y, and be wiihed to know what authority this Houfe 
had to interfere with the prerogative in one of its moft im* 
portaht rights ; and how it could admit the fame power of in« 
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terference an4 abfolute coiinteili6lion to all the BailiflTs and 
returning officers throfughoat the kingdom* Till thefe jar- , 
riim and difcordant priftoiples were removed, he held it im-' 
poffible that the Conllitiition fhould be reftored to its nattirall 
tone. The cafe was exceedingly dtfie^ent on a vacahcyJ ' 
where the writ was ifil^ed on a motion iii this Houfe which- 
might b)? oppofed or acceded to. But in a general eleAion^' 
when the intent of the Legiflature was that every place (hould 
^be duly reprefented, and the number of the Houfe complete^ 
the cafe was entirely altered, fo/ by admitting in that cafe 
any obftacle to intervene, every good purpofe wouid be ut** 
terly defeated. Adverting to an obfervation of Mr. Bearcroft^s 
refpe£ling the complaints urged oit the injury which the Houfe 
did the prefent fitting meml^r of Weftminftcr^ in preventing ^ . . 
him from the benefit of the ftatute of Henry VL in fecunng 
a penalty from the returning officer, he faid his right honou-^ 
rable friend never regretted the inability to fecure that debt 
with any view to the paltry fum of forty pounds, but men- 
tioned it to fhew the Houie, they committed, in the firft in-^ 
fiance, an' aft of injuftice, which fhould always be coniidered 
a fufficient bar to any proceeding. He therefore had no 
doubt but the Houfe would, on ail thefe, as well as many ' 
other confiderations, before offered to them from perfohs far 
more capable of dire6ling their proceedings, refcind the refo- 
lution ef the 8th of June from their Journals.^^ 

Mr. RfiUe oppofed the motion, and reminded the Houfe that Mr. R^Ue. 
Mr. Fox had brought in a bill- for the government of India, 
which would,, if carried, have made him and his party fupe- 
riorto the Crown itfelf ; therefore this, as well as that, was' 
an iofutt on the Moufe, and derogatory to its dignity. 

Lord Vifcount Gallway rofe next^ in great warmth ; he Lord vifc^ 
reprobated the Wcftminfter cleftion, and infifled that Mr. <^»»*^*y- 
Fox was not the legal member, for he was chofen by a mob ; 
he had, he faid, by means of a mob, prevented the legal con~ 
flituents from polling, and fuffisred that mob to obtrude them- 
feives on the poll. His Lordfhip fpoke in fuch heat, that it 
was difficult to underftand him ; the Houfe were out of all 
patience, and at lafl his Lordfhip fat down,*amidfl tbe difor- 
der of the moment. 

Mr. Fox rofe three times to begin his fpeech, and was of- 
ten interrupted by Lord Galway, who complained of the 
treatftient he received from the Houfe in not being permitted 
to finifh what he had to fay. He was checked by the Chair, 
who told him that he was diforderly • 

Mr. . 
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Mr. Fox: Mr. Fox 7^ Itngih got pofl^ffion of the Hptrfe^ md began 
vitb obfervifif^, thjit be felt great fatififaftioii ill finding the 
eje£lorsof the city of Yod^ bad noti^banged their principle^. 

. with their reprefentattVe*;: they had felt ttk0 f^nglifliinen 
opon the proceedings of the WeftmioAer fcfutiny, ilnd bad 
inftmSted their reprefenutives to tote agwift it. One of 
tlieiDy be faid, from a natural love ^f equity, and a doefenfe 
of the illegality of that Houfe's tdkinfg upon itfelf %a diredk 
that the icmtiny ihoisld be proceeded in, after the return 6i 
the writy had uniformly voted with him on every qtteftioo ^ 
i^fpe£king it. He faid be was gla4 to fee that the alarm o£ ' 
eftablifliing fo fatal a precedent bad extended itfelf through* 
oot the kingdom ; and though the citj of York had been the 
firft to take notice qf it^ and to inftruA their members to 
oppofe the continuance ^ the fcrotiny, he had no doubt but 
a fimilar difapprobation of it prevailed in other piaces,^ be-^ 
caufe he was fore that all but thofe who were led away by 
iQotives of perfonal pique and party prgudice couU be but <» 
one opinion upon it^ That it was illegal, that it was uncon-- 
fiittttional^ that it was deftroAive to the rights <^ eledion, 

^ and injurious to that Houie, were fii£b to broad, fo platn^< fa 
immoveable, that all the art, and all the ingenuity^ aU the 
legal quibbfeSf and all the milreprelentations of the ftatute 
and the common law, that bad peculiarly marked and. dtftia* 
guiihed the debate of that day^ bad not been able to di%ttf(ef 
or to coiiceah The right honouraUe and learn^ gentleman 
who fpoke £rft on tt^ other fide of tbe^Houfe, had, in a 
moil extraordinary and unprecedented manner, endeavoured 
to fupply his lack of argument with the weight of authority, 
lie had begged the Houte tobelievd that the precee^ngs upoa 
their Journals were, legal. Why? Beeaufe the < right ho* 
nourable and learned gentleman^ and beeaufe others in b^h 
departments of the law, had thougltt proper to fay they were 
fo. This mode of appealing to » man's> own autbdrify^ i«i 
confirmation of the afiertions he was ufing for want of argu- 
ment, was, Mr. Fox faid, equally neW and unprecedentm; 
but it was furely a pitiful refort far any man to £y to fcr 
, ibelter. When the Middkfex-eleftion bufinefswas moved 
to be refcinded, and erafed from their Journals^ he, and thofe 
who with him had voted in fupport of it, had not a&ed in fo 
paltry a ipiaBner. That bufinefs bad been honoured witb the 
fuppprt of the prefent Lord Thurlow, th^ bite Lord Wai* 
fin^am, and all the lawyers of dtofe days^ wbb^ at ktfftt 
were as good authorities as the rig^t honourable and leaniedr 
gentleman, and thofe who fat on the fame bench with him ; 
a but 
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but they never dreamt when a propofition for expunging the 
proceedings, on the Middlefex ele£lion from their Journals 
was in agitation, of bidding the Houfe coniider wha^ high 
authorities had pronounced in their approbation; had they 
done fo, they /hould have thought they adled in a mean ana 
pitiful way. Mr. Fox took notice of the dark infinuations 
the right honourable and learned gentleman had chofen to 
throw out, and complained of the extreme unfairnefs of his 
charging him with having protraded the poll, and declaring 
that he had ftill bis own opinion upon the fubje£b. In this 
aflertion he would not take the right honourable Und learned 
gentleman's wc»-d. The right honourable and learned gen* 
tieman well knew that he had no more protraded the poll 
than Sir Cecil Wray had protradled the poll, excepting onlv 
the three laft days, when, unqueftionably, he had not yield- 
ed to the application that was made to him, of concluding the 
poll for the dire<SI: purpofe of inftituting a fcrutiny. He 
knew alfo that there was no ground whatever for his infinua*^ 
tions that there could ftill exift a doubt on the real quarter 
from whence delay came. He knew that as fewer of his ob- 
jeftions failed than of the objedlions of the other party, he 
had. not added to the delay of the fcrutiny. If, after all that 
had palled upon the fubjedl, the right honourable and learned 
gentleman had ftill opinions of his own, what fort of prin-^ 
ciples would he carry to the bench with him, when he fhoulj 
be made a judge ; and what fecurity could there be had in his. 
adminiftration pf juftice, who preiumed to fusgeft and infi- 
nuate opinions contrary to all they had heard at their bar^ 
and contrary to the evidentia ret ? Having exprefled this with 
fpme warmth, Mr. Fox mentioned the advertifement in the 
newfpapers relative to the bad votes ftated to have been dif- 
covered in the parifhes of St. Margaret and St. John, and 
argued upon that publication a^ a publication carrying upoa 
the face of it fufficient evidence of the fallacious pretences . 
that had been urged for carrying on the fcrutiny. He alfo 
mentioned that there were but nine days more for a pietition 
to be prefehted to carry the ele£tion to be tried by a tribunal 
competent to inveftigate it, and give an honeft and juft 
judgement ; a tribunal, the members of which were them- 
felves bound to decide upon their oaths, and upon evidence 
delivered upon oath. He faid, the confideratlon of theex^ 
pence alone excepted, he heartily w'v(hed for a petition, were 
it only that fuch dark and injurious infinuations as the right 
honourable and learned gentleman had fuggefted, might be 
forever wiped awav, and their truth or falfehpod demon- 
VoL. XVII. . ' Bbb ftrated 
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fttatcd beyond all eontradicHoh. With regard to what had 
Been faid in the cotirfe of the debate, as to the law pu^l^Iing 
the plain fenfe of the argumetit, artd leaving him an ample 
field to enter upon, he declared the reverfe appeared to him 
to be the cafe; hw learned ftifekids had argued the whole of 
ihe bw and of the cohftitutron and common fenfe of the 
<5[uellion fo fiiHy, that they haA fcarcely left him any thing 
to fay. One learned gentleman m particular (Mr. Scott) had 
entered into the whole of the cafe with a found nefs of argu- 
thenr, and a depth and a clofeneft of re^foning, that peioaps 
had fcarcely been equalled in the difcoffion of any topic 
within thofe walls, that turned at all. on the ftattte and com- 
mon law, on the analogy of writs, and the fort- of legatre- 
ftrcnces that had been made in tb^ courfe of the debate ; fo 
1^11 and (o ably indeed had that learned gentleman argued it, 
that nothing like an anfwer had been ottered to any one of 
his appeals to his brethren of the long robe, or any one of 
Kis do6lrincs. In troth, he was convincedj it was out of the 
power of ingenuity itfelf to Overthrow the pofitions laid down 
By the learned jjenileman, to whom he would otfcr no apo- 
logy for a(ny allufion he might have made to him oii a for- 
xttt diy, fi>nce having drawn forth fo maflerly and inflrnc- 
tive a ipeech, he tonfidercd himfelf as peculiarly happy in 

. having been able to fay any thing that had the good fortune 
ft) be prbduftive of fuch confequences.; The only attempt 
that had been exhibited to reply to the learned gentleman 
had been by His Majefty's Solicitor General, who, as the 
learned gentleman had flated clearly .and unanfwcrably that 
the writ carried on the face of it its objeft and its ena, had 
faid, that the writ had a third, as well as the former two or* 
ders to the Sheriff. It not only directed him to chufe a per- 
f6n at fuch a place toferve in Parliament by fuch atime, but 
to take care that the perfon returned had the majority of legal 
vtrtfes at the eleftion. Mr. Fox ridiculed thi^ argument, and* 
conter.dtd that it was Equally t^teak and abfurf. He an* 
fjtered foftie parts of the Maftcr pf the Rolls and of Mi-, 
Bfearcroft's arguments ; and he took notite of what had been 
faid 'by Mr. Baftard early in thedebatA who had exprefled' 
his wiihes that an adl were the means Tcforted to, rather than 

* a motion to refcind. Mr. Fox faid, the reafon why he did* 
ifot take that method was, his extretne difficulty what fort of 
bill to frame for the purpofe, and the ri^ue th:ait muft ne- 
ceflarily be run as to the getting fuch a biW* through Ae 
three eftates. If a declkratory bill were brought in, it wouM 
be liable tt) every objcaion to which the prefenl motion was 

liable; 
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liable -, and if he were to briti^ in an enadking biU, periiaps 
it woold be faid hj the firft law authorities in the pthi^r 
Houfe* (Lord Thurk?w, for wltnefB) ** Why do you -feiid 
yourufelefs bills- here? To what end craiti your flatate books 
with a£ls of Parliament, pronouncing that to be law, wbieh 
every body knows is law already." This, he thought, as it 
had been faid on one occafion already, might be faid again ; 
and he wss fure, it could not be (aid on any pc^fipn m^w 
truly, than if be were to bring in an enafting bill of the nah • 
ture in queftion, and that Hoafe were to pafs its and fend it to 
the Lords ! Mr. Fox paid Lord ThurJov grei^t compliments 
on his abilities, and faid, there was alfo in the other Hpufe A 
^ofeffional Peer, venerable for his years, venerable for hii 
learning* his talents, and bis integrity; he meant Hfs Mar 
jefty's Chief Juftice of the Court of King's Bench, whofr 
opinions, he believed, were the fame as his own upon the 
fubje£k, though he did not fpeak from any fecrqt communU 
xation. fle refled his belief that they were fo^ from tlie no- 
ble and learned Lord, who was many years fince a pra6ticj(l 
lawyer, having at that time uniformly adked upon the fam^ ' 
ideas«- Mr. to3CC€included with an earned recommendatioa 
to the Hottfe, to do away the errors they had committedi 9Q4- 
reprobated the -idea of its being derogatory of their honour Ho 
confefs their miftake. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt declared, that he had givpn the mi^ Mr.chan. 
nuteft attention tp every thing that bad fallen on either £de of ^'''^' ^'^^* 
the Houfe, and particularly to the right honourable gentle^ 
man, not with any hopes of finding a new light thrown either 
on the legality or expediency of tbequeftion, but beeaufe he 
had been defirous to difcover how far the ingenuity of gen- 
tlemen would go in giving an apparent diverfity toai{;ument$ 
which had already been fo repeatedly handled in every /hape 
that invention and fubtlety could pol&bly give them; in aid 
to all the authorities which had already, been adduced, the right 
honourable gentleman had reforted to new authorities of his 
own creation, thofe of the Lord Chancel!^ and the Chief , 
Juftice of the King's Bench; gentlemen, 00 doubt, siuA have 
at firft imagined that the right honourable gentleman had 
come to the Houfe armed with the exprefs bpinionti of thofe 
great luminaries of the law, by the confidence with which he 
had ufed the fanAion of their names to enforce his argum^snt^; 
but after availing himfelf for about a quarter of an hpur of 
the credit which he afiumed on the fuppefition of their opi4. ^ 

nions, he had at laft thrown off his borrowed Orntnusnts» and 
eonfefled^ that in the (uppofed.opintonf of thfSSn gfP^t mm 

B b b a he 
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he had been only gratifying his idiagination in c«nteroplating'> 
in them, as in a mirror, his t own conceptions'; he wondered^ 
fhat with regard to the latter of thofe noble and learned per* 
fonages, who had been fo long ago as the right honourable 
gentfeman had mentioned, a ** pr!a£tical lawyer/' it had not 
been obferved, that he was a pra£iicailawyer juft about the 
period of the fcrutiny on the conteft for Weftminfter be- 
tween Trentham ^nd Vandeput, and at that very time in a 
^igh department under Government. He wifhed the right 
'honourable gentleman had not forgot to refer to another au- 
thority — an authority, which, while true dignity of charap** 
ter, unbounded information, abilities of the moft unparallelled 
magnitude, and an integrity on which no party had ever at- 
tempted to fix a (lain, mould continue to be refpe£ted, would 
ever be an ohjeSt of the love, the gratitude, and the admira- 
tion of England: the authority to which he alluded, was that 
of a noble Lord, who had formerly been Chief Juftice of the 
Court of Common Pleas, and afterwards Chancellor of Eng- 
land, and who, he was happy and proud to fay, was now at 
the head of His Majefty's Councils , he prefumc^ it would net 
l>e contended as probable, that that noble Lord was of the 
fame opinion of the right honourable gentleman, or, no 
doubts he would alfo have availed himfelf of the ftrengtk 
which the fuppofed acceilion of his opinion would have given 
his motion* Another authority had been offered, and it was 
an authority to which he paid as great a degree of refped as 
the right honourable gentleman poffibly could— -the refolu- 
tions of the city of York — ^this authority was not, like the 
Others, merely imaginary ; and he rejoiced it was not fo, as it 
was decidedly in his (Mr. Pitt's) favour ; for fo far from de- 
firing the Houfe to corre£l the abufe complained of, in the 
manner in which they were by this motion prefl^ to do^ 
the pbjeA of thofe reiolutions was nothing more than an ex-^* 
n€t type of w^hat had already been declared by fo many of his 
friends, to be the proper and neceilary remedy, and which it 
was, and had been ever iince the abufe had arifen, his refolu-* 
tion to apply. With refpe£l to the animadverfions, whicl^ 
he had levelled againft his learned friend near him (the At- 
torney General) they were fuch as (le was fure could make nq 
impreffion on himfelf, or the Houfe. The learned gentlemari 
(fetting a£de the confideration to which he was intttled from 
abilities, thathewould venture to fay were not furpafled in 
his profefiion) might well expoGt that fome degree of credit 
was due to the high office he filled, efpecially on a queftion 06 
^bif nat^rfij where it was not in iSRiej mexdy ^h^ther th& 
' - cpndu^l 
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condufk complained of was on a clofe and deep invefligation 
contrary to the abftrufe and more difficult point of law ; but 
whether it was fo tnanifeft and fo grofs a violation of plain, 
avowedy and important principles, as mufl.bave proceeded 
from intentional corruption, or unpardonable error, which , 
could alone juftify the meafure now demanded ; a meafure of 
fo delicate a natures that it certainly ought never tp be re- 
forted to on light and frivolous grounds, without the danger 
of introducing a wantonnefs and inconfiftency into the con- 
dixSt of Parliament, that muft effectually overturn all the 
good purpofesx>f its inftitution; a meafure that called Mpon 
the Houfe in exprefs terms to avow their own repeated refo* 
lutioQS formed on the mod mature deliberation, and the moft 
jBatieht debate and difcuffion, to be the offspring either of 
/wilful difhonefty, or of the moft difgraceful i|;horance« for 
his own part, he faid, that however he might nave altered his 
fentiments, in^refpe6^ to the expediency of the Refolutions 
which the Houfe was now called upon to refcind, he^ had by 
no means departed from his firm perfuafion of the legality of 
thofe Refolutions. The Houfe had hieen warned againft 
adopting legal analogies as the cround on which they were to 
decide toe prefent queftion, poutive precedents were infifted 
on as the only documents that could fupport the legality of . 
the Scrutiny. He areued, that the dodrines of the. gentlemen, 
on the other fide of the Houfe, went toeftabliih the necefiity 
of a Returning Officer's facrificing the fubjiance to the exi- 
gency of the writ. It would ill become him^ the avowed ad- 
vocate for a pure reprefentation of the People, and it would 
tend very little towards procuring for him the confidence of 
the Public towards his profeffion on that fubje6^, were he by 
any means whatfoever to contribute to the increafiog the many 
defefis which were at prefent fo juftly complained of in the 
conflitution ofParliament, and furly there could be no greater 
abufe than that of compelling a Returning Officer to make a 
return of members who were not elected by a majority of 
legal votes; yet this muft be the cafe in many popular elec- 
tions, if the Returning Officer, on a fair fuggeftion and ra- 
tional belief of iitiproper pra&ices on the poll, had not the 
power of epcamining by a more regular and accurate mode 
than the nature of fucn an eledion, according to the ul'ual 
method of condudling them, was capable of affording. The 
right honourable gentleman had difputed the calculation of 
the right honourable and learned gentleman (theMafterof the 
Rolls) of the time allowed tothe Sheriffs of London to make 
Iheir return^ by the fi^tute of 13 Geo. II. In order to over- 

»urt| 
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turn the argument of analogy, which had been drawn by that 
gentleman, who, though he had given the afliitance of bja 
oprti'ron, he was forry to inform the Houie, .would not be able, 
from a domeftic misfortune, la give hi^ vote upon the quef- 
tion. That calculation, however, of his right honourable 
friend he would- venttire to adhere to, as he knew it to be 
Aridlly accurate. By that flatute, the time ailawed to the 
Sheriffs was fifty-tvro days ; now the only queftion, with re- 
gard to the time for fumnioning a Parliament, was, whether^ 
.it was forty or fifty days; this, the right honourable gentle- 
man had well imagined, was at the time of the difiblution of 
. the late ParlLiment a fubjeiSI: of confideration with Minifters» 
and from that confideration which he had given, he was ready 
to affirm, that it might lawfully be furomoned in forty dayt. 
With regard to the argument drawn from the cladfe in th^^ 
a<S of union, that fifty days were pofitively prefcribed, as tM 
ihorteft time; that claufe, he faid, did not apply ; the objeA 
of that claufe was. merely local, temporary, and partial, for it 
related only to the kingdom of Scotland, to the members for ! 
Scotland, and to the firft Parliament that ihould meet for the \ 
united kingdoms; it' enabled, that it miglit be lawful for Her 
Majedy, at any time, to call the then Parltaracent of England, 
and alfo to iffue writs for the eleftion of the Scotch members^ 
to meet in that Parliament, but that there fhould be fifty days 
allowed between the iiTuing of the writs and the afiembling of 
the Parliament : the ufual tenn was thus prolonged, in order" 
to afford leifure for the confufion, confequent on the new 
arrangement, then taking place,- to fubfide. StiU, however, 
he would concede to the right honourable gentleman, the dif* 
ference between forty and fifty days, and take it at fifty ; in 
this conceifion he loft nothing, for all he wanted was a prin* 
ciple, which he would find in either cafe, namely, that by 
abfolute and pofitive ftatute, the very thing is' allowed whicn 
the gentlemen on the other fide complain againft as contrary 
to all law, common fenfe, juflice, or precedent, — the continu* 
at ion of an eleftion or>fcrutiny, (for it was hard todifcrinii* 
nate^ between them) after the meeting of Parliament, and con« 
fequently after the return of the writ. For if the Parliament 
might meet in fifty days, and the elefbion for Lonfen be de- 
ferred for fifty^two, then it was evident, tha(| the principle was 
fufficiently eftahliihed, as in a cafe of this nature two days 
were as ftrong as two hundred. He ffaouid be happy to faesr 
any of the ingenious and liaame^ gentlemen on the other 
fide, attempt an anfwer to this* -But if be fhouM not be al- 
lowed the benefit of ^ Ugal fnakgy^ wittv tftis a^ Sum the city 
' ■ * ' of 
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of LondoQ, by the candour of thofe gentlemen he would, at 
Ieaft» fatisfy ihem with a precedent. The cafe of Trentham 
and Vandeput was that precedent — to prove this precedent 
fully adequate to the cafe^ or as an honourable gentleman op- 
pofite to him (Mr. Adam) would, perhaps, call it a Jimite in 
pt)intf he would lay down an alternative—" either a Icrutiny 
is or it is not a part of eledVion." If it be a part of an elec- 
tion, then the eledlion cannot be faid to be finiihed while the 
fcrutiny continues, and not being finiftied, no members can 
be chofen, becaufe the event and termination of an eIe<9ioa 
muft be the choice of members; in thi^ part of the alternative 
the right honourable gentleman had nothing to complain of, 
becauie the fcrutiny not being determined, the eledion of 
^ourfe was not finifhed, and the ekdtion not being fini/hed, 
he certainly could not have -been chofen by an imperfeft an4 
unfinifhed elediom The other part of the altjernative put 
the right honourable gentleman into a worfe fituation, be- 
caufe it overturned the whole of his objeftions to the analogy 
between tlie late fcrutiny for Weftminlter and the former 
one ; for if he contended that a fcrutiny was not a part of an 
eledlion, then did the Houfe of Commons do, in that in- 
ftance, exadly what they h:\ve done now, for they fent the 
candidates back to a fcrutiny, after the day on whixrh the 
writ was returnable; a day which, though not afcertaincd in 
the writ by name, had been fufEciently identified by defcrip- 
tion, namely, the 14th day after the conclufion of the elec- 
tion— now this day being thus afcertained, from the conclu- 
fion of the eieflion, brought the two cafes in fpiritexadlly'to 
the fame point, ftripping them of that diftindtion which it was 
fo much the objeS of thegentlemfen oppofite him to eftablifti ; 
namely, the day being expreffly named in the one, and only 
defcribed into the other. The right honourable gentleman 
had fliewn fo great a forenefs on this fubjeft of fcrutinies, 
that, perhaps, it might embarrafs him to be afked ** how 
it came, that he himfelf, within three or four weeks- of the 
time appointed for the return of the writ, threatened to de- 
mand a fcrutiny?" This aueflion, as he never wilhed to lead 
any man into an embarraflment, out of which he did not wifh 
to extricate him, h^ would endeavour to anfwer in fome de- 
gree, and having already prefented the gentleman in the laft 
head of his argument with two, he would here give him three 
divifions of that queftlon. The right honourable gentleman 
then had one or the other of the three foUowing objefts in 
view: firft, he either thought that the fubjeft of the fcrutiny 
was of fo fimple a nature, that he hoped to fee it decided in 

his 
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his favour in fo fhort a time as the remainder 6f that ap- 
pointed for the return of the writ, ' and certainly if to the 
right honourable gentleman, who knew fo much of the bufi- 
iiefs» it appeared to promife fo fpeedy.an iflue, the Houi^ vrett 
not much to blame in hoping that an end might be put to it 
in a period no( n>tich longer. If this was not his reafon, per- 
haps it wasy that he then belieyed a fcnitiny might legally be 
carried on after the AriA exigency of the writ demanded a re- 
turn; in that alfo the Houfe could not be to blame; for 
finally, if neither of thefe were his reafons and his intentions, 
they mufl have been this :— that he was confcious that be had 
' no right, and therefore propofed a fcrutiny, in order that that 
fcrutiny not being completed againft the return of the writ, 
the High- Bailiff mufl have made fuch a return, as on the 
grounds of the fcrutiny not beii)^ completed, would necefla-^ 
rily pave the way to a frefii eleftion ; of thefe thretf motives^ 
he obferved, that two only were in any degree excufable ; and 
in cafe of either of thofe two excufable motives, the Houfe 
ftood qualified on the principles of the right honourable genr v 
tleman himfclf. With refpedl to thofe authorities, which, he 
faid, of all others fliould he mofl earneflly fought after by the 
Houfe, namely. Statutes, he fhould fay a little, becaufe the 
f gentlemen on. the oppofite fide of the Houfe had feenied to 

rely fo much on them, in matters to which, in his opinion^ 
they had no relation. » Here he went into the argument which * 1 
the Attorney General had introduced on the neceflary dif- 
ference which mufl have arifen in the condufling of ele<^ions, 
from the charges which had taken place in the nominal value 
of property, and from other circumflances which had crept 
in with it, From hence he argued, that the aSs.of Henry 
the YIth and' Vlllth did not attach to the prefent queflion, 
inafmuch as fo far from an inflance fimilar to the prefent be- 
ing then in the contemplation of the legiflature, the very 
feeds from whence this inflance fprung, had hardly been 
fown ; for fcrutinies, or the necefSty of them as they were 
now underflpod, were then not only unneceffary and abfurd, 
hut abfolutely unknown and inconceivable. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman had another ground of uneafinefs, on the 
fubjedl of the irregularity of the form, by which he had been 
feated in that Houfe, as member for Weflminfter, becaufe the 
precept was not originally annexed to the Sheriff's writ, on its 
return to the Crown Office. What, then, had the member 
for Weflminfter fo foon forgot the concerns of the member 
for Kirkwall ? Did he forget, that in the precept, which re- 
turned that member, there was the very fame irregularity that 

was 
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was hete complained of? But in that inftance the right ho* 
nourable gentleman had to blame himfelf and his friends 
. alone ; nor did he fee any other .perfon liable to cenfure on 
the prefent occafion. He fhould be glad to know wh^ was ' 
the obje£k of the right honourable gentleman in this motion* 
if other than to entrap the Houfe into a meafure that would 
fix an indelible ftain upon them, the very propoUng of which 
was an infult, if not to the honour and integrity, at leaft to 
their underftanding ? Why it muft be to obliterate all recol- 
le&ion of the tran(a£^ion» 10 that it fhould not affi:)rd a fingle 
document, to tell to the world, that it ev^r exifted: if this 
was his obje£t, he muft go £irther than the prefent motion 
would lead him ; he muft erafe from their journals the peti- 
tion of the eleffcors of Weftminfter, unlefs he thought^ per- 
haps, that the reproaches, with which it was qualified in fome 
meafure, might compenfate for its poifonous tell-tale quali- 
ties; he muft remove from the table that heap of unfounded 
and unfupported aflertions, which he triumphantly alluded'to, 
as a body of folid, fubftantial, and irrefragable proof } he 
muft ftorm the Crown Office, for thofe parchments, which 
he Icnew not how properly to defcribe, but as a heap of cor- 
ruption and inconuftency, but which heap of corruption he 
himfelf fent there. Tnere was one argument ufed by a 
learned gentleman who fpoke early in the debate, why that 
refolation ftiould be erafed from the journals, for which he 
begged to return, him his fincer^e {hanks,, becaufe it applied 
with all the force it had, to the contrary fide of the quef« 
tion. The learned gentleman fald, it ought to be erafed, be- 
caufe the Houfe paSed it in their juJictai capacity. He con- 
gratulated the gentlemen of the bar on this new principle, 
which was thus to be introduced into the jurifprudencc of 
the country. What ! erafe a judicial refolution I A man 
muft have a very vague idea of the law indeed, if he imagined 
that fuch a proceeding could agree with any of its principles. 
No. Every decree, judgement, order, or decifion of any 
Court of Juftice muft always remain on the records of the 
Court, right or wrong ; there it muft remain on its own me- 
rits, to be followed and imitated, if it were right; to be 
avoided, if wrong ; but always to flxew what the id5a of the 
Court was at the time it was made. Great emphafts bad been 
laid by each fide of the Houfe on two cafes, which were ima- 
gined for the fake of argument, he fuppofed, for no man could 
,be wild enough to fuppofe it poffible either ftiould ever exift 
.in fa£l : one was, thai by the precedent of that fcrutiny, the 
Returning Officers of- this kingdom had a power, o«l the 
VoL.XVIL -Ccc flighteflt 
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fligliteft fuggeftion, or without ;inv fpggeftioti at aff, to 1f^it!l-•' 
hold their returns, or to make InefFeftual returns, fimllar tc^ 
\ that of the Hieb Bailiff, and 'thus prevent the theetkig of 
Parliament at alt On the contrary, H has been ptit fronuhlj 
fide of the Poufe, that if they overturned the ri^ht of the 
officer, to whom the writ or precept was dire^cd, to ftrthfy 
himfelf by a mote cool inveftigation than could ppflfjbfy be 
fcad during the poll, that then that Houfe, by a parity of ar- 
gument, might be 'filled with fuch fagamuffins as fhouWi by 
aflembling men like themfelves at the place of poH^ Jc/btain a 
fraudulent majdrity. He fhould not attempt S comparifort 
, between the two misfortunes j but H^ would only fay, th^t of 
fuch two extreme cafesy th6 laft was a^' likely to pappen as the 
firftj and, fince the gentlemen were fa fond of cx2(ggerated 
and extravagant cafes, he could furnitTi them with aaother, 
which occurred to him from thfe e*xpedlent that had been pro- 
pofed from the other fide of the muie, of making a douMe 
fetUrn in doubtful cafes ; now by that means ^Vtit Rttum- 
jng Officers in the kingdom.might,^))y entering Jilto a* Widked 
confpiracy, by all making double returns, keep the Honfe 
empt]^. cut ne thought an argiin^ent, which could onfy be 
fupported by fuch hard-flritned and far-fetched imaginations 
as tho(^ Was fcarcely worth the holding,- That flood npoti 
dififerefnt grounds j it was intrenched behind the fttong- holds 
p^ law, of juftice, and of expediency. The right honour- 
able gentleman had threatened the Houfe, that if^ifc refiifed to 
\ .comply with his motion at the prefent, it would only be 
poftponing their dilgrace, for he would never reft fatisfied, un* 
til by perfeverance and a conftant agitation of the queftion; 
he inould have at laft accompllfhed that defirable obje£t« 
That period of triumph, he was happy to find the right 
honourable gentleman did not think at prefent to be near at 
hapd, for he had left himfelf an interval of one, or two, or, 
nerhaps, mote years, for his fucceffive efforts, Nor^ ftiould he 
be furprifed, if*^ the endeavours of the right honourable gen- 
tleman fhould at length be crowned with fuccefs, for, toge- 
ther with his knowledge of his great ability, and the pertina- 
cious induftry with Which that ability was fjate to be fup- 
ported, on every occafiori that railed forth his interefts, his 
paffions, or his party attachments, 'he was befides prepared to 
expeft, that thete might pofl[ibly be a Houfe of Commons 
>inder the influence of the'right honourable eentlemah, which 
\vould a6k on different principles, and with difierent views to 
thpfe, which formed the motives and the'objefts of the pre- 
fent Houfe of Commons i and he ihould be happy to find^ that 
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in fodi sk ' contingencYy tip mig^t hanro nothin|; more dange- 
ro^la complain of, tVan a vote of difapprobation of him and' 
his friemU ^ fach a Houfe of Commons had already been feeoi. ^ 
and, perhaps^ might be feen again ; and he would in that cafe! 
be vrilling to compound on the part of his country^ that he 
aloif^ or even the very/e(jpe6bble body of his friends, i/frhich 
s^ this day formed a majority in his favour, ^ight be the ieic« 
tjim^ oJF 1^ prid^ and ambition of the right honourable gen<* 
tleman. But that the prefenj; Houfe fhould ever fufier them- 
felves to be impofcd on Co far, as to fign their own condemna- 
-tipiH OQ the unfounded fuggeftions which had given riie td 
that day^s debate, w^s an event that he never could fenr« Foe 
if tb^ plaineft legal analogies, the moft obvious precedentSviin 
point, the .ftron|eft convidions of reafon and of right, toge- 
ther with the pndeof coofiftency, and the jealoufy of incor-«, 
niptibley but infulted integrity, were not of them 1 elves fuffi- 
cient tp j^eckide everv polSbiKty of a compliance with the 
prefc;|i):a»oti90« ftill there was another motive more binding 
oa thekfeeiings and on their Juftic^, (though in itfelf not c^ 
^ual jnipQrtance) which there could be no doubt would ope^ 
sate to confirm the Houfe in an adherence to its former 
principles; this was the (ituation into which the High fiai- 
VlS of Wefiminfter would be betrayed by fuch a condu(St ; 
this mau, on tbe^credit and faith of the Houfe, had been re-* 
duced to prpoeed on the fcruttny ; for that proceeding he wag 
now thieateaed with a penal a(^ion ; and would tt^ Houfe. 
by xefeinding the Eselblutionft which had fprmed the b;iiis of 
the High Bailiffs .determination to profecute that line of con- 
du£t which had fobjeiSed him to thofe threats, feem, by abau-r 
dooing the principles on which thp whole proceeding had beea 
feiHided, to prejudge a queftion which was to be the objeft o^ 
^ judicial inqpiry ? Here he took occadon to exult in the 
eomplfdion of the prefq^nt Hpufe of Commons, which, not*? 
withftanding the disadvantages that attended its cbnftitutioq 
from the imperfe£fc mode of its election, retained fo much of 
the charadteriftic dignity of the Britiih nation, as it had 
evinced in every fiage of its exiftence. He attributed this, in ' 
a great meafure, to the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) 
and his colleagues in office, who, by preffing forward a crifis, 
the moft naomentou& ami important any part of our hiftory 
prefented, had roufed every exertion of public fpirit that re? 
mained among the People^ and bad concentered the whole 
weight of thole exertions in the aflembly before whom he 
had the honour toftand. The preient Hloufe of Commons^ 
wittx s^ mat^i'o^fs and liberality that became the reprefbntatives ' 
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' of a manly nni a liberal People, had proceeded hitherto in the 
face ^f all thofe prejudices which had fo long bound down 
and reflrain^ the faculties of the Nation, to the reform of all 
abufes that mrlitatcd againft the great end of their free Con- 
ftitution; he was ftill in hopes, farther, to fee every local 
prepofleffion which now flood betweeo the Empire and its 
true interefts vanifti ; and he derived a flattering prefage, from 
the charader of the Jloufe, that the great queftion which was 
rieareft to his heart, that on which the whole and only pit>f- 
pe£t of a final triumph ov^r every obftacle to greatnefs and 
to glory depended ; tnat alone which could entitle £ng^iih« 
men to the Appellation of free ; and that alone which could cn- 
fure to v^ife, to virtuous, and to conffitutional endeavours, a 
vidltoty over fadlioos ambition or corrupt venality, the great 
and ftupendous queftion of a parliamentary reform, taken up 
with a degree or determined and upright boldnefs, that muft 
foon be crowned with fuccefs. In that cafe^ he could not* 
help flattering himfelf, that at the.remote period to which the. 
right honourable gentleman looked forward, for the complex. 
titionof his meditated triumph, he would^ perhaps, find a 
Parliament, that, like the prefent, fhould f|^«dc the fenfeof 
* the People ; of a People, who had, in a mbft fpecific and de- 
cided m;inner, alrea()ypafled judgement between him and the 
rfght honourable gentleman ; and he warned gentlemta, par- 
ticularly thofe whom the right honourable gentleAian had fo 
Tepealedly marked with the moft infolent contempt and in- 
veftive, thofe new members, with whom the Houfe was 
crowded on the opeping of the Seflioh, " men, whofe faces 
•* nobody was acquainted with," how they trufled td thofe 
profeflioiis of regard and aflledion, thofe meritricious blsm- 
difliments, / which one fuccefsful day^s good hufiaour had 
drawn /rom the right honourable gentleman, to lure them 
into a derolidtion of principle, a violation of law, iand an un- 
deferved felf-condemnation ! 
Mr. Fox. . Mr. Fox (a\d, the right honourable gentleman had charged 
him with having tresjted that Houfe with in^eftive and con- 
tempt ; he was not COnfcibtis of having ever treated the Houfe 
with either. When fpeaking of the immediate fubje6l of the 
day, the identical Weflminfler fcrutiny, he had fometimes 
been betrayed into more warmth than he might perhaps have 
^ wifhed to have fhewn, but when a matter fo immediately in- 
volving the rights of that Houfe and the rights of eledion, 
was under con{ideration,^it was not poffible for him always 
to have kept that guard upon his expreflions, that perhaps he 
ihoald have done ; but fure he was^ he never treated the 
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Houfe with contempt. When the right honourable gentle- 
man, therefore, thought proper to make any ;dIertions of that 
fort, he ^iihed he would be fo fair, as to fpecify a few in- ^ 
fiances of the occaiions to which he referred. Not knowing 
what thofe feafons were, but perfeSly aware, bow far it was 
from his mind, at any time, or on any occafiOQ, to treat the 
Houfe with contempt, he could only diredlly deny the charge, 
and declare the aflertions of the right honourable gentleman 
to be falfe in fa£t, wholly unwarranted, and folely calculated, 
as he imagined, for the purpofe of rounding his periods to cap- 
tivate the Houfe. - 

Mn Chancellor Pitt rofe upon this, and declared his con- Mr. Cfcan- 
vi£lion to be fuUv fatisfied thaj no perfon in that Houfe would c«iior Pio. 
believe him capable of inventing and throwing out any charge 
or aflertion whatfoever, for the purpofe of jrounding his pe- 
riods. He defired the Houfe to rccolleft, whether the ex«^ 
preffions he had made tifeof in his fpeech» of the Houfe being 
crouded by *' new members, men whofe faces nobody was ac- 
** quainted with," had not fallen from the right honourable 
gentleman ; whether he had not repeatedly endeavoured to de- 
preciate, the refpedbbility of the Houfe bv his repeated afler- 
tions, that it had been cnofen under a delufion, ' and that it 
feemed to a£l under a fimilar delufion ; and whether he had 
not repeatedly thrown out themoft pointed inveftives ngainft 
that Eaft-India phalanx which had abforbed and fwalldwed up 
all the faculties of the executive Govetnment— — 

Here he was* interrupted by Mr. Fox, who faid, he really Mr. Foe. 
was at alofsto know what the right honourable gentleman 
meant by his having faid, that the Houfe was filled with faces 
which had nevter been feen there before. Some of his friends 
whafat near him had thought that the right honourable gen- 
tleman alluded to fomething that had fallen from him in the 
coiirfe of his fpeech of that day, but that he confidered as fo 
totally impoffible, that he could not himfelf believe it. 
[Mr. Pitt faid acrofs the Houfe, <*No, not to-day."] All, 
therefore, that he copld fay was, that he did not remember 
the matter to which the right honourable gentleman hnd al- 
luded: With regard to his having faid, that the Houfe had 
been called together under a delufion, if the right honourable 
gentleman called that an invedive, he owned he had faid fo, . 
becaufe he thought fo. He thought fo flili, and he would ' 
perfevere in fo laving. In like manner, with regard to his 
having infinuated that the number of Eaft-India gentlemen 
introduced into that Houfe, evidently had too much weight 
in the executive governroe;it, was a cite umftance that was 
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hat too palpable ;. but/ e^clviii ye of thefe two opioIoliSy wi^ich ' 
he neither had nor would attempt to Goocea), he was at a lofs 
to imagine upon what part of his eoadu&. the right hcnou- 
Table gentlenan could ground a charge againft biio of hia ha^ 
Ying ever treated that Hovtfe with coplempt, or, in aoy de-^ 
gree, in an improper manner. Perhaps the right honourable' 
gentleman, in his own mind, had. fo conae£ted ai^d interwo- 
ven himfelf perfonally with th^t Houie of Commons, that 
whenever be, or any other gentleman, found occafion to quefr 
tlon any part of the cbudu£t of the executive Government, 
the right honourable gentleman confidered what was faid of 
. him, as a Minifter, as an abufe of the HoulSp. la that cafe, 
he was ready to admit he had ^fibrded abundant giounds foi 
the right honourable gentleman to cbargp him witk havings 
auacked the Houfe. 

Mr. cium. Mr. Chancellor Phi role again, and appeaired de&rous of 

ceiior Piit. entering into a more minute detail of the inftancej^ of difrei- 
fpefi (hewn by Mr. Fox to the Houie^ but the cry of Order*. 
&c. &c. flopped him, a member declaring, )iecaUed the right 
honourable gentleman to order for alluding, to what ha4 paSed 
in former debates. Mr. Pitt made feveral effof ts to purfuo 
his fpeech, but the cry of ** Order, Order/* pfedominatti^, 
the Speaker from the chair fiatod the rule of the Houfe^ that 
no noember had a right to ftate the; words o£ another n^ember 
{jpoken in a former debate. If tho& words were of fo oflfen- 
five a nature as to make the fpeaker of ihem liable co the 
J ^ fevereft cenfure in, the power of the Houfe to iafii£l, yet uti-. 
lefs they were taken down at tbe time bv the clerk at the 
table, it was, be faid, extremely diforderly for any member 
to repeat them in a debate that '^Qok place on a fubi^ueat 
day. He confined himfdf jblely to explaining vrhat the oi^r 
of the Houfe wa^, and hoped the right hooourable gentleman 
would avoid faying any thing that m^ either tend to vio<» 
late the order that he had ftated,. or that mig^ provoke heat 
and ill humour. 

IfiVof k"i. ^^' Chancellor Pm rofe ag^in^ )ai)d aflured the Sp^er.. 

'^ "' ' that he was not going to vioiiie the eftabUihed order : b«it 
that he thought it highly unbeconting. the right honourable 
gentleman to throw put fucb expreffiens as the Houfe bad 
juft heard ; expreifions tending to fix the iligma of falfehood 
and dishonour on any member of that Hk)iiie» at a time when 
his general denial toyld not» by the brder»of the Houfe, be 
called into queftion. That for his o#n part, being precluded 
from coming to the proof of the truth of bift aflertioas, he 

bad 



ceUur Pitt. 



A. t^5> b E B A T E S. , 3$3 

had only to reft fatrsfied, that the memory of many gentlemen 
in theJH(oufe, and his own reputation would do him juftice* 
** I tannot, he concluded, enter farther into the reality of 
what I have advanced, but I maintain it.** 

Mr, Fox rofe and faid,' he heartily wifliedthe r^ht honour- Mr. t<xL 
able eentleman might have been, allowed to go on, whether 
diforderfy or 4iot, becaufe he was convinced he could have 
faid nothing liable to any conftruftion firailar to that which 
the right honourable gentleman* had mentioned, which he 
could not explain in fuch a manner as, to give foH fatisfadion 
to the Hou(e. With regard to what the right honourable 
gentleman had juft faid, of his having chofen to deny gene* 
rally that he had not treated that Houfe with inveSive and 
contempt; at a moment when the Order of the Houfe would 
not permit the particulars to be ftated, Mr. Fox faid, he pre- 
fumed it was juft as propef for him to deny thofe aflertions 
then, as it had been proper for the right lionourable gentle- 
tnan to make them at a time when he perfedMy well knew, 
he could not go into a fpecific fiatement of them. Mn Fox 
was proceediiig to a pcrfonal argument againft the Chan* 
cellor of the Exchequer^ when he was of a fudden called to 
Order by • 

Mr. UunJas, who faid, there was no equalitv in the calling Mr. D«a* 
bis right honourable friend to Order, an^d fuffering the right ^*«- 
hbnourable gentleman to go on in that manner. 

This gave rife to fome farther fpeafcing on the point, but 
which was at length fettled by the interference of the Speaker, 
who faidf, it was altogether diforderfy, and he muft prevent it 
from going farther. 

Mr. Sheridan rofe to take notice, that the Cliancellor of the m? . Slwn- 
Exchequer had, in thecourfe of his fpeech, glanced more than <i*«- 
once at him, and infinuated that he was anfwernhle for the 
queflionable ihape of the return, and the nature of tlie paper 
of the Hijgh Bailiff, which had been ordered to be annexed tb 
the writ for Middlefex. 

The Speaker faid, as the affair of the return had been ad*- The Speak- 
jufted in a very fmall Houfe, and that was a very full one, he ^^ 
would take that opportunity of ftatingthe particulars of the 
tranfa£tion. . The Speaker then ftated, that in confequence of 
the laft Order of the Houfe, relative to tlie fcrutiny, the 
High Bailiff and the Deputy Clerk of the Crown had been 
at a lofS| in what manner the return (hould be made out and 
received. That he had ordered the Deputy Clerk of the 
Crown to attend the next day, to receive the inftrudVions of 
the Houfe. That the DeJiutyClark of the Crown had, in 
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'^^nleqyence^ attended on the Friday, when he had thought it 
his duty to ftate to the Houfe, the cafe of the writ for Sgin, 
and the Houfe had ordered the return for Weftminfler tCr be 
annexed to the writ for Middlefex. 
Mr- Shed< Mr. Sheridan thanked the Speaker for having given' the 
^"^ Houfe the infgrmation he had ftated, and defired, that it 

might be remembered that his idea had been to antedate the 
return, and to make it bear the fame dat^.as the writ^ becaofe 
it was extremely abfufd to annex a return to the writ, bear- 
ing date later than the writ v^as in exiftence. There was, he 
; faid, a wide difference betweefi the lafiair of Elgin and the 
prefent cafe. The precept for Elgin was dated within the 
return of the writ f6r Elginfhire, but, by fome accidental 
blunder, had not been returned to the Sheriff, to be by him de« 
livered into the Crown Office with his writ. The return for 
Weftminfler was, they all knew, dated many months after 
the .^ioth of May, 1784, the day on which the writ was re- 
turnable. . Mr. Sheridan read to the Houfe the Refolutions of 
the fame day, in order to fhew them that the Refolation im- 
' plied, tb^t the fcrutiny was illegal, a ground which his friends 
had not once abandoned in the courfe of the buiinefs, but had 
alwavs adheried to, as was evinced by their having kept uni- 
formly to the fame propofition. TTie right honourable gen- 
tleman oppodte to him, Mr. Sheridan faid, appeared to know 
^ but little about the aft of Parliament, to whicH he had' re- 
ferred as a ftatute, Regulating the eleftions for London, and 
declaring a fcrutiny there to be lawful. Jt is neceffiiry very* 
frequently, he added, for gentlemen to be acquainted with 
the hiftory of the times in which particular a6ts pafled, and 
the hiftory of the circumftances under which they paffibd, to 
underftand them perfeftly. The aft in queftion was not ori- 
ginally bi ought in as a bill for regulating the elcftjon of mem- 
bers of Parliament to ferve for the city of London, but for 
theeleftion of Mayors, Sheriffs, and. other city Magiflrates 
and officers. At the time, there had been great diilUrbances 
in London, upon the fubjed of choofing Sheriffs, and4natteris 
had been carried with fo high a hand, that the city was in dan- 
* ger of being without Sheriffs. A circumftance that would 
have been attended with infinite inconvenience. On the 
ipur of the occafion a bill had been brought in to regulate the 
cledion of Sheriffs and other city officers. While that bill 
was in the Houfe, it was foggefted by a member, that the citj 
alfo held elections for mem&rs of Parliament, and that it 
might be as well to introduce fome claufes that might refer to 
them. Hence tl^e prefent ad^ that the right honourable gen- 
tleman 
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tleman had argued upon, as if its Ible and principal ohje£b ha4 ^ 

been to regulate the city elefiions of members of Parliament. 
Mr: Sl)eridan fead two extrafis from the a6l, to (hew that, it, 
only recognized the (Jrrutiny on the ele£tion for Sheriffs^ as a* 
iaivful fcrutiny, which he faid it might well do, as the city 
had a right under its charter to make bye-laws, and a fcrutiny 
on an eledion for Sheriffs was (an<Stioned by thofe bye-laws ; 
but the a6l in thofe claufes, which referred to the ele^ion by 
wardmotes, dropped the word lawful^ and only talked gene- 
rally of a fcrutiny, without recognizing its legality, Mr. 
Sheridan added fome other arguments, all tending to convince 
the Houfe, that what the right honourable gentleman had* 
faid, as to the neceflity that they fhould extend their protec<» 
tion to the High Bailiff* who had been drawn in (as the right 
honourable gentleman had phrafed it) by the Houfe to go on 
with the fcrutiny, were thrown away. Thofe arguments, he 
faid, fliould have been ut^ed before, becaufe the Houfe had 
withdrawn its prote&ion trom the High Bailiff the moment 
they came to the former refolution, viz. that in which they 
fet the High Bailiff at liberty to make a return, without wait*.* 
ing for the orders of the Houfe. Mr. Sheridan, before he fajt 
dcywn, contended, that for the fake of confiftency, all thofe 
gentlemen who had voted for the refolution oTTuefday; 
muft vote for the motion of rcfcmding now, Thofe "^yhp 
had uniformly defended the condufi of the High Bailiff, and 
thought that a fcrptlny carried on after the writ, uitier which 
the precept for the eIe£lion for Weftminfter had been held, 
was a legal proceeding, he certainly did not expert would vote 
with him that day. ,^ \ 

Mr. Macnftmara did not choofe to give a filent vote, but Mr.Maciw. 
wiihed to fay a few words in explanation. The queftion that ""*• 
ap^ared to be the folequeflion for gentlemen to decide upon 
was this: Was the refohition of the 8th of June laft a legal, 
proceeding, or an illegal one? . If it were perfeftly legal, no 
man in his fenfes, he believed, would wifli it to be refcinded ; 
if an illeg;^! proceeding, in that cafe he conceived the pro- 
per and moft efieftual mode of doing it away, would be by 
a bill. "Viewing the matter in that light, he ftipuld vote 
againft the n^otion for refcinding, but would confent to the 
bring'mg in of a bill the firft opportunity. 

Mr. ^ar^/iitart faid, he had voted that the High Bailiff Wr VihiJt. 
ftould proceed with the^fcrutmy ; he had alfo voted this fef- *"'• 
fion, that he fliould be at libwy to make ar return as fpon as 
he had fatisfied his confcience ; but upon hearing of the o£fei: 
that. had been made by Mr. Fox's counfel, to go into' the 
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parifh of St. Margaret's and St. John's, and that it bad been 
rejected, he was of opinion ^that it was irreconcileable with 
juftice that it fhould be continued any longer, and therefore 
be had voted agatnft it laft Thurfday : but he did not at all 
fee that he fhouTd a£t inconililently, if he now voted againft 
the motion for refcinding the refolutions. He thought the 
refolutions juft and equitable, and therefore'he fhould not 
vote for their being erafed from the journals. 
Mr. Martin Mr. Martin {My it gave him great fatisfafi ion to think 
that he had atl along oppofed the fcrutiny. He was convinced, 
under all the circumfiances of the cafe, it was an illegal pro- 
ceeding, and therefore he ihould vote that day for refcinding 
theTelolutions. He faid farther, that he lamented that he 
ihould vote that day differently from many gentlemen, of 
whofe integrity and abilities he entertained the higheft dpi- 
nion ; but he was convinced his conilituents fent him to that 
Houfe to vote according to the beft of his judgement^ and 
not as this or that fet of men defired him to do. Werei he to 
. conceive his conAituents wifhed him 10 vote implicitly or 
blindly with any party, he would apply to ^he Minifler for a 
place, which he believed even his very moderate abilities 
would be found equ^l to, vis. the Stewardfliip of the Cbiltera 
Htmdrlscls. 

At Ipngth the queflion was put, and the Houfe divided. 
Ayes ....... 137 

Noe r T - • - - . 242 

Majority agaioft refcindrng 105 

Mr. Tpr. Mr, For, as focin as the Houfe was refqmed, urged the ne^ 
peility of bringing in a bill to prevent the r^etition of any 
fuch bu|inefs as the Weftminfler fcrutinv. That was now, 
be faid, the only (neans of preventing tpe bad precedeut of 
the 8th of June laft bejng atSled upon, ^ ^ r 

Mr, Ghfii. Mr. Chapcellor pitt aifured hiqii it was his intention early 
9eiiotP\ti. jjfjgj, jj^^ holidayi to bring in a bill for the purpofei, but, he 
faid, he feared |t would be a bill that the right honourable 

Sentleinan wpuld oppofe, ^s be certainly ihould not be for a 
eclaratory, fi^ut anena^ingbill. 
LArd ]k|f Lord Mahon rofe to ftate, that it occurred to him that 9 
^pn. bill mieht be eafily drawn, fo as, to meet the general approba- 

tion of the Houfe^ and not to call forth any of thofe objecr 
tions n^ich might be at prefent flositing tn the mii^d of the 
j%ht honourable gentlcflaan. 

Mar<h 
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March It. • 

On the Report of the Committee of Supply being brought 
up and ready when the queftion was put on the refolutiony 
that a fum of money be granted for the pay and clothing of 
the Militia, . 

The Earl of Surrey rofe, and dated the cafe his Lord/hip TbeEtrUf 
had on a former occafion mentioned, of a Colonel, who, Su^aey, , 
imagining that the Militia would be called out this year, as 
ufual, oi^ered the new clothing of his regiment to be made: 
it Was accordingly prepared ; but, fmce it had been difcovered 
that it was not the intention of that Houfe to have the Mi- 
litia called out this year, the perfons who furniihed the cloth- 
ing had called upon the Colonel, and demanded payment of 
him for the clothes. This, his Lordfliip faid, appeared-tohim 
to be a cafe of hardfhip, and that fomejthing ought to be done ^ 
in it. The Colonel had applied to the Treafury, where he was 
anfwered, and, his Lordihip faid, very probably^ in his opi- 
liibn, that they could not pay the money without the autho« 
rity of Parliament. This being the fituatioa of the cafe, he 
was in expe£lation that the honourable gentleman, the Secre-- 
tary of the Treafury, would have taken fome ftep to have had 
the matter put into fuch a train of adjuihnent^ as to relieve 
the Colonel in queftion from a difficulty into which he had 
fallen, without the fmalleft intention of doing any thing that 
was impiroper, 

Mr. Roji faid^ the queftion then under conftderation was Mr. Roft. 
merely a refolution to vote a certain fum for the pay and 
clothing of t^e Militia, and confequently could have no im- 
mediate relation to the matter ftated by the noble Lord* The 
cafe mentioned, was, he believed, exa£liy as the noble Lord 
had ftated it. Application had been made to the Trfsafury,, 
and the ahfwer given was, that the Treafury could not apply 
any part of the public money without the authority of Par- 
lament. At preient that Houfe, as a Houfe of ParliamenjC, 
had not the matter before them, but there . might be means 
reforted to, which would bring it regulatrly bnder their cog- 
nis&ance; and then the Houfe would a£l upon it as they 
thought proper. In the mean time nothing could be done in it. 

Lord Bfoucbamp faid, that undoubtedly the matter was not Lora Bmih 
under their cognizance ; nor did he fee how the Colonel al- champ, 
lude4 to, could make out a claim upon the Public for the rno*^ 
ney* It was evident he had gone far beyond his authority, in 
taking upon himfelf to order the clothing pf the regiment,.be-. 
foytf it could be known, whether that Houfe t;hought fit that 

D d d a the 
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the Militia fhould |pe called out this year or not. It was an st£t 

of his own difcretion ; to ^11 the ct)nfequences of which^ he 

hid made fain^fetf liable, the fame as anV other ma^ Would be, 

who (houid take 9Pjf Hepr certain to be attend^ with ex«- 

/ ^nce, on fpeog^on and coiijefture, and that fpecalation and 

conjedhifefliotild fail him. 

Mi?.Pjft#; Mn Py# obferved, ^hat A Golon^ of MiHtia> in onjeting 

his clothings previous to the grant of that Houfe, was notex*- 

a£Uy in tb« predicament nlientioned by the noble Lord (Lord 

£eauchanip), but certainly^.might conceiy&hitili^f anthbrtled 

^ fco dok^asthete was now an a6): of Parliament in betng, 

inaking the Militia perpetual, and by which the Militia was 

to be exerdfed twenty-height days eadi year» Tb tfai^ a£k th^ 

^ Commons were certainly a party; and though they bad 4 

right to refufe thfe grant of the money necefiary,'they cerlatnlt 

mi^t be conflder^ as pledged not to refufe it^ While that a^ 

was uiirepealedi 

.' . Lord Surrey faid a few mbre words u{)on th^ fubjeft, and 
wab nepli^ to by Mr. Stede, who juftified' the anfWer that had 
been given by bis colleague in office, and the le^t was re^- 
ceived. 

'i As fo6n as Mr. Chancellor Pitt Came into the Houfa, Mn 
Stanley, member for Laneafliixr, had a conference <^ two 
"!diofp!« <n\«^'^«s with him; after which, Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid^ 
. !^ ^' ^ * that as he found there was a deiire, in forae perfotis^ to b^ 
heard at the bar by counfel, to produce evidence oh the fub* 
jeSt of the Cbmmencial Reguilations with Irdand, be was Wil- 
lin^9 agreeable to the principle which had governed him 
tbroi:»£^ the whole of the bufineis^ to giv<3 ibf&cfent time for 
that purpofe. He ihould therefore move, that the ofder of 
the day ^for going mto a committee on the fulajeft) might be 
poftpontd till Monday or Ti^efilay next^ as the day for the 
Committee to fit ; by which timfe, he |>refumed, the peti- 
tioners would be neady to be heard by their evidence^ and by 
their counfeL 
Mr, Fox. Mr. Fox (aid, he rofe ttot to ohjeSt to the motioA, but td 
fobmit it to'the right honotirable gentleman, whether it would 
nm radlei' fave time than tofe it, if kiflesid of lodfely nauitig 
Monday or Tutfday, he Were at once to rialne iJie latter of 
the two days, letting it be underftodd, that tke Committee on 
Itidk Affairs Would adually be gone itito ^ tliat 4ay« The 
Ordnadce, he faid, flood for Monday* 
Mr. Chan- . Mr. Ch^icdloT Fiti agreed that Turfday Aml^ be tte 

cdlor Pitt. iJj^y ,: 

Mr* 
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Mn Stttnliy diefi rofe m fait 'pldGe^ and ftuted the prajrtt of i^r. Sti«. 
a p^tiuon he held in his hand from the manufafturers of Man* ^' 
-chefteri 

Th6 Sp^htr faid, he thought it his duty to date, that the TheSpea. 
^etittoii purported to be the petition of a lai;ge nut^b^r of per- ^^^* 
fens^ and was fubfcribed only hy ooe as their chairman. Ht 
wi&ed therefore to kfiovr, whetlier the Hoyfe chofe td receive 
-it in that form* Such' petitions^ he {aid, had beeti teceiVedi 
but the ^radliee of receiving them had dot been freqaetit« 

Lord Horth reminded the Hoitfe of a petition that had been LoraK«fch. 
reaeired i/l hfis tilne^ that purported to be the petition t)f a 
•whoie jcfMknty, and wais aeyertbelefs fohfcribed only by one 
name. He alluded to a petition of the county of Suf&x on the 
fubj^Atif parliatneotary refotm. 

Mr. '^ieeU fiid, that one perfon was the Sheriff. ^ Mr. Steele* 

Mr. jienkiHjbn faid^ undbubtediy the Houfe could not xt- Mr. Jen. 
ctignifee any hleetif)|;, or aggregate body of men^' who sJifTem^^ kivToii. 
bl^ witiiout either tht authority of the Crown» of of PatN- 
iiament; but as it muft be every gentleman's wjfti to receive 
^hd* preftnt petition, the difficulty wouM be eafily removed, 
hy receiving it as the petition of the fingle perfon who fub*- 
icribed it* . 

Tliii propefitioa was acceded to, and the petition was 
brought up-^ai^d tead. A ftefli difficulty then arofe how to 
frame the order for the petitioner to be heard by counfel. 
. Mr. Chhnteitor Pm ftated the difficulty as-a merd difficulty Mr. Ch«a- 
in point of form, and elppefled a wiih to bs able to get over it« ^^^^ P'«<* 

Mr. F^ idMy thdre wa6 much iefs difficulty in a cafe like j^^^ p^^ 
the ptrfifcnt, than wh^rb a- motion was made^ that a petition be 
laid oa the table, tn that cafe, tbe^legree of influence that 
every petitibn had with bins and, lie prefuthed, with the 
Hodle^ depended On the authority of the perfons whofe 
names were fmbjoined ; butwhere a petition came^ praying to 
be heard by counfel and in -evidence, in that tofe, as taftt 
w^e to be ftated to the Houfe^ and aii^umeats upon thofe 
fads, it was of very little copftquence who the petitioners 
were^ becauft it was upod the importance of the fa£ts given 
in evidence, and u|^ti tiie reafon and^forct of the arguments 
that the Houfe v^q called upon to form a judgement. He 
theMinre would confent to wave the punctilio x)f form^ and 
maktt the Order if^ any words the Houfd fhould approve. 

Mr. ChaneeUor Pitt then propofed to make an order, ^''•^^*»- 
<* that the merchants^and manufa^rers of Matidieflcf be *^' * 
he»rd by counfel at the bar." 

ThU 
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'; This was acceded to, and l;he order for hearing of xonnfel 

( made. 

When the Speaker put thcqucftiop, " That the Houfere- 

Iblve itfelf into a committee on Irifli afiairs next Tuefday,'' 

Mr. Fox» Mr. Fox rofe and faid, that was the firft opportunity that 

bad prefented itrelf for hifi to fay a few words on the Keport 

of the Lords of the Committee of Council, and of the con- 

.dud: of His Majefty's Minifters, which he thought ex«* 

tremely unwife, in refpe£t to the Proportions of the IriflxP^r- 

w liament, at that time on the^able. . It appeared from the ite- 

. port of the Lords of the Committee of Council', that two 

^ queftions had been referred, the one to defire Aeir confi- 

deration, ' 

^ L Upon the propriety of reducing duties payable in 
^ Great Britain on the importation of goods, ^he growth and 
*^ manufa6kure of Ireland, to the fame rate as the duties pay- 
*^ able in Ireland on the importation of the like goods^ the 
'^ growth and manufa&ure of Great Britain." 

The other, 

** II. What preferences are now given to the importation 

, ** of any article, the growth, produce,, or manufaSure of Ire- 

*^ land, oy any duty or prohibition on the importation, ufe or 

** fale of the like articles from foreign ports ; and how far it 

'^ may be the intereft of Great Britain in future to continue 

.** or alter the faine?" 

What he meant chiefly to fpeak to, Mr. Fox {kid, was, two 
points that had not b«en referred'to the Committee of 'Coun- 
cil, and which he muft own not aJittle furpri^ed him. The 
fubje£L df the two queftions that .had been referred to the 
Committee, and any information that could be obtained upon 
it, was certainly extremely defirable, extremely fit.tobeob- 
tained by the Uommittee of Council^ and extremely proper 
to be by them fubmitted to the confideration of. the Houfe ; 
but wKat had ftruck him, and: what he believed bad ftruck 
every man's mind as the primary confideration of all, was the 
queftion of the propriety and policy of permitting the jpro* 
duce of Africa and America to be brought into Great Britain 
through Ireland. On that, in his humble opinion, by hr the 
^reaieft part of the doubts, whether the Propofitions were 
fuch as Great Britain ought to accede to or not 'depended. 
It was therefore not only extraordinary but fomewhat unac- 
countable, that the queftion he had flated, was not referred 
to the Lords of the Committee of Council. With regard to 
the queftions that had been referred to the Lords of theCom«- 
^itiec of Council, and the examination aad evidence that they 

baa 
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bad ftated in their Report, he did not doubt but they had pm^ 
. ceeded with great wifdom and prudence, and that thequefitoiit 
to the roanufadlurers examined were fuch as ought to have 
been put; but be could not help remarking, that the Lords of 
the Committee of Council themfelves exprelled a wifli that 
they had had more time ^o purfue their inveftigation farther. 
This therefore confirmed opinions that had been floating ia 
bis mind beforfe, of the extreme and prcfling necei&ty for that 
Houfe to have full and complete information before themt 
relative to all the probable confdquences of the carrying into 
efie£t the whole of the ten propofitions, previous to their go- 
ing the length of the firft propoHtion, which was a general 
refolution, involving and implicating all the reft. Mr. Fox 
expatiated on this argument very amply, and took* infinite 
pains to prefs it on the minds of the Houfe, as a matter exceed- 
ingly important, and as a matter deferving their moft ferious 
attention. If the Lords of the Committee of Council, be 
faid, whofe judgement was not definitive, and was merely an 
opinion^ neither operative, nor bindir>g, found occafion to 
exprefs a wifh, that they had been able to have given farther 
time to their inveftigation, and to have obtained a ^greater de- . 
gree of intelligence and information, how much' more necef- 
fary was it for that Houfe, who Were to a6l, and not merely 
to ftate matters of opinion, to be fully informed, before they 
proceeded to vote a refolution, to be made the bafis of an ar- 
gument of intercourfe with Ireland, that was not meant as a 
temporary expedient, but as a iinal and conclufive fyftem i 
Let gentlemen confider the extremely difagireeable and even 
melancholy confequences that muft enfue, if they precipi^ 
tately voted the general fefolution ; and they fhould after- 
wards have applications made to them, in obje£lion to the 
nine propofitions* In that cafe, what muft Ireland feel, and 
what would flie have t'o complain of, but a departure from an 
implied agreement, ^nd a grofs breach of national faith ? a 
circumftance that would l^ attended with the moft fatal 
confequences to both kingdoms. He wondered, therefore, 
that the right honourable gentleman had not thought it ne- 
ceifary, long before that time, to call to the bar of* that Houfe 
fome of the beft-*informed and principal manufa£lurers of the 
kingdom, whofe interefts were likely to be at all affefled by 
the fyftem of intercourfe to be arranged with Ireland, in or- 
der th;^t the Houfe might learn from them the probable con- 
fequence, with regard to the difierent branches of manufac- 
ture they wer<: feverally concerned in, that would rcfult from 
'|bat I{p^f^'s proceeding to form a fyftem of intercourfe with 

9 Ireland^ 
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Ifeland) on the ten propofitions that had been' voted hj the 
Irilh Parliament. Such information could not be had too 
Ibon, both upon the great confideration of the propriety of 
permitting the produce of Africa and America 'to be brought 
into .this kingdom 'through Ireland, and upon the queHions 
.that had been referred to the Lords of the Committee of 
the Council. Indeed there was an additional, and, in his 
. mind, a very cogent reafon, in proof of the neceffity t>f call* 
ing w it nefies before them of the two latter queflions;> and 
that was, that it appeared upon the face of the Report of the 
Lords of the Committee of Council, that the Lor4s had 
drawn conclufions from the evidence given by the merchantt 
and manufadurers they examined,^ which the merchants and 
snanufaflurers wereat this time contradrfling at the meetingi 
that were daily holding on .the fubje£b of the ten propofitions. 
The inferences drawn from the examination of tbeperfbns ex- 

^ ^amined before the Committee of Council, and flated in the 
Report, were diredly the reverfe of the inferences thofe peribns 
drew themfelves, as far as their public con^rfation and coih 
dn£t went to prove what their opinions were. Mr. Fox here 
took occafion to mention the proceedings of the meeting of 
the Weft-India merchants laft Tuefday, which^ he faid, were 
of a very different tendency from that which the ri^ht ho« 

^ nourable gentlc^man had conceived, and ftated to the Uoufe in 
the debate on that day. The Weft-India merchants had not 
at that meeting declared that alarm ; and very great alarm was 
iiot entertained by them on account of the propofitions X that 
alarm was undoubtedly ftill entertained by them; but the mat* 
ter indifcuflion, at the meeting lafl Tuefday, was merely the 
mode of their proceeding, in order to have fuch regulations 
introduced into the bills that fliould be brought into- Par-^ 
liament, as fhould befl tend to fecufe them and their com- 
merce from the impending danger, and that injury which they 
thought likely to refult, were not fuch relations introdnced. 
Ail that the ilTue of the meeting amounted to was, a refolu- 
tion not to petition the Houfe in that fbge of the buCnefs. 
Mr. Fox faidi there were different brders and defcriptions of 
manufafiurers, whofe trade would be very materially afiedled 
by the intended plan of arrangement, and whom that Houfe 
'ought to have before them, previous to their proceeding to 
vote their general propofitions. One fet of men, not 6rdina«* 
rily ranked with manufafturers, though, ftrifily fpeaking, Aey 
were fo, the fhip-builders of Great Britain, ought in partico* 
larto be called upon and examined as to the confrqqence to 
their manufaflure that they i^ere of opinion would foUew^ 

in- 
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in cafe the ten propofitions were agreed to. By.thus pr^fling 
for the n£iiiQfa<£tiirers to be called to the bar, Mr. Fox faid^ 
he did not mean to have it underftpod, that the {loufe opghf 
to be guided folely by their opimiom ; undpubtedLy npt, Th^^ 
Houfe ihottld a£t in this, as in every other cafe, according to 
Its own fenfe» of the wifdom and policy of th^ meafures to 
betaken; hut he muft neyerthclefi^ contend, that witbottt 
having the fullest information before them, it was not poifi^ 
We for tlie Houfe to judge,, what the wifdom and tbe policy of 
the plan of intercourfe with'Iretan4 that had been propofed to 
theni, were. It might poiEbly be faid, that calling for ftich 
information would occafion ddiay» and take up a great deal of .. 
time. That was, in his mind^ no objeflion to what he had 

^prbpofed; for let it occafioa whfat delay, or take up what 
'time it would, that time would be well ipentin the Houfe'l 
making itfelf thorough mafter of the extent of the fubje^ 
before it came to a decifi vc vote upon it. Let gentlemen re* 
coUed, that when they had voted the general refollition, the 
Houfe was coif mitted to all the remaining, nine; from which 
they could not retraA without giving Ireland caufe to com*- 
plain of a breach of national faith, and without laying the 

^ ground for mu^h future mifchief. He prefled this again ari^ 
again on the Houfe, and faid, he trufted it was the- general 
wifh of both fides, and the wiih of every man both here and 
in Ireland, that the plan fhould be fully underftood by both 

' countries, and that there fhould not remain thefroalleft ppfli^ 
ble chance of future cavil. He aiked if gentlemen felt them- 
felves prepared to go the length of voting the firft refolution, 
before they knew more of the co^ifequences likely to refah 
from voting the other nine. There was not one of them that 
did not, day after d'ay, fuggeft new difficulties to his mind. 
The fifth proportion for inftance, that refpefting the coun- 

^tervailing duties, was a prOpofition extremely prolific of 
doubt and alarm. He dwelt for fome time upon this, and 
faid, the Houfe ought, at leaft, to have the fame opportunity 
of examining perfons who were competent to give them infor- 
mation upon any parts of the fubjedt, as the Lords of the 
Committee of Council. For their own good therefore, for 
the fecurity of Adminiftration, for the future repofe and 

Saiet of both kingdoms, he hoped the right honourable gen- 
eman would fee the propriety' of what he bad propofed. 
Mn ChanceJlor Pi« faid, that the right honourable gentle- Mr. Chan- 
man nectd not have laboured fo much, to prove what he was ^^*^P"V 
very ready to admit, and what no man could deny, viz. that 
the general prpp<!^itipn iavoiyed and implicated t lie remaining 
Vol, XVII, E c e nine 
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. nine pr6p6fitions. tt certainly did involve the whole of them, 
and he deflred that the queAion' on the general refolutfon 
might be confidered as extending to, and comprehending every 
one of the nine propofitions fubmitted to him by the Houfe^ 
The great objedl was to give a full participation of commer* 
cial advantages' to Ireland, and the refolotion was to carry that 
objefit Into isxecution; all therefore that wasneceflary to con- 
iider in this nefolution was, whether it went to that end, and 
whether its principles were feconcileable to the interefts of 
this country-; if the opinion of the Houfe was with him up- 
on it, by paffing this general refolution the whole of his objeft 
iwonld be ;!iccomplifhedi As to the calling to the bar the fame 
viva voce evidence that had been already oflFered to th^ Com-^ 
tnittee of Privy Council, amd which was contained in fubr 
iVance in the Report of that Committee now before the 
Houfe, to that he Ihould certainly obje£l; ArA, hecauie it 
was abfolutely upneceffary, the whole being fubfianttated 
wrilh fufficient clearn'efs and credibility in that Report, 1 his 
evidence was coUefled from a number of perlbns, of various 
dffcriptions, who thought themfelves intcrefted in the fub- 
jeft, and voluntarily offered themfelves to be examined* 
^^ouching fuch parts of it as were within their knowledge. 
The Report, which recapitulated their teftinaony, was now 
before the public, and if it was found to falfify, to omjt, or tm 
add to any parfof that teftimony, the fome perfons who had 
given it, would, no doubt, be forthcoming, to cftablifh thofe 
|>ointSj which they had already given their opinion upon td 
the Committee of Priyy Council ; or if an unfair condufion 
was attempted to be drawn from.thofe premifes, which their 
teftimony afforded, they were at liberty, by petition, to- fet 
the H6ufe right, either by counfel, or farther examination at 
the bar. He knew very well, that it was perfeftly unneceC^ 
fary to iiiyite witnefles to their bar, for fetting afidethe natu- 
ral jealoufy of trade, which would certainly be a means of 
impelling thofe who feared any injury to come forward ; 
there was another kind of jealoufy, wnich, he faid, had al- 
ready been exercifed, and would, he imagined, be ftill exer- 
cifiid, to look for pntn and bodies of. men, in order to fend 
them to jtlie Houfe fuflBciently pr^epared, and prompted with 
glamours and complaints* He wondered, if the right ho- 
nourable gentleman bad thought this or^l evidence abfolutely 
peceffary .for the Houfe to have it received, that he did not 
" * ' ^pply f^f i^'to l>e recelyed threp weeks ago ; hut he imagined 
he .could tell th^ reafon why the right honourable gentleman 
jjid not apply before; it was not fpr jJie ^ urpofes of delay 

■'"'.'.' ^onc. 
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alone^ but bedaufe he hoped, that, before npw he and hisi 
friends woi»ld ha? e (ufiiciently embarrailed the meafure by 
caudng the table ta be pover^d with petitions, and the bar to 
be crowded with .witnefles. Finding thefe to fait ihort of his 
expectations, he j)ad i>o«r. no other refburce left than by a 
fuggeftion^ which, in eiFe<SI» was nothing more than if he was 
to move in plain and dire£t terms, that the confideration of 
this qiieftion be poilponed for three n^onths, and thus defer 
for the virhole of the prefent year, a plan which was necelTary 
to promote the iputu^l interefts of the two kingdoms^ and 9 
good underil^nding between them* To fave this wafle of 
tiine, was bis feicpnd reafon foi: obje£ting to the evidence be^ 
ing again reflated, uiva voce, at the bar; for he would, tfuft 
to the int^refls of individuals, and the induftry ofoppoiition^ 
that if any evidence; tending to fet the propofed arrangement^ 
either in an unjuft or an impolitic Ught, could be obtained, it 
would find it9 way to the bar^ without invitation. He ob« 
ferved, that although the different parts of the plan in detail, 
and the modes of carrying it .into effe£t, were fubjefts on 
which the Houfe might expert, information :lnd ai&flance 
from the opinions of merchants ; yet oa the general idea^ 
i^onfidenHg it as a flate ipeafure, he apprehended it was .a 
queftion fitter f6r. the judgement o,f Parliament. He faid» 
that the reafon why the fubjeCk .of the importation of the 
•trade of ^ Atnerica and Africa through Ireland to this country 
bad not been tak^n up by the Committee of Privy Council^ 
and examined by evidence, as the right honourable gentleman 
complained, was this:-^The objecSk of that Committee was 
fimply by evidence to come at fa^if and not to look for the 
opinions of th,e vvitneffes. On this fubjedl there were but ^wo 
. or three leading fafts neceffary to be known, principally with 
regard to the rules of freightage, all the reft of theconfidera- 
tion that it would require, would, be more of a political pature 
than merely comtpetciaU and as he l\ad already hinted, fuffi* 
t;i^ntly within the competence of the Houfe, without affiftanc^ 
from without doorsi He again repeated, that . the refolu* 
tion alluded to by the right honourable gentleman would tie 
Hp the Houfe fo far to the fpirit. of all the fubfequent prppo^.. 
fittons, that he fhould, after paffing that, expe£t to fee no op* 
pofi.tion to thofe; and this he mentioned to the Houfe, in or* 
der that they might be apprized of the extent of that refolu- 
tion, and the ufe that was, intended to.be made of it, a^d of 
courfe be provided in their debate upon it to enter into their 
objefiLons, if any /to the fpirit of every appendant part of the 
fyftem. In the courfe of his fpeecb, Mr, Pitt paid a com* 
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^tlih^til t6 the liberality ^rid iin^rftaridfng of the trading part 
of the kingdbro,^ bbfervifl^, that he believed there was no 
^h(^tB to be found a more enlightened or tnore difinterefted 
i6t bf manufedturers than thofe of England. 

Mr. Foi. Mr. Fox rofe again, and faid. he really had BOt feen the 
Report of the Committee of Council tiirwitbiti the laft tvfo 
diatyi^, and therefore he had not had an earlier opportunity df 
feyirtg what he had thought It neceffary to fay that day. 
With regard to his not havlhg moved for perfons tobedalled 
to the bar, he had ptrrpofely avoided it. Let the right ho^ 
notltable gentledian recoIk£t, that he was, as it were, a kifid 
of liiarked man, and thait the right honourable gentteman and 
&e Were ihv6lved together in many polititbl opinioris, and in 
' \Uti6vls tdpiesy that placed them before the Public in a point 
of VieWsmote confpicuous that than in which moft other m^ 
Amoved ; uhder fuch circumflances, it would not have been 
pxoper for, him to have n^ade any fueh m6tion ; befides, be 
chofe to iaye himfelf from affording room for infinuation, zi 
the right honourable gentleman had (hewn himfelf ready 
fenough to Itifintiate, even when there could be no grounds fdt 
it, tlwt he had brodght to the bar perfotis who had been 
prompted to give fuch levidence as ihould throw moift impedi^ 
ments in the way of the'propofed fyftem of the intercourfe 
with Ireland^' Having iliW this, Mr. Fax t^peatcd his argu- 
itient) how neceilary it was to cftii the merc1)ants and manu«« 
' fli(^uiers to the bar, who had been es^amined before the Com* 
tnlltee of Privy Council; becaufe, as their declarations at 
their meetings were dire€kly ContradiSory to the inferences 
which the Lords of the Committee had drawn from their ex* 
aitiiniations, and ftated in their Report, the Houfe ofight to 
hive an opportunity of hearing from themfelves what thuir 
ftntiments were. Mr. Fox orged Mr. Pitt not to wait for 
this or that member's moving for perfons ta be examined, but 
of his own accord to bring- to the bar foine of the beft in- 
foritied of each branch of capital mantifa^ure, that t^e Hoofe 
might fifr the matter to the bottom before they embarked 
irt it. . 

Urtjtn* Mr. JtHldnfoH faid» that having had the honour to be an 

kinA»n« . *ttnworthy member of the Committee of Council, he thought 
it rig^t to ftate the Houfe what fteps the Committee bad taken 
^eVioixs to the* forming, the Repok't that was on' the table, 
^he Committee had, in the firft place, taken care to have iC 

^ Signified in all the manufadttiring towns in the kingdom, that 

'a Committee of Council was fitting for the purpofe of l»- 
ceiving any inforn>ation that the manufadltirers wifhed te^ 
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giifc touching the prbpofed arrangementtyf '^ iy ft^ni of mtai^ 
coarfe with Ireland. In confequence of ohtsy inany'igi3adB*> , 
men concerned in different trades and moi1ufa6bares had nm^ 
Inntarily offered themfelves to be examined, and they .Had 
giyien the Committee a confiderable deal of itiformatioi^ vnk 
had expreifed themfelves with extreme liberaKty 011 the ibk 
jedt. The Committee bad taken down the whole of thevev- 
aminations, and had formed their Report accordingly. That * 
Report they had prefented to His Majefly, and tbe 'King bail 
ordered it to be laid before that Houfe. He was a little fbrl 
prized, however, at hearing from the right honourable gemle* 
man oppofite tohim, that the manufa6turer5 now held a'lin^ 
gaajge different from ikeir anfwers when under examinutioit 
before the Convnittee of Council. They had given Jtheir an- 
fwers fn readily and fo clearly, that he could not think it 
poffibie the gentlemen would at any other time, or in any 
other place, contradiit thofe anfwers. With regard to tki^ 
conclofions drawn from the whole of the different examina* 
tionSf and flated in the Report, that was what appeared to 
the Committee of Council to be the fair deduftion. How 
4ar it was fo, or was not fo, did not become him to fay. It 
was but a matter of opinion at beft. The Committee,' how- 
ever, had aded to the beft of their judgement; but polHbly 
they might have been miftaken* Whether rhey had erred m . 
judgement or not, would appear hereafter. The propofi- 
tions, Mr. Jenkinfon obfervetl, had now been opened to the 
Hoofe* three weeks, and the votes and proceedings of the 
Houfe had made it a matter ^f notoriety througliout the king- 
dom. So for therefore the conduift of the Committee and of 
that Houfe had been analogous. The Committee,' previous to 
their doing any thing in thebufinefs, had taken the onlv 
means in their power of making it known that they were 
fitting, and ready to receive information ; and the Houfe, by 
its votes, had fignified, that the propofitions were before them,' 
and chat they meant to a£t upon them. His right honourable 
friend, he faid, had furely proceeded in the matter with great 
Candour, and had not in the leaft endeavoured to hurry the 
Houfe, or take them by furprize. Three weeks had now 
elapfed fince the propofitions had been flared, and no perfon 
had defired to be heard rrfpefling them but the perfons from 
whom the petition that had been preferred that day came. 
He agreed therefore with his right honourable friehd, that if 
no other applications were made between this aud Tucfday, 
that it was fair to conclude, there did not exift any objedlions 
in the mind^ of the merchants and manufadlurers that were 

of 
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ef i^igbt enough to. induce them to apply to the Hoiiie» and 

I^y that the propoiltions that had been agreed to by tbePar'- 

Hatnent of- Ireland might not be agreed to by that Houj(e« 

7he fubje£thad« he faid, been under th&confideration of thd 

Cpmmittee of Trivy Council fix weeks, and the Houfe had 

already had it before tliem half that t i me. There had not beeii 

any application made to the Committee of Council fince th^ 

cxaminatioi;! of the manufa^urers, whofe examination was 

Aated in the Report, excepting only on the part of the book.- 

leilers.of London, refpe6\ing copy. right, which wasafubjedk 

well worth the coniideration of the Houfe, inafmuch as th« 

liiture interefts of literature entirely depended upon it^ To 

the Houfe, duriilg a period of three ^peks, no application 

■whatever had been made, exclufive of the applicjition of that 

day. Let gentlemen who had claim to any ihar^of candour 

therefore judge, whether the Houfe was not warranted to 

proceed without farther delay, 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox rofe again, and faid, he would confine himfelf 

'firi£lly tp explanatioti. From what the right honoutable 

gentleman had faid, an idea might go abroad, that he had af« 

ierted, that the manufa£turers, who had been examined be^ 

fore the Comn^ittee of Council, had at their late meetinj^s 

contradifled the anfwers they gave to the queftions put to 

them by the Lords of the Committee. He begged the Houfe 

to do him the juftice to recoiled^, that he had not- faid. any 

fuch thing. What he had /aid was this : The language held 

by the merchants and manufa£lurers at the public meetinge^ 

convened for the exprefs purpofe of confidering the propofi- 

tions of the Irifh Parliament, went direftly in contradiftion 

of the infeirences drawn from their examinations by the Lords 

of the Committee of Council. Mr. Fox faid^ lie was glad 

the converfation of the day had taken place, as it had pro^ 

-duced an explanation from the right honourable gentleman at 

the head of the Exchequer that was exceedingly material; 

before that Jay, they had not heardit avowed, that the general 

refolution involved and implicated the remaining nine, and 

that the Minifter would confidcr a yote for the general refo- 

lution, as a vote which fo far bound the Houfe, that if in the 

fubfequentcourfeof the bufinefs, after the general refolution 

had pafied, application was made not to pafs the other pFopo<>> 

fitiods, or not to pafs any bill founded upon any one of 

them ; the having voted the general refolution would be a 

fufficient reafon for refufing.to receive or jiflen to any fuch 

application, qt to go into any inveftigation that might be 

fuggcfted. 

' Mr. 



A. 1785." DEBATES. 599 

Mr« Chancellor Pf// faid, that he did not nti^n to fay that Mr. Chan. 
the admiffion of the firft rcfolution would preclude any far- "Jlor Pitt, 
ther dehate on the fubiequent proportions; but only this, 
that he confidered , that telolution to comprehend in its fpirit 
^he entik-e fpirit of thc5fc propofitions ; but flill, on each of 
thofe.propoiitionsy if any doubts ihould arife as to the roanfter 
in which they fhould he attempted to he carried into e&Stf 
or if any alteration fliould be fuggefted under fuch doubts, 
it might fairly and properly be admitted, provided it did not 
niili4ate againft the originaf fpirit of the propofition. 

Mr. i^Mf declared, he was extremely forry to hear what the Mr.Fo«,r 
right honourable gentleman had juft faid, for that put the 
whole mattef at fea aipln. One great objeflion, in his mind,' 
JO the propofition, was, that the fubftance of fome of the pro^ 
pofitions contradicted the fpirit of all of them. He particu- 
larly referred to the fifth propofition, 

Mr. Alderman Newnbam ftated the great difficulty he, as a Mr. AM. 
reprefentativs of the metropolis, where the principal mer- Ntwnhani* 
chants of the kingdom refided, fhould find nimfelf under, 
yirhen called upon to vote the general tefolution, before he had 
ibmd aflijrance from authority that might be relied on,, that 
care would be taken in proceeding by bill upon the nine fpe- 
pific propofitions, to provide fuch regulations as /hould fe- 
cure the.rnercantileinterefis of this kingdom from the danger 
that the merchants dreaded. Mr. Newnham faid, the right 
})onourable gentleman was much mifiaken, in fuppofing, that 
J>ecaufe the tahl/e was not covered with petitioiis, and the bar - 
crouded with witnefles, it followed as a clear propofition, that 
there vvas not any ferious objedli^n entertained againft his pro- 
po£ed plan pf intercourfe with Ireland, hy the merchants and 
manufadurers : the fadl was, very great objedtion was enter- 
tained againft it by the merchants and manufafturers, as was 
4Bvident from the language held at the various meetings in the 
city of London, by men of both defcriptions. He fpoke in 
particular of the Weft-Ipdia merchants, of whofe proceedings 
^at their meeting he gave an account. At that meeting, he 
.faid, it was propofed to prepare a petition to the Houfe a^amft 
the propofitions, and to hiive it prefented immediately ; but 
one gentleman had urged as an argument againft the propofi- 
tion, that the Minifter was vindifiive. The AVlerman de- 
jired to be underftood, as not faying that the right honourable 

Srentleman was vindidive, but merely as reporting what was 
ai.d at the meetings of the WeA-Ipdia merchants. The fame 
gentleman, who at that time had f;^id 0iat the Minifter was 
yiadi^JLive) had added, that prefenting a petition would pro- 
voke 
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* YoKe bifti, and make brm indtgnant^- and con^nently adverfe 
* " tCfzny propofition that mig;ht be made m the futrfequent pro- 
jreft of the bufinefs, 'for the better fecuirity and prote&ion of 
their mterefts. It was, Mr. NewnhAm declared, in ^onfe- 
^etice of this argument, and of otHefs of a fimilar ndture, 
fh^tthfe mode of -proceeding had been changed, and the mo- 
tion loft that pFopofed the prcfenting a petition in the firft 
inflance to the Houfe. He fpoke alfo of the fugar-bakers,-' 
iklK)[ he faid, were a large defcription of manufafturej cpn-« 
cerned tn a jtnanufaaure of infinite importance to the i«ng^ 
dpm. The fog^r-bakers, he fatd, faw,and knew, that their 
mainofailure Would be cut pp by the roots, if fome partieulir 
regulations were not adopted, fhould the propofitions of the 
Irifli Parliament he agreed to. Mr. Newnham entered into a 
ihort difcuffion'bf the efieS which the opening of the trade^ 
,and fuffering Ireland to import and export theproduce of thd 
' Weft Indies, miift Tia^e upon fugars in this country ; and par- 
: tictoflarly in refp^'^ t5 the ^rtidles of molafles and baftard fu- 
gar. ' He fatd, pn application had been made to the Treafury 
iip6n this fubjeft, and the Secretary of the Treafury bad a(- 
ibr^d the gcnttemah who applied, that they might reft fatrs- 
fied, proper cal^e wptild be taken to impbfe high duties on the 
jBoMes and baftard ftigar imported into Great Britain through 
Ttfilfimd. The- 'Secretary 6f the Treafury, he had no doubt; 
fn«aht, that What he feVd ihould be done; but was the bare 
p^pomiic of a'Secretarjr of the Treafury fufficient fecuf ity to 
the mBnxxfst&mets of lo raluable a branch of our manufactures 
as fugar,' that their manufafture would not be entirety ruined ? 
Had the Miniiler condefcended to fee the gentlemen ^ho ap- 
-pKcd to him, and bad given his.promiie that tbecaafeof 
i^Iarni ftiould be remedied, the cafe would have been altered* 
. :and the fugar-bakers would have heen fatisfied; but they 
could not-befb, under an aflli ranee made only by a Secretary 
to the Treafury ; and therefore it would be tmpoffiUe for 
hhn, tlie immediate rcprefentative of the merchants of Lon» 
don, to vote for the general refolution, before he had an aflb^ 
ranee from authori^ty, that the mercantile interefts of this king- 
dom iliOuId be fecured from injury, by the. intercourie with 
Ireland, th^i^t was proje£ted, being carried into execution. 
llr.Rore. Mr. Ro/^ gave an accpunt of- what had pafied between him 
and the gentlemen, in the fugar-baking bufinefs, who h^dap% 
pKed at the Treafury, and faid, th^t as mobiles. and baftard. 
fugar w.ere conn^fled with' the fine iiigars, the wiiole would 
undoubtedly be fub^eded to proper r^gulatiops, which would 

*. 'f^ecome 

' ■ 9 ' ' 
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become the fit topic of difcuffion, when the day fliould ar- • 
rive for taking the matter into confideration* 

Mr.*^ Alderman Newnbam made. a fliort reply, in which he Mr. AM. 
repeated part of his argument about moIaiSes and bailard fu- ^ewnhim. 
gar, and faid, that he ibould not have mentioned it in that 
place, and at that time^ if he hi^d not felt, in confequence pf 
what had been faid by the right honourable gentleman ar th« 
head of hir Majefty's Exchequer, relative to a vote for the 
general rcfolution's implying a vote for the'remaining nine 
fpecific propofitions, that he could not, if called upon, vote 
for the general refolution, uplefs he had a fatisfaSory aiTur* . 
ance, that care would be taken to preferve the mercantile irl* . 
tercfts of this kingdom whole and entire. , 

The quettion was then put, ** that the Houfe rcfolve itfelf ^ 

into a Committee of Irifh Affairs next Tuefday;" which 
pafled unanimoufly ; and the Houfe rofe immediatejy^ it |>e« 
ing nearly feven in the evening, ^ • 

MQnJayj March 14. 

Lord Mahon moved for leave to bring in a bill for the bet» 
ter fecuring the rights of voters at county elections. Or** 
dercd. 

Mr. Stanley prefented a petition, figned by many thoufands 
pf the manufafturers of the town and vicinity of IVfanchtffter^ ^ 
againft the Iri/h Refolutions, and praying to b^ hpard by 
counfeU ^ Mr. Stanley wiflied they might be Jicard op the 
Thurfday following. 

Mr» Chancellor Pitt objeSed to the delay of three days ; Mr Chan, 
but wifliing to give them an attentive hearing, he would pafs ^*'^°' ^^*» 
over one day, and would move that they be heard on the 
Wednefday next. 

Mr. Fox faid, he vras unable to account for the ftrange pre* Mr. Fox, . 
cipitancy with which every meafure was prelled forward. 
Miniflers did not (eem to feel, that not only the manufac- 
turersj but the revenue was involved in the difcuflion of the 
queilion; and in the latter, the credit of the nation. • Thr 
moft cautious inquiries were neceilary, not only among the 
manufaAurers, but tlie officers of the revenue, as to its pro- 
^jable effefts. Such inquiries have been tliought neceffary to 
th6 Committee of Council, who yet declared theinfelves unin«* 
formed. It had been fuppofed, . that the general refolution 
was merely formal and introductory ;.but, on the debate of 
]aft Friday the reality became known. The Minifierhad " 
candidly owned, that. by paffing the firft refolution, the Houfe 

Vol, XVII Fff ftoo4 
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flood plecfgcd to ca'rry-fcivfery one of the fiibordrnatercfalutions, 
which no fucceeding reprcferitafioti' could alter or dimini(h. 
'Wrieh he had formerly ftated the Want of information as a 
taufe fot delay, he had bceti anfwered merely by applications 
to'hiinfelf, a^ if he had been difapp'orhted at not feeing the 
tAle coveted with petitions, and thfe bar crbuded ^ith wlt^ 
nfeflfes : rioW that the obfcurity i<ras;remOved, Minifters would 
find ho jvarit, of petitions', of of witnefles ;* but on the ap^ 
ptoach df truthi he felt ,mbr6 fatisfafilion than triumph ; for 
it was one of the^rihciplfes froiti ivhkh he never would de» 
. viilte, fairly to fldte to the' countt^ theit own fituation — to 
idltherti,' in ti-uth and clearflSfS, vfrhat \;ifas doing, that they 
Jiaight J)e able to judgfe hov^ ih6ir intefeftg would be aifefled,; 
jihd Ih 8bing this, he would ratbfet bft rfefckoned in that clafs 
^fib^'fred in bringing forii^ard afupetflirous inquiry, than 
atii0n^ tbpfe vi^hbfe hafte would riot permit them to accept 
cvcrl of neceflary light. 
*Sl^Ft* ^^' Chancellor Pitt was folicitous to know why thofe 
* * gentlemen, who were ib very anxious for a farther inquiry,, 
would not take upon them to fay, in what flage of the pro- 
ceeding thii inquiry ihould be adopted ? The caufe, how- 
i^er, )i^ jobferved, of thife relufiance, Was fufficiently tnani-- 
feft ;. they did not wifli to mention particularly th^ time, be* 
Jng confciou^ that the ftage flioitkl have been deteVmined, and 
the application made fome tim« in the laft three weeks, which 
I12IB pafled i^itlfeut advant:jng in the, biifinefs. The introduc- 
tiphdf the Commiflioners of the Revenue, which had now 
been mentioned, formed alfo another general argument for 
delay i to Which, as fuch, he could not give his aflent, until 
he knew the preciCe points on which it was neceflary that 
they (hould be examined. That praife, he obferved, Which 
h^d been given him for his candid ftatement on Friday, was 
equally due to the fimilar explanations in every part of the 
l^ufinefs He had never given caiiffs that it fhould be under* 
Aobd, that the general refolution Wasf meVely fortnal and in- 
troduftory; he had feven, ott hi^ firft opening tb^bufinefsi 
ir'emarked, Miiit ht Would rtot prefs thfe Houfe to come to a te- 
JTolujtiph, Which involved in it the fpivit and tendency of every 
iphe of the fixbordinate propofittons. Mi^ny applications^ h«- 
obferved, had been ma«le to him on the bufihefs, by deputa- 
tions from the manufaflurers; in different branches. Thofe 
ivho had hitherto applied^ he flattered himfelf, he had ftitis- 
£ed, not tiy^ainy promifes, as had been fuggefted, of ftibtradb- 
-^ng from tj\e fpirit oi- force of the difierent propofitibns, but 
jb J a fair e;|r^lanation of what had been formerly, ^nd what was 

now 
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honr given, and by removing from theiiT minds the e^^e&s .9^ 
thofe mif^eprefentatioDS which had with (9 much induftcr 
faeen circulated. From this caufe partly it proceeded) <th9t id 
few petitions had been prefented to the Hou(e ; but jif the con^ 
du£t of others had been the very reyerfe, if they had endea* 
voured to pervert the underilandiipgs, ijirhich tjhey ought to 
hav,e informed, it was not therefore 9 wonder that ii)zt fii^^^ 
cumftance ihould prove a fource <^ acrimoni^ and difappoinN 

^ment. lie. could by no means fee, he (^idj a c^ufe for'tiii^ 
prefent exultation of gentlemen at the op(>oj(ite ii(^. D^d ^ 

they argue with themfeives, that becaufe two petitions had 
been prefented, more would certainly appear? Bi^t while 
they congratulated themfelves Qp bringmg i^rwar^ a prpdi* 
gious difcovery which every one knew before, they ;did wiih 
to intimatethat the prefent petition wa^ produced by the in« • 
formation of Friday Jaft ? ' If fo, be could only fay, that thd 
expedition of the petition ,had been truly wonderiv^l ! Ho 
faw, he faid, the ufe that vTas to be ipfde xxE i(bis fuppofed 
mifunderftanding, as an inftrument of del^y, a^.that Oppo-^ 
fition ^nrere thence to ar^ueas if the bufinefs had only com- 
menced on Friday. This, he faid, \ie woqld by no^ea^^ 
admit ; the mode of procedure, from his fkil declaration^ bad 
been always fufficiently clear, and that he fl^quld therefore op« 

. pdfe any farther delay, in addition to, the three weeks yrbich 
had already been fuffered to elapfe in expectation* , 

Mr. 'Eiilen faid, that on a fubje<Sk fo cpmplic^tefl as the nre- Mr* S4tft4 
fent, it was inconfiflent with the tenor of ;the profemojis ' 

•that had been;afed, to.refufe that. delay which was ntc^H^ty 
to obtain a perfeA degree of information. He had ((ft {6m6 
time ftudied the bufinefs with the xito>oft attention, and yet 
could fay with truth, that he was far from- being able to makd 
up his mind. The fubjefl rinvQlyed^ he faid, a variety of 
matter of equal weight and difficulty. The .revenue toi 
deeply concerned in the determination of tbej^rawbacks; tM 
Jirohibitions, which were to be removed, would eflentiajly 
afiefl feveral valuable branches of manufad^ure ; and wh^t 
was by no means an immateriaPconfiderationi, the receipts b£ 
the excife were, in many indances, to betrafisfefrt'ed er^tirel]^ 
to the cuftoms, and be in future received ^t the water?UQe« 
Whichever way he turned, a variety. of diffiqulties met yis 
vieW^ which could only be removed, if it were at all poiljible^ 
by a cautious anki deliberate difcuflipn. Qtie inftance ihe 
would mention as a proof : On the article Qf thrown fiiks ^ 
duty was paid here on importation tif .^s* per Jb. 2s. orijjf oa 
the importation into Ireland. Jffqxt Jb^fe lilks to be rc-ex- 

Fff a ^ ported 
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);>orted from Ireland into Britain, a duty would certainly be 
.•• demanded of 78. The importer would obferve that5s,-oiily 
' were payable, as 2S. duty had already been paid in Ireland. 
"How, he afked, was this dtfference to be compromifed ? • If 
^ 7s. were exafted, then Ireland tiiight complain that her filks 
imported here, in fa6b, paid ^s. duty, and that every idea of 
• "tfeciprocity was thereby excluded. If, on the contrary, but 
5s. were taken ; then an impropriety equally great arofe^ a& 
that filk confumed here paid 2S. duty into the Irifk £x-« 
chequer* ^ . . 

fAr,?owyu Mr. Poipys faid. It was but fair that the Minifter /hcfuld 
' communicate to the Houfe that information by jwhich he bad 
' himfelf been governed. Had he, he aiked^ been guided by 
the Reports of the Committee of Council which fat on the 
\i4th of January? or did he mean, by withholding thofe 
lights, to infinuatej that he had himfelf been direAed folely 
by intuition? 
' Ifr. Chan* Mr. Chancellor Pitt remarked on the fingularity of the 
^«liwrfitt. queftion, which fuppofed him to have been governed in bis 
' preceding condud by the Reports of the Committee of Coun- 
cil, which fucceeded his determination, and profefied himfelf 
much indebted to that gopdnefs which had left him a choice 
in his i^eply. He moft certainly had not been guided'by thofe 
' Reports ; it would however beendlcfs tolay before the Hoofe 
the different refearches which he, and thofe in o£Sce who bad 
affifted him, had at different times reeurred to; it was fuffi- 
cient to fay, that no light had been obtained which would not 
be communicated to the Houfe when the matter came to a dif- 
* cuflion. 

Mr. shtrU Mr. Sherij4in remarked on the turn which the Chancellor 

^«i. of the Exchequer had ^gi vert to the arguments of his right 

' ' honourable friend, w^ha had not faid that the prefent petitions 

had been received on Friday, but that nunibers would in con- 

jTequence of that be received, and which he himfelf believed 

^' would certainly prove true in the event. The right honour- 

.^ able gentleman had often taken an opportunity fo comment 

'^ith afperity on the papers which had been circulated among^ 

^ ' the {)eople,-iand which he termed mifreprefentatioHs* But as 

'thofe papers had contained merely a tew extradb from- Mr. 

'* Orde's i|>eech in the Irifli Houfe of Commons/ the mifrepre-» 

fentatidns therefore which he had reprobated belonged folety 

to the perfon who had afted under his authority. Whether 

thut charge was juft or not, it yiras impoi&ble for bim to fay ; 

hot it appeared t6 all, that the two Miniflers' differed.exceed* 

ingly in their Aatemenls. Sp great indeed had the diferetyre 

r . ^ becn^ 
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been» that if he gave credit to Mr. Orde's aiIertions» as an - 
Englifh member of Parliament^ he could not vote for th^ 
proportions : aiid were he to aflent to all that the-Chancellor 
of the Exchequer here had advanced^ as a.well-wifter to Irer 
land, he moft certainly would rejedl his proffers. That right 
honourable gentUman, he obferved, had difclaimed any affifl- 
ancefrom the Reports of the Committee of Council^ and had 
thereby informed the Houfe, that thofe Reports were intended 
for no other purpofe than to juftify, if poffible^ a meafure 
which was already deter^nined. The right honourable gen- 
tleman had iniiAed, that the tendency of the general relblu- 
tion was clearly known before his declaration of laft Friday ; 
tliat (he manufaflurersy however, had not fo underflood it, be . 
could bring abundant proofs; and he would appeal to the 

. confcioufnefs of, perhaps, a majority in that Houfe, wliethcc 
it was clear even to them. Another aflertion of the fame 
right honourable gentleman had been, that all the merchants, 
manufadurers, &c» who had applied to him, had all their ap- 
prehenfions quieted, and departed in perfect fatisfa£tion. 

To prove how equally ill-founded this aflertion had been, 
Mr. Sheridan proceeded to read an advertifement from Mr. 
Wedgwood, whom he complimented highly as a man of in- 
telligence and probity, and the Committee at the, Loildoflt 
Tavern, dating, that they had by no means conceived the 
tendency of the general refolution, nor had until nQW viewed 
it as conclufive and final, iind therefore fummoning thofe 
concerned to confideron means to avert the impending eviL 
Thefe, he obferv.ed, were gexitlemi?n who were fuppofed to 
have had their difquiets removed b j the Minifter ; if they la- 
boured under this mifconception, why fhould it not be ar- 
gued that a fimilar delufion had alfo prevailed with others? 
The right honourable geptleman had fligmatifed the grants 
made to Ireland by the noble Lord in the blue ribband^ m the 
year 1780, as raih and inconfiderate conceflions. He fhould 
now be extremely cautious, left the precipitancy of the pre* 
fent moment mi^ht juftify, in future, an appellation of keener 
and more deferved feverity. . 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that he had certainly condemned **^'^^?"'' 
the papers that had appeared, as well as the. induftry which ** *' "* 
circulated them. He had alfo ftiled them mifreprefentations, 
not becaufe they contained cxtradts of Mr. Orde's fpeech^ but 
becaufetbe extradts were falfe. They had made Mr. Qrde fay, 

^that Ireland would in/uture be the emporium of the Britifh 

empire; an ailertion which he never made, and which he. ha4 

Uncd contraiiifted in the Irilh Hou(e of Commons. The 

/ diftindioh. 
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dlftiadiony he added, between liis fpeecb add that of Mr. 
Ord, was folely this^ that in the latter k was neceflary to 
Aate the advantages which would refult to Ireland from the 
jegidations; iptbe former it wasrequifite to. pirove,that thefe 
advantages could be given without detriment to Great Britain. 
The inferenteis, he faid, that had been made «frpm the adver- 
tifement, iigned by Mr, Wedgwood, t went by much too far. 
He had not at aily time promifed them contrary to thefpirit 
4if the propoiitions, arid every thing, that did not coDtradi£b 
•that fpirit he was ready ftill to grant, ' The merchants there- 
fore were by no means concerned in the acceleration or delay 
.oCthepfopolitions,asthe circuipftances to which they wifhed to 
attend belonged rather to the detail of fupplemental regulatloft. 
Mr. Sheridan faid a fiswi words in reply. 

XiraNortb, Lord North obferved, that nothing could be more unrea- 
fon^ble than the reply of the Minifter to every application 
for a proper invefiigation of the bufinefs. He alked why it 
was not' demanded before ? For his part, he had expected 
everything from the Report of the Committee of Council. 
He fuppofed that they would have gone through all the pro- 
pofitions. 'He now found that two only had been the objects 
I of their difcufiiom, He had heard from fome gentlemen, that 
theinanu£i£turers were abfolutely fatisfied ; yet he could now 
hear repeated murmurs of difcontent. On this account, arid 
•when he confidered that the prefent traiifadions were in- 
tended to be permanent and unalterable, he wiflied that a 
proper inquiry Oiouid be purfued, and an adequate time 'al- 
lowed for the difcuiHon, It was his opinion, therefore, that 
the p'l^fent motion being withdrawn, the CcMnmittee might 
fit to-monpw ; arid that the Commiffioners of -fixciie and 
Cuftoms be ordered to attend. 

Mrkbttiidat Mv^Dundas faid, that he had been predetermined againff 
any inquiry, but to particular points ; and though the noble 
Lord who fpoke laft, had, when making fimilar. grants, in<« 
dulged the Houfe in no inquiries like thofehe foHcited at pre- 
fent, ,yet he really was of opinion that theCommi0ioners 
fhould attend. He was forry, however, that he could not di<^ 
vine the particular points on which they were to he examined, 
as the'bonourabIe^tleman.(Mr. Eden) who alone had men- 
tioned any fuch, had fpoken with fuch rapiSity, as that he 
could not perfe^y colleft his obfervations. 

Mr. Idea. Mr. Eden repeated what he had faid ; but added, that it was 
^ impoffible to fay how far, and on what points the Codimif- 
fioners might be examined/ as one queftion .would naturally 
g^ve birth to another* 

Mr. 
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Mr. Fox flill contended, that a delay was a matter of a&fo* Mr. f». 
lute neiceffity. The accotii^ts on the table, on which fo much 
ftrefs hiid been bid, were frivoloos and infignificant ; they 
were merely ftatements of the paft, not explanations of the 
fattire« He adverted with great feverity to the proc<?cdirigs 
of the Committee of Privy Council, which had, be faid, been 
adopted merely to fan&ion the preceding detenntnatiohs of 
Minifters, which had been purfucd without confulttng them. 
It was plain that the Miniftry did not feek to gain light from 
their inquiries, therefore it muft follow that the frivy 
Gouricil had been introduced into the bufinefs, merely to im- 
pofe on the Houfe of Commons by the aid of their authority. 

Mr. Chancellor Put vindicated the conduft of Adminiftra- m,^ chan* 
tion, in fubmitting the iiiquiryto the Committee of Council, ceUorPitu 
who, in that cafe, adted for the Board of Trade ; of which, he 
faid, the abolition had been feverely felt. Their afliftance, he 
faidt had been called, in not to fanflion proceedings which 
fiood in need of fuch aid, but to digeft the neceflary evidence 
in order that it might be laid in a proper ftat^ before that Houfe. 
Mr. PittV motion was then withdrawn, and after a few ob«- 
fervations interchanged between Mr, Pitt and Lord North, 
the order was made for the attendance of the Commifiioners 
of the Cuiloms and Excife the next day. 

Mr. Gilbert brought up from the Committee of Supply the Mr.Gilbert 
report of the Ordnance Eftimates. 

Mr. Bajiqrd ilated to the Houfe what had pafled on a for- fttr.Baftard 
mer day, when it was agreed that this report ihould be ro- 
committed for the purpofe of a farther difcuffion^ he con- 
cluded a few obfervatipns therefore^ by making the motion 
for the re-commitment. 

Capt.-y. Lu'ttrell oppofed the motion, and went into a de- CiptJaoiM 
fence of the neceffity of the fortifications at Portfmouth and LuttrtU. 
Plymouth. The ere£Hon oft them, he contended, jcould not 
'^ he prejudicial to the Qeet, as we need not maintain a fhip the 
lefs; but that^ on the contrary, it was* in vain to increafo 
the numbers of our fleets, unlefs by thefe fortifications we 
left them free to aft, and prednded them from, the neceffity of 
remaining as a flationary defence. No p^fon, be faid, cookl 
t>ppofe thefe erections who recoUeded the danger of our docio 
yards in the laft w'ar, when Portfoiouth was reduced to the ^ 

neceffity of removing the buoys that marked the entrance in*- 
to the harbour, as if it had been a port in Otaheite, totally ^ 
unknown t6 any but the inhabitants.. In fa£i:, this was now^ ' 
he aflefted, the only rational method of exertion left us. If 
we increafed our fleets, France, Spaio^ uid Holland, wouUdo 
the fame. If we built (hips beyond a certain number, it 

would 
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would be imp6ilib!e to find liien to man them, as had beea 
experienced in thelaft war.. The ports, he raid,.propofed to 
be fortified, werethofc where, as there, was no a'dvanjtage of 
iituation to be taken, there muft be an equal fleet to oppofe 
' an invader. Thefe ercftions, he faid, would juftify the.occa« 
jional abfence of the Channel fleet, when convoys, &c. re- 
quired their attenlicfn. They could be manned by thofe who 
would be ufekfs, if regularly drawn up before an enemy ; and 
if they fbould even be taHen by an invader^ they could not b& 
converted in^o a flrpng hold, as had been aflierted, but could 
be eafily retaken by the force of the country. It had alfo been 
obferved, that this country could not fupply a fufficient gar* 
rifon for their defence. He begged leave, however, to remind 
the Houfe, that in the laft 'war this country had raifed 75,cxx> 
*" feamen'and foldiers, befides 34,000 militia, and 6,000 fencible 

men, and that the force which would be required to defend 
theu),^ould be only 10,000 for Portfmouth, 15,000 for Ply* 
mouth, and a very fmall number for Chatham, as being fo 
near the capital* He thep entered into a detail of the ?up« 
pofed expences, which, by his acdount^ appeared con flderably 
lefs than had been reprefented, particularly in the ^article of 
lands purchafed, which had lieen rated at ioo,oool. but which 
he mentioned to have coft but 55,oooL He concluded with 
a long, eulogium on the virtues and abilities of tlie Mafter 
General of the Ofdnaiice : thefe, he fa^d, were fuch as to ren-K 
der it highly unjufl: to condemn h\ general his plans, until 
fome fpecific error had been previoufly proved, 
C»H«* Capt. M^ Bride faid, that though the prefent was a fubjed: 

Jd*Bride. vliich was rather out of hfs element y yet, as it was connected 
with it, he felt himfelf called on to deliver his fentiments^ 
which he would do very briefly/ He had faid, in a former 
debate, that no landing could be eflFe<Sled at Whitfand Bay ; 
be was flill of that opi^iion, and he^ would venture to fay far- 
ther, that there was only one place to the weftward of Ply-» 
mouth where any confidefable armament could be landed. 
Had the noble Duke, at the head of the Ordnance, he faid, 
deigned to confult the experience of many naval officers on 
the fubjed, they would have told him, that that place was 
within eight miles of his lines. He did not, he faid, think it 
^ right publicly to mention where we were moft vulnerable; 

but he was confident, that the eaft fide of Ply mouth, was the 
iiOeakefi, and to that no atten^on had been paid. He thought 
it ftrange, that in a bufi'nefsof fuch coufequence totbiscc»ii> 
try the advice of profeflional men had not been taken* The 
plan ought to have been made upon the fpot, and after that 

- a plan 
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plan hail been deter mined on, it ought not to be under th^ 
cantrool of any Mafter Genera} of the Ordnance. He was 
for j;uardine againft enterprizefas much as any man ; but when 
he iaw the futility and abfurdity of the plans propofed for our 
defence, he ihould be wanting in that folictttide which,, he 
trufted, he (hould always feel for the good of hjs'country, if 
he did not ftrenuoufly oppofe the laviming of the public trea* 
fure upon objects, which were by no means calculacedy<o/an* 
fwer their intention. 

. Mr.. Courtenqy faid, he felt himfclf called on to declare, Mr. Copr^ 
that what he had faid. in a forftier debate, and what he teoaye. 
fiiould now take the liberty to fay on the fubjefV^ did not pro<> 
ceed from any pique or perfonal refentment he entertained 
againft thenobleDukenowattheheadoffheOrdnance. He had 
receiveli perfonal civilities from that noble perfon, and, when 
inpffice, had more than once been honoured with his appxoba* 
tion. The privilege, however, ot a free difcufTiojiW thofe 
matters which the noble Duke had fubmitted to the confi- 
deration of the Houfe, be certainly would take ; and though 
be had not implicit confidence in the. prefent Board, he was 
free to declare he entertained no prejudice againft thofe per« 
fons who compofed it. The cbndudl of the late Board, he 
faid, had been mentioned with fome triumph, as not being 
more deferving of praife than the prelent. Without enter- 
ing into the merits of this argument, if any merits, it had, he 
faid, it was flrange that the prefent enlightened Board ihould 
perceive the errors of the former, and yet follow its example 
at an infinitely greater expence to the nation. The prefent 
Mafter General of the Ordnance, he could not deny, had fome 
abilities, and he had perfevering induftry. ' It was rather un^ 
fortunate, be obferved, for this country, thathisGrace's paffioo. ' 
for engineering had broke forth at fo late a period of his life 
»~When an old man fell in love, there Was nothing, however 
^ridiculous, that he would not propofe, and nothing i'o prepof^ 
terous that he would not agree to, to accomplifti the gratift^- 
cation of his paffion. The nobk Duke, he believed, meant 
.well, but » , 

•V A little learning was a dangerbus thing ;** 
Ajnd in nothing was it more dangerous than in the fctence of ' . 
engineering : in moft other fciences, it only expofed the indi* 
vidual to a little contempt and ridicule, which was of no great 
confequence. The only mode of defence left for the noble 
Duke's friends, was to fay, (which, perhaps, they might with 
fome truth) that he had not even a tittle learning, ^aod there* 
fpre did not come under this predicament. Half conceptions,. 
Vol. XVII. Ggg 'rude 
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nide notions, exclafive pf thfeir being expjnfive, in 'engineer- 
ing, were to the bftj^egree dangeroas and deftruftive. In 
the Ordnance Report Mr. Courtenay obferve^ that the no- 
ble Duke had complied with the amendipent which had been 
negatived, as he had feen the force and propriety of it ; and 
ihewed hoW little regard he had for a majority, who even 
voted in his favdur, when he difapproved of the principle on 
which they voted. A right honotirable gentleman (the Se- 
cretary at War) had^ with that intuitive fagacity which al- 
ways arifes from office, fuggefled the danger of giving fucli 
information as, the amendment pointed out, viz. becaufe it 
.would expofe the intended fituation of our qailitary works^ 
&c. This admirable reafon had fuch an efFedl on the Houfe, 
that the amendment was inftantly negatived ; yet the noble 
\ Duke had, in defence of the right honourable gentleman's 

idea;, explicitly complied with it, and by doing fo, neither 
treated him nor hi$ majority with great refpedl. In every 
refpeft, he was always ready to do th« noble Duke ample 
juftice. It had beetx invidioufly faid, that he was a rigid and 
aufterc reformer ; that he was fevere and unaccommodating^ 
and would never deviate the leaft from a rigid, and fometimes 
(ppprefTive ceconomy. This report, Mr* Co«r^;enay afierted, 
was injurious and ill founded ; for he coOld aflert, that the 
noble Duke had (about two years ago, in a debate in the 
Hotife of Lords) made ufe of thefe Very words : *' Great and 
*^ extenfive is the influence of the Board of Ordnance j there 
** is one borough, Queenborbugh, from which almoft every 
** veflcl in the Ordnance fervice is taken up,, merely tonaain- 
*^ tain an influence in that borough.'^ On the laft Mafter 
' »Gcncrars (Lord Townfhend) coming in, the proper officer 

was ordered to report, and give in an account of the expence 
ani employing of thefe Queenborough veflfels ; an order was 
aftually mad^ to difcharge fuch as were unnecefTary. How-* 
ever, this oeconomical plan (for very proper* feafons no doubt) 
was not adopted by the noble Duke ; and thefe yeilels were 
a&ually all retained, and unnecefl^arily employed at that mo- 
ment. The faving that would have ari fen from this, Mr* 
Courtenay could not exactly afcertain, but he believed it 
might amount to as much as all the noble Duke's favings , 
in 1785. Much pains, however, he faid, had been taken 
by the noble Duke to accoraplifli his favourite purfuits, with 
a due regard to frugality ; — the important fayings of three 
farthings on a wheelbarrow, or a fand-bag, had been fubmit- 
ted to the approbation of the Iloufe, with all the bfientatious 
pageantry of Ordnance flcconomy. The ngble Duke had like- 
wife 



v^ife found, that the5«i^ Wood made excellent. gun^^carriages* . 
and that Mr. Andrews, at Chichefter, could fUrnlfli it cheaper 
than any body .elfe. He had heard the noble Duke de<!rlare, 
tb^t the influence of the Mailer General of the Otdnance was 
great and «xt^nfive, and he Jiad, nodoubt, found it fo. With, 
regard tp ^hat he had iaid on a former occafion, and which he 
had been challenged to prove, that the plans projefled by the 
prefen^ Board would coft the nation a million and a half, or 
two niillioiis of money, before they could be'carrfed into ex- 
ecution ; he was ftill of that opinion, and was not difpofed to 
retraft it; ^and in this he had the coi^currence of feveral offi- 
cers of experience and eiliipation of the fervice. T)ie noble 
Duke had however now faid« th^t be had reduced hi^ plans to 
a faaallea: fcale ; it was, however, an expenfive redu^ion, for 
it was, in fa£k« pulling down larp-e works, on which large fuin$ 
had already been expended, to ere£t others in ttieir ftead. This 
w;^s reducing with a witnefs. • However, this inquiry, he faidj 
would, not have been ufelefs ; one benefit which it had already 
produced was, th^t it had contra£^ed the original plan, and of 
po^r^e diminiflied tliSe expence ; for the noble Duke certainly 
meant to have, executed a much more extenii ve plan^ to which; 
Mr. Coortenay faid^ he h^d allpded on a former day 4 for in- 
ftaficet.a work near the roadi which croffed theMorafs, a lit- 
tle below Grange f6rt ; "anotlier infcrted in the plan, between 
thofe prepared for Frater Lake, and the ground near Rowner 
Church i the large work near on Brevjer Down, and fomc 
others extending towards Titchfield Haven ; another on the 
Maker Line (Plymouth) on the point of land on which Hands 
the King's Brew-houfe ; as the enemy, in fpite of theworks 
on Pier Point and Mount £dgecumbe, may bombard both the 
harbour and dock-yard. But the noble Duke's Report con- 
firmed the former extenfivenefs of his* plan in the ftrongeft 
fanner: ** The eaft ward fide of Plymouth would require 
^' at leafl five confiderable forts to keep an enemy out of . 
f^ reach of bombardment, by means of fortification. This 
^xpreifion Mn Courtenay pointedly ridiculed, infifiing it 
meant that the fortifications protefted the enemy from being 
hombarded ; and this, he believed^ would be the only ufe of 
fuch conilrufted fortifications, ' r 

In conftru£ling works of this nature, and confidering their 
importance, if properly carried into execution, he was fur- . 
prized, he faid, that the noble Duke had not called to his aid 
every profeffional affiftance. The advice, not only of the en* 
ginecrs, but alfa the opinion of naval ofiicers of experience* . 
ought to have been coqfulted on every ftep that .\K4§ taken , 

G g g a. Wit\> 
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With regard to the extent of the Kncs foroc generArofficef 
of acknowledged ablKties fhould have faggefteihis ideas 01% 
the fubjedl. All this,- however, had been neglefled* He 
^, would beg leave to afk the noble Duke, if Lord Hood, Lord 
Howe, Earl Cornwallis, Sit William Draper,' or any other 
officer of experience, had beeii confuked,? If they fiiould 
tell them they had examined thofe works, and that they would 
' anfwer all the purpofes pretended ; and engineers on a corrcdl 
and accurate calculation fhould fay, they could be executed 
for the fum propofed, that would make lome alteration. But 
it was ftitl auerted, that thofe impregnable fortifications maft 
depend for their refifbnce, lipon tlie zeal, aSivity and efforts 
of the inhabittets ; in which no man bad a greater confidence 
than hehiid. But of all the inhabitants of the ifland, in which 
he had the greateft confidence,, were thofe who tiondudled the 
jiavy of the country ; it was to thofe flrenuous and undaunted 
cfibrts we owed, and always fhould owe, the profperity, the 
gteatnefs^ and the proteftioh of our country. In our reliance 
on the navy, we relied upon men of tried and known abili'* 
ties, and upon men of all parties. He knew a noble Lord in 
his eye, (Lord Mu!grave)'of whofe courage andcondufthe 
had fuch an admiration, that he profeffed a.mofl fincere wifh 
he was always employed in his prdfefEon, iand hl5 Tel* 
dom heard him fpeak without fincerely wifliing him at 
fea. Mr. Courtenay added, that his fitnation and prO«* 
perty were not fufficient to expofc'him. to any very heavy 
jncreafe, from the great additiofial biirdep of a million; 
•which was to be voted that night. The jioble Duke 
' had fuhmitted a memojr to the Houfe in the account which 

had been given of the expenditure, and it was word^ in fuch 
., * a particular manner, that it appeared to him to be fomething 
like the protefls of the other Houfe. Th^ bug-bear of inva- 
fion, and burning our dock-yards, he faid, had been alwayil 
, held out to us as a pretence for the neceffity of the extent of 
the prefent plan, and in order to induce the Hotffe to part 
with their. money eafily; but if the prodigious fexpence of 
thofe eKpenfive lines of fortification was confidered, k would 
be mudi better to run the rifk of a bombardment every year 
than fubmit to it. There were many ways in which a bom* 
bardment might be prevented from being ruinous to a dock- 
yard. The timber might be floated in the refervoir, and the 
pitch and tar^ight be funk Without injury. The hemp, in* 
deed, was the only combuflible to which that remedy could 
iiot be applied. It, however, might be cafily fecured, by be* 
fng plac0diii a bomb-proof fltuationi which in a dock-yard 

was 
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n^as eafllf formed by logs of wood smd pitcb. What would 
be thought, he faidf of the intdladls of a merchant, who, in>- 
^ead of wardioufing his goods, florifig them, fecu rely m 
liis ^lar, and locking she door^ (bould hire four or five hun- 
^«pd men to proteft them on thd wharf? He^muft (ay, that 
the cotidu^ of the prefent Mafter General was fomethtng 
.ilmiiar. To proteft the dock-yards, he would plunge the 
fiationinto an expenc^ altogether enormous, for the purpofe 
43f doing that which Would be more efFeAualiy done. by a 
third part of that eicpence. Every body knew that military 
v^orks coft much more thafi the cftimate. Were the prefent 
plans (>o be carried i^nto execution, the expence did n^t ceaf« 
then-— we moft provide for» perpetual repairs, fo that thi^, 
wifh the intereft of the money expended, wouM coft the tta- 
tion at leaft 80,000 1. annually, which was a fum not coti«- 
teitiptible even to form a finking fund for the payment of th^ 
national debt. He was glad to fee the inde^ident country 
gentlemen intereft themfeives on this occafion. He hoped 
they would all join in neprobating a meafure fo pregnant with 
mischief as this was to their countryi When they catn# 
forward, what Adminiftration would d^re to oppofe Xh^^f 
Formy part, faidhe, I an\ fo far from coiliiderihg this as 2| 
party queftion, that if the noble Duke were to abandon hit 
forti&rations to-morrow, I wopld'not be the man to fdlow 
any perfon into the breach, . I am of a timid and of an appre-^ 
henfive nature [a laugh*] He ther^ adverted to the pitiful 
faving^ of the State, who. While they were lavifliing with a 
profufe hand the public treafure, on the iitoft v^in, idle ;aiut 
abfunl projefts, had Tent many brave and deferviog officers to 
bide their. 'heads in country villages, and to fpend the re^ 
maindep of their days in indigence and obfcurity. It had 
been faid> that the propriety of the projeAed fortifications 
had been approved of by a committee of engineers. With- 
out meaning to throw any fligma on any part of a corp$, for 
whom he profefled the higheft regard, he muft thint that their 
approbatioti would be i^ fome degree partial. He had heard 
that their oJHnion had not been unaniit^ous, it was faid there 
was a divifion ; but this the noble Duke had not thought 
proper to mention He would beg leave to a(k the npblc? 
Duke, if Colonel Debbeig had been cohfuhed ? and furely 
there was not a man in the kingdom, hay even in Europe, 
more capable of giving every information on the fubje<a. He? 
knew likewife many other officers of high rank and reputa- 
tion, of whom not a fingle queAion had been afked* How 
would the noble Duke reconcile thrs to his ardent defire of 

promoting 
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•promoting the wclfar/C of thenition? Jnftead bf rejefling 
or negie£ting the advice of profeffional men in a matter of 
fuch magnitttdey he ought to have courted their counfel with 
avidity, and fubinitted to correSion when he was wioog* 
Mr« Cqurteiuiy then called on the Mmifter to a£): up to his re» 
peated declarations and profeflion$; adding, that it was not 
that inferior, fubordinatc fpecies of oeconomy, which might 
'furntfh materials for a fpeech that would be of efiential be- 
nefit. We were not in a iituation to take wprds for things. 
The' credit, the honour, the reputation of the Minifter, de* 
-pen'ded upon that night's decifion^ . Did the Mailer General 
mean to terrify them into voting a million of mone^ through 
tbeichimetical dread of a ridiculous bombardment, or the de« 
ftruaipn of their dock-yards? He a£led like a fortune-tcl- 
ier» who ibretels a calarotty, and then thinks he has a right to 
our money for his prcdi^ion. Aiid indeed, he.muft {^jy the 
Soard of Ordfiftnce concluded their Report by a mou irre- 
concileable piece of burlefque, making an apology for giving 
fo much information ; for as they, depended on the Minifter^s 
getting the dflimate voted^ they thought it would be more 
difficult to prevail oil the Houfe to do fo^ after giving fuch' 
information, than without it ; and therefore very bandfomely 
made ah apology for their imprudencie* 

For his .pafty he was of opioiop^ and he did by no means 
rely on his own judgement; that if the old works projected by . 
General Conway were put in Jippalr, it would anfwer every " 
eilential purpofe for the prote<!^on :of the dock-yard* Be* 
fides, were the extend ve lines of fojjtifiqation tfaat^ere now 
projedledby the noble Duke to be.lipiflied, he would pledge 
bimfelf to theHoufe to prove their ineflicacyy^and that they 
were by no means calculated for the purpofes they were in* 
tended for.. He thought the Houfe, before they granted fuch 
large fums, ought to be fatisfied o£ thp propriety of their ap* 
' plication. He concluded with givi|»g his hearty aflent to the 
motion of re-commitment. . . 

Col. Barre. G}lon^l Barre, rofe to fpeak for the firft time ilnce he had 
been deprived of fight, ' The Colonel began with compli- 
menting the country gentlemen p^ the high honoi^r they had 
done themfelves^ by taking up this fubjedl; as they had done. 
Hefaid^ the fubje^ was one of . the mpft ferious and impor- 
' tant that had ever been agitated .witt^jn thofe w^lls. It re- 
quired, therefore, great confideratiop. In order to lead the 
Houfe to a due profpedk of it, he faid^ he would Hate from 
memory, for he had now, God knew> no other ailiftance^ 
what had been tlie fums voted for th^ ordnance at diSerent 

period; 
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periods of bur biftory. He cited the year after the treaty 
of Aix la Chapcllc; the year 1763, after the treaty of 
Paris; and the years 1783 and 1784, comparing the amounts , 
of the grants for the Ordnance Ejftimates at «*aich period. He 
ihewed, that it had arifen from 70,000!. to 1 10,000 1. an4 
115,000!; and that during the late war, the Houfe in one 
year voted 1,600,000 !• for that fervice. In 1784, 600,000!, 
wasthefum granted, and this year Parliament warciiled up- 
on' for fo much more. He reprobated the doilrine that Mr. 
Luttnell had held, that we could not, in cafe of a new war^ 
fend more than one hundred fail to lea. . He ftated the num- 
bers of feamen borne and muftered at different periods of our 
late wars, and faid, if they were fo imprudent as to lavtifa 
away an^ wafte the finews of war in time of peace, probably 
they might not be able to fend a refpe<9ab1e navy to "fea in 
cafe of a rupture, rie trufted, however/that the Minifter, 
vvhom he knew to be an honcft man, would prevent any fiicb 
pernicious abufe from prevailing, and would not let ilip tlie 
moment of peace, the fitted of all mjoments, to look to the 
fituationof the country, the fituation of its finance, and its 
comparative flate relatively confidered with other countries. 
He denied that it was fair to .put the cafe, as if Great firitam 
was again to have France, and Spain and Holland at once ;it 
war with her, and at the fame time to be wafting her fleets 
and armies on a ruinous war, carried on at three thouiand 
miles di (lance. He faid, he confidered what had lately hap- 
pened as a concuffion of nature, provoked, in a great mea- 
fure, by our own folly, but not very likely to happen again. 
Let us look at the more probable evem, viz. that of France 
and Spain joining againil us ; for Holland, he did not believe, 
would take the fea as our enemy of a fuddeo. Let us then view 
our navy and that of the Houfe of Bourbon, Put the cafe, that . . 
France and Spain had 120 fail, Great Britain only one hun- 
dred. A combined fleet had a radical defeft in it, dpecialty^ 
a combined fleet of two powers, naturally odious to each^ ^ 

other. The circumftance of its fighting under two captains, 
inftead of one^ was> always a capital inconvenience. Thefe 
circumfl,ances confidered, was there a. man who would hefi- 
tate on which fide he would make his ele£bion, the fleet of 
o ne hundred (ail, or that of an hundred and twenty ? France, 
t was true, was a fortified country. Why ? Becaufe. her 
kingdom lay within the reach of the ailive maritime foe* 
France, therefore, did wifely to fortify, but in our more com-, 
pad infular fituation, we fhould be madmen to follow tlie ex- • 
ample,' It had been, well faid by a modern author^ Praije was 
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the daughttr of prefeM- p&taer. He wondered noty tfierejbre^ at 
the encomhims he had heard that day. The corps of engt* 
neers was an improtededj negledled, opprefied coxpr: thejf 
were under the neceffity. of according with the optnioos df 
their principal, for if they gave dieir bontft ^nd fincere opt* 
niofis^ perhaps they would lofe th^ir bread. He eotjered int9 
a difcuffidn of the pay of the officers. A foil colonel, he 
faidy had no more than eighteen fhillings a day* and nine Ail- 
r lings addition, when on actual duty ; whereas all other colo^ 
fiels had more. A colonel in the Engineers alio was obliged 
to have a fort of eflaUifhment of hiS' own about ^ himi tbat 
was attended with more expence than the colonels in die re« 
gulars, who could- live with each other in xbefs. He fpektt 
iikewife of the ArtiUery, and faid, for thenoble Duke at the 
head of the Ordnance to point his economy at the corps of 
Engineers and Artillery was an ill-advifed meafure* Thofo 
corps were the only part of the army founded in fcience, icieo* 
tificaily brought up, and profeiiionally learned. They ought 
therefore to be encouraged as much as poffible, to be diftri- 
buted through tlie army, to make fcience fpread, and not to 
be harrafied by new ana diftrefling arrangements. With re«* 
gard to the plan of fortifications propofed, it was a quefiion 
on which the right honourable gentleman at the head of tho 
Treafury was as competent to form jodsement as aily man ; 
it was a queftion of Aate, and, as a flatefman, it was his 
duty to decide upon it.; Let the right honourable gentleman 
therefore do what was proper. vLet him look back to our 
hiftory, and fee what Queen Elizabeth did for the fafbty of 
her kingdom, when an invaiion was threatened ; tbourii (he 
bad ^ Raleigh, in her fervice, and other great, able, and aiilin* 
guifhed officers, ihe trufted not to the advice of aiiy one of 
them, but profited by the coUefted wiidom of her narai and 
military fervants, and convened a meeting of the moft expe* 
rienced and renowned, and bade them prepare a plan adapted 
to the danger of the crifis. Let the right honourable gentle- 
man follow the precedent with regard to the propofed fortifi-^ 
cations. Let him not trufl the determination (if its propriety 
in any fingle hands. Let him refer it to fome of the aUeft 
officers w^ had, both naval and milttary, and let their rqiorts, 
after due difcuffion and inveftigation, be con^dered as an an- 
thority fafe for tl)at Houfe to rely on. Of all times this was 
the mofl fit for the invellieation of fuch a queftion, ii^ile 
our officers were green in the recolleAion of aftive fenrke, 
. ;ind before they had lived in that fea^ of luxury and oafe, 
k>ng enough to fiorget all they knew. It waa a ^eflioii o( 
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gteat niiSbfuk iti)t>oManc^, and not to t)e trufled ioklf e^fkh 
t6 iht tcftpi tX ^ng^neeri. The Cdhtitl enumerated thft 
TfHiA^ti Gericfral of (he OiPdnance i^rotti thef titht of Lor4 
JLt^/ifkiiPf I^Mdihg ift the Board fill thb r^figtiat!6fl of iht 
lite Mnitefr Gtoeral, Lord Townffttod . They were, h^ faid, 
IBWi of great bfavery, great knowledge, and great expetience^ ' 
tinA no 6ti€ of thetn ftood htgher in cbarader than Lori. 
ToWnfiieivd. No man had fought for fervice, and courted it 
in &rery i^»tet 6f the globe, more ardentljr ; nor had any 
xikm, he'^rmly helieved, coAie out of office #iffi eleaher 
ff-ands', of' a rnbrefuhimpeachable integrity. Could'the nobfe 
Dbk^, ther ^refeht Mitfter General^ iiate himfelf to iisv6 com- 
itaanded armiet» and led< them on to vidotj ? If he could 
nolf hiive'ftaied himfelf t6 have ftood ren^rkably diftihghiflied 
by hi^ fetvice and his ekperienee, with all his refpe£t for hiis. 
^at! tillftAts and known bonouf, he muil excufe him, if he( 
ifbntended that a plan of (b important a nature ought to bb 
d^idM by tihe eoUe6ted WiTdom of men of experienced aMIB- 
tier, and trkd and long fervice, Hepaid the Minifters many 
* t6ni)^imentf ; he faid, the right honottrable gentleman Wa^ 
fortHyirtg Where he ought to fortify^ and he deferved the 
tTtilniii^ c? hii country ror the fortificatt6ns he was employed 
ini He was fortifying the empire, by his endeavours to knii 
ttttddraw together the remaining parts of it. He was fortr- 
*f ying it, Ky rootmg out the abules of office, and more efpe^- 
«iaUy by fcouring the Channel of our worft foe^ the fmu^ 
gler, who defraud the revenue, injured the fair tradei^, am 
carries the current coin of the kingddm out of it. There 
wire trtiB fortifications, wifely prOJeSed, and built Op a firrfi 
baiis. An honourable gentleman, he obferved, had aiked him 
if he knew Colonel De&eig? He knew him well, knew hi^ 
^orth, khew him to be honeft, and he wasforry to add, knew 
him t&be oppre^d. 

Oene^I- Burg&^m fpoke againft the enormous plan of fbtf?- Genenl 
fidatlotts'propoied, and reprobated thens in thtir printiple a^ Bwioyn^ 
Wdlasd^ail. 

. Ml*. Chancellor Prif/ defired the Houfe to recoiled, thatMf.Cbm- 
the tttttdii pfopoferf by* the motion, was not that which t^oul'd ««^^«» P*«*** 
lead %6 the objea in vieii^. The referring the prelfent Report 
to'iht Committee i^otild give no opportunity tot thd difcuf-^ 
£on of thi^fubjeft, which was in the contemplation of th6(b " 
g^htAhneh who had fpoken to it, becaufe fuch reference td 
thi^ Cotthiitt^ could only bring on a qu^ftion, with renrird 
to <her eftftriaterffer theiftefcht year, contahied itt* that Kf^- 
I^rt, which were by no means obje£led to. He faid^ that 
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there had been jOjpooU gfant«dhft year, Sot ^ purpofe c^ 
the fortiiicatiqQs,' whicU ha^;not yet been tou<^d* and he 
ihould be extreg^ejiy. willing that tb^t.fum ihould ly^ by until 
Parliapnent fliould have full time to, come to an .opinion with 
regard to the expepding^ o£.it ifi.the manner it. was firft in- 
tended. He f^^ould be foirrj^-.t^fee a queftion of this nature 
take t^e turn wbiph bad beea^empted to be giyen tp it , fome 
gentlfn^[hayiQg.^^^eavo^j|;q4:to ihew in what peaces andJiy 
what m.eans. our poits and d^ck-yaids wer^ meft vulnerable; 
and, he hope^y w^uld f(^rve<a«a:Caution ,t{o gentlera^ how 
they prefled a fubjc^ o£ thiS;Con£dential natju^e.too far, as 
thqy might fee frop; that ni;gbt'&.fiehate,}that a fppcics of in- 
formation might l^Qj^eliyered, vi^hich^ .^t the fame time that it 
, .cpuld give the H9yfe no ujeful .light, jCpig^it yf( in.aoother 

pl^ce effei^oaily ppen.tl^e^yes^of; ^^^ who ought to Iks kept 
in ignorance! He pbferyed, .tjiiatrtbe /dopbt fumj;efted was 
fuch as invojivq^ .^}>?. two mofliinportant interefls of this coun- 
try; the one relati^d to our ability in point of finance, and 
certainly, confidcuing the depreifed ftate of q^r revenue, if 
.ought well to be co^dered how far any expence which we 
* might incut; was confiftent with our iltuation and ability to 

afford; and.thefecpnd regarded pur marine, a part of our 
policy, if poffibie, as eflential as that of our Tteafury. He 
apprehended there would be twaneqeffary conilderations' oa 
the fubjefl: ; one, whether the propcjfed fyftem of vfortificai- 
tion was abfolutely neceffary or not } the other, whether it 
^buld be (done in a cheaper manner than that which it had 
been eftimated at, , He by all means approved of the idea 
which had been thrown out, that a more folemn and more 
general opinion fhould be taken on the fubjedi of fortifications 
than that of the Board of Ordnance, and faid, he Ihould be 
very willing tP cpnfent that a reftraint fhould be put on the 

. expenditure of the money already granted for that purpofe, 
until Parliament fhould .be fatisfied from ^he report of perfons 
in the firft ranks of the feveral military depa^rtments, how far 
the objeft in view was worthy of the expence ^ for he ob- 

, lerved, ihat if ^he fortifications were fpuqd to be.necejQary to- 
. , wards the prefery^tion and fafety.of pur navy, it would be 
impolitic to hefiiate^talmoft any expence that could poffibly 
*^be afforded towards the promotioiVof the.fecurity of that 
great and only national bulwark. And here he phferved. 
,that, for the prefervatiqn of the Britifh charafler, he ihould 
he heartily forry ever to fee an i^ea become prcv4ent,in this 
country la favpur of defence by fortification. He faid, that 

. .. / he 



he had fdt pain at the refleftions thrown out in the cotirfe of 
the debate againft the noble Duke at the head of tfie Ord- 
nance. It had been aiked, had he ever commanded in chief ? 
Had he ever led an army to riStory i Infhort, had he any 
prai£lical experience i^ -Yes, he was bold to fay, the noble 
Dake had praAical experience 5 for tMough he had neVer 
commanded an army, nor led one on to ri^ory, ytv he had 
ferved under and lived in habits of intimacy and confidence 
with many of the firft military charadlers of the prefent -age; 
;ind be0des, had not only fpent a cohfiderable time in the ar-' 
my, in a&ual fervtce, but had alfo travelled through coun-^ 
tries, wbofe fituation had peculiarly attached them to thi^ 
mode of deience, where the noble t)uke had made the pHn-* 
ciples and pnrftice 4>f it his particular ftudy ; and nothing 
appeared to him more certain than this, thiat if a late war, in 
which we were engaged, had not been of fuch a nature as 
precluded the nobl6 I>]ke from taking any command in it, 
conilAent with the political principles he profeiled^ that lie 
would before now have commanded armies, and more than' 
probably have led them to great and glorious vi£lories.' He * 
aoimadverted on what had fallen from Cold^nei Barre with 
feverity, and concluded with declaring, that he placed the 
utmofl confidence in the Duke's abilities as well as integrity, 
and was fenfible thiit the Public would never fuffer under his 
adminiftration of the Ordnance. 

. Mu Bajiwrd faid, nothing could be more fair than. the* Hf.Bailard 
propofab to examine General Officers on the bufmefsi'and 
iaid^ that if Mr. Pitt would agree that fuch inquiry might 
take place, he would withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Chancellor Vitt agreed, and the motion was with^ Mr. Chan. 
drawn, and the qtieftion of Supply pMt oflF to a future day^ "^^°' P*"' 



' TuefJc^y'Marcb 15. 

The order of the day being moved for going Into ^ com* 
mittee for taking into confi deration fo much of His Majefty's 
fpeech as related to the Irilh trade, ' 

Mr. Ed^n thought it neceflary to fiate to the Houfe the Mr. Idena 
purpofes for which he moved for the attendance of the Com-^ 
mifiioners of Cuftoms and Commiflioners of Excife^ together 
with the motives which induced him to it, previous to going 
into their examination. Since their firft introduflion, he had 
paid the ftri^eft attention to the proportions which were 
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f\ovb49fore theHonjl^, ai^d wliat principally oceiinfed to him 
;ats one of the leading i'l^^vltits^ ^^ th^ iiibjeft of the fifth 
propofitiop. The naore tic cpnfidered it, the more its difiU 
i9ulty i|icrej(ired ip hi^ mind; if eountervaiUng duties «w€r« to 
^ake up here ^n the ionportatioriy^forthe ioeqoality of excife 
duties b^l^reen fiiis country aod Irelapd— rto do this, would 
}es4 ip^o io intricate d detail of particulars as would never 
admit qf any order or preclfe regulatioo. And allpwiiigtfaat 
the duties on thf import here would be equal to the ^ necHe in* 
tKn^ d^|;y which the people of this country «re fubjefilO} 
on tb^ hare iirtiple of importation ^^re wer^ (b many cotla- 
|)srsd q^yaptages poflefled in that country,' in the cheapn^ of 
laboi^r, 9pd fbe phi9apnefs of the materials for maiiiifii£birest 
;is copl4 not come within any regulations. There vere alfo 
tto be cpnfifler^d the compound duties paid in this country, as 
well in th^ rav piptten^ls as in manutaiftiires, when finiftied. 
The inconfiderable duties to which Ireland waii^objed in thst 
/ unpor^tipn. of the raw materials, would give them the ad» 
yantage iir our ipaffcet, eVen after thj^ countervailing dutiee 
• on the importatiop had brm paid. ' For inilance, in the at* 
l^cie of lilk mannfaAure ; tbofe duties, which amounted ta 
no more than fifteen pence op importation of the raw male* 
y rials in Ireland, were not lefs than fii^ fliillings in this conn- 
try. Copse^^ing this with the cheapnefs of labour, caadlesy 
apd materials for carrying oo the inanufaAure, it would gtv|» 
. the Iriih dealer the aovaittage of pouring in thefe articles on 
ifS, in^nitely moTP reaiboable with regard to terms, diaa ws 
fcpuld n)^)ce thei?^. ourfelves. In tim prefent (late of diis 
country it was matter of no fmall magnitude to remit them 
.<erta)p f^yjenues, which our exeife duties purodmsedj for th^ 
. uncertain and pre^ari^^s ones oi import duties. - It waa a 
^* fubjeft on which every mode of information . fhould be 

adopted, when fo much depended on the refult of the mea- 
fures. There were f}K articlei^ on which excife amounted in 
this country to one million and a ifro^ annually.: he meant the 
^nicl^ef qf johacjco, (o^ii>, fwg^f, gfefs, ftU, and leather) all of 
which tho(i^pfopQ(ition$ yi^^uld put in $he power of Ireland to 
lupply us with. It remained tbep Iqr coniideratioa^ wbedier 
, on a ftip{>oficioo that no ptheir oh)e£iion layi itwould be pm- 

<^ent to riik fo important apd fj^rtain a part of our i^venne^ 
fpr the precarip^^ return pf thofe conntervaiiing duties. 
There were maa]r other articles on if?bich the very exiftence 
jpf our revenues ip ?- gr^at meffure depended,^ which ^ere 
endapg^red by this fyft^fp; and which this country ihould be 

attentive 
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attentive to, viz. The importation of fpintuous liquors into 
this country from Ireland. Soi^e gentlemen might fuppofe 
him to* point to a^langer very remote^ when he Ihould ex<« 
prefshLft apprehenfions with regard to tea; and yet a little re-* 
fleAion would (hew that fears on this fubje£t were not enter* 
taincd without foundation. The period was not now very 
diftant^when the Company^s charter fhould expire, and un-f 
der thefe refoluttons there certainly remained no power in this 
country to.renewit with the fame, or indeed any exclufive 
privileges. The difpofition which was already manifeftcd 
' m Ireland to avail themfelves of the advantages of the Ori-« 
entat trade, would fhew, that on fuch an event they would 
not be induced to refign their pretenfions. It was yet " 
-frefh in the recoUeAion of this Hoafe and the country, what 
- fibvere meafures were taken to prevent fmuggling in this coua* 
try ; and in this very article of tea, a commutation had been 
made, which muft operate as a permanent land-tax in this 
country ; and it was' furely worth while to refle£l: a litt)e, 
whether this fyftem now before the Houfe wouldf not neceffi* 
tate them to commute allnheir excife revenue for other 
land-taxes, i^ order to provide againft unavoidable defalca^ 
tions, as well as. abufes. For this purpofe he thought 
it was neither tight nor idle to, call in the advice of people 
moft converfant in either part of the revenue, to give the 
Houfe every requiiite information on points of fo much im* 
portance, 

Mr* Chancellor PiV/ admitted the poifibiiity, and even dan« Mr. Ciisn- 
ger, of Ireland taking advantage of forac parts of what be- «"<>' W^^ 
longed to the fifth refolution; but contended, that the only ' 

way of forming a juft opinion, would be by balancing every 
* advantage which fhould appear to weigh on both fides of the 
queftion. He faid, that fhould the Houfe agree in the dan- 
ger to which the manufaflures of this Country would be ex- 
pofed by importation of articles of Irifh manufafture ; by 
omitting the laft fentence in the fifth refolution, the obje£lioa 
would be in a great meafure done away. With regard to the' 
danger with which the revenue w^^ fuppofed to be threatened^ 
a^d to fubflantiate which, the gentlemen who now waited on 
the otttfide the bar had been called ; it would remain for the 
Houfe to exercife. their judgements when the examination 
^ould be concluded. When he made that declaration in the 
Houfe, about which fo much had been faid, that the fpecific 
jHsfolntions were included in the general propofitions, it could 

not 
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not be fuppofed tliat he meant abfolately, and lii every mi- 
nute particular to confioe the Houfc to every fentence of it ; 
He meant inviolably to preferve the fubftance of it; bot^tbe 
change >»hi(ih he propofed in omitting a palTage ih the fifth 
refolution, would be no infra£lion of the fpirit of the propo- 
iitionSy as not being eifentiai to the principle on which they 
, were founded. 

Mr. FojCj after remarking on the right honourable geo tie- 
man's admiffion of the danger pointed out by his .honourable 
friend^ claimed his attention to the claufe propofed to be 
omitted, which, befaid, however the right honourable gen - 
tleman might think of it, who had fo wonderful a dexterity 
in differing, occafionatly with the interpretation generally 
given to thefc propofitions on the other fide of the water, was 
certainly confidered as a material part of the refolution in 
Ireland. This, indeed, wasplain from his own words, that, 
even in his mind, it was of confiderable importance, lefe why 
prop6fe;to change itj when objections and difficulties had ocv 
curred. jFor his ])art, he had not penetration fufficient to 
underftand the- refined difiin£tions now made by the right 
konoim-able gentleman. He could not conceive how a ciaufe 
&ould be of the ff>irit 2Lnd fuSjiance of a reiblution, and jec 
no way efjintial to its principles, 

t Mr. Chancellor Pitt explained, by faying, that what he 
propofed to be omitted, was not averfe to the general mean* 
ing and fpirit of the propofitions, nor was it fo eifentiai to the 
principle as to be necefiary to be retained. In mentioning 
the fpirit and fubftance, he never meant that it fhould extepd 
to the literal words of any refolution. 

Mr. Eden and Mr. Jenkinfon faid a few words ; after which 
the Commifiioners of Cuftoms and Excife, who bad been or^ 
dered to attend, were called in ; and Mr. Eden requefted 
tlvey might be aiked, whether they had feen and confidered 
Mr. Ord*s propofitions to the Houfe of Commons of the, 
lath of February; Anfwer: We have feen them curibrlly 
in newfpapers, but did not confider them with any delibera* 
Vion, or ofiidally, as a board. 

• Mr. Eden "was proceeding to put another queftion, when 
Mr. ChanceHot Pm moved that the Comroiffioncts with- 
draw; which being; done, he remarked, that. as they had 
profeifed themfdves to have fornted no opinion, it was in vain 
to alk them "^hy. farther queilions as a board. He would 
therefore propofe that gentlemen would feleift tkree^whom 

thejr 
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they thought moft intelligent, and draw what information 
they intended from them. , 

Mr. Alderman IVatfon could not approve pf taking the Mr. Aid. 
opinions of any of the gentlemen feverally, fome of them not Watfon. 
having been more than one month members of the board. H4 
would rather propofe, that the buiinefs ftiould be referred to 
fhem officially » as a board, and their report taken on it afcer-p 
Wards. 

Mr. Rix perceived that any information to be drawn frofn Mr.i«]g«^ 
tfa^m at prefent muft be. in a great meafure nugatory, as they^ 
were unprepared to anfwer officially, or deliberately on the 
fubjeft. He was, however, entirely of opinion that their 
advice and opinions fliould ilill be reforted to; not with in- 
tention that any fuch opinion fhoqld be conclufive, but that, , .. . . ^ 
with other arguments, ihey may have, their weight with, the . ... .i 
Houfe. He was not fure that the mode propofed by thi . 
worthy magiftrate would be fufficiently regular and proper j 
but the manner propofed by the right honourable gentlemaa 
was fuch as he could by no means agree to. He fubmitted 
whether it would not be proper to propofe to the Commif^ 
iioners certain qucftions, which they,, after due deliberation, 
ihould form their opinions on, and come to the Houfe pre* 
pared to give an anfwer. By this means, any thing which 
jhould appear obfcure in their meaning, might be explained 
by interrogatories. 

Mr. Dundas had forefeen that no information -could be Mr, Dua- 
gained by demanding the attendance of thofe Commiffioners, *^*'* 
though he did not wifh to oppoTe the motion made for that 
purpofe. He was equally confident that no advantage could 
refult from the manner now propofed, for the buiineis of the 
Board of Excife was not to confider of laws that were to be 
made, but to obey and execute thofe which had already been 
ena£led. The fame was faid of the Board of Cuftoms. 
However, if gentlemen explained the queftion which they 
intended to refer to the Board, he would withhold any oppo* 
iition to the motion. 

Mr. Marjham recommended to the right honourable gen- Mr, Mw 
tieman, before he made fuch aiTertions as thofe againft the ^^^* 
BoardT of Cuftoms, to appeal to the right honourable gentle* 
man i^ear him, or any other Minifter who was converfant in 
finances, and he would find that nothing was more ufual than 
to confult that Board before new taxes h^d been propofed. 
•When the revenues of the country were fo much concerned, 
*and the certainty of 1,500,000!. thrown away, which annu- 
ally 
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dly arofe from thcExcrfe duties,, merely in cxpeftation of an 

* . uncertain, precarious benefit from countervailing duties^ it 

was the bofincls of every member of Parliament to take C9jt 

that the lapdcd pEroperty of the kingdom would not be obliged 

to pay at laft. ^ To obtain iqformation and fatxsfadion on 

this point, he for one would put in his claim to receive that 

information which he coniidered thcfe Boards fo capable' of 

giving. 

|«r.Duft«to Mr. DunJas acknowledged, that fomctimes the Commit 

fioners were confultcd when taxes were propofed ; but this 

queflion was quite of another dcfcrtptlon, arHing folely froqd 

political coniiderations. 

The Lor4 " ' The Lord Advocate of Scotland (Mr. }• Campbell) fpokc in 

Advocate of a very low tone of voice under the gallery, which prevented 

-l^otUad, ||g fj,Qj^ hearing more of his fpejjch, than that he mtntioned 

the petitions prefented againft thofe proportions from Scot* 

land, which, he faid, were haftily drawa up, but fie hoped 

the ^pprehcofions entertained on thje fubjeft would ihortly 

eJeafe. , 

After various amendusents proppied and adopted in the in* 
ftruAions to the refpe£tive*Boards, the Commiflioners of the 
Board of Cuftoms were called in, when Mi'. Gilbert tofd 
them from the chiir, that he was inftrufted by the Committee 
to infori;n them, that they wer^ to take into their coniidera* 
tion the following queftion, and be ready to deliver their an- 
fwer and opinions on them to the beil of their judgement and 
information when they ihould be caSed upon again to appear 
before the Houfe. 

Question. 

Whether the Refolutions of the Irifh Parliament of the 
iath of Fcbruarv, if carried into execution, arc likely to 
afFe£t the execution of the laws of the Board of Ct)ftoms for 
the proteftjon of trade in the collcftion of their revenues, 
and in what manner ? And alifo whether > thefe refolutions 
would make any alterations with refpe^l: to the duties, draw- 
backs, bounties, and prohibitions on the trade anjd mannfac^ 
turcs of this kingdom. 
X The fame^'direAions, with the alteratiop of names, were 

given to the CommiflioAers of the Board of Excife. 

At their requeft it was afterwards ordered that tb^y ftduM 
have axithentic copies of the Irifh Refolutions, and ht aN 
lowed to give in their anfwcr in Writing. 

After they withdrew, Mr. Gilbert reporteda f^grefi^ and 
alked leave to fit again to-morrow. The Hoim adjoumei 
at a little after nine o^clock. 

fFedneflay^ 
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Wtdnefdw^ March 16* 

Mr. Staukj informed the Houfe, that the petition which W'. St«* 
then lay at his feet, (for it was too heavy for him to carry in '^ 
Ills hand) had been tranfmitted to him, with dire^ions that 
He fliould prefent it to the Hoafe : it was (igned by eightf 
//&^tf/^»// manufadurers, in different parts of the county that 
he -had the honour to reprefent (Lancafhire :) they com- 
plained of the tax impofed iaft year on the fufiian and, other 
cotton manufaflures, as ^bfolute\y ruinous to their trade ; 
and of the introduftion of excife officers into their ho'ufes \ 
they ftated, that without any benefit to the revenue, this tar ^ 

would fubje£l their manufafiures to full eight per qent. on the 
exportation, which would necefiarily deprive them of the 
xnarkers that they aftually had, and drive their workmen to 
the neceffity of emigrating to other countries. They added^ 
that the admiffion of Irifh JFuftians and cottons into England^ 
was all that was wanting completely ta annihilate the cotton 
trade of this country, by which fo many thoufands of indufs 
trious and ufeful fubjeds got their bread. After having read 
the fubftance of the petition, Mr. Stanley moved for leave 
to bring it up. The motion pafled without oppofition; and 
the petition having been accordingly delivered to thcf clerk^ 
and read by him, Mr. Stanley moved, that it fhould ^be re- 
ferred on Monday next to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that a petition of fo very ferious Mr.Clian-' 
a nature, and conveying the fentiments of fo very numerous •^•^®' '*"^* 
a body of men, called for the moft ferious attention of the 
Houfe, and ought to be taken into coqfideration as eariy a^ 
pofGble* If the allegations contained in the petition, or any- 
thing like them, could be fubflantiated in evidence^ he was free 
to fay, that the tax complained of ought immediately to be 
repealed ; and if he was fatisfied that there were juftgroundsi 
for the complaints, he would himfelf be the firil man to move ' 
for a repeal of the law by which this tax was impofed* He 
did not, however, think the tendency of the tax fo dangeroug 
or ruinous as the petitioners apprehended it to be : before 
he took the liberty to propofe it to Parliament^ he eonfulted 
with fome of the moft eminent manufaAurers in the cotton 
branch..; and they were fo far from thinking the tax deftruc-*; 
tive, that it was propofed with their full confent. It might : 
be faid^ indeed, that thefe perfons^ of whom he was.fp&akifig^ 

Vol. XVIL - I i i iad 
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had not been authorized by the other mahufaflurers to give 
their alTent to the tax : this he noW believed to be the cafe ; 
but he did not know that laft year ; bvit withoat knowing it^ 
he would have thought hin^felf- juftifiable in propofing a tax^ 
t& which a number of the moft.refpedkable aoid opulent ma*^ 
nufadurers, afiing as private individuals, and not as depii«r 
tresy could not, or did not, ftart any o^jeAion, Nor, indeed^ 
did it appear from the petition, that the complaints were di* 
re£^ed lb much aginfl the tax itfelf, as the mode of colleAing 
,. k; and therefore a modification of the coUefiion, fhould any 
alteration at all be thought neceiTaj-y,' might anfwer aUthA 
purpofes of the petition. Hia objeftion did notga to the pe«* 
tition itfelf, but to the particular day on which tike honourable 
member wifhed to have it taken into coniideration. For his 
own party though he was extremely defirous that' the Hooiib 
V fliould go into a. minute inquiry into the alfa^tionsof the 

* petition, he wi&ed that the butiinx^fs of thee Irith adjnfiflieiit 
ihould not be interrupted, and tJtiat the honourable gentlemaa 
would fix upon ibme other day rather than Monday next. 

Mr. Stan- Mr* Stanley rejoicied that the right honouraBk member had 

^^^' gone fo far as to declare, that i£ the allegations contained ia 

ihe petition, or aqy thicig like them, 'could be fobfiamtiatediA 
evidence, the tax ought not to be fnfFered to exift ; for if 
his inforniatioa was true, the aUegatiions were^ he was fonry 
to. fay it» but too well founded. The effects of the tax hsKl 
been already found fp ruinous, xhfsix the eapitai manufaftwers 
were difchapging their men, as faftasthe latter brought home 
their work. However, as the right bonotirable gentlenaii 
feemed to wifh that a mor^e diilai^ day than Monday next 
Ifaould be fixed' upon for taking, the ps tition into confideva* 
tion, he felt himfelf didpoied tor gratify him* on that head^ 
provided it were before the Eafter rece&ir— Wbilft MjF* Stan^p* 
ley and Mr. Pitt were confolting about tha day, ' 

Mr. Fox, Mr. Fox propofed Monday, ajid^ fUted his teafiin^ For 
his party tboogh the bofinefs of the petition was not ib con» 
nefied with the Iriilx adjnftmeat, btn that it naight be con<* 
fidered apart, he was of opinion that tlbft HqoA inight tode- 
ckire its femicnents ietativ(e.to the altegadonx 6i fis imme^ a 
body of petii^nera, before xht Irifli- bufinefr i^:^ bfought to 

^ a final determiaa;tion ; as geatleoien wonU be better able txn 

pronounce xt^tn^' the: latter^ when they fhoold have tfaorottgMy 

exaimined the former* The benefit of pf eviousexs^minauoa 

vgnld be cafily feen, on preference to ijhe fiftjtlsiik Vtoy^^ ' 

- ' . , . ,* fitito. 
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ifitian, which faid, that when therie was an internal, duty on 
, the manufa£tare of one country, a duty might be laid on the 
mportation of that by the other to countervail the former. 
It was at this tAoment inspoffiWc for the Houfe to afcertain 
whether the complaints of the petitioners arofe from the tat 
irfelf, or from the manner of colleftingii; if they arofe 
■ merely from the mode of coHefting, then the duty on Irifh 
cottons imported muft take place. But this difiiculty couldl 
not be removed, or even cleared tip, without a thorough in* 
Vfftigation; and therefore he contended, that tthe Houfc 
ought to take this petition into confideration before it pro« 
ceeded to pafs a final judgement on the Iriih proportions, ' 
By a due confideration of the allegation^ of the petitioners^ 
many of the objcftions to the fifth Irifh Pfopdfitions wotrtd 
be either removed, or placed in a ftronger p6int of view. 

Mr# Chancellor P/// Aill perfevercd in his opinion, that Mr. Chiii, 
Monday next would not.be the propcrefk day for taking the wUprPitt. 
petition into confideration ;virt the fame time he would con- 
fent that it fliould ftand for that day, jDi^vided the honoura- 
ble gentleman would, on his part, confent to put it off after- 
wards to fome other day, if the examinations, &c. relative to 
the Irifh aiFairs fliould not be concluded before that dily. He 
did riot know that the Houfe could come to any dccifion ori 
Iriih Propofitions before the holidays ; be was willing; to give 
time for inquiry into the grounds of the petitions that likd 
been already prefented in oppofition to them ; and for the 
|)refenting of othtrs, which he undcrftood were to be pre- 
fented ; but when gentlemen talked of a recefs, he hoped 
no man looked for a hn^ one, but that all would fee the 
propriety of allowing the fliortcft that could pofljbly bd 
given. 

Mr. Stanley was of opinion, that the evils of which t^* pe- Mr.Staa- 
titioners complained were of fo prefBng and alarmiiig ^ nature, ley* 
that the Houfe ought to inquire into the fouhdatiort of th^ni 
without the lead delay. As he had faid before, the manufac- 
turers, .unwilling to fubmit any longer to the hardfhips arifing 
from a burdenfome tax, and from a ftiU more burdenfome 
mode of collefting it, had refolveil t6 difcharge their work- 
men .as they brought borne their work : this had already been 
done to ;i gteat degree; and fo numerous was the body of 
men thus thrown out of employ, that they #ere beggjn^ 
through the fire^ts in crbuds, livmg only ort the bounty aiia 
fubfcriptions of their opuletit fallow citizens, t^ho were thus 
oblige to tax thetnfelves very high in order to prevent th» 

I i i 2 ' rnanu- f 
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inaniifaflurers from emigrating to feme other country in 

fearch of employment. 

iVr. Dun- Mr. Dundas obferved, that much greater inconvenience 

***•• /!v^0ttld arife from fixing the order of heliring evidence in fop- 

port of this petition on Monday next than on a more diflant. 

day \ for the parties concerned in it had not as yet brought 

their witnefles up to town : On the other hand, the perfohs 

iconcerned in the petitions againfl; the Irifh Proportions were 

afkqally in town with theii* witneiTes, and would be put to 

yery coniiderable expence and inconvenience if they flioij^d 

be aetained from their bufinefs till after the holidays/ 

Mr.Chtn* Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid^ he believed the honourable mem- 

ceilorPitt. jjgj. ^\^q prefcnted the petition muft have been mtfinformed, 

^nd the evil greatly exaggerated, when he was told that the { 
manufafturers, who had applied to the Houfe for relief, were, 
ifivhilft their petition was pending, actually difchargiog their 
workmen. — No one would fuppofe, that if the relief called 
^ ifor was to be granted they would give up their bufinefs ; and 

- yet the difchargjng of their men would operate as a dereIi£lion , 
of that bufinefs, which had hitherto been, and which he 
hoped ever would continue to be, a fource of wealth to this 
country. It was certainly highly improbable, that men 
:(hould difcharge the hands by which they throve and prof- . 
pered, at leail until fucb time as they fhould find that Pari- 
|iament would not redrefs the grievances of which they 
complained* ^ 

Mr. E4(Miff Mr. E<kH faid, that the petition was of a very ferious pa* 
' turc, and called for the moft folemn inveftiip;ation ; he begged, 
howeyer^ it might be underftood, that he, for one, y^ould pro^ 
^ tpft againft the repeal of any fubfifling tax, i^nl^fs tne moft 
undeniable proof ihould be adduced that the tax would de- 
Jlroy Jthe inanufa£lure. It would, tberefpr^, be for the peti- 
tioners tp confider whether they were able to prove, either 
'that the ^ax was abfolutely ruinous tp their manufa(Sture, or 
that the manner in which it was collei^e^ was l)urdenfome 
|)eyond their Itrengih. 
fj9«4 Bf|ii- Lord Bfaufbat^p informed the Cl^ancellqr pf the Jlxchequer, 
* *"**' that the intrpdudlion of excife officers into the houfes of 
manuf^dlurers, by tfie law for impofing a duty 6n cottons^ 
JBfc. had fpread a great alarm thrppgb the country : the Cham» ^ 
tier, of commerce of Birminghaip h^d paufed circular letter^ 
to be fent to ^1 the m^nufa£turing towns in the neighbour- 
^fiood, tp invite them to withftand, what they conceived to 
|;e a fix^d plan, to introduce the exci|e law$ by degrees into 
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all private houfes. He woiild not fay that any fuch plan wrs 
in contemplation j but the great manufadluring towns be* 
lieved that there was ; and the Minifter would do well to re- 
move fuch an imprefTion. 

Mr. Rofe was furprifcd that the late tax upon cottons (hould Mr. Rofc. 
bave fpread an alarm, as if his honourable friend meant to 
introduce the excife laws into the houfes of all the nranufac- 
turers. His right honourable friend liad found a tax already 
upon printed goods, &c. and he had only extended it. He 
was furprifed, therefore, that a mere extenfion could be . 
thought by any man an introdu£tion of a principle. 

Mr. Egerton faid, that though the right honourable gentle- Mr. Eg«r- 
man might think it ftrange that the manufa£lurers fhould dif* ton. 
^mifs their workmen, the faft was not the lefs true ; and he 
could afiure him, that if relief was not granted vc^y.fpeedily 
on the points ftated in the petition, above 40,000 men would 
be thrown out of employment in Lancafliire. ^ 

Mr. Burke faid, the confideration of the petition ought not Mr. Borke* 
to be deferred longer than Monday. Nothing was more dan- 
gerous to manufactures and to morals, than to have large bo-> 
dies of men*, who were able to work, fuppor^ed by public 
charity ; alms begat idlenefs, idlenefs led to crimes, and crimes 
were the proofs of the deftruflion of morality. He was afto- 
niihed to hear an honourable member exprefs his furprife, 
^' that an extenfion could be thought by any means introduc-, 
tory of a principle." Now, for his part, he was more alarmed 
^ at this mode of feafoning than the honourable gentleman 
might expc£k ; for it led to this — Something as yet unprece^ 
dented muft de done ^ and when once done, it became a pre- 
cedent on which many others were founded ; and upon, the 
ftrength of this firft int'rbduAion, the precedent was extended 
flfep by ftcp, and repeated fo frequently, that the principle was 
at laft worn out and forgotten : fo that in argument it woul^^ ^ 
be no longer faid the " principle was good," but it would be 
urged, that it was the common pra£lice, and therefore no* 
thing was to be apprehended from it. Thus if the excifeman 
was once permitted to fet one foot in a houfe, he was fure af- ~ 
teiwards to drag in the other; and fo at laft introduce ht$ whole 
body. He concluded with an exprcffion of a man, who, frbm 
the place where he (Mr. Burke) was then fpeaking, had de- 
clared that the cyder tax ought to be repealed, ** becaufe it 
cftabliflied a dangerous precedent ;" — this exprefEon, he faid, 
nvouid have weight with many gentlemen, but particuhrly ^ 
ivith the right honourable member over againft him (Mr. Pitt) 

when 
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Vfhcn he fhouM inform tlietn chat it had been u&d bjr the late 
Earl of Chatham. 

It was at'Uft agreed^ that an order fiiould be made for 
taking the petition into confideration on Monday ; it feemedp 
however, to be underftood, that if the examination of wit- 
' jaef&s relative to the Irifli Prq)ofitions fhould not be finifiied 
by that day> the cpnfideration of the petition ihould be put 
off to a future day. 
Mr» Buik«, Mr. Burke called the attention of the Houfe to the me- 
lancholy Situation under which th'ofe unfortunate people la- 
boured who were fentenced to tranfportation. 'In a country 
' wbith prided itfelf on a mild and indulgent principles of its 
hws, it fliouid not be fuffeied that the fituation of particulM^ 
delinquents, inftead of being mieliorated by provifions di£late4 
by clemency, ibould become infinitely more feverc than coul^ 
be inflitSled in the utmoft rigour and feverity of the laws.*^ 
The number of .convi£ls under this defcnption was at prefent 
eftimated at not lefs than ioo,ocx>* Every principle of juftice 
and humanity required, that puniihment (hould not be inflided 
beyond thofe prefipribed and defined to particular kinds of de«> 
linquency.— ^But that principle received additional force^ whea 
it was confidcred that thefe extraordinary feverities were ex-» 
ercifed under the appearance of mercy ; that is to fay, they 
were remitted certain punifhments by the mild fpirit and prin* 
ciples of the English laws ; and received, in commutation^ 
others, infinitely more fevere than the mofl rigid conftruditon 
of the laws had, in the worft of cafes, defigned for tfoequ 
There was, in the mode of puniflitng by tran.rportation, no 
diftin£lioo made between trivial crirnes, and thofe of greater 
enormity, ail indifcriminately fpfiered the fame miferablo 
fate, however unequal their tranfgreffions, or different theif 
> circumflances. Befides thefe confiderations, fome regard 
ihould, in th^fe times of di£Bculty and diflrefs, be paid to iru<t 
gality and oeconomy. The bufinefs of tranfporting conyiflft^ 
among other incooveniencies, was attended with a very c<mi<« 
fiderahle expence. Inflances of profufe expenditure were 
fometimesjjuftiflabla^ when they bad humanity and dtmettcy 
for their objedt } but could never derive aliy fan&ion from 
cruelty and inhuipanity. In order then to ftrike out .£bro« 
' mode both of doing juftice to the law$ in tlhis rdpe&j and 
fave, at the fame time, a heavy expence to the country, ha 
would Aioy€, that .^bere be laid before the Houfe an atconoC 
of the number of. couYifts, now under fentence of tranfpor^ 
t^tion,.to an ifland in the river Gambiai ipecifying the oriipea 
;ind offences they had committed. 

X Mr* 
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Mr» Alderman Newnham remarked on the ihconveniencies Mr. AW. 
which arofe from the return of fome convi6ts who were fen- ^i***^"^ 
tenced to work in Ifght lighters on the river, and others who , 

were difcharged by his Majefty's pardon. Thofe people, by 
renewing their depredation on the public, were often tha | 

means of depriving honeA and induftrious people of theif | 

bread, and were much better removed to the utmofl: diftance, | 

where there would be the leaft chance of their returning. I 

The Speaker remarked, that this motion came at fomewhat The Speak- ( 
too ihort a notice ; — whereupon Mr. Burke withdrew it for "' , 1 

the prcfent. . j 

The order of the day being moved, for the Hoofe going \ 

Into a Committee on the Irifli trade, the petition of the ma- 
nufa£lurers of cotton in the town and neighbourhood of ^ I 

Mapchefter, being firft in order, was taken into confidera-^ { 

tionr^Previous to which Mr. Chancellor Pitt moved, ** That Mr. chanJ , 

*-* part of the Report of the Committee of Council fliottld b© *^^°'" ***^^ ' 

** read to the Houfe, in which this branch was particularly 
*' confidcrcd." It ftated,. that the opinion given by the ma^ 
ttufafilurers examined before them went to prove, that a duty 
of ton pence halfpenny per cent, on cottorts imported from 
^eiandf. would be a fufficient prote£lion to the nrvanufafture of . 
Uik kingdom. 

Mr. Eden expre&d his fatisfaftion in that circumftance Mr. kdcn, 
being read to the Houfe, ^.s he was curious ttf know in what 
manner they fhould fubftantiate their compknits, and recon- 
cile' them to that declaration. 

Mr. Fox was alfo glad for the former reafons as his, right Mr. For. 
lionourable friend, that the attention of the Houfe bad been 
turned to this ftatement of the Report^ as from the fcope and 
tenor of it, he did not fee how this declaration was comiedled 
with the preceding parts. The evidence then was called in^ 
and Meflrs. Garrow and Phillips appeared as advocates, and 
Qoe wttnefs was examined. 

March 20. 

Mr. Mittvam }Jnunham rofe, and called the attention of Mr; Aid, 
the Houfe to the ftate of the law refpefting the importation Newnham, 
of corn Into the port of London. The title and preamble of 
the laft adl (the 21ft of the prefent Kmg) was read, and then 
the Alderman moved, «< That the Houfe do immediately re- 
** fblve itfeU" into a Committee to take the fame adk into con- 
« fideration.'* 

' The queftion having been put and carried, the Speaker left 
the chair, and Mr, Bramfton took bis feat at the table. 

. The 
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Mr. AM. Mr.'Aldcmian Netvnham reminded the Committee of the 
Ncwiiiiam« proceedings he had agitated upon the fubjed two years ago; 
and ftated the necei&ty that novir preiled for doing lomething 
' by way of explaining and amending the faid a£l. He con- 
cluded with moving a refolution, *' That it is the, opinion 
" of the Committee, that a bill be brought in for that 
'«* .purpofe." 
Mr. Rolle. Mr. RoIIe faid, he had taken a part in the former traniac-* 
tion, and had oppofed the' bill then moved. He hoped, there* 
fore, that the worthy Alderman did not mean ,to hurry the 
bill now ordered to be moved for through thcHoufe. 
i4r^ Aid. Mr. Alderman Newnb'am faid, he certkinly did not mean to 
NewAham. p^fl^ jhe bill forward with more than neceflary difpatch. His 
intention was, to obtain leave to bring it in, and to have it 
printed before the holidays, that gentlemen might have time 
to turn the fubjefl in .their minds, and confult their confti- 
toents upon it during the recefs, fo that they might be pre- 
pared to z6c upon it when the Houfe met again. 
EarlofSur- The Earl of Surrey faid, he was extremely glad to hear, that 
^*y* it was not the worthy Alderman's Intention to hurry the bill 

through its feveral ftages. . If the bill was neccffarily con- 
ilei^ed with the important bufmefs in hand, the bufinefs of a 
commercial regulation with Ireland, it certainly ought to go 
on progrei&visly, as that budhefs was proceeded in; but if it 
« was ^ matter of a di^rent and feparate confideration, in that 
cafe undoubtedly it would admit of greater difpatch. 
Mf. Aid. Mr. Alderman Ncwnham inioxr^ed the noble Lord, that his 
Newnhun. prefent application to Parliament was not to form any new and 
general law, but to pafs a bill for the purpofe of explaining 
. and. amending an adl.that contained a regulation provided 
folely for the port. of London. 

Sir Edward JJiley faid a few words, but the Houfe was not 
fufficiently orderly for us to be able to hear what he faid dif- 
tinftly. He, however, recommended to the Houfe to be 
extremely cautions how they proceeded in a bufinefs of fuch 
import. ' 

Vr. Robert Mr. Robert 5m/>A , (member for Nottingham) ftated the al- 
Smith. legations and prayer of a petition from 3ie manufa£lurers of 
hofe at Nottingham ; and having read both, he begged leave to 
fay a few words upon the fubjeft. From th^ names fub- 
fcribed to the petition, from the manner of the petition's 
having been fent to him, and from his connections with the 
town of Nottingham, Mr. Smith declared, he could not en* 

tertaki 
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. tertain a doubt but that a petition, the contents of which he 
had jufl ftated, contained the clear, undoubted fenfe of his 
conftituents. Thofe conftituents, he thought it right to fay, ' 

had Inftrudted him and his colleague to oppoU the propofitions 
of the Parliament of Ireland in toto^ hut no man was more an 
enemy than he was to the ftrangc doftrine, that it was the 
duty of a member of Parliament to give up his own judges 
ment and vote as he was inftruded^ in all cafes whatever. 
His wiflies at all times were, thdt his conftituents and he 
might coincide in fentiment. On the prefent occafion, as 
foon as the propofitions were known, he had examined them, 
with a view to difcover rn what manner, and in what degree, 
they were likely toeffedl the flocking manufa<5lory at Not- 
tingham, Such an examination was naturally fuggefled to 
him, by a fenfe of his. duty, as the rcprefentative of that 
town 5 and he had confequently looked carefully at the pro- 
pofitions, and liflened with great attention to all that bad 
pafled upon the fubjefi: in that Moufe, as well the evidence 
given at the bar, as the arguments urged in debate. As far 
as he was at that time able to judge, he had no fcruple. to fay^ 
that he faw no reafon to think that the proiK)fitions, were 
they to pafs into a law, would at all affedl or injure the 
flocking manufaftory at Nottingham, Poffibly farther evi- 
dence, and farther difcuflion, might convince him, that the 
opinion he then entertained 'was fallacious and ill founde<j. 
Should fuch an effecEt be produced on his minds, he certainly 
would vote rgainft the propofitions. In the mean time, he 
was extremely happy to learn, that the Houfe was not to 
be called upon to come to any decifive meafiire upon the 
bafinefs till after the holidays. The recefs would give , 
gentlemen an opportunity of confulting their conftituents, 
and of comparing opinions with them. Should his confti- 
tuents, after having heard what he had to fay in fupport of 
the judgement he had formed upon the fubjeft, convince 
him that judgement was erroneous, he would readily lay 
down his own opinion, and adopt that of the ftocking 
manufafturers of the town of Nottingham ; in the interim, 
he had only occafion to fay farther, that if he fliould fin4 
it neceffary to move hereafter, that the petitioners be heard 
at the bar by themfelves or their counfel, he hoped the 
Houfe would enable him to prOQure that indulgence for his 
conftituents. 

Mr. Smith brought up the petition, and it was r^ad at the 
table. 

Vol. XVII. Kkk Mr. 
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Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox faid, he coixcurred in the honpura!?le g^ntleinan'^ 
^ candid and rftanly declaration, that he did not think a member 
of Parliament was bouncj to a<9r bj the conviftiori of ar>y fet 
of men whatever, but to follow thq conviAion of hjs'qw^i 
mind; it was indifputably the right copftrudtion of the doty 
of a member of Parliament, who w;\s fiot to facrificc tf.e ge« 
, ^ heral interefts of the empire, to any local interefts, ®r par- 
tial advantages to any deicriptioh.of perf6ns ; but after ^mple 
^ examination of evidence, and deliberate difcuffion and* argu- 
ment, was to judge for himfelf what was'upon the whoje heA 
for the public in general. He rofe, hbwever, for a, n\oment;, 
•to fhte to the honourable gentleman, that he fo far di^red 
from him iti fentiment with regard to the flocking manufac- 
torv at Nottingham not being likely to be afFefled by the. pro- 
pontionsof the Parliament of Irelapd^ ftiould they pafs into 
a law, that he was decidedly of opinion, .ths^t, confidered 
Ipecifically and independently of any pther manufacSlure, the 
•ftocking manufaflureof Nottif^ham was that peculiar m^nu- 
fa<9ure'the moft expofed of all othfers t;o danger, frpm. the pro- 
. pofitions of Irish'nd being adopted. The flocking manufac- 
tory was, he fatd, expofed to two different danger^ : the dan- 
ger refqltirg from tUe legal ifnport'aUon of flockings^ thp 
manufa£ku.re of Ireland; and f^c/^ndly; the danger arifing 
from the illegal importdtion of ftockings'manufa£lured in fo- 
reign countries. Mr. Fox faid, he md; not prefutne to un- 
derftand the fubjefl better thi^i the honourable gentleman, 
-whofe conftituents were of all men the beft judges of it,, and 
of their own inte<efts, but what he had mentioned ftruck him 
fo forcibly, that he could not' help faying, that It was with 
fome degree of aftoniflament that h^ had heard th^ honourable 
• gentleman declare, that, in his opinion^ as far as he was then 
aWe to judge, the flocking' manufaflurers of Nottingham were 
not likely to be affefted by the propo(ition$. 
Mt. chanJ Mr* Chancell9r j^m fard,' poffibly the right honourable 
ceilorPitt. gentleman had not given himfelf the trouble to inquire, or 
did not know what prohibtory duty was interided to be laid 
*on ft'ockings imported from Ireland, becaufe he conceived 
, . ^the whole of the argument would turn upon that. 
Mr. Fo«. Mr. Fox faid, He cored not if a prohib,itory duty of ten thov- 
fand per cent, were laid on the importation, his objefiion 
would be ftill the fame." 
Mr. Ch»n- Mr. Chancellor P;//, in reply, ©bferved, that if a probibi- 
cdlor Pitt, tory duty of ten thoufand per cent, would not fatisfy the 
right honourable gentleriian, in all probability he would 
^ equally objedt to an abfolute prohibition* 

Lord 
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Lord North rofe to ftalc the extreme ii&rence between a LoraNorth, 
prohit)ition, and prohiLftory duties. His LordJhip faid the 
latter always operated in encouragement of imugglingy in 

Sropdftion to their amount f the cafe, however, was widely 
jfFer6ht in regard to a prohibition. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt fald a few words more, and the coo- 
verfatioii clofed. 

Mr. Kffc« rofe to afk the intentions, or rather to learn tlie Mr. Eden, 
wilhes of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, with refpeft to 
the time of next refuraing the Committee on the Irifh Rcfo- 
lutitins. The inquiry relative to the cotton tax, into which 
the Houfe was immeuia^ely entering, would extend, periiaps, 
beyond the prefent day, and po^ibly tofeveral days; and the 
Houfe confidering the urgency of that particular Objefl, would 
undoubtedly wifli to purfue it to its end wMthput interruption. , 

In the mean time, he was confident it muA be the difpofition 
both of the right honourable gentleman, and of the Houfe in 
general^ not to harrafs the petitioners againft the Irifh mea- 
I'ure with friiitlefs and expenfive attendances at the bar: he 
hoped, therefore, that the order for refuming the Committee, 
as on that day, would be poflponed tiU after the holidays. • 

Air. Chancellor P/// anfwcred, that the inquiry into theMr.C'un- 
cotton tax could hardly be completed in one day ; indeed, he «lUr i*itt, 
had reafon to. believe, that he fhould recommend the calling 
before the Committee on that fubjeA Tome perfons who wcife 
^ not yet arrived irt town j and from this and other circum- 
ftanccs, he agreed that there was little profpefl: of being able 
to proceed with the Committee on Irilh affairs before Thurf- 
day next. 

Mr.Edm then faid, that a5 Thurfday next feemed, for Mr. Eden, 
many obvious reafons, unlikely to be a day when much pro- 
grefs could be made in the bufinejTs, he would move to ad- 
journ the order for the Committee to Thurfday the 31ft in^. 
. and he hoped the merchants and manufadlurers of jhe king- 
dom would underftand that the Houfe would then proceed to 
receive their objections, and to hear evidence and counfeK 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt confented. 

It was ordered accordingly. 

Leave for different members to go into the country having 
been moved, a ihort converfation enfued. Mr. Chancellor 
" Piti urged the impropriety of Acceding to. fuch motions,, juft Mf. 9hi»*v- 
on the eve of a recefs ; and when every gentleman knew thfB ^^^^^^ ^*"* 
important bufinefs th.'at flood for Wednefdayg^nfei's fomie 
'very urgent and extraordinary reafon could be affignec), to 
juftify the Houfe in granting leave, Mr. Pitt faid, it was^a 
^ K k k 2 hateful 
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hateful talk to interfere with the private convenience of the 
members of that Houfe, and to no roan more hateful than to 
him, but a ftrong fenfe of public duty impelled him to fay 
what he had done. It was ftated by fever:^! members, that 
unlefs the motions for leave of abfence were poftponsd, there 
would not be a Committee formed previous to the holidays, 
and by the conQitution of the Houfe, n6 builnefs could be 
done, nor any adjournment take place, until that fliould be 
procured'. 

Several gentlemen complained of the feverity of the atten- 
dance, and faid to deny members to go into the country for 
a few days at this feafon, would be a hardship. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt moved however, ** That this Hoofe 
**. will not give leave to any member of the Houfe to be abfent 
" from his duty in this Houfe, till after Thurfday next.** 
• Mr. Powys (aid a few words upon the hardfliip the ope« 
^ration of fuch a general order might prove to gentlemen par- 
ticularly circumlianced. 
, At length the Houfe divided on the queftion^ 
Ayes 98. . Noes 33. 

The order, of the day was at length moved, for the Houfe 
to rcfolve itfelf iAo a Committee of the whole Houfe on the 
petition of the manufafturers in fuftian, &c, when Mr. Black- 
burn took his feat at the table. 

Mr. Piggott and Mr. Garrow were defired to come to the 
bar, when the former 6f thefe gentlemen, in a fliort fpeecb, 
opened the cafe he meant to fuhftantiate, and called Mr, 
^ Walker as a witnefs in fupport of it. Mr. Walker underwent 
^ a ion^ examination, in the courfe of which he was led to an 
explanation of his evidence, as it appears in the printed Re- 
port before the Committee of Privy Council. This part of 
his evidence was extremely curious and interefting. He 
flated, that he had been before the Committee of Privy Coun- 
'Cil to give; evidence on the fubjcftof the cotton trade, an^.to 
ftatehow it would be affeded by ^n intercourfc being opened 
'with Ireland. He faid, that the premifes were not estplained 
to him, nt>r was he put into poiUflion of the meaning of the 
propofed intercoqrfe, hut he had been afked abftra A quefliotis, 
, which could not tend to give the neceflary light. Having 
extended his evidence very confiderably, a few minutes be- 
fore eleven, 
tit, ?•«• Mr. Fox rofe, and obferved, that the Committee muft fee 
the utter impoffibility of their being able to go through the 
examination of all the witneifis to be called in fupport of the 
petition, that night, or even to finiih that of the witnefs at 

the 
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the bar, whofe evidence had been diverted a good deal from 
the m^in obje6t of bis having been called upon to give the 
Houfe his teftimony. He fubmitted it, therefore, to the 
judgement of the Houfe, whether, a$ the witnefs^ha^ latelf 
been lextremely indifpofed, and had already been five hours 
at the bar, it would not be advifeable to break off where they 
were, and adjourn any &rther examination till the next day. 
Mr. Fox added, that when he fuggefted this, he did not mean 
to prefs it upon the Committee, unlefs gentlemen in general 
approved of it; but as he held the Houfe to ftand pretty 
confiderably pledged by their votes of Friday to meet the 
next day, and make a ballot, be thought it would rather 
prove an advantage than not, for them to adjourn then, and 
refumethe examination after the ballot to-morrow. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt obferved, that there were two points Mr. Chan- 
in the right honourable gentleman's fpeech*^ The one^ the €«Uorritt. 
little probability that there was to be able to go through the 
whole of the examination that would be neceffary that even- 
ing. To that propofition he was ready to accede, and there- 
fore willing to confent to adjourn, becaufe undoubtedly it 
would beirapoiSble for them to go through the whole of the 
examination, and becaufe he had many new heads of evidence 
to ftate, and freih witnefles to call to prove them, before the 
Committee could be ripe to come to any decifive vote upon 
the lubje£l. With regard to the fecond point, -viz. the ad- 
vantage of adjourning then, in order to fecure a ballot the 
next day, that was an eflential confideration indeed,' and a 
reafon that weighed very forcibly on his mind. To obtain a 
ballot the next day, was exceedingly deiirable, and what he 
by all means wiflied. He was therefore willing to confent 
to adjourn, but he muft beg the Committee to hold it in 
mind, that it was expelled they would exert themfelves, and 
do their utmofl; to make a ballot the next day, in order that 
the call might take place, and the Committee be afterwards 
refumed. He urged this ftrenuoufly, as he obferved, there 
ftood a very important bufinefs, that would neceflarily lead 
to considerable difcullion, and take up a pretty deal of time 
on the day after the next day. He concluded with moving, 
•* That the Chairman aflc leave to fit again. the next day."' 

TheQomqiittee was accordingly adjourned, and ^^^ poufe 
l^ing refumed, rofe Jn^ipediately, 

Tuefdayy March %2. 

There were not one hundred members in the Houfe, and 
they therefore could not ballots 

The 
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' THrt ><imin\Jcd t6 J>6 .rtif«^ crfe fhim day tb day, tTirougli thfe 
•ffhote wetk ; tfee cleft i6ft t6 bfe tried was the tounty of Buck- 
' iftghamy which Areateriiif^ ^ vfclry Idng^difciiffion, Ktpt metn- 
bcfifroin th6 Hbufe. 'Th6 w^k afbt beirrg Eafter, the 
Speaker ind th&ofircers c^ftie down every day, without any 
jjTofpeft of a Houfe,* as agteeabte to the ^ft, tbe Houfecbuld 
oti>y adjourn from day to day. 

Monday^ Jpril 4. 

At length the Houfe^ pfoceWed tO a ballot 6ri the Buclting* 
ham ekAion. 
Mr.cijtn- Mr. Chancelldr Pitt called the attention of the Houfe to a 
cei)i9r Pitt, circumftancfe, whidh, he foid, was one among many difagree- 
*; able tonfeanencei^of the latedelay of public btifm^rs. It had 

been intehded, pfeviOus to the holidays, to renew the a6l pafled 
in the laft feffion, empowering his Maiefty foir a limited timfc^ 
by proclamation, to dtfp^nft #ith the feveral dockfets, &c. ne- 
-ceflary in our intercourfc with the States of America utidcr 
- the prefen t law. Such Renewal, "un<fer the late circnmftances, 
•Was iftipoflibfe, and the aft being now on the point of exrpiring, 
it became netfeflary that it (hoqld be paffcd with all poffible 
«peditidni He therefbre mo>^ed, *« That leave be given to 
•** brirtg in a bill for c6ntinuing the faid powers to his Ma- 
*« jefty for i9ne year, ending A^til' 5, I786. ' 
ifr.Fos. Mn FoK faid, he cek-tainly had no objeftiori to the paffing 
of the prefent bill, but he wifhed it toh6 pafled Only for fuch 
.. a fpace as that the fubjeft m%hrb6'difcufifed within thfe prefei^t 
feffion. It was highly necefety, he faid, that fottie perma- 
nent fyfteni fhould be introduced, and that adjufiments of 
fuch confoqu^nte fliould no longer depend on temporary ex- 
pedients. * • 
Mr. Ch«- M^. Chilrtccllor Phi obferved, that the introdtlftloil of fuch 
cellor Pitt. ^ fyft^ni as th* right hortourahlfe gentleman had mfentioned, 
would efifeftually renew the difcuffion Whenever it was thought 
proper; there was in that cafie no tieceffity to wait for the 
expiration of the bill. 

After fome converfation, the bill' was bfotight in, read a 
iirft and fecoftd time, committed, and before the Houfe rofe, 
read a third tiitoe, and ordered 16 be engrofled atid fent tothp 
Lords. 
Mr.€h«- ^r^ Chancellor Pitt exprel&d a.defire to know if theCoun- 
ce i«r itf. |.^j ^^^^ ready to proceed on the petition from Lancafter, com- 
plaining of the.late tax on cOi;tod.manufaftttre$« 

3 ' Soife 
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Spmp ob^^iqi5^5 hcwg ijudf^ ontt^e pj,^ of waikt t^ natifqe, ' ^ 
it was agreed that; bufinefi^ ihpqld qoine on to^jaaorrow. .; 

Mc, CtvM^CjBllpr Pin gav^ «^tif e, ^K^t hfe fhovJti oii >|a!tiday Mr. C^^n- 
Q^xt proceed to ^ay Jiefore the Hoi^fc the plan fpr arefonn re ."**** **** 
thp reprefentatiop. ;• to eaforc^ tl>e ?ttcn4aiv:e ^f aie(nh^r$ oci 
?i bufinefs of fo much importance, he propofed that the pi^Uof 
tJjQ Hpuft fbould, be on tl^^ ^y CoH^wmg, 

Mt. f ^^74 h^ed that t,he rigfjt honourable gwUpwin would Mf, Ed«i» 
U^ve no ohjeftion to defer thi bufinefs fpr a te\^ day^ loi^ger^ 
thai: thqeluvjgUt be a3 full aw attepdance as ppffibU^ U wa^ 
true, heiaid, that gentlemen were already appri^e4 9f it, bu| 
he fubmitted to the Houfe, whether it would not be-beUeir to 
delay entering upon the confideration oC it till Friday or Mon* 
day fe'n night. 

Mr. Fox thought there was n« occafion for delaying the bu^ Mr. F«. 
finefs longer than the day propofed by the right honoura^ble 
gentleman (Mr.'Pitt;)^ Gentlemen were, already prepared" for , 
It, and as there was an ordfer of the Houfe, on d fbrrherday, 
that noraarahcF ftouWabfent himfeif without leave, itti^ould 
be inconftfleHt in the Houfe to admit of apy fatthtrt* detay, 
on the fuppofit^on that gentlemen were riot prtjiafed^to at- 
tend. . ,# . . 

Mr. Chancellor Piit faid he had not the fmallfefl ohjeflion Mr. C?iam^ 
t6 the day propofed^ by the right -honourable gentleman (Mr. «^U«J**«» 
Eden). He wi(hed the AAje5 to be weighed' and confidercd 
with that deliberation its importance demanded; » He would 
therefore move, ** That th?s day fortnight ' be Appointed for 
*^ going mto the bufinefs of the reform, iriftead 6f this day 
<*• fe*nnight ; and that the Houfe be called over on to-morrow 
*« fortnight.** lie was ferry to be undefr the neceffity of en- 
forcing attendance ; but fucm Was the urgency of public bu- 
finefs, tbat he hoped every gentleman would acquit Wm of 
any wi(h to create inconverirence. H« was, therefore, of 
opinion, that the call ought to be erfforced, and' that every 
member who did not attend ftouM.be tSken rnto tWe'ctrftod^ 
i)f the Serjeant at Arms. •' 

Petitions againft the Irifli propofitions now pending wierc 
prefented by the Houfe from the following places, viz. Paifley, 
Dunfermline, Derby,^ ^^eds, .Suffolk^ &c# and all referred to 
the Comniittee on tlie Irifti- trade. 

J^ordi, Mait!/^d having, p;;e(feijj^' anotlpei; pillion ^othe L^ti 
fame purport from the ope^rative weavers qf Glafgpw, it was MaitUod,- 
.lpi>g de)^^jld^wlie.tHier it {koi44 bs Jf^M <wr iiqt, »s it was 
Cgnedl'bu^^y a few^^ whg^ it agfjfgffd,; v^^^^eputed. for th;*: 
purpofe by upwards of 14,000 manufa<Sl\arers. 

It 



4:^0 PARLlAMftNTARY A. 1785. 

It appeared, however^ the general opinion of the Honfe, 
that no petition fhould in future be received, which^ Wis 
figned by any other thin the petitioners ,* and to. enforce this 
decifion, it was agreed, that a refolution of the HouiTeto this 
purport^ in the year 1686, fhould be reprinted in the votes of 
this day. ' 

Petitions praying for a repeal of the ta» laid lafi feffion on 
cottons, fuftians, callicoes, ifc. were prefented from Lancafter, 
Manchefter, and the nianufa£hirers caUed country-makers in 
the vicinity of the fame. Referred to the Committee on the 
Lancafter petition. 

Adjourned. 

Tuifday^ Jpril S* 

Mr.Cren. Mr. GnmnlU intimated to the Houfe his defign of moving 
^**^* on a future day fome amendments of the aS for the trial of 
eteflion cafes. The late experience which the Houfe had bad 
would convince them that (opething wds necefiary to be 
idone» to avoid the many interruptions which the operation of 
. this aii gave to public bufinefs. It was unneceilary for him 
to fay how much he refpe£led the a£k itfelf , hp entertained 
for it every prejudice which could animate the breaft of man^ 
and he would not, with unhallowed hand, touch its principle, 
or demolifh any of the valuable provifions which it had in- 
troduced into the trial of eleflion cafes, by which an end was 
put to the violences that ufed to attend their difcvflion in 
that Houfe. He wiflied to be honoured with the advice and 
ai&flance of gentlemen, particularly of thofe who had made 
the a& their uudy, and who had taken an aAive and zealous 
part in the exercife of its fundions fince the eAablifhment of 
that new tribunal. He believed, 'that the re|;ulations which 
he had to propofe would be found falutary, without entrench- 
ing in the fmalleft <kg«eeroni(ij^rincjpI^, which, virhatever 
n^gbt be its reception at firft^ was now hi^ily and univerfally 
popular. 

fTtAnJikff Jpril 6. 

Mr. Alderman Newnham brought in his cdm bill, and it 
was read a firft time, - 

Mr. Rolle faid, he muft o^fe the hill now as he had done 
heretofore. It was a matltr of the moft material cMfe^veiic^ 

and 
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and fo part?Jc«rkMjr:concer]iM the country, as vncllastbe p6rt. 
of London, that he hoped gentlemen would be attentive, to 
its progriefs through the Honfe.' He ihould not Hate his ideas 
in the preifetit Hageybut roTe to reqaeft th^ honourable Alder-^ 
man not to hiirfyvthe bfll thfoujgh, but to give them timely 
notice of its feveral ftages. 

Mr^ AMermmi Newnbdm fajd, that he was convinced the Mr. AM* 
bill, upon inquiry, would be found produ(£iive rf advantages N«wahai«i, 
to the country, as welias the port of London. It was not^ 
local bill ; it had the merit of a general afpeil ; for unquef- 
tionably the general tone of the market muft depend oh that 
^f the town trade. He afiiired the honourable gentleman, 
^ that he ihould ntit hurry the bill through the Houfe, but 
ihould be equally defirous with himfelf of its receiving the 
moft attentive difcuffion. 

,The bill was read a firft time. 

. Sir Jdam Fcrgufon ftated, that he had in his hand a petition Sir Adadv 
ftom the mafter printers of Edinburgh. againft the Irifli Refo- ^^^V^^*^* 
I lutions. Before he prefented it, he muft beg leave to fubmit 

to the Houfe the point of order* It was figned by eighteen 
names only, who ftated themfelves to be a committee deputed 
by, and figning the petition on behalf a great number of gen- 
tlemen, mafter printers, in the city and vicinity of Edinburgh, 
He wiflied therefore to know from the chair, whether a peti- 
tion thus figned was admifiible ? He had heard it ^ueftioned, 
and thinking himfelf there was an informality, he confidered 
« , it as his duty to communicate the matter to the Houfe, and 
not to take them by furprize. 

The Speaker faid, that unqueftionably the petition was in- . The 
formal. He recommended to the Houfe the neceflky of ai^ SpcakeA 
hering to their rules, and of preventing the many vexations 
they would be fubjeft to, by giving admiflion to petitions 
from delegates, from prefidents, and. perfons, on behalf of 
themfelves and others. ' 

Mr. Fox defired to know if the eighteen perfons who had 
figned the petition were themfelves mafter printers? 

Sir Adam Fergufon faid they were. 

Mr. Fox obferved then, that agreeable to the rules of th^ ^^' ^^^ 
Houfe the petition might be countenanced ; for they could not 
receive it as the petition of the numerous body reprefented by 
the committee ; they might entertain it as the petition of the 
eighteen .mafter printers who had figned it. 

Mr. Chancellor Pm faid, he was of a contrary opinion. Mr.Chaa- 
The Houfe, perhaps, had relaxed too much from its orders in ^^^^' *****\ 

VoL.XVn. Lll the 



44ft P AH L I A M E N't A R Y ^ i7«y- 

the countenance of petitions. Anxious as tStej were to make 

the path of the fubje£^ to that Houfe as open and eafy as poG- 

£ble) they had departed too far from the rules which the wif- 

dom of their fathers had found neceflary. But it was eafy^ 

to foretel the many indonveniencies that would refute from mr 

loofe pradlice in this refpe<Sl.- 

Sir Adtm ' Sir jfdam Fengufrfi faid* he would communicate to the gen- 

.fergttfoii. tlemen.the'refult of this converfation ; and he hoped they- 

• would yet be in titne» by a regular petition, to ilate their ca^ 

to the Houfe. ^ 

The petition was then withdrawn. 
The Houie then went into a Committee, and heard evU 
. d(»ice on the Manchefter petition oa the cotton trade* 
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